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Power conference teams shownpreference
BY CHAD CONINE
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

When CBS’ Selection Show
finally revealed all 68 teams in
the NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament after almost 90
minutes, the usual amount of
head scratching prevailed, but
the usual powerhouses
marched into the Big Dance on
Sunday.

In particular, Syracuse
coach Jim Boeheim sat out
nine games due to an NCAA
suspension this season then
sweatedouttheselectionshow.

“It was hard,” Boeheim said
in an ESPN television inter-
view. “These two-hour shows
are not good for coaches.”

The ACC claimed a pair of
No. 1 seeds — North Carolina

in the East and Virginia in the
Midwest — and even snuck in
a surprise as Syracuse became
the seventh conference team
selected for the field.

Boeheim seemed relieved
that his team’s resume was
good enough.

“We’re happy to be in this
tournament,” Boeheim said.
“We had a tough season. We
had a really tough stretch in
the middle. … We dug a hole
but this team dug itself out of
the hole.”

The Pac 12 and Big 12 will
each send seven teams to the
tournament, including No. 1
seeds Oregon and Kansas.

Though second-ranked and
Big Ten tournament champion
Michigan State’s bid for a top
seed was turned down, the Big

Ten got seven teams in the
tournament — minus a No. 1
slot but plus a Michigan squad
that ended up on the right side
of the bubble.

Syracuse and Michigan, the
big name bubble teams, join-
ing the field meant that others
had to be left out.

Mountain West regular-sea-
son conference champion San
Diego State, West Coast cham-
pion St. Mary’s, MAAC cham-
pion Monmouth and Horizon
champion Valparaiso all paid
the price for losing in their
conference tournaments and
were snubbed in favor of pow-
er-conference programs.

For the teamsnowhoping to
travel to the Final Four in
Houston, there are no easy
roads.

Top-ranked Kansas grabbed
the No. 1 seed in the South Re-
gion,buttheirbracketincludes
Villanova, a potential top-seed
headedintoSunday.TheSouth
has seven teams that were
ranked in the top 25 last week,
the most of any region.

Kansas won the Big 12 regu-
lar season and tournament ti-
tles. That was an impressive
feat in a conference that not
only placed seven teams in the
tournament but all seven will
be higher seeds in the opening
round.

Texas Tech coach Tubby
Smith became the second
coach to take five different
programs to the NCAA Tour-
nament, joining Oklahoma
coach Lon Kruger. The
eighth-seeded Red Raiders

will face No. 9 Butler in the
first round.

Oregon matched Kansas’ ac-
complishment of winning the
regular season and tourna-
ment titles from a Pac-12 that
stuffed the brackets. But like
Kansas, Oregon will have a dif-
ficult path through the West
Region to the Final Four. West
second-seed Oklahoma was
ranked No. 1 at one point this
season and the Sooners will
play the first two rounds very
close to home in Oklahoma
City. And the Ducks could see
defending national champion
Duke in the Sweet 16.

However, perhaps the most
intriguing look-ahead in the
West Region comes from the
Oklahoma City pairings. SEC
regular season champion

Texas A&M, the third seed,
could face former conference
archrival and sixth-seeded
Texas in the second round.

North Carolina received the
top seed in the East, but many
eyes were drawn to the possi-
bility of fourth-seeded Ken-
tucky facing fifth-seeded Indi-
ana in the second round.

America East champ Stony
Brook (26-6) is headed to is first
NCAA Tourney after beating
Vermont 80-74 in the league
tourney final Saturday behind
43 points from star big man
Jameel Warney.

Stony Brook gained the
13th seed in the East Region
and will play No. 4 Kentucky
(26-8) in a first-round game at
9:40 p.m. Thursday in Des
Moines, Iowa.
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UMF, UMPI softball teams split doubleheader
ORONO — Natasha De-

Roche hit a two-run home in
the second inning to help the
University of Maine-Farming-
ton beat
UM-Presque
Isle 12-4 in
the first
game of a softball doublehead-
er in a mutual opener Satur-
day at UMaine’s Mahaney
Dome.

UMPI won the second game
5-3.

Kyle Cunningham contrib-
uted a triple and three singles
while going 4-for-4 for UMF in
the first game, driving in two
runs. Kailyn Hill picked up the
win as she gave up four runs
and three hits while striking
out seven and walking five.

Kate Patenaude and Aman-
da Allen each singled and
drove in a run for UMPI while
Jordi Legassie also drove in a
run.

In the second game, UMPI’s
Legassie hit a two-run home
run in the third inning and
the Owls added two more
runs in the fourth on Dinah
Bilodeau’s RBI double and
Hannah Williams’ RBI single
en route to the win.

Sara Packard recorded the
victory after coming on for
three innings of two-hit relief
while not giving up a run.

Cunningham doubled and
singled twice for UMF and

DeRoche drove in two runs.

Maine drops three
At Clearwater, Florida, the

Maine Black Bears slipped to
4-5 after losing three games
over the weekend.

New Mexico State edged
the Bears 7-5 on Sunday after
North Florida and Wisconsin-
Green Bay recorded 3-2 and
5-4 victories, respectively, on
Saturday.

In Sunday’s game, the
Bears scored five runs in the
third inning, highlighted by
Janelle Bouchard’s two-run
double to right, but New Mex-
ico State (20-10) answered
with single runs in the fourth
and fifth and five in the sixth,
sparked by Fiana Finau’s two-
run homer to left.

Bouchard and Kristen Ni-
land each finished with two
hits for the Black Backs.

On Saturday, North Flori-
da (11-14) rallied for a run in
the bottom of the seventh to
earn the win when Minnie
Cocuzza’s single plated Shel-
by Duncan. Duncan reached
on a one-out single and ad-
vanced to second when Stacy
McClelland drew a walk.

Alyssa Derrick’s RBI single
inthefifthandRachelCarlson’s
RBI single in the sixth account-
ed for Maine’s two runs.

Maine sophomore right-
hander Molly Flowers pitched

five solid innings, giving up
five hits and two runs while
striking out nine and walking
four. Reliever Annie Kennedy
suffered the loss after giving
up a run and two hits.

In the early game, the
Bears rallied for three runs in
the sixth and one in the sev-
enth but couldn’t overtake
Wisconsin-Green Bay.

Maddie Decker smacked a
two-run double for the Black
Bears in the sixth and Meghan
Royle followed with an RBI
double. Bouchard added a run-
producingsingleintheseventh.

Bouchard finished with
three hits and Erika Leonard
had two.

Junior lefthander Erin
Bogdanovich suffered the loss
after giving up six hits and
five runs. She walked two
with no strikeouts.

Muskingum8,Husson 1
At Kissimmee, Florida, Ra-

chel Eberling held Husson to
five hits to earn the win for
Muskingum University
(Ohio) on Saturday.

Eberling struck out five
and walked two.

Jessica Matthews sparked
Muskingum (6-6) with a two-
run home run and Amy Clark
added two doubles, a single
and two RBIs.

Husson scored its run in
the third inning when Olivia

Smith’s double plated Lynd-
say Merrill. Merrill singled
and stole second base.

Kylie Kennedy added a
double for Husson (2-9).

Earlier in theday,Skidmore
shutoutHusson6-0asAmanda
Carilli allowed only two hits in
a complete-game effort and
Dani DeGregory provided a
bases-loaded triple.

Men’s Lacrosse
USM 17, Husson 2

At Gorham on Saturday,
juniors Sam Campobasso and
Lauren Lessard paced the
University of Southern Maine
as each contributed four goals
and an assist in their opening
win over Husson.

Senior Sarah Pelligrinelli
added three goals and an as-
sist. Six other players
chipped in with one goal.
Senior goalie Caley Presby
(Portland, Maine/Deering)
stopped five shots to record
her first win of the season.

Sophomore Amanda Des-
haies had a goal and an as-
sist for the Eagles to go
along with a strong all-
around game. Senior There-
sa Butler scored the other
goal and junior goalie Kait-
lin Dolloff made 20 saves.

Mass.Maritime 16,MMA6
At Buzzards Bay, Mass.,

Massachusetts Maritime

surged to an 8-2 lead at half-
time en route to the win over
Maine Maritime Academy in
the final day of the Maritime
Classic and the Admiral’s
Cup matchup Sunday.

Ted Powers paced Mass.
Maritime (3-1) with four goals
and two assists while Reed
McLean added three goals
and an assist.

Brendan Broderick scored
three goals and notched an
assist to lead MMA of Castine
(0-3). Tim Grand added two
goals and Alex Grant-Roy had
one.

Cody Schell finished with
22 saves for MMA and James
Klose had seven for Mass.
Maritime.

Johnson&Wales 11, Husson 2
At Boucher Field in Ban-

gor, Johnson & Wales (R.I.)
took a 6-2 halftime lead to
take the win over the Eagles.

Ben Farrell sparked John-
son & Wales with three goals
and an assist while Brad
Kretz added two goals.

Brooks Gay and Trent Sell
each scored for Husson (0-2).

Nick Zavoronty made 16
saves for Husson and J.C.
Guido had 13 for Johnson &
Wales.

Women’s Lacrosse
Mass.Maritime 12,MMA3
At Buzzards Bay, Mass.,

Christina Murray recorded
five goals and an assist to pro-
pel Massachusetts Maritime
by Maine Maritime Academy
in the Maritime Classic and
the Admiral’s Cup matchup
Sunday.

Stephanie Hunt chipped in
with three goals and an assist
for Mass. Maritime (1-1) and
Dahlia Seggelin added two
goals and an assist.

Rachel Redles scored two
goals to pace MMA of Castine
(0-2) and Christina Wilson
had one.

Sierra James made 16 saves
for MMA and Mikayla Corre-
ia had six for Mass. Maritime.

UMF 10,Wheelock 9
At Boston on Sunday, Jac-

lyn Langevin’s goal with
8:03 left in the game snapped
a 9-9 tie and gave UMaine-
Farmington the win in its
opener.

Mara Balboni paced UMF
with six goals while Lan-
gevin finished with two.
Carly Raymond added a goal
and two assists and Rhi
Jackson contributed a goal
and an assist.

Emma Marrs recorded
five goals and two assists to
lead Wheelock (1-2).

Alyssa Arsenault finished
with three saves for UMF
and Meghan Lewis had nine
for Wheelock.
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