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Pats pick up contract option onGronk
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Rob Gronkowski is under con-
tract with the New England Patri-
ots through the 2019 season after
the remainder of a $10 million
team option was picked up on
Monday.

The All-Pro tight end turns 27 in
May and has 65 touchdowns recep-
tions in his first six seasons to go
with 380 receptions for 5,555 yards.
The Boston Herald first reported
the Patriots picked up the final $6
million option.

The Patriots signed Gronkows-
ki to a six-year, $54 million exten-
sion in 2012 and the final four sea-

sons of the deal were tied to a two-
tier team option. Gronkowski can
increase the original outlay of
guaranteed money from $13.17 mil-
lion with the additional bonus fig-
ures tacked on.

He caught eight passes for 155
yards and a touchdown in the AFC
Championship game loss to the
Denver Broncos and had 72 recep-
tions for 1,176 yards and 11 touch-
downs in 2015. Gronkowski has 23
touchdown catches the past two
seasons.

BuccaneersOGMankins retires
Seven-time Pro Bowl guard

Logan Mankins informed the

Tampa Bay Buccaneers on Mon-
day he plans to retire.

Mankins spent the past two sea-
sons with the Bucs after playing
nine seasons with the New Eng-
land Patriots.

“It is always difficult losing a
player of Logan’s caliber both on
the field and in the locker room,”
Bucs general manager Jason Licht
said in a team-issued release. “He
is one of the toughest, most intel-
ligent and skilled players at his
position that I have seen in my
years around this game. Logan
distinguished himself as the ulti-
mate professional over his 11-year
career and he was an unques-

tioned leader for us over the past
two seasons. His leadership, work
ethic and selflessness played a key
role in the development of our
younger players and he set the
standard which we use to evaluate
all of our offensive linemen.”

Mankins went to the Bucca-
neers in a trade that caught him by
surprise in 2014. He eventually fo-
cused on the job and started 31 of
32 games the past two seasons.

Mankins was named All-Pro six
times.

Mankins said in January while
preparing for his seventh Pro
Bowl in Hawaii that he was lean-
ing toward retirement but wanted

to take extra time to be certain
that was the right call.

His retirement clears nearly $7
million of cap space for the Bucca-
neers, who have needs all across
the offensive line minus Mankins.
However, the move is not a sur-
prise to general manager Jason
Licht, who said in February at the
Scouting Combine that Tampa had
prepared for all outcomes in
Mankins’ situation.

A first-round draft pick in 2005,
Mankins was one of the most con-
sistent players in the Patriots’ of-
fense and was traded because of a
lingering contract dispute with
the front office.

Gardiner seniorwins
2ndNewEngland title
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Peter DelGallo of Gardin-
er won his second New Eng-
land high school wrestling
title in four years over the
weekend, following up his
106-pound title as a fresh-
man with the 120-pound
crown as a senior.

DelGallo was one of eight
Maine wrestlers to earn All-
New Eng-
land honors
at the 52nd
annual New
England In-
terscholastic Wrestling
Championships held Friday
and Saturday at Providence,
Rhode Island.

The top six finishers in
each weight class are accord-
ed All-New England status.

Cody Craig, a junior from
Skowhegan,placedsecondat106
pounds, and Chris Wilson (195
pounds)ofNokomisofNewport,
Austin Shorey (120) of Noble of
North Berwick and Bradley
Beaulieu (132) of Marshwood of
South Berwick each finished
third in his weight class.

Kam Doucette (160) of
Skowhegan and Robert
Heatherman (170) of Mt. Ara-
rat-Brunswick each battled to
a fourth-place finish, and Mi-
chael Pendriss (220) of Fox-
croft Academy in Dover-Fox-
croft rallied from an opening-
match loss to place sixth in
his weight division.

DelGallo won his first three
matches without losing a
point, outscoring two oppo-
nents from Connecticut and a
third from New Hampshire

by a combined 20-0 to advance
to the championship final.

There he bested Connor
McGonagle of Timberlane
High School in Plaistow, New
Hampshire, 7-2.

Craig yielded just one point
on his way to the 106-pound
final — winning by a 15-0 tech-
nical fall, a pin at 53 seconds of
the first round and a 5-1 deci-
sion — before falling in the
final to Jake Ferri of Shaw-
sheen Tech in Blllerica, Mas-
sachusetts, by an 8-5 decision.

Wilson scored a one-point
decision and a third-round pin
to advance to the champion-
ship semifinals at 195 before
dropping a 6-5 decision to Ben-
ton Whitley of Minnechaug
Regional High School in Wil-
braham, Massachusetts.

The Nokomis standout
then decisioned Dakota King
of Mount Anthony Union of
Bennington, Vermont, before
defeating Nathan Skawinski
6-1 in the third-place match.

Craig and Doucette led the
newly crowned Class A state
champions from Skowhegan
to the best finish by a Maine
team at the New Englands,
seventhoverallwith48points.

Other top-finishing Maine
schools were Noble (tied for
18th with 31 points), Marsh-
wood (T24, 29 points), Gardin-
er (T28, 25), Winslow (T32, 20),
Nokomis (35th, 19) and Fox-
croft Academy (T47, 16).

Bishop Hendricken of War-
wick, Rhode Island, topped
the 155 high schools repre-
sented in the tournament
with 89 points. It was the
school’s first New England
wrestling title in 40 years.

Maine will graduate three
of its top six scorers in sec-
ond-leading point-getter
Will Merchant, who had a
team-high 13 goals to go with
nine assists; captain Steven
Swavely (9 & 10), the team’s
No. 4 scorer; and Andrew
Tegeler (4 & 11), who was
tied for fifth.

Merchant and Tegeler
had more points this season
than they had amassed in
their entire careers coming
into the campaign.

All three were valuable
power forwards with tireless
work ethics, but none of them
was an elite scorer. Swavely’s
81 career points in 146 games
was tops on the team.

Swavely and alternate cap-
tains Merchant, senior defen-
seman Conor Riley (1 & 4) and
junior center Cam Brown had
impressive leadership quali-
ties.

Versatile Billy Norman
will join Swavely, Merchant,
Tegler and Riley in departing
the program.

The strength of next year’s
team should be the defense
corps.

Junior Dan Renouf (6 & 9)
was the team’s top defense-
man and his offensive skills
have developed significantly.
He was one of the league’s bet-
ter blue-liners.

Rob Michel (0 & 8) had a
strong freshman year and
could eventually become of
the league’s top defensemen.

Junior Eric Schurhamer (2
& 8) has become more consis-
tent and could again be a
point-producer.

Sophomore Mark Hamil-
ton (0 & 6) and freshmen Sam
Becker (0 & 1) and Keith
Muehlbauer (1 & 0) improved
over the course of the season
after a shaky, mistake-prone
start. Hamilton supplied a
needed physical presence but
needs to reduce his penalty
minutes (79).

Six-foot-four, 201-pound
Patrick Holway, a sixth-round
draft pick of Detroit who is
playing in the prestigious
United States Hockey League,
will be very much in the mix
on the blue line next season
and 6-6, 225-pound Stephen
Cochrane, a redshirt this past
season, could also figure in.

“We should be in good
shape on the back end,” said
Gendron, who received a two-
year contract extension last
month.

Gendron feels “pretty com-
fortable” with McGovern (2-
14-3 record, 2.78 goals-against
average, .905 save percentage)
and Morris (6-10-3, 3.54, .901)
but also said “they have to
evolve to where they give us
consistent performances on a
nightly basis.”

Sophomore Sean Romeo,
who played in 23 games in
2014-15, was the third-string
goalie.

The returning catalysts up
front will be Blaine Byron, the
team’s leading scorer with 8 &
16, third-leading point-produc-
er Brown (8 & 12), sophomore
Nolan Vesey (5 & 6) and fresh-
man Brendan Robbins (4 & 7).

Byron is the team’s most
creative forward but needs to
continue to get stronger so he
can protect the puck more ef-
fectively.

The energetic and elusive
Brown has to keep working
on his shot and his release, He
has a strong finish to build
with goals in each of the two
Northeastern playoff games
and had three goals in his last
five games.

Byron (2 & 7) and Brown (5
& 3) were two of the team’s top
three point producers on a
power play that wound up
47th in the country after an
end-of-season resurgence (6-
for-18).

Vesey, who had 10 goals
and 23 points as a freshman,
struggled for much of the sea-
son but played his best hock-
ey at the end of the year,
stringing together a five-game
points streak (1 & 4) to take
into next season.

Robbins supplied speed
and tenacity and spent time
on one of the top two lines.

Sophomore Cedric Lacroix
(5 & 3) and freshman Danny
Perez (2 & 6) were physical
and tough to play against and
could be more productive
next season. Perez has sur-
prising speed for a 6-4,
205-pounder.

Juniors Brian Morgan (6 &
1), who went pointless in his
last 11 games, and Brady
Campbell (1 & 1) will have to
be more of a factor and the
jury is still out on freshmen
Dane Gibson (1 & 3) and Jus-
tin Rai (0 & 1). Hard-nosed
Malcolm Hayes will return
after sitting out with season-
ending shoulder surgery and
sophomore Jack Musil will
also be in the mix.

Detroit fifth-round draft
pick Chase Pearson (34
points in 44 games for
Youngstown in the USHL),
Mitch Fossier (32 points in 49
games for Sioux City in the
USHL), and Florida seventh-
round pick Patrick Shea (39
points in 33 games at Kimball
Union Academy) and Tim
Doherty (43 points in 30
games for the Boston Junior
Bruins) could all make an
immediate impact.

“Our freshman class has
size, speed and all sorts of
things. They will get playing
minutes early and often. I’m
pretty confident they’ll be
able to produce,” said Gen-
dron, who is looking to bring
in at least one more player for
next season.

Maine wound up 50th in
goals-against average (3.39)
and 52nd on the penalty kill
(78.5 percent).

Barring injuries, next
year’s Maine team should
win at least 14 games with
its improved skill level, eas-
ier nonconference schedule
and maturation.

Hockey
Continued from Page B5

guys, but Nick went out
there as poised as could be
and played really well.

“He had a little foul trouble,
but I know that when most 18-
or 19-year-old kids go to Rupp,
they’re fazed, but it was like
another ballgame for Nick.”

The only Eastern Kentucky
player to start all 31 games
this winter, Mayo went on to
average 14.5 points, 4.9 re-
bounds, 1.1 assists and 1.1
blocks per game while shoot-
ing 60.7 percent from the field,
55.6 percent from 3-point land
and 80.2 percent from the free-
throw line.

“I was just so impressed
with how much better Nick
got during the course of the
year,” McHale said. “What
makes him special in my opin-
ion is that he doesn’t get too
high, he doesn’t get too low.
He’s so poised and that’s why
he was able to perform under
pressure like he did.

“I enjoyed coaching him
more than any kid I’ve been
around.”

Mayo became one of just

two freshmen in the last five
years to be named first-team
All-Ohio Valley Conference —
joining former Murray State
guard and NBA first-round
draft pick Cameron Payne,
now of the Oklahoma City
Thunder.

“I just had to get used to
playing at that level every
day,” Mayo said. “I was going
up against bigger, stronger,
older, more athletic players,
guys who are 22 or 23 years old
and I’m only 18.

“Really, confidence was a
big part of it, believing in my-
self that I can play at this level
with great players. Once the
confidence got into me it was
just all work ethic, working
hard every day, getting into
the gym and trying to improve
myself.”

Mayo’s field-goal percent-
age ranked fourth in the Ohio
Valley Conference and 18th
among NCAA Division I play-
ers nationally. Mayo also
ranked second in field-goal
percentage and 18th in total
points (450) among all Divi-
sion I freshmen nationwide.

“I just wanted him to come
in and anchor the middle,”
McHale said. “We didn’t have
anyone on our roster bigger
than 6-foot-7, so I knew he was

going to play. I didn’t know
how much I could rely on him
at first but he went from a guy
I penciled in as my starting
center to my No. 1 option pret-
ty much midway through the
year. I had some good pieces
around him, but he became
the guy and he embraced it.”

Mayo’s numbers all in-
creased during conference
play, with his scoring average
improving to 16.6 points per
game to rank ninth in the
league while he was fourth in
field-goal percentage (61.7) and
fifth in blocks (1.4 per game).

The lone frustration for
Mayo was that the Colonels
failed to qualify for the Ohio
Valley Conference tourna-
ment for the first time in 14
years, finishing the season at
15-16 overall, 6-10 in league
play.

“Overall, I wish we would
have had a better record to
make the tournament, but this
was the first year with a whole
new coaching staff and new
players,” Mayo said. “We
played well at times and we
had a lot of really close games
that we lost at the buzzer or in
the last minute that could have
changed thewholeseason ifwe
could have come up with wins,
but it was a fun year.”

Mayo chose Eastern Ken-
tucky over eight other Divi-
sion I scholarship offers he re-
ceived after helping the Maine
Athletic Club 17-and-under
AAU team coached by Carl
Parker finish 11th in the 2014
AAU 11th-Grade National
Championships held in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.

But the formal relationship
got off to an uncertain start
late last March when the head
coach who recruited Mayo to
Eastern Kentucky, Jeff Neu-
bauer, left after 10 years to
take the same job at Fordham
University.

McHale, a former assistant
coach at Minnesota and Louis-
ville who was a student team
manager for four years during
his undergraduate days at
Kentucky, was hired to re-
place Neubauer barely a week
later.

One of his first moves as the
Colonels’ head coach was to
travel to Maine — where his
parents have a summer home
on Little Sebago Lake — to
visit Mayo and his family and
assure the recruit of his con-
tinuing importance to Eastern
Kentucky’s basketball future.

“I knew right away when I
met with him and his family
that he came from a great fam-

ily, and that was important
me,” McHale said. “I also
knew he cared about winning,
he values winning.

“I had watched a lot of film
of him and I knew he was a
great athlete who can run the
floor and can outrun most
guys his size. He also had
great hands, he can catch any-
thing and he made my guards
look that much better this
year because the ball could be
at his knees or way above his
head and he still was going to
catch it.”

McHale now is recruiting
in advance of the spring Na-
tional Letter of Intent signing
period in April, and one of his
primary goals has Mayo in
mind.

“I want Nick to become
more of a stretch-4 [forward],”
he said. “I think that’s his
natural position, I’ve told him
that and I’ve told his parents
that so that’s my primary
focus, to get another big guy in
here to compliment him.”

Mayo will stay in Kentucky
for most of the summer, where
his workouts will include
playing with and against stars
from both Kentucky and Lou-
isville.

“I’m looking forward to
that,” he said “They’re going

to make me better because
they’re great players them-
selves, so having that opportu-
nity will be great.”

But first he’ll return to
Maine in a week during East-
ern Kentucky’s spring break,
marking the first time he’s
been back home for an ex-
tended period since the end of
workouts last summer save
for a four-day respite around
Christmas.

Then it will be back to work
for Mayo, with an offseason
regimen, including weight
training and individual skill
development.

“I think if he improves his
rebounding numbers and gets
counters to his post moves be-
cause teams are going to start
taking away his initial move
or favorite moves, the sky’s
the limit for him,” said
McHale, whose team will play
Manhattan College in New
York City next winter and
also is seeking a game against
a Boston-area opponent on
Mayo’s behalf.

“He has such a passion for
the game and he’s an even bet-
ter kid off the court,” he said.
“You add that passion with
his athleticism, his hands and
his footwork and you’ve got a
special kid.”

Mayo
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Maine softball team openswith victory
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

CLEARWATER, Florida
— Felicia Lennon recorded
an RBI double and run-pro-
ducing single to help the
Maine Black Bears open
their softball
season with a
7-4 victory
over Indiana
University Purdue at Fort
Wayne on Monday.

Lennon smacked the RBI
double to score Erika Leon-
ard in the first inning and
added the RBI single in
Maine’s three-run fourth in-
ning when Janelle Boucha-
rd and Alyssa Derrick each
hit RBI singles.

The Black Bears also
scored three runs in the sec-
ond inning with Maddie
Moore hitting a run-scoring
single and Rachel Carlson
driving in a run on an infield
groundout. The other run
came across on outfield error.

Jessica Murray recorded
a double, single and RBI to
lead IPFW (3-16). Lauren

Watson chipped in with two
singles and an RBI.

Molly Flowers, Nikki Mis-
ner and Erin Bogdanovich
each pitched two innings for
Maine with Bogdanovich
giving up three runs and
Misner allowing one. Flow-
ers pitched didn’t allow a hit
but walked two while strik-
ing out three.

Annie Kennedy earned a
save by not allowing a run
or hit in the seventh.

Husson earns split
At Kissimmee, Florida,

the Husson University Ea-
gles opened with a 2-1 win
over Mount St. Joseph but
then dropped an 8-0 five-in-
ning game to Westminster
(Pa.) on Sunday.

In the first game, Husson
scored both of its runs in the
top of the fifth when Casey
Lopes drew a bases-loaded
walk and the next run scored
when the Eagles executed a
triple steal. Allison Hill avoid-
ed a tag at home with Erika
Parker at the plate. Sami Cyr

and Lopes stole third and sec-
ond, respectively.

Alannah Healy picked up
her 12th career win for Hus-
son after allowing five hits
and one run over seven in-
nings.

In the second game, Titans
pitcher Jazmyn Rohrer threw
a no-hitter for the win. She
struck out 11 and was backed
by a 16-hit offense.

Men’s Basketball
Kansas enters postseason

at No. 1
The Kansas Jayhawks re-

mained a near-unanimous
No. 1 for the second straight
week in the men’s college bas-
ketball poll released Monday.

Kansas (27-4) received 63
first-place votes from the
65-member national media
panel as most teams enter
postseason play this week.

Michigan State (26-5),
which got the other two
first-place votes, is No. 2 for
the second week in a row.

The same teams are in the
Top 25 for a second straight

week, the first time that has
happened this season.

Villanova (27-4), Virginia
(24-6), Xavier (26-4), Oklaho-
ma (24-6), North Carolina
(25-6), Oregon (25-6), West
Virginia (24-7) and Indiana
(25-6) round out the top 10.

Miami (24-6) is No. 11, fol-
lowed by Utah (24-7), Purdue
(24-7), Louisville (23-8), Ari-
zona (24-7), Kentucky (23-8),
Texas A&M (24-7), Maryland
(24-7), Duke (22-9), Iowa (21-
9), Iowa State (21-10), Baylor
(21-10), Texas (20-11), Califor-
nia (22-9) and SMU (25-5).

College Football
Lovie Smith hired

as Illinois head coach
Longtime NFL head coach

Lovie Smith was named
head coach at the University
of Illinois.

“Naming Lovie Smith as
the Illinois head football
coach is the first step in tak-
ing this program to a place
of national prominence,”
athletic director Josh Whit-
man said in a statement.

HIGH
SCHOOL

WRESTLING

Strong start propels
Hampden byMDI

HAMPDEN — The No. 1
Hampden Academy Broncos
jumped out to an 18-8 lead at
the end of the first quarter en
route to
46-39 vic-
tory over
No. 16
Mount Desert Island in a uni-
fied high school basketball
prelim playoff game Monday.

Hampden advanced to the
quarterfinal round and will
host No. 8 Edward Little of
Auburn on Tuesday.

Tyler Hewey paced the
Broncos with 18 points.
Kenny Brewer-Frazee added
10 points and Zach Ewing

put in eight. Kelsey Tripp
contributed six points and
Isaiah Palmer had four.

Cameron Swan scored 10
points to lead MDI and Jacob
Fallica added seven. Zacha-
ry Johnson and Sarah St.
Clair each added six points,
Faith Mitchell had four and
Matt Lambert had two.

Hampden coach Andrea
Lee said the crowd “went
wild Jacob [Fallica] dropped
in the 3-pointer.”

“It was a great game and
well played by both teams,”
she added.

MDI 8 17 23 39
Hampden 18 28 40 46

UNIFIED
BASKETBALL

COLLEGE
ROUNDUP


