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About two months from
now, Steph Curry will stride
to a podium wearing a suit,
thank his family, friends
and teammates and lift the
NBA’s Most Valuable Player
trophy for the second time
in as many years.

At this point, Curry as the
league’s repeat winner is a
foregone conclusion. What
isn’t so clear, and what is
becoming a very real possi-
bility, is another legacy-de-
fining question.

Has LeBron James won
his final MVP award?

James remains stuck on
four MVPs, one fewer than
Michael Jordan and two
fewer than Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar. James will be 32 when
the 2017 MVP trophy is award-
ed. Only four players in histo-
ry have won an MVP at age 32
or later: Jordan, Abdul-Jab-
bar, Steve Nash and Karl
Malone. Jordan and Malone
both won as late as 35.

James is now three years
removed from his last MVP
season. Of all the players to
win it multiple times, Jordan
is the only one with a gap of
more than three seasons. He
went four years between his
third award and his fourth —
and one of those years was
spent playing baseball.

Still, James isn’t ready to
concede his reign atop the
NBA is over.

“I wouldn’t think that
way,” he told the Beacon
Journal. “I think I’ve been
doing what I’ve been doing for
so long that I don’t want to say
that. But I don’t know. I’m
playing at a high level still,
I’m putting up MVP numbers.
We’ll see.”

James’ scoringhasdropped
the last three seasons, while
his 3-point shooting has been
sliding a bit longer. His Player

Efficiency Rating is up from
last year and on par with his
first season in Miami.

He’ll likely never catch Jor-
dan’s six championships now,
but James said “of course” it’s
important to at least match
Jordan’s five MVP awards. In
his mind, he should already
be there or past him.

“I think I’ve been snubbed
a year or two,” he told the
Beacon Journal. “I should
have probably five or six right
now, to be completely hon-
est.”

James wouldn’t divulge
which years he believed vot-
ers got it wrong, but the most
obvious was 2011, when he
finished a distant third be-
hind Chicago Bulls guard
Derrick Rose and Orlando
Magic center Dwight Howard.

Then he won it the following
season with similar numbers.
It’s widely believed James
was punished in 2011 for the
way he joined the Heat, which
is why he didn’t win.

An informal, anonymous
poll of a handful of scouts and
league executives revealed
they still believe in James.
They still believe he could
have another MVP run in
him. The problem is the way
he has seemed to scale back
during the regular season.
After playing more than 45,000
minutes throughout his ca-
reer (regular season and post-
season combined), James has
learned how to pace himself
for when it really matters.
While it’s necessary to pro-
long his career and effective-
ness, it could hurt him in such

categories as MVP races.
“He picks his spots more

now than he used to when
he’d go full-bore 100 mph,”
Raptors coach Dwane Casey
said. “He’s picking his spots
and waiting until he needs
to be needed. … He still gets
the job done. I wouldn’t
doubt (James winning an-
other MVP) whatsoever.”

James’ ultimate goal re-
mains to win a championship
in Cleveland, but matching
his boyhood idol in MVP
awards is certainly on the list.
He would seemingly have to
fix his broken jump shot and
return more consistently to
the defensive menace he was
in years past. Whether that’s
realistic remains to be seen.
But James hasn’t given up on
the idea.
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Brady said in October.
“There’s a lot that goes into
playing well. I’ve played
with a lot of great team-
mates. But I want to play for
a long time, maybe 10 more
years. I think that’s proba-
bly what my goal is.

“Well, it’s not always up
to me That’s what my goals
are, so that’s just what I’m
hoping. And it will take a lot
to achieve that. Obviously a
team has to want you, but I
think that’s … you know, I
love playing this sport. I
love making a commitment
to my teammates and my
coaches, and hopefully I can
do it for a long time.”

Edelman not sure if he’ll
needmore foot surgery
The last image of Julian

Edelman from the 2015 sea-
son was a cause for concern.

The receiver was limping
badly around the locker
room at Mile High Stadium
following the Patriots AFC
championship loss to Den-
ver. He struggled to put a
shoe on his previously bro-
ken left foot before leaving.

Edelman was in a much
better mood on Thursday as
he served pancakes along-

side teammates Dion Lewis
and Trey Flowers at Boston
Children’s Hospital. The re-
ceiver was able to walk
without a limp, but that
doesn’t mean he’s in the
clear with his
foot just yet.

At this
point in the
o f f s e a s o n ,
there are
more ques-
tions than
answers with
E d e l m a n ’ s
health.

“I’ve been kind of just chill-
ing and working out a little
bit here and there,” Edelman
said when asked about his
offseason. “Start kicking it up
here soon and just trying to
get healthy and go that route.
Kind of really try to get away
from the game and refresh
and get ready because the sea-
son is about to start.”

Edelman broke his left foot
in the Patriots’ Week 10 win
over the New York Giants and
missed the final seven regu-
lar-season games. He looked
great in his return in the AFC
divisional round, catching 10
passes for 100 yards against
Kansas City.

But the aftermath of the
loss to Denver raised the pos-
sibility that Edelman may
have reinjured that foot. He
caught seven passes for 53
yards against the Broncos and

afterward looked like he was
in a lot of pain.

When asked Thursday
about his foot, he said, “It’s
feeling better every day.
That’s a good thing.”

When asked if he’ll avoid a
second surgery, Edelman did
not provide an answer.

“I don’t even know yet.
We’re just taking it day to
day,” Edelman said. “I’m sure
we’ll go over that in the near
future.”

NFL teams with returning
head coaches will start their
offseason workout program
on April 18. Edelman he does
not know if he will be ready
for organized team activities
in the spring.

“I honestly can’t even an-
swer that question just be-
cause I don’t know,” Edel-
man said. “You’re just wor-
rying about right now just
kind of getting away from
the game and not even wor-
rying about that stuff right
now.”

NFLagainconsiders
eliminationofchopblock
The NFL is again consid-

ering a rule change that
would totally eliminate the
chop block for the 2016
season because of player
safety.

League sources told ES-
PN’s Adam Schefter that the
NFL competition committee
had conversations about the

change over the weekend at
the NFL Scouting Combine
in Indianapolis.

According to the report,
the talks will continue lead-
ing up to the NFL owners
meetings set for March 20-23
in Boca Raton, Fla.

Chop blocks are legal in
certain situations at the line
on running plays. Chop
blocks occur when an offen-
sive lineman blocks a de-
fender low while that de-
fender is already being
blocked above the waist by
another offensive player.

Last year the league voted
to further restrict chop
blocks, changing the rule to
ban them by running backs.

Broncos prepared to place
franchise tag onMiller

Unless the Denver Bron-
cos get a contract agreement
with linebacker Von Miller
in the final hours before
Tuesday’s 4 p.m. deadline,
the team is expected to place
the exclusive franchise tag
on Miller, the Denver Post
reported Monday.

Negotiations with Miller
are ongoing, and the fran-
chise tag allows the two
sides additional time to try
to work out a long-term deal
by July 15.

Applying the tag on Mill-
er would guarantee him
$14.04 million for the 2016
season if no deal is reached.

Avalanche acquire Boedker fromCoyotes
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Colorado Avalanche ac-
quired forward Mikkel Boedker
from the Arizona Coyotes in ex-
change for forwards Alex
Tanguay and Conner
Bleackley and defense-
man Kyle Wood before Monday’s
NHL trade deadline.

The New York Rangers got the
flurry of trades underway on Sun-
day when they acquired veteran cen-
ter Eric Staal from the Carolina
Hurricanes. Carolina received cen-
ter Aleksi Saarela and two second-
round draft picks — one in 2016 and
the other in 2017.

Boedker, 26, was Arizona’s third-
leading scorer this season with 39
points (13 goals, 26 assists) in 62
games. He has three overtime goals
to tie the franchise’s single-season
record.

“It’s very exciting, an exciting
team, played against them a lot,”
Boedker said on TSN.

Boedker will be an unrestricted
free agent this offseason and has a
cap hit of $3.75 million.

Tanguay, 36, was a member of
Colorado’s 2001 Stanley Cup cham-
pionship team and was in his sec-
ond stint with the Avalanche. He
has just 22 points (four goals, 18

assists) in 52 games this season.
Tanguay also will be an unre-

stricted free agent this offseason and
has a cap hit of $3.5 million.

The Coyotes landed two prospects
in the deal in Bleackley and Wood.

In a separate trade, the Avalanche
acquired defenseman Eric Gelinas
from the New Jersey Devils in ex-
change for a third-round pick in the
2017 draft.

Gelinas, 24, has a goal and five as-
sists in 34 games this season. He is in
the first year of a two-year, $3.15 mil-
lion contract extension, and he is
scheduled to become a restricted
free agent following the 2016-2017
season.

In other trades on Monday:
• The Boston Bruins made two

trades shortly before the deadline,
acquiring forward Lee Stempniak
from the New Jersey Devils and get-
ting defenseman John-Michael Liles
from the Carolina Hurricanes.

The Bruins sent a fourth-round
pick in 2016 and a second-round se-
lection in 2017 to New Jersey to get
Stempniak, and Boston sent a third-
round pick and a fifth-round selec-
tion in 2016 along with minor leagu-
er Anthony Camara to the Hurri-
canes.

Stempniak, 33, was traded at the
deadline for the fourth time in his

career. He is in his ninth NHL sea-
son and the Bruins will be his ninth
NHL team. Stempniak leads the Dev-
ils in scoring, collecting 16 goals and
25 assists in 63 games.

Liles, 35, provides Boston with a
veteran defenseman. He has played
a 783 career NHL games for three
teams. Liles has six goals and 15
points in 64 games for Carolina this
season.

• The Anaheim Ducks acquired
forward Brandon Pirri from the
Florida Panthers in exchange for a
sixth-round draft pick in the 2016
draft.

Pirri, 24, is currently out with an
ankle injury that could sideline him
until mid-March. He was injured on
Feb. 13 during a game against the
Nashville Predators. Pirri has 24
points (11 goals, 13 assists), and he is
slated to be a restricted free agent
after the season.

• The Dallas Stars acquired defen-
seman Kris Russell from the Calgary
Flames in exchange for defenseman
Jyrki Jokipakka, prospect Brett Pol-
lock and a 2016 conditional second-
round draft pick.

The Stars are competing for the
top spot in the Central Division, and
they needed help on the defensive
side to complement their outstand-
ing offense.

The Stars hope Russell can pro-
vide the depth they need among de-
fensemen. He has four goals and 11
assists in 51 games this season, and
his 174 blocked shots this season
rank second in the NHL. Russell is
scheduled to become a free agent
this offseason.

In exchange for Russell, Calgary
picked up a big, young defenseman
in the 24-year-old, 6-foot-3 Jokipak-
ka, who has two goals and four as-
sists in 40 games for the Stars this
season.

Calgary also made another move
by picking up goaltender Nicklas
Backstrom and a sixth-round pick
from the Minnesota Wild for for-
ward David Jones.

Backstrom, 38, has a 189-135-47 ca-
reer record with 28 shutouts but
hasn’t seen any action in the NHL
this season. Jones, 31, had 15 points
(nine goals, six assists) in 59 games
for the Flames.

• The Montreal Canadiens ac-
quired left winger Stefan Matteau
from the Devils in exchange for right
winger Devante Smith-Pelly.

Smith-Pelly, 23, has 12 points (six
goals, six assists) in 46 games for the
Canadiens this season.

Matteau, 22, has one goal in 20
games with the Devils this season.
He suffered a facial fracture on

Feb. 12 when he was struck by a
puck during practice and is now
ready to return.

• The Buffalo Sabres acquired a
conditional third-round pick in
the 2016 draft from the Anaheim
Ducks in exchange for forward
Jamie McGinn.

McGinn has 27 points (14 goals,
13 assists) in 63 games for the Sa-
bres this season.

Later, in a deal that involved
minor-league players, the Ducks
acquired right wing Corey Tropp
from the Chicago Blackhawks in
exchange for right wing Tim Jack-
man and a seventh-round selec-
tion in the 2017 Draft.

Finally, the Ducks sent left wing
Patrick Maroon to the Edmonton
Oilers in exchange for defenseman
Martin Gernat and a fourth-round
selection in the 2016 draft.

• The Chicago Blackhawks trad-
ed defenseman Dennis Robertson
to the Hurricanes in exchange for
goaltender Drew MacIntyre.

MacIntyre, 32, is 11-13-1 with a 3.09
goals-against average in 28 games
for the Charlotte Checkers of the
AHL this season.

Robertson, 24, had five goals
(two goals, three assists) in 37
games for the Rockford IceHogs of
the AHL.
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Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James dribbles the ball past Toronto Raptors for-
ward James Johnson during the first half Friday at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto.

Has LeBronwon his lastMVP award? Aroostook Senior
All-Star basketball
games set tonight

CARIBOU — The 26th an-
nual Aroostook Senior All-
Star basketball games will
be held Tuesday at Caribou
High School.

The teams feature players
from the senior class of 2016,
representing 17 Aroostook
County schools.

The girls game begins at
5:30 p.m., and the boys game
follows at 7 p.m. at the Cari-
bou High School Gymnasi-
um. All proceeds benefit the
Aroostook League Scholar
Athletes Scholarship Pro-
gram.

The girls all-stars are:
Ashland, Laura Sturgeon;
Caribou, Jenna Boucher;
Central Aroostook, Karli
Levesque; East Grand/
GHCA, Kim Stoddard;
Easton, Blake Bradley; Fort
Fairfield, Taylor Churchill,
Kayla Giberson, Teresa
Maynard and Chelsea
Pelkey; Houlton, Katie Con-
don and Natalie Hill; Katah-
din, Molly Cunningham and

Courtney Stevens; Lime-
stone/Maine School of Sci-
ence and Mathematics,
Jackie Peers; Madawaska,
Alexis Levesque; Presque
Isle, Olivia Hudson, Regan
Nelson and Taylor Williams;
Washburn, Grace Braley
and Emmy Churchill; and
Wisdom, Rhylee Wright.

The boys all-stars are:
Caribou, Gabe Massey, Don-
ovan Savage and Ricky Shel-
don; Central Aroostook,
Dustin Pryor; Easton, Logan
Halvorson and Drew Soto-
mayor; Fort Fairfield, Josh
Ricker; Fort Kent, Ryan
Chasse and Brandon Theri-
ault; Hodgdon, Jimmy Buz-
zell; Houlton, Garrett Ring;
Katahdin, Tyson Porter;
Madawaska, Craig Gen-
dreau; Presque Isle, Connor
Murchison and Kyle Rider;
Van Buren, Joseph Canwell;
Washburn, Noah Caron,
Brandon Cropley and Jar-
rett Olson; and Wisdom,
Chance Gervais.

Brady
Continued from Page B5

Providence, and that will
serve as a confidence boost-
er entering the series.

“Nothing truly matters
now except what happens on
Friday night,” third-year
coach Gendron said. “What’s
past is past, we can’t change
it. But we have an opportu-
nity, and we will be pre-
pared to do what we have to

do to succeed. Then it be-
comes a question of doing it.

“We might have de-
served better results at
times, but we didn’t get
them, and that is reality.
The effort, the intensity
and the commitment to get-
ting better has been there
all year long. Everybody
has to do what they need to
do for us to be successful,”
he added. “Northeastern is
obviously very good on the
power play, so we have to
make sure our discipline is
pure.”

Hockey
Continued from Page B5

Red Sox,OFMurphy agree
tominor league contract
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Boston Red Sox and
veteran outfielder David
Murphy have reportedly
reached an agreement on a
minor league contract.

A baseball source told
E S P N . c o m
that Murphy
is traveling to
Fort Myers,
Fla., for a physical exam and
the deal was expected to be of-
ficial later Monday.

Murphy, 34, will receive a
base salary of $2 million if he
makes Boston’ s major league
roster, according to ESPN.

The Red Sox drafted Mur-
phy with the 17th overall
pick in the 2003 draft.

Murphy is a .274 career
hitter over 10 seasons with
the Red Sox, Texas Rangers,
Cleveland Indians and Los
Angeles Angels.

Murphy hit .283 with 10
home runs and 50 RBIs in
132 games with the Indians
and Angels last season. He
has 104 career homers and
472 RBIs.

Braves hireAndruw Jones
as special assistant

The Atlanta Braves hired
former All-Star outfielder

Andruw Jones as a special
assistant to baseball opera-
tions.

Jones will report to John
Hart, president of baseball
operations, and to general
manager John Coppolella,
the team announced Mon-
day.

This is the same title the
Braves gave Jones’ longtime
Atlanta teammate, Chipper
Jones, in December.

“It’s going to be fun,” An-
druw Jones said. “We’re just
trying to be a part of the or-
ganization that we were
with for a long time and
where we started. We’re try-
ing to help and rebuild it
back to where it used to be
as a competitive organiza-
tion for a long time.”

Andruw Jones, who was
named last week as a 2016
inductee into the Braves
Hall of Fame, makes his re-
turn to the club in the sup-
port role.

Jones has been at spring
training camp in Lake
Buena Vista, Fla., as an in-
structor and during the reg-
ular season he will primari-
ly focus on assisting Braves
outfielders, as well as assist-
ing with the organization’s
international initiatives.
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