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GOLF SALE
MARCH 18 – MARCH 27

*Certain vendor restrictions apply.
Please see store for details.

• 10% off 2016 golf balls,
putters, GPS units, range
finders, electric carts and
selected golf clubs*

• 20% off 2016 golf apparel,
accessories, bags,
shoes, push carts,
travel bags, gloves,
sunglasses and more

• HUGE savings on
discontinued 2015
golf products

• DEEP discounts
on winter
merchandise

Open Daily • No NH Sales Tax

Route 3A Hudson, NH 603-595-8484
Route 33 Greenland, NH 603-433-8585
Route 12A West Lebanon, NH 603-298-8282
Payne Road Scarborough, ME 207-883-4343

www.golfskiwarehouse.com/march-sale

Cuba
Continued from Page B4

UMaine
Continued from Page B4

Building a foundation

On Sunday, Schwech-
heimer, Kobritz and other
members of the Caribbean
Baseball Initiative will make
their sixth trip to Cuba in 22
months and fourth in the last
five months.

President Obama and his
family will also be in Cuba
and there will be an exhibition
baseball game in Havana be-
tween the Tampa Bay Rays
andtheCubanNationalTeam.

It will be the first time a
U.S. president has visited
Cuba in over 90 years and the
exhibition game in Cuba in-
volving a major league team
will be the first since 1999.

Jeff Idelson, the president
of the Major League Baseball
Hall of Fame and Museum,
will also attend, as the Cubans
are looking to establish their
own Hall of Fame.

Kobritz said the Cuban peo-
ple have been more welcom-
ing with every visit.

“We used to get hand-
shakes. Now we get hugs.
They can’t wait to see you and
talk baseball,” he said.

“We will continue to engage
with the Cuban people. We’re
trying to lay a foundation for
notonlytheshort term,butalso
for the long term,” he added.

Schwechheimer, who deliv-
ered the keynote address at
the University of Havana, said
the CBI has built great rela-
tionships.

“People have accepted me
as well as Jordan and the en-
tire CBI team,” he said.

When they go to Cuba, they
bring baseball equipment to
give to the Cuban players.
They have also supplied
equipment to umpires. And
they brought a stadium archi-
tect to discuss facilities.

“We don’t ask for anything
in return, just to share our
love of the game with them,”
said Schwechheimer.

He is also quick to point out
that it is extremely beneficial
for the CBI as well.

“Some of the top 15-20 play-
ers in the world are from this
island of 11 million people,”
said Schwechheimer. “So
they’re doing something right
in their youth programs and
the way they train their play-
ers. We have an awful lot to
learn from them.”

Progressmade,but
obstaclesremain

Schwechheimer and Kobritz
are looking forward to the day
minor league baseball returns
to Cuba but there is no timeta-
ble. They are both realists.

“We’re making progress.

Obviously the end game is a
ways off. Rome wasn’t built in
a day,” said Kobritz.

Like any major project,
there are obstacles.

“The Cuban people are very
optimistic but not everyone in
our country is in favor of re-
newing relations with Cuba,”
said Kobritz. “The economy in
Cuba has a long ways to go.

“There are only 11 million
people in Cuba and the aver-
age income is 24 dollars a
month, so a lot of Cubans have
second jobs,” he added. “The
governments will have to
work together and the econo-
my has to develop for any
businesses to be successful
down there.”

The Cubans have their own
pro league and there are facili-
ties in every province, but Ko-
britz said “most of those facili-
ties haven’t had any TLC [ten-
der loving care] since the
1950s. All but two were built
before [Fidel] Castro came
into power [in 1959].”

The trade embargo placed
on Cuba by the U.S. in 1960
is another major sticking
point, but if that is lifted,
that will be a positive devel-
opment for the CBI.

Another issue is that the
Cuban government isn’t com-
pensated financially when
their players defect to play in
the United States, but when
players from other countries,
such as Japan and South
Korea, leave, then their teams
are compensated.

However, Major League
Baseball is currently involved
in negotiations to generate a
legal way for Cuban baseball
players to play in the U.S.
without having to abandon
their country.

Schwechheimer and Ko-
britz are firm believers in the
value of sports.

“They can bring countries
and people closer together,”
said Kobritz, who will be host-
ing a baseball symposium on
April 28 at SUNY-Cortland,
where he is the sports man-
agement department chair-
man and a professor.

Cuban and American base-
ball officials will be on hand
after touring the Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown, New
York, the previous day.

Kobritz said there are simi-
larities between bringing Tri-
ple-A baseball to Maine and
hopefully returning minor
league baseball to Cuba.

“It’s similar in that they are
both creative, visionary proj-
ects. We started from scratch.
We started slowly with the
Guides, but this is moving
along much more slowly,” said
Kobritz. “It’s different in that
you’re dealing with different
countries and governments in-
stead of municipalities.”

But the love of the game is
the common denominator.

“Our offense has done a re-
ally good job of getting on
base, but we are just not driv-
ing runs in,” Trimper said.

“Because we’re not getting
those, it has put a lot of pres-
sure on our pitching and de-
fense to be stellar,” he added.

The Black Bears are 3-5 in
games decided by two runs
or fewer.

Bangor sophomore Justin
Courtney has headed a pitch-
ing staff that remains in flux.
The right-hander is 1-2 with a
1.44 earned run average after
taking on the likes of Clemson,
Miami and New Mexico State.

“Justin has done a great
job. He’s really taken a jump
from his freshman year,”
Trimper said.

UMaine’s other solid per-
formers have been sophomores
Jonah Normandeau of Cum-
berland(0-1, 3.66)andJohnArel
(0-2, 4.74), along with senior
setup man Charlie Butler (1-2,
3.97) and senior closer Logan
Fullmer (0-1, 4.50, 3 saves).

Sophomore Connor John-
son (1-0, 5.91) and freshmen
Nick Silva (1-0, 6.14), Eddie
Emerson of Lewiston (1-1,
5.87) and Chris Murphy (0-1,
9.58) have shown flashes of
being able to contribute.

“You’re going to use six to
eight pitchers, maybe even
nine, as the season goes on,”
said Trimper, who has used
some of the younger pitch-
ers in some tight spots.

“They’ve been in a lot of
high-stress situations,” he
said. “Sometimes they’ve

come in and done a good job
and sometimes they haven’t.”

UMaine has a 5.43 team
ERA that has been stoked in
part by their propensity to
walk batters (4.1 per game)

and hit some (1.6 per game).
That is a trend Trimper said
cannot continue, especially
given the lack of consistent
offensive production thus far.

UMaine is eight days

away from its home-opening
America East series against
Binghamton.

“It’s a fun team to coach
because there’s a lot of ceil-
ing there,” Trimper said.

White Sox ace Sale calls team president a liar
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Chicago White Sox pitch-
ing ace Chris Sale ripped
team president Kenny Wil-
liams on Friday, saying the
execut ive
lied to the
p l a y e r s
about the
situation that led to the retire-
ment of designated hitter
Adam LaRoche.

LaRoche retired Tuesday
after Williams requested the
veteran not bring his 14-year-
old son into the clubhouse on
a daily basis. Drake LaRoche
was a fixture around the team
last season in his father’s first
season with the organization.

Sale and his teammates are
irate over how the situation
was handled.

“Lying, plain and simple.
We got bold-faced lied to by

someone we’re supposed to be
able to trust,” Sale told re-
porters in reference to Wil-
liams. “You can’t come tell
the players it
was the
coaches and
tell the coach-
es it’s the
players and
then come in
and say some-
thing com-
pletely differ-
ent.

“If we’re all here to win a
championship, this kind of
stuff doesn’t happen. Like I
said, we’re not rebelling
against the rules. It has noth-
ing to do with the rules.”

Sale spoke with uniforms
of both Adam and Drake La-
Roche flanking him. He said
he believes the situation
would have been handled dif-

ferently if manager Robin
Ventura had been allowed to
make the decision.

“I think Robin was the
right person to handle this
and he was handcuffed,” Sale
said.

White Sox chairman Jerry
Reinsdorf weighed in Friday
after Sale’s strong comments.

“While we appreciate ev-
eryone’s attention and inter-
est, we continue to feel that it
would be premature to com-
ment at this time,” Reinsdorf
said in a statement.

“This is an internal issue,
and we are in the process of
holding a number of discus-
sions with players, staff and
the front office. As a result,
we do not want to comment
until that process is complet-
ed. I have instructed mem-
bers of the organization not to
talk about this issue and get

our focus back on the field
and winning baseball games.”

Williams had little to say
in his own team-released
statement.

“While I disagree with
Chris’ assertions today, I cer-
tainly have always appreciat-
ed his passion,” Williams said.

LaRoche released a state-
ment Friday in which he
made it clear he had no re-
grets over the decision to re-
tire.

“In life, we’re all faced with
difficult decisions and will
have a choice to make,” La-
Roche said. “Do we act based
on the consequences, or do
we act on what we know and
believe in our hearts to be
right? I choose the latter.”

LaRoche said Drake’s abil-
ity to be around on a daily
basis was part of the negotia-
tions when he signed with the

White Sox prior to the 2015
season. He said Williams first
asked him to “scale back the
time” his son spent in the
clubhouse, and later request-
ed he not bring him to the
ballpark at all.

“Obviously, I expressed
my displeasure toward this
decision to alter the agree-
ment we had reached before I
signed with the White Sox,”
LaRoche said. “Upon doing
so, I had to make a decision.
Do I choose my teammates
and my career? Or do I choose
my family? The decision was
easy, but in no way was it a
reflection of how I feel about
my teammates, manager,
general manager or the club’s
owner, Jerry Reinsdorf.

“The White Sox organiza-
tion is full of people with
strong values and solid char-
acter. My decision to walk

away was simply the result of
a fundamental disagreement
between myself and Ken Wil-
liams.”

Sale said the White Sox
were experiencing a good
training campaign and the
momentum has been de-
railed. He said Williams cre-
ated a problem that didn’t
need to arise.

Sale also said the players
are still trying to figure out
what the truth is, and he
made it clear this isn’t a case
of not wanting to follow club
policies.

“This isn’t us rebelling
against rules,” Sale said. “This
is us rebelling against BS.”

LaRoche was due to re-
ceive $13 million this season.
He batted just .207 with 12
homers and 44 RBIs last sea-
son while earning $12 mil-
lion.

Sale

UMass hands UMaine 13th loss
AUBURNDALE, Florida

— Cooper Mrowka’s RBI
double highlighted a two-
run sixth
inning on
Friday af-
t e r n o o n
that lifted the University of
Massachusetts to a 5-3
baseball victory over the
University of Maine at
Micky Etherton Field.

The Minutemen added
an insurance run in the
seventh to improve to 2-7.

Dylan Morris cranked a
two-run home run and a sin-
gle to lead UMass’s 10-hit at-
tack, while John Jennings
tripled and singled and Brett
Evangelista singled twice.

Ryan Moloney spaced six
hits and three runs (two
earned) through 7ª innings
to pick up the win on the
mound. He struck out two
and walked one.

Evan Mackintosh fanned
two while pitching 11/3 in-
nings in relief.

Brett Chappell posted
two singles and an RBI
among only six hits for
UMaine (5-13), while Danny
Casals also singled twice.

Sophomore John Arel
gave up seven hits and four
runs while striking out
eight and walking two in
six innings. Charlie Butler
pitched two innings of one-
hit, scoreless relief.

With the score tied 2-2,
UMass scored twice in the
sixth. Hunter Carey was is-
sued a four-pitch walk and
scored when Mrowka dou-
bled down the line in left.
Ryan Lever followed with a
single and Vinny Scifo
walked, setting up Jon
Avallone’s run-scoring
fielder’s choice.

The Minutemen added
an insurance run in the
seventh against Jake
Marks when Jennings
ripped a two-out triple and
scored on Carey’s single to
center.

UMaine got one run back
in the eighth by virtue of a
one-out single by Casals, a

hit batsman and a two-out
single to center by Chap-
pell. After Evan Sty-
pulkowski walked, Colin
Ridley lined out to second
base.

UMass jumped on top 2-0
in the first on Evangelis-
ta’s single and a two-run
blast to right by Morris.
The Black Bears equalized
in the bottom of the in-
ning.

Casals and Pena each
singled, leading to Tyler
Schwanz’s sacrifice fly.
Chappell followed with a
single, then Stypulkowski
reached on a fielder’s
choice and the second run
scored on an error.

UMaine topsMarist, loses to Kent State
The University of Maine’s

softball team split a pair of
games on Friday in Clearwa-
ter, Florida,
b e a t i n g
Marist Col-
lege of New
York 10-1 in the opener be-
fore losing to Kent State
(Ohio) 6-3 in the second
game.

Maine is now 6-9 and will
conclude its spring trip with
a games against Rutgers
University and Long Island
University on Saturday and
Florida A&M on Sunday. All
of the games will be in Clear-
water, Florida.

In the opener, freshman
left fielder Alyssa Derrick
drove in five runs with a
three-run homer, run-
scoring double and a sac-
rifice fly to lead Maine
past the Red Foxes in six
innings due to the eight-
run rule.

Annie Kennedy hurled
four innings of three-hit
one-run ball to even her re-
cord at 3-3. Erin Bogdanov-
ich threw two innings of
two-hit shutout relief.

Felicia Lennon and
Janelle Bouchard had a dou-
ble and two singles apiece
for the Black Bears; Meghan

Royle doubled and singled
and drove in two runs and
Rachel Harvey singled
twice.

Bouchard had an RBI as
did Erika Leonard, who dou-
bled.

Maureen Duddy had two
singles for Marist and Krys-
ten Van Natta had an RBI
double.

Marist fell to 11-5 before
beating Maine’s America
East rival UMass Lowell 4-2
later in the day.

In the second game, Bai-
ley Brownfield’s run-scoring
double, a Shelbi Tilton sacri-
fice fly and an outfield error

that allowed two runs to
score enabled the Golden
Flashes to erase a 1-0 deficit
with four runs in the bottom
of the first.

Ronnie Ladines pitched
a complete game for the
win, allowing seven hits
and two earned runs with
five strikeouts and three
walks.

Maddy Grimm and Hunt-
er Brancifort had RBI dou-
bles for 14-5 Kent State along
with Brownfield.

Bouchard had two singles
and a sacrifice fly for Maine
and Harvey and Lennon
each had a double.

COLLEGE
BASEBALL

COLLEGE
SOFTBALL

“They’ve been in a lot
of high-stress situa-
tions. Sometimes

they’ve come in and
done a good job and
sometimes they

haven’t.”
STEVE TRIMPER,

UMAINE BASEBALL COACH

MAJOR
LEAGUES

Celtics
Continued from Page B4

lead to six with two minutes
remaining. Thomas led the
way with 12 in the third.

Lowry had nine second
quarter points on 2 of 3
shooting as the Raptors led
55-41 at recess.

The Celtics were led by
eight points from Thomas
while Jared Sullinger had
six points.

Lowry drained one of his
two three pointers of the
half with three minutes re-
maining in the second peri-
od giving the Raptors their
largest lead, 52-34.

Boston only trailed by 16-
plus points four times in 51
games before Wednesday.
Friday was the second time it
happened in as many games.

Scola started hot leading
the Raptors with 17 first
quarter points as Toronto
held a 30-14 lead after one

period. His 17 points was a
career-high for points in the
first quarter of a game.

NOTES: C Jonas Valanci-
unas (left hand contusion)
was active after missing two
games. Bismack Biyombo
started in Valanciunas’
place. … F James Johnson
missed his second game due
to plantar fasciitis in his left
foot. G Norman Powell made
his third consecutive start,
as a result. … G Evan Turn-
er started for the Celtics in
place of G Marcus Smart. …
F Jae Crowder missed his
third game due to a right
ankle sprain. … F Jonas
Jerebko missed his second
game due to a sore left ankle.

Pistons 115, Kings 108
AUBURN HILLS, Michi-

gan — Marcus Morris had 24
points and matched his ca-
reer high with six 3-pointers
as the Detroit Pistons de-
feated the Sacramento Kings
115-108 on Friday at The Pal-
ace.


