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Chiefs docked draft picks; Osweilerbolts
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

The Kansas City Chiefs were
fined and must forfeit two draft
choices after being informed by
the NFL on Wednesday that they
violated the league’s anti-tamper-
ing policy relat-
ing to their con-
tact with pro-
spective unre-
stricted free agent Jeremy Maclin,
then under contract to the Phila-
delphia Eagles.

Kansas City will forfeit its third-
round pick in the 2016 NFL Draft
and its sixth-round pick in 2017
and was fined $250,000.

Head coach Andy Reid was fined
$75,000 and general manager John
Dorsey was fined $25,000.

NFL Executive Vice President of
Football Operations Troy Vincent
noted the club was fully cooperative
and forthcoming in the investiga-
tion.

The Chiefs as well as Reid and
Dorsey can appeal the decision.

Chiefs Chairman and CEO Clark
Hunt issued a statement in response
to the ruling, which reads as follows:
“Today we were informed by the
National Football League that our
club will be disciplined for an infrac-
tion during the 2015 free agency ne-
gotiating period.

“While we respect Commissioner
Goodell and the process, we believe
that the penalties proposed in this
case are inconsistent with discipline
enforced in similar matters — par-
ticularly given the league’s inconsis-
tent communication of its policies
on contact with potential free agents.

“As an organization, we take
great care to conduct ourselves with
integrity and operate within the

guidelines of the NFL. We have been
fully cooperative and transparent
with the league in this matter, and
we are disappointed with the
league’s decision. I want to make it
clear that I fully support the leader-
ship of both Coach Reid and John
Dorsey. We will continue to explore
our options under the appeal pro-
cess.”

QBOsweiler bolts Broncos
for Texans

Quarterback Brock Osweiler
agreed to terms with the Houston
Texans, leaving the defending Super
Bowl champion Denver Broncos
without a starter.

According to multiple reports, Os-
weiler could sign the deal Wednes-
day, only two days after Peyton Man-
ning waved goodbye to the NFL,
seemingly clearing the way for Os-
weiler to take over in Denver.

But it was owner Bob McNair
who got his wish after publicly push-
ing for the Texans to find stability at
quarterback on the heels of a playoff
loss in which 2015 starting quarter-
back Brian Hoyer was intercepted
four times and lost a fumble.

Agent Jimmy Sexton fielded only
one known offer from the Broncos
— three years for $45 million. Oswei-
ler was a second-round pick of Den-
ver in 2012 and started seven games,

all in 2015, with Manning dealing
with a foot injury.

Manning formally announced his
retirement on Monday.

Osweiler had 10 touchdowns and
six interceptions for the Broncos in
2015. He was sacked 23 times in just
275 dropbacks. He was 5-2 fronting a
the NFL’s top-ranked defense.

Giants landVernon, Jenkins
Defensive end Olivier Vernon

began the day as a transition play-
er with the Miami Dolphins, which
carried a 2016 salary of $12.4 mil-
lion. Before the dinner bell rang in
New York on Wednesday, Vernon
was one of the highest-paid defen-
sive players in the league, agree-
ing to a five-year, $85 million con-
tract that capped a huge spending
spree by Giants general manager
Jerry Reese.

Vernon, 25, earned $1.542 million
last season and has 29 sacks through
his first four NFL seasons. He had a
team-best 7.5 sacks among his 61
tackles last season despite seeing in-
creased attention from opposing
teams following Cam Wake’s season-
ending Achilles injury.

The Dolphins rescinded the tran-
sition tag, which preserved refusal
rights to match any offer, after offi-
cially signing former Buffalo Bills
defensive end Mario Williams.

Earlier Wednesday, the Giants
agreed to deal with nose tackle
Damon Harrison and cornerback Ja-
noris Jenkins.

Harrison will continue to play
his home games at MetLife Stadi-
um, but he’ll be wearing a differ-
ent jersey next season as the nose
tackle jumps from the Jets to the
Giants.

The 6-foot-4, 350-pound Harrison

spent his first four NFL seasons with
the Jets. He will average $9.25 mil-
lion per year and receive $24 million
guaranteed and $30 million over the
first three seasons with the Giants,
according to NFL Media.

Harrison entered the NFL as an
undrafted rookie free agent out of
William Penn.

Earlier Wednesday, the Giants
reportedly agreed to a deal with St.
Louis Rams cornerback Janoris
Jenkins. The Giants announced a
one-year, $10.5 million contract
with defensive end Jason Pierre-
Paul on Tuesday.

Hasselbeck to retire,
replaceDitka on ESPN

Quarterback Matt Hasselbeck
announced Wednesday that he
will retire following 17 NFL sea-
sons and join his brother Tim as
an analyst for ESPN, reportedly
replacing Mike Ditka on the set of
“Sunday NFL Countdown” and
“Monday Night Countdown.”

Hasselbeck began his career as
a backup to Brett Favre in Green
Bay from 1999-2000. He then joined
former Packers head coach Mike
Holmgren in Seattle in 2001 and
went on to play in three Pro Bowl
and one Super Bowl as the Se-
ahawks’ starter for 10 seasons.

Hasselbeck moved on to the Ten-
nessee Titans in 2011 and started all
16 games. He played one more sea-
son for the Titans before spending
the past three years as Andrew
Luck’s backup in Indianapolis.

For his career, Hasselbeck
threw for 36,638 yards with 212
touchdowns and 153 interceptions.

Hasselbeck also served on the
Executive Committee for the NFL
Players Association.
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Denver Broncos quarterback Brock Osweiler walks onto the field after
the team defeated the Carolina Panthers in Super Bowl 50 at Levi’s
Stadium in Santa Clara, California, on Feb. 7. Osweiler, in position to be
the Broncos starter next season, agreed to terms with the Houston
Texans.
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goals and 21 assists, could be
added to the Swedish team.

Like Bishop, Quick (Mas-
sachusetts) and Schneider
(Boston College) also are
Hockey East products.

“We played against each
other. That’s pretty good for
Hockey East,” said Bishop,
who played at UMaine from
2005-08.

Schneider played for BC
2004-07, and Quick was a
Minuteman 2005-07.

The 29-year-old Bishop is
in the midst of one of his
best streaks as a pro. He has
allowed only 10 goals in his
last seven starts. He had his
six-game winning streak
snapped in a 1-0 overtime
loss to Boston on Tuesday
night in which he made 32
saves.

The 6-foot-7, 216-pound
Bishop leads the NHL in
goals-against average (2.04)
and is fourth in save per-
centage (.927). He has a 28-17-
4 record.

“I feel real good,” said
Bishop, who led the Light-
ning to the Stanley Cup fi-
nals last season. “I’ve taken
a step forward in each of the
last few years. I’ve been get-
ting a little better. Obvious-
ly, experience helps.

“The biggest thing I want
is to be the most consistent
goalie in the league. That’s
what separates the good
goalies from the great goal-
ies,” he said.

This will be the third
NHL-sanctioned World Cup
of Hockey, and the Des
Peres, Missouri, native has
seen clips of the previous
ones.

The U.S. beat Canada twice
in Montreal to win the inau-
gural World Cup of Hockey in
1996. Canada triumphed over
Finland in 2004.

“[In 1996], you had two
Hall-of-Fame teams playing
each other,” said Bishop. “It
was intense. It was like the
Olympics.

“It should be a lot of fun,
especially for the fans,”
added Bishop, who was 40-
13-5 for Tampa Bay (2.32
GAA, .916 save pct.) last sea-
son.

Bishop
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before. Anything above 90 is
an excellent ride,” Vaughn
explained. “Half the score is
based on the rider and the
other half is based on the
bull.”

Vaughn said the difficulty
of the ride is based on how

fast the bull bucks and how
much it changes direction
and that is one of the prime
criteria in the judging of the
ride.

If a bull is passive, they
will do the ride again.

This will be the 14th stop
on the Blue DEF tour.

Seventy tons of dirt are
brought in for a PBR event
every weekend, as are over
50 bulls. The average bull

weighs 1,700-2,000 pounds
and it will take a crew of 30
people 36 hours to set up the
facility for the competition.

Protective film and plas-
tic have been placed over
the air filtration systems to
prevent the dirt from spread-
ing, according to Imbriaco.

Two of the bull riders to
watch will be Sean Willing-
ham of Somerville, Georgia,
and Australian Beau Willis,

according to Vaughn.
Willingham has been a fi-

nalist in the Built Ford
Tough Series tour, which is
the highest-level tour.

Willis has competed in
the Australian bull riding
tour.

Vaughn said Matt Merritt
will provide entertainment
during the shows and she
said he does an outstanding
job.

Bulls
Continued from Page B4

Student sues NCAA
over transfer rule
BY JONATHAN STEMPEL
REUTERS

A college student from
Michigan has sued the
NCAA challenging its rule
preventing football players
from transferring from one
Division I school to another
without losing a year of
playing eli-
gibility.

The anti-
trust law-
suit was filed on Tuesday in
federal court in Indianapo-
lis, where the NCAA is
based, by Peter Deppe, a
19-year-old punter who had
hoped to transfer to the Uni-
versity of Iowa from North-
ern Illinois University.

Deppe, who is from Al-
mont, Michigan, said Iowa
agreed in November to
admit him for academic
purposes after the mechani-
cal engineering major had
posted a 3.1 grade point av-
erage.

But he said the school ul-
timately recruited another
punter because it would not
seek a waiver to let him play
immediately, and the NCAA
would not grant such a
waiver. Deppe said that
would have left him ineligi-
ble at Iowa until the 2017
season.

Players who lose a year of
eligibility can be “a very un-
attractive option for coaches
who are under constant ‘win
now’ pressure,” and who,
unlike players, may leave
schools for lucrative jobs
elsewhere without similar
restrictions, the complaint
said.

“The NCAA’s limitation
on the mobility of college
athletes is patently unlaw-
ful,” and restrains their
“ability to make the best
choices for themselves,” it
added.

Deppe’s lawsuit seeks
class action status for Divi-
sion I football players since
2011, a voiding of the trans-
fer rule, and unspecified
damages. It also seeks to lift
the cap on the number of
football scholarships that a
Division I school may
award.

The NCAA, whose full
name is the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association,
did not immediately respond
on Wednesday to requests
for comment.

Deppe was not available
for further comment.

The plaintiff is represent-
ed by law firms including
Hagens Berman Sobol Shap-
iro.

The firm has reached set-
tlements with the NCAA
over the use of college ath-
letes’ names and likenesses
in video games and the treat-
ment of players who suffer
concussions, and is suing
over NCAA caps on benefits
that student-athletes re-
ceive.

It also represents Devin
Pugh, a cornerback who in
November sued the NCAA
over its transfer rules. He
has exhausted his playing
eligibility.

The case is Deppe v Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic
Association, U.S. District
Court, Southern District of
Indiana, No. 16-00528.

NHL concludes Kane allegations unfounded
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The NHL has completed
its independent review of
the Patrick Kane matter and
concluded the rape allega-
tions made against the Chi-
cago Blackhawks star for-
ward were unfounded, the
league announced Wednes-
day.

The NHL said the final
stage of the review included
an in-person
meeting be-
tween the
27-year-old
Kane and commissioner
Gary Bettman in New York
on Monday.

“Based on its review, in-
cluding the determination
made by the Erie County
District Attorney not to pur-
sue charges, the NHL has
concluded that the allega-
tions made against Kane
were unfounded. The League
considers the matter closed
and will have no further
comment,” the press release
stated.

Erie County District At-
torney Frank A. Sedita III
said in November that Kane
would not face rape charges
because of a lack of credible
evidence. At the time, the
accuser notified authorities
she was no longer interested
in cooperating with their in-
vestigation.

Sedita did not present the
case to a grand jury. He said
a three-month investigation
by the district attorney’s of-
fice showed greater signs
that physical and forensic
evidence “tend to contra-
dict” a claim by Kane’s ac-
cuser that she was raped
Aug. 2 at Kane’s offseason
home in Hamburg, New
York.

In September, the accus-
er’s attorney dropped the
case when her mother was
involved in a manufactured
story about an unopened

rape kit at their home.
Kane, who is featured on

one of two regional covers of
this week’s Sports Illustrat-
ed, was the first overall pick
in the 2007 NHL draft. He
leads the league with 89
points (38 goals, 51 assists)
in 67 games this season.

Ruutu fined $5,000
for slew-footing

New Jersey Devils for-
ward Tuomo Ruutu has
been fined $5,000 for slew-
footing Pittsburgh Penguins
forward Matt Cullen, the
NHL’s Department of Player
Safety announced Wednes-
day.

The incident occurred at
4:05 of the third period on
Sunday. Ruutu was assessed
a minor penalty for tripping.

Cullen had no apparent
injury on the play and fin-
ished the game for the Pen-
guins, who won 6-1.

Ruutu, 33, has played in
23 games with the Devils
this season, notching zero
points and eight penalty

minutes. He missed 27
games earlier in the season
with a fractured foot.

The money goes to the
Players’ Emergency Assis-
tance Fund.

Tinordi suspended 20 games
Arizona Coyotes defense-

man Jarred Tinordi has
been suspended 20 games for
violating the terms of the
league’s performance en-
hancing substances pro-
gram, the NHL announced
Wednesday.

Under the terms of the
Collective Bargaining
Agreement, the suspension
is accompanied by manda-
tory referral to the NHL/
NHLPA Program for Sub-
stance Abuse and Behavior-
al Health for evaluation and
possible treatment.

“Late (Tuesday) after-
noon, we were made aware
of the situation regarding
Jarred Tinordi,” Coyotes
general manager Don Malo-
ney said in a statement.
“The Arizona Coyotes orga-

nization fully supports the
NHL/NHLPA Performance
Enhancing Substances Pro-
gram. We will also continue
to support Jarred through-
out this process. We will
have no further comment at
this time.”

The NHL Players’ Asso-
ciation released a state-
ment on behalf of Tinordi:
“I am extremely disap-
pointed that I failed a test
under the NHL/NHLPA
Performance Enhancing
Substances Program. I did
not knowingly take a
banned substance. I under-
stand, however, that I am
responsible for what enters
my body as a professional
athlete and I accept the sus-
pension. I will work hard
towards my return to the
ice and will learn from this
frustrating setback.”

Tinordi, 24, was acquired
by the Coyotes in a three-
team trade involving the
Montreal Canadiens and the
Nashville Predators in mid-
January.
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Chicago Blackhawks forward Patrick Kane (88) celebrates his goal against the Detroit
Red Wings in the opening seconds of the first period Sunday at the United Center in
Chicago.
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as the second commissioner
in the 31-year history of the
Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion.

D’Antonio comes to the
CAA from the BIG EAST Con-
ference, where he serves as
the Senior Associate Com-
missioner for Administration

and NCAA Relations. He
brings a wide range of experi-
ence and accomplishments,
including more than a decade
of work at the BIG EAST and
eight years at Providence Col-
lege, while also earning ap-
pointments to some of the
NCAA’s most prestigious
committees.

D’Antonio will replace
Tom Yeager, who is retiring
after 31 years of service to the
conference.

A 1993 graduate of the

New England School of Law
in Boston, D’Antonio was
admitted to the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts
State Bar in 1994 and worked
in private practice prior
until 1997. An Abington,
Massachusetts, native,
D’Antonio received his un-
dergraduate degree from
Providence College in 1990.

D’Antonio will take over as
Commissioner of the CAA on
July 1.

Members of the Colonial

Athletic Association include
the College of Charleston,
Delaware, Drexel, Elon, Hofs-
tra, James Madison, North
Carolina Wilmington, North-
eastern, Towson and William
& Mary.

CAA Football members in-
clude the University of
Maine, Albany, Delaware,
Elon, James Madison, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island,
Richmond, Stony Brook,
Towson, Villanova and Wil-
liam & Mary.
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