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before finishing the 2013-14
campaign with the Chicago
Bulls. Fredette played in 50
games with New Orleans
last season and was with the
Pelicans for four games ear-
lier this season.

The 6-foot-2, 195-pound
Fredette holds NBA career
averages of 6.0 points, 1.4 as-
sists and 1.0 rebounds in 235
games (seven starts) over
five seasons with Sacramen-
to, Chicago, New Orleans
and the Knicks.

Sources told ESPN.com
that Fredette is expected to
return to the Knicks’ D-

League club. He averaged
21.8 points and 4.8 assists in
30 games with Westchester.
Spurs’ Ginobilimay return

Saturday
San Antonio Spurs guard

Manu Ginobili could be
back this weekend after re-
covering from surgery for a
testicular injury last month.

Ginobili is practicing
with the team and could
work his way back on to the
court as early as Saturday,
according to reports. Origi-
nal estimates had him miss-
ing approximately six
weeks.

“He’s going more quickly
than we would have imag-
ined,” Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich said. “He’s not
going to play in this back-to-

back or anything, but his
progress has been much
quicker than we thought.”

Ginobili last played in a
game on Feb. 2. Since then,
he has missed 10 games for
the Spurs (50-9), who face
the Detroit Pistons on
Wednesday night and the
New Orleans Pelicans on
Thursday night. San Anto-
nio plays host to the Sacra-
mento Kings on Saturday.

The 38-year-old Ginobili
is averaging 10.0 points, 3.3
assists and 3.0 rebounds this
season. He’s shooting 45.1
percent from the field and
37.8 percent on 3-pointers.

Thunder part-owner dies
inwreck

Aubrey McClendon, a

founder and former chief ex-
ecutive of Chesapeake Ener-
gy who was indicted on
Tuesday, died in a single-car
crash in Oklahoma City on
Wednesday.

Police in Oklahoma City
said McClendon, who was 56
and owned a 20 percent
stake in the Oklahoma City
Thunder, “drove straight
into a wall” at a high rate of
speed, crossing a grassy
area and accelerating in-
stead of correcting the path
of the vehicle.

Oklahoma City Police
Capt. Paco Balderrama
would not call the accident
intentional. The vehicle was
engulfed in flames, but Mc-
Clendon likely died on im-
pact, Balderrama said.

Hussonmen picked 4th
The Husson University

men’s lacrosse team has
been selected to finish
fourth in the North Atlantic
Conference in the preseason
coaches poll. Coach Mike
Craig’s Eagles received a
total of 57 points.

Defending champion Cas-
tleton was selected to finish
first with five first-place
votes and 76 points, followed
by New England College (4
first-place votes, 75 points),
Maine Maritime Academy
(60), Husson (57), Lyndon
State (43) and Thomas Col-
lege of Waterville (34).

Rounding out the poll
were Johnson State (23
points), Green Mountain
(20) the University of Maine-
Farmington (17).

Bowdoin senior honored
Bowdoin men’s basket-

ball senior Lucas Hausman
has been named one of 10 fi-
nalists for the prestigious
Jostens Trophy on Tuesday.

The Jostens Trophy is
awarded to an outstanding
NCAA Division III men’s
and women’s basketball
player who excels on the
court, in the classroom, and
in the community.

Hausman was the 2015
NESCAC Player of the Year
and led the conference in
scoring with a school-record
25.3 points per game this
year. He was a CoSIDA First
Team Academic All-Ameri-
can with a major in Econom-
ics.

Off the court, Hausman
has contributed in the com-
munity as part of team vol-
unteer efforts at the Mid-
Coast Hunger Prevention
Program, Team IMPACT
and Special Olympics.

WorldCupwill not impactdecisiononOlympics

BY ERNIE CLARK
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HOWLAND — The annu-
al Penobscot Valley Confer-
ence Classes C-D boys and
girls se-
nior bas-
k e t b a l l
a l l - s t a r
games will be held Thursday
in Sereyko Gymnasium at
Penobscot Valley High
School.

The girls game will kick
off the doubleheader at 5
p.m., followed by the boys
game at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $4 for adults
and $2 for students at the
door.

One girls squad includes
Samantha Ireland and Ari-
ana McKinnon of Penobscot
Valley, Kaycee Cintron and
Courtney Stevens of Katah-
din in Stacyville, Hanna
Gutow and Margaret Brooks
of George Stevens Academy
in Blue Hill, Chantel Lane
and Taylor McLaughlin of
Schenck in East Millinock-
et, Jordynne Littlefield of
Piscataquis in Guilford,
Ally Eaton of Deer Isle-Ston-
ington, Katie Batron of Dex-
ter and Anna Bucklin of Se-
arsport.

They will face a team
made up of Amy Hallett and
Mikayla Roy of Penobscot
Valley, Kayla Falone and Ni-
cole Chasse of Schenck, Me-
linda Ogden and Kaitlyn
Shute of Searsport, Delani
Bennett of Piscataquis,
Logan Huckins of Calais,

Molly Cunningham of Ka-
tahdin, Skyler Theodore of
Dexter, Abby Cross of Ban-
gor Christian and Cora Gray
of George Stevens.

Coaches for the girls game
are Dawn McLaughlin of
Penquis Valley and Joe Cyr
of Penobscot Valley.

Coaches for the boys game
are Chris Woodside of Cal-
ais and Zak Mills of La-
Grange, the seventh-grade
son of Penquis Valley of
Milo head coach Jason
Mills.

One boys squad features
Grant Doane of Penobscot
Valley, Earon Grinage of
Calais, Troy Reynolds and
Bryce Shorey of Searsport,
Tyler Pye and Hayden Craig
of Bucksport, Alex O’Hara
and Pat Pinkham of Sumner
of East Sullivan, Tyson Por-
ter of Katahdin, Nick Szwez
of George Stevens Academy,
Noah Davis of Deer Isle-
Stonington, Devon Whitney
of Stearns of Millinocket
and Ryan Chasse of Fort
Kent.

The rival boys roster con-
sists of Thomas Spencer of
Penobscot Valley, Ben Mor-
rill of Piscataquis, Will
Entwistle of George Stevens,
Eric Phillips of Searsport,
Riley Macleod, Kyle Jack-
son and Austin Mason of
Bucksport, Max Eklund of
Sumner, Dakota Reinhardt
of Katahdin, Tim White of
Greenville, Kris Melanio of
Deer Isle-Stonington, Bran-
don Theriault of Fort Kent
and Devon Smith of Schenck.

BY STEVE KEATING
REUTERS

TORONTO — The re-boot-
ed World Cup of Hockey
does not spell
doom for the
National Hock-
ey League’s future partici-
pation in the Winter Olym-
pics, the NHL deputy com-
missioner and head of the
players union echoed on
Wednesday.

With the World Cup of
Hockey, a joint venture be-
tween the NHL and NHL
Players’ Association, back
on the calendar for the first
time since 2004 and an eight-

team tournament set for
Sept 17-Oct. 1 in Toronto, it
was seen by some as a sign
the league was ready to end
its Olympic involvement.

The World Cup has only
been staged twice, in 1996
and 2004, but the league and
players say they are com-
mitted to establishing it as a
regular event held every
four years.

NHL deputy commission-
er Bill Daly and NHLPA
president Donald Fehr,
speaking at a World Cup
kickoff event, insisted one
tournament did not neces-
sarily cancel out the other
and that under the right con-

ditions there would be room
for both.

“I think we are committed
to multiple tournaments on
a regular schedule,” said
Daly. “We’re committed for
2020.

“It is a whole set of issues
associated with Olympic
participation that doesn’t
even relate to World Cup
consideration. We view the
two events as separate.”

The NHL has shut down
midseason since the 1998
Nagano Winter Games, free-
ing players to represent
their countries but recently
owners have lost some en-
thusiasm for the Olympics

because many players have
returned injured or tired,
thereby hurting their teams
in the push towards the
Stanley Cup playoffs.

The league has sought nu-
merous concessions from the
International Ice Hockey
Federation (IIHF) and Inter-
national Olympic Committee
(IOC), including a greater
say in how the tournament is
run and access to Olympic
trademarks and archives to
help promote the game.

NHL commissioner Gary
Bettman said in November
that, before committing to
the 2018 PyeongChang Win-
ter Games, the league will

first weigh the benefits of
playing at the 2022 Beijing
Olympics, where they will
have an opportunity to make
an impression on a massive
Chinese market.

“It’s really very simple.
Here are the possible advan-
tages of doing a World Cup and
other international events, in-
cluding the Olympics, and dis-
advantages include that every
extra game you play does
something to compress the
schedule,” said Fehr.

“It is additionally taxing
on the players. It is up to the
players to say basically,
‘You know, we think this
one is a step too far.’ I’m

going to keep asking them
but so far we are not getting
any push back.”

While the IIHF and IOC
are eager for an answer,
Fehr says that serious nego-
tiations will not even begin
until after the Rio de Janei-
ro Summer Games are held
in August.

“The history is that the
real discussions take place
sometime after the preced-
ing Summer Olympics,
which would be after the Rio
Games conclude and World
Cup,” said Fehr.

“I don’t think there are
any differences this time in
the negotiating schedule.”
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Boston Celtics guard Isaiah Thomas (left) drives to the basket while Portland Trail Blazers center Mason Plumlee (right)
defends during the first half at TD Garden on Wednesday night.

NHL

Ravens,QBFlacco agree to 3-year extension
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Quarterback Joe Flacco
signed a three-year contract
extension with the Balti-
more Ravens
on Tuesday.

Flacco was
scheduled to enter the 2016
season with the NFL’s sec-
ond-highest cap figure at
$28.6 million — and a base
salary of $18 million — as
part of the contract he
signed in March 2013 on the
heels of the Ravens’ Super
Bowl XLVII victory.

Flacco is recovering from
a torn ACL in November
2015 but general manager
Ozzie Newsome said last
week at the NFL Scouting
Combine the Ravens expect
him to be ready to go for the
start of training camp. The

Ravens enter the offseason
with two quarterbacks,
Flacco and Ryan Mallett,
under contract.

Including Tuesday’s ex-
tension, the Ravens are tied
to Flacco through 2021.

Flacco’s original deal was
a six-year, $120.6 million
pact with $29 million as a
signing bonus and $29 mil-
lion guaranteed. That deal
would have expired after the
2018 season, sending Flacco
into free agency at age 34.
He’s now signed through age
36.

Patriots release LaFell,
Chandler

The New England Patri-
ots released tight end Scott
Chandler and wide receiver
Brandon LaFell on Wednes-
day in moves that will result

in salary cap savings of ap-
proximately $4 million.

Chandler signed last
March with the Patriots as a
free agent and played in 15
games, starting four, during
the regular season. He had
23 receptions for 259 yards
and four touchdowns, main-
ly as the team’s No. 3 tight
end.

The 30-year-old veteran
also has played for the San
Diego Chargers, New York
Giants, Dallas Cowboys and
Buffalo Bills in eight NFL
seasons. He has 205 career
receptions for 2,379 yards
and 21 touchdowns.

LaFell joined the Patriots
as an unrestricted free agent
in 2014. He started seven
games and played in only 11
in 2015 because of a foot in-
jury. He had 37 receptions

for 515 yards during the reg-
ular season and added three
catches for 6 yards in the
playoffs.

The 29-year-old has 278
career receptions for 3,852
yards and 20 touchdowns in
six NFL seasons. He ended
last season with the Patri-
ots as their No. 4 wide re-
ceiver.

Packers re-signKCrosby
The Green Bay Packers

re-signed kicker Mason
Crosby to a four-year con-
tract on Wednesday, just a
week before he would have
become a free agent.

No terms were announced
but on Tuesday multiple
media outlets reported that
Crosby’s deal is worth $16.1
million, including a $5 mil-
lion signing bonus.

NFL

Savage, Levesque lead Aroostook All-Stars
CARIBOU — Caribou’s

Donovan Savage closed out
the 26th annual Aroostook
County Se-
nior All-
Star Game
by hitting
five consec-
u t i v e
3-point shots to finish with a
game-high 28 points for
Team Red in a 122-98 victory
over Team Black.

Jimmy Buzzell of Hodg-
don and Logan Halvorson of
Easton finished with 21 and
19 for the Red Team.

For Team Black, Tyson
Porter of Katahdin High in
Stacyville finished with 18
points, Garrett Ring of Houl-
ton tallied 15 and Jarrett
Olson of Washburn added 14.

Proceeds from the games
benefit the Aroostook

League Scholarship Fund.
Last year, the league pre-
sented $4,000 in scholarships
to graduating student-ath-
letes.

Red (122): Dustin Pryor
5-0-10, Gabe Massey 4-1-10,
Donovan Savage 11-0-28,
Riley McGrath 4-2-10, Logan
Halvorson 7-0-19, Drew Soto-
mayer 1-0-3, Josh Ricker 1-0-
2, Jimmy Buzzell 8-4-21, Jo-
seph Canwell 4-0-10, Chance
Gervais 4-0-9.

Black (98): Ryan Chasse
5-0-13, Brandon Theriault
4-0-10, Garrett Ring 6-2-15,
Tyson Porter 8-2-18, Craig
Gendreau 3-0-6, Connor
Murchison 1-0-3, Kyle Rider
2-3-7, Noah Caron 3-2-10,
Brandon Cropley 1-0-2, Jar-
rett Olson 5-1-14.

3-pt. goals: Massey, Sav-
age 6, Halvorson 5, Sotomay-

er, Buzzell, Canwell 2, Ger-
vais; Chasse 3, Theriault 2,
Ring, Murchison, Caron 2,
Olson 3.

Halftime: Red 60-47

Girls Basketball
Blue 83, Pink 62

In the girls game, Alexis
Levesque of Madawaska
tossed in 15 points to lead a
balanced Team Blue attack
in a victory over Team Pink.

Emmy Churchill of Wash-
burn and Rhylee Wright of
Wisdom each scored 14
points while Presque Isle
teammates Taylor Williams
and Olivia Hudson had 10
and nine, respectively for
Team Blue.

For Team Pink, Molly
Cunningham of Katahdin
and Chelsea Pelkey of Fort
Fairfield each connected for

14 points, and Jenna Bouch-
er of Caribou added 12.

Pink (62): Laura Stur-
geon 3-0-6, Karli Levesque
2-0-5, Jenna Boucher 5-0-12,
Kim Stoddard, Taylor
Churchill, Kayla Giberson
2-0-5, Teresa Maynard 2-0-4,
Chelsea Pelkey 5-0-14, Molly
Cunningham 7-0-14, Court-
ney Stevens 1-0-2.

Blue (83): Blake Bradley
1-0-3, Natalie Hill, Jackie
Peers 3-0-7, Alexis Levesque
7-0-15, Olivia Hudson 3-0-9,
Regan Nelson 2-0-4, Taylor
Williams 4-0-10, Grace Bral-
ey 3-0-7, Emmy Churchill
6-0-14, Rhylee Wright 7-0-14.

3-pt. goals: K. Levesque,
Boucher 2, Giberson, Pelkey
4; Bradley, Peers, A.
Levesque, Hudson 3, Wil-
liams 2, Braley, Churchill 2.

Halftime: Blue 53-27

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP
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The Catamounts surged
in front with a 17-6 burst
during a span of four min-
utes late in the first half.

Already leading 27-20,
Ward got the run going with
a layup, then Steidl scored
from close range. Lawton
countered for UMaine with
a 3-pointer, but Steidl hit a
jumper and Wills scored an-
other layup to make it 35-23
at the 8:22 mark.

Ilija Stojiljkovic answered

with a 3 for the Black Bears,
but Duncan, Bell-Haynes
and Steidl each connected
for a 3-pointer as Vermont
extended its advantage to
44-26 with 6:22 remaining in
the half.

UMaine was forced to
fight an uphill battle from
that point on. The visitors
used a 9-2 surge that includ-
ed three points from Vann to
get the Bears back within
83-70 with 5:21 to play, but
Bell-Haynes made a free
throw and scored two layups
during a 7-0 run that re-
stored the Catamounts’ lead
to 20.
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