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Wood, the 2014-15 Ameri-
ca East Female Student-
Athlete of the Year, was a
second-team CoSIDA Aca-
demic All-American on her
way to conference honors
in the classroom.

Swan bolstered UMaine’s
inside attack, connecting
for 10.5 points and pulling
down 5.8 rebounds per
game in AE play.

Richards, a 6-foot-1for-
ward, led America East in
scoring (22.8 points per
game) and was second in
rebounding (8.6 rpg), fourth
in field-goal percentage
(.553) and eighth in steals
(1.8 spg).

James, a sophomore for-
ward, led the league and is
15th in the country in
blocked shots (2.97 per game)
and was the glue as Bing-
hamton held opponents to
58.1 ppg this winter.

Carter, a 6-2 sophomore
forward, came off the bench
for the top-seeded Great
Danes. She posted 8.7
points, 6.1 rebounds and 1.2
blocks in conference games
and shot 56 percent from
the field, which ranked sec-
ond in America East.

Anyagaligbo, a freshman
forward, averaged 10.1

points and 9.1 rebounds to
lead all first-year players
in both categories. She be-
came the first freshman to
lead the league in rebound-
ing since Julie Forster of
Albany in 2009-10.

Joining Koizar and Rich-
ards on the All-AE first
team are Albany’s Imani
Tate, Elizabeth Belanger of
New Hampshire and Tay-
lor McCarley of UMBC.

The second team includes
Zakiya Saunders of Albany,
Binghamton’s Imani Wat-
kins, Pandora Wilson of
UMBC, Brittany Snow of
Stony Brook and Wood.

The third team is composed
of Binghamton’s Kim Al-
brecht and James, Darby Lee
of Hartford, UMass Lowell’s
Lindsey Doucette and Swan.

The All-Defensive Team
consists of Richards, Tate,
James, Wood and McCar-
ley. The All-Rookie contin-
gent features Anyagaligbo,
Stony Brook teammate Da-
vion Wingate, Ashley Sto-
rey of UNH, Lindsey Abed
of Hartford and Bingham-
ton’s Rebecca Carmody.

All-Academic picks were
Koizar, Wood, Snow, Al-
brecht and Albany’s Cas-
sandra Edwards.

added that he also was
happy with the continuing
relat ionship with
Learfield/Black Bear
Sports Properties.

Creech said in the
changing digital world, it
is valuable to have an “es-
tablished partner” such as
ABC 7/FOX 22, which had
a previous two-year con-
tract for UMaine games
with a one-year extension
for this past season.

Palmer said they love
carrying UMaine games.

“It’s a fabulous thing to

put on,” said Palmer. “You
can watch game shows,
talk shows or movies lots
of places but there aren’t a
whole lot of places you can
watch UMaine hockey and
football games. We’re
thrilled to have it. We have
always had a great rela-
tionship with the Univer-
sity of Maine and the peo-
ple at Learfield have been
terrific. It’s a first-rate or-
ganization all the way.”

Hoyt said he is ecstatic to
be renewing the partner-
ship with ABC 7/FOX 22.

The partnership between
Bangor Communications/
Learfield and the Universi-
ty of Maine first became a
reality in July 2013 after

contract negotiations be-
tween Learfield and WABI
TV Channel 5 had broken
off earlier that year.

ABC 7/FOX 22 also land-
ed six high school tourna-
ment basketball semifinal
games last month. The
games were being streamed
live by the Northeast
Sports Network and Palm-
er negotiated a deal with
the Vermont-based compa-
ny and the Maine Princi-
pals’ Association.

“I was very proud that
we were able to do that,”
said Palmer. “That is a
real marquee event. It’s
iconic. I wish we had been
able to do more games.”

Palmer praised Dick Du-

rost, executive director of
the MPA, for his coopera-
tion.

“He’s a steward of the
community. He does a ter-
rific job,” said Palmer.

Palmer said they will ex-
plore doing more tourna-
ment games next season.

“We want to try to do as
much local stuff as we can,”
said Palmer, noting they
televised Gov. Paul LeP-
age’s town hall meeting
from Husson University in
Bangor live in January.

Editor’s note: Larry
Mahoney is employed by
Learfield for its UMaine
men’s hockey radio broad-
casts.

him from his goal of win-
ning the NASCAR Xfinity
Series championship.

The 24-year-old No. 3
Chevrolet driver ranks third
in the standings in the series
where names are made —
only five points behind first-
place Elliott Sadler — after
finishing 13th at Daytona
and fifth at Atlanta to open
up the season.

Dillon leads Richard Chil-
dress Racing’s full-time Xfinity
Series driver contingent of
Brandon Jones and Brendan
Gaughan to Las Vegas Motor
Speedway for Saturday’s Boyd
Gaming 300 (4 p.m., FS1) — the
first race of the three-event
NASCAR Goes West trip.

“I think last season we
had a good couple of weeks
during the West Coast races,

but this year we’ll look to
build on that,” said Dillon,
who posted two top-10 fin-
ishes in the Xfinity Series’
three-race visit to the Pacif-
ic last March. “I’d love to be
able to go out and win a race
and lock this team into the
Chase — that is the ultimate
goal. But we also realize that
these next three races are a
grind and it’s important to
do well and set the tone for
after the Easter break.”

Jones and Gaughan have
jumped out to strong starts
this season as well. Jones sits
fourth in the Xfinity Series,
trailing Sadler by only six
points, while Gaughan is in
sixth, 10 markers off the lead.

Jones, 19, leads the Suno-
co Rookie of the Year stand-
ings. He has never made an
Xfinity Series start at Las
Vegas, but finished fifth
there last season in a NAS-
CAR Camping World Truck
Series race.

“We ran top-five all day
and had a lot of speed (in the
Truck Series race last
year),” Jones said. “I think
that’s what I like most about
Las Vegas, you can carry a
lot of speed around that
track. I anticipate seeing a
lot of the same conditions in
the NASCAR Xfinity Series
race this weekend.”

The home crowd will be
pulling for Las Vegas native
Gaughan, who placed sixth
at LVMS last season and has
a 9.5 average finish at the
desert oval. Gaughan won
the 2003 NCWTS race at his
home track.

“Las Vegas Motor Speed-
way is another track that
has aged and tires wear out
now,” Gaughan said. “It’s a
nice place to race where
Goodyear can bring the tire
they want to bring. It ages, it
slips and slides, so it’s an-
other fun place and for me
its home. It’s Vegas.”
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Waterville, Lewiston seeking
state hockey championships
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

Dennis Martin expected
to have a very good hockey
team this season at Water-
ville High School, and he
was right.

His 18-1-1
Purple Pan-
thers will
look to
claim their first state school-
boy hockey title since 2009
when they take on Yar-
mouth, 16-4, for the Class B
crown at 1 p.m. Saturday at
The Colisee in Lewiston.

Yarmouth hasn’t won a
state championship since
2002.

Waterville won the lone
regular season game 3-2.

In the Class A final at 6
p.m. at The Colisee, Scarbor-
ough, 16-2-3, will try to de-
fend its state title when it
takes on 16-2-2 Lewiston.

Like Yarmouth, Lewiston
will be seeking its first title
since 2002.

Scarborough and Lewis-
ton skated to two ties (1-1,
4-4) during the regular sea-
son.

Martin said his Water-
ville team reminds him of
the 2009 team that won a
Class A championship. Both
teams had exceptional bal-
ance.

“We’ve received 44 goals
from each of our top two
lines and 39 goals from our
defensemen,” he said. “We
have six guys with 30 or
more points. The players
have been unselfish.”

Junior defenseman An-
drew Roderigue led the Pan-
thers in scoring during the
regular season with 27 goals
and 16 assists for 43 points.
Senior right wing Michael
Oliveira (14-26-40), junior
left wing Jackson Aldrich
(22-18-40), senior left wing
Nick Denis (16 & 19), junior
center Justin Wentworth (16
& 18) and junior defenseman
Matt Jolicoeur (9 & 21) were
the others with 30 or more.

Sophomore center Cody
Pellerin, who centers for
Oliveira and Denis, had 11-
17-28. Wentworth and Al-
drich are on a line with ju-
nior Michael Bolduc (3-10-
13).

Junior goalie Nathan Pin-
nette (15-1-1, 2.13 goals-
against average, .896 save
percentage) has been “our
unsung hero,” according to
Martin.

Martin said Yarmouth is
a quality team that is “well-
coached” and boasts a top-
notch goaltender in Dan
Latham (14-4, 2.01, .920).

Patrick Grant (13-25-38)
and defenseman Walter

Conrad (13-22-35) have been
the catalysts for David St.
Pierre’s Clippers.

Scarborough coach Norm
Gagne has won seven state
titles in 17 state game ap-
pearances with three
schools.

Travis Roy finalist Matt
Caron (19 & 22), Cam Nigro
(17 & 16), Cam Smith (12 &

10) and Ross Leblond (13-2-
2, 2.07, .895) have sparked
the Red Storm while coach
Jamie Belleau’s Blue Dev-
ils have been led by Jerom-
ey Rancourt (12 & 18), Kyle
Morin (13 & 14), Alex Rob-
ert (13 & 14) and Sam
Frechette (9 & 11) along
with Jacob Strout (12-2,
1.54, .896).

ASHLEY L. CONTI | BDN

Waterville’s Jackson Aldrich (right) shoots and scores on
Messalonskee’s Amber Kochaver during Waterville’s 5-2
victory in the Class B North ice hockey championship at
Alfond Arena in Orono on Tuesday night.
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Bucksport
native scores
MMAvictory
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Ray “All Business” Wood
made an impressive debut
with the national-level Bel-
lator mixed martial arts pro-
motion Fri-
day night,
scoring a
first-round
knockout of
Chris “Li-
onheart” Jones on the un-
dercard of Bellator 151 at the
WinStar Resort and Casino
in Thackerville, Oklahoma.

The fight was broadcast
via live streaming at spik-
etv.com.

Wood, a 26-year-old Buck-
sport High School graduate
and former New England
Fights MMA featherweight
champion, dominated Jones
from the outset of the sched-
uled three-round bout,
which was fought at a catch-
weight of 150 pounds after
Jones weighed in 7.4 pounds
over the originally sched-
uled 145-pound feather-
weight limit.

Wood weighed in at 145.4
pounds.

Wood began the fight by
landing a succession of ef-
fective kicks in an effort to
keep the bigger Jones away
from him, with one kick to
the liver leaving Jones in
trouble barely a minute into
the opening round.

Jones, a 34-year-old veter-
an from Dallas, Texas, then
seemingly got a chance to
regroup when the fight was
halted temporarily after a
borderline kick by Wood
was ruled an unintentional
low blow.

But little changed after
the fighters resumed their
combat a moment later.

Jones briefly pinned
Wood against the cage wall,
but Wood quickly returned
the fight to the center of the
cage and then used a side
kick followed immediately

by a spinning back fist to the
jaw to send Jones to the can-
vas and end the fight at 3:10
of the five-minute round.

Wood, who now lives and
trains in Amarillo, Texas,
but remains affiliated with
Young’s MMA in Bangor,
improved his professional
record to 7-1 while Jones fell
to 10-3 overall, 3-2 in Bellator
bouts.

This was Wood’s first fight
since August 2015 when he
scored a three-round unani-
mous decision over Carlos
Vivas in Charlotte, North
Carolina, while still living in
South Carolina.

Wood and his wife moved
to Texas last fall, and he
was preparing to return to
Maine to fight Vovka
“KGB” Clay of Amherst,
New Hampshire, on an
NEF card at the Androscog-
gin Bank Colisee in Lewis-
ton in November until that
bout fell through because
of an injury to Clay.

Wood then accepted a
chance to fight on short no-
tice at Bellator 146 on Nov.
20, 2015, also in Thacker-
ville, Oklahoma, before an
ankle injury forced him out
of that bout against Mark
“Tricky” Dickman of Las
Vegas, Nevada.

Wood became the third
MMA fighter with Maine
roots to win on the national
stage since last fall.

Bruce “Pretty Boy” Boy-
ington of Brewer and
Young’s MMA defeated Ro-
drigo Almeida by split deci-
sion at World Series of
Fighting 24 at the Foxwoods
Resort Casino in Connecti-
cut last October.

Another Young’s MMA
fighter, “The” Ryan Sanders
of Bangor, then scored a sec-
ond-round stoppage of Luis
Felix during a CES MMA 32
card from Lincoln, Rhode
Island, in January that was
broadcast nationally by
AXS-TV.

Women’s Basketball

America East Quarterfinals
No. 2 Maine vs. No. 7 New Hampshire

Time, site: noon Saturday, Events Center, Vestal, New York
Records: Maine 24-7 (15-1 America East), New Hampshire 12-17 (6-10)
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 46-30, Maine 59-55 on 2/8/16
Key players: Maine — 5-8 G Sigi Koizar (17.5 points per game, 4.2 rebounds

per game, 3.9 assists per game, 1.6 steals per game, .434 3-pt. FG pct.), 5-10
G/F Liz Wood (9.4 ppg, 7.4 rpg, 3.0 apg, 2.5 spg), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson (8.6
ppg, 4.2 rpg, 2.0 apg), 5-11 F Bella Swan (8.2 ppg, 5.3 rpg), 5-8 G Sophie Weck-
strom (6.3 ppg, 2.3 apg), 5-9 G Lauren Bodine (4.6 ppg); UNH — 5-10 G Eliza-
beth Belanger (16.9 ppg, 7.0 rpg), 6-2 C Carlie Pogue (11.0 ppg, 5.3 rpg), 6-1 F
Ashley Storey (5.4 ppg, 3.4 rpg), 5-9 G Aliza Simpson (4.9 ppg, 2.5 apg), 5-7 G
Kristen Anderson (4.7 ppg, 3.4 apg)

Game notes: The Black Bears begin their quest to reach the program’s first AE
final since 2005 against the Wildcats. UMaine won both regular-season meetings,
but UNH made it interesting the last time out. The average margin of victory is
only seven points. The Bears have won 12 in a row, capping the regular season
with Saturday’s 69-37 rout of Binghamton. The Wildcats beat UMBC 67-59 on
Sunday and have won four of their last five. UMaine continues to rely on its
stingy defense, which ranks fourth in the country while allowing only 49.9 ppg
(47.2 ppg in AE games). The Bears must keep Belanger in check and not allow
Pogue to get the ball in the paint or along the baseline, where she excels. UMaine
also must assert itself on the boards and stay out of foul trouble. On offense, the
Bears eye an effective mix of attacking in transition and wearing down the
defense with patient half-court sets. UMaine is 18-1 this season when scoring 60
points or more.
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