
AUBURNDALE, Florida
— The University of Maine-
Farmington baseball team
recorded 14
hits in the
first game
and 11 in
the second to earn a double-
header sweep of D’Youville
(N.Y.) College, 16-8 and
9-1,Thursday in the Russ-
Matt Invitational.

Dustin McCrossin, Ben
Keene, Grayson
Beressi,Jimmy Parks and
Mark Leahy each drove in
two runs to spark the Bea-
vers (6-2) in the first game.
Beressi and Parks each
notched three singles while
McCrossin and Leahy each
had two. Keene and Sean
Cabaniss each tripled.

Kyle Peterson (2-0) picked
up the win for UMF after
giving up seven hits, six
runs and three walks. He
struck out three.

Thomas Brummer tri-
pled, singled twice and
drove in three runs to lead
the Spartans (0-9).

In the second game,
UMF’s Riley Chickering
(1-0) held the Spartans to
five hits and a run to help
UMF pick up its sixth win.
He didn’t walk a batter and
struck out two before Jory
Humphrey came on to pitch
a scoreless seventh.

Cabaniss and Tom Grady
each drove in two runs with
Grady collecting a triple and
single. McCrossin added two
hits and an RBI while Beressi
doubled and drove in a run.

Nick Stimpfel singled
twice for the Spartans and
Matt Critelli had an RBI.

Thomas, GroveCity split
At Auburndale, Florida,

Derek Kane smacked an RBI
double in Thomas’ two-run
first inning and added a run-
producing triple in its three-
run second in a 6-3 victory
over Grove City (Pa.) in the
first game of a doubleheader.

Grove City won the sec-
ond game 4-1.

Anree Benitez chipped in
with two singles and an RBI
for Thomas (3-5) in the first
game while Zach Mathieu
and Joe Quinlan each added
a hit and an RBI.

Connor Hope notched the
win for Terriers of Water-
ville with four hitless in-
nings. He gave up a run
while walking five and strik-
ing out two.

Travis Auth had an RBI
for Grove City (11-5).

In the second game, John
Bini shut down the Terriers
as he scattered seven hits
while walking two and strik-
ing out six.

Nolan Myers had a solo
homer and singled to lead
Grove City while Nolan
Myers added a double and
single.

Mathieu and Aron Smes-
tad each notched two hits
for Thomas while Kane
added a hit and an RBI.

USM7,Wisconsin-Oshkosh 4
At Winter Haven, Florida,

senior right-hander Shyler
Scates pitched a complete
game as the University of
Southern Maine Huskies
held off the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh Titans.

The win was the second
straight for the Huskies
and improved their overall
record to 6-2. The Huskies
are 4-2 to date on their an-
nual spring trip. The Ti-
tans dropped their second

straight game falling to 3-8
overall.

Softball
UMFdrops two

At Clermont, Florida, Os-
wego State and St. Lawrence
each recorded victories over
UMaine-Farmington, 12-2
and 9-5, respectively.

In the first game, Erin
Sweeney, homered, doubled
and drove in four runs to
lead Oswego (4-3). Tori Tro-
vato added three hits and
two RBIs and Ashley Lyman
slammed a three-run homer.

Kyle Cunningham singled
twice and drove in a run for
UMF (1-9). Ashley Gleason
chipped in with an RBI dou-
ble and Alison Hamilton had
two hits.

Kelsey Murphy dou-
bled, singled and drove in
three runs to spark St.
Lawrence (5-5) in the sec-
ond game. Mylea Mann
chipped in with a double,

single and two RBIs.
Cunningham recorded

three hits and and an RBI to
lead UMF. Meryl Bond
chipped in with a single and
a double while Haley Felkel
and Tasha Deroche each had
two singles.

USM splits twinbill
At Winter Garden, Flori-

da, junior Danni Humphrey
was 2-for-2 with four RBIs to
lead the University of South-
ern Maine Huskies to a 7-4
win over the Union College
Dutchwomen in their sec-
ond game of the day to sal-
vage a split at the Founda-
tion Academy Fields.

Southern Maine fell 5-4 to
the Elmhurst College Blue-
jays in its first game.

The loss to the Bluejays
halted a five-game win streak
for USM, but the win over
Union lifted USM’s record to
8-2. Elmhurst improved to 6-5,
while Union fell to 3-6.
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This year, the monkey has
been vanquished and, after a
shaky regular season, there
are no expectations

“A lot of people counted us
out, and that’s been the theme
all year, just not worrying
about the media, not worry-
ing about what people say,
and just kinda getting better
throughout the year,” senior
forward Kyle Wiltjer said.

As a result, there’s a dif-
ferent atmosphere in the
locker room in comparison
with the same time last year,
the Bulldogs say.

The Zags are playing like
they have nothing to lose, be-
cause, as senior guard Kyle

Dranginis points out, “We
were not supposed to be here.”

This doesn’t mean they’re
content to just be in the Sweet
16, however. As the Zags
showed in blowout wins
against No. 6 Seton Hall and
No. 3 Utah in the first two
rounds last week, this team is
peaking at the perfect time.

Sophomore forward
Domantas Sabonis has blos-
somed over the past month,
and he averaged 20 points
and 12.5 rebounds in the
opening weekend of the
NCAA Tournament.

Sabonis and Wiltjer are
playing in sync, and be-
tween Sabonis’ post moves,
rebounding poise and mid-
range shooting touch and
Wiltjer’s improved defense
and long-range game,
they’re difficult to corral.

His every word must be dis-
counted, because he has
proven to be at best unreli-
able, at worst deceitful.

Debate that, then, for the
next two years and into eter-
nity. The reality is that it
appears unlikely Rodriguez
will land in Cooperstown,
because the Baseball Writ-
ers Association of America,
which makes up the elector-
ate, has thus far prevented
the entry of Bonds and
Roger Clemens and Mark
McGwire and others who,
though otherwise deserving,
have been caught up in PED
scandals.

But Rodriguez’s case is
even more interesting than
those because, even from
quite a distance, he seemed
to care so much of what oth-
ers thought. His every move
seemed orchestrated, driven
by ego. There are all kinds of
indelible images from his
career, but which will you
remember more? The fist
pump after his 600th home
run or the slap at the arm of
Red Sox pitcher Bronson Ar-
royo in Game 6 of the 2004
American League Champi-
onship? The celebration of
his lone World Series ring
with the Yankees in 2009 or
Rodriguez staring at his re-
flection in the mirror, kiss-
ing himself, in that vaguely
creepy photo shoot for De-
tails magazine?

This is all further compli-
cated by his return from
exile last year, which was
odd for its quietness and ef-
fectiveness. He played in 151
games, so his health wasn’t
an issue. He hit 33 home
runs and posted an on-base-
plus-slugging percentage of

.842, so his performance
wasn’t an issue. He made
not a peep, sought no atten-
tion beyond helping the
Yankees to the playoffs —
which they accomplished,
despite being quite flawed,
with A-Rod’s help.

In some ways, it was the
strangest campaign of his
career. Now, his career has
an official expiration date,
even though that was pre-
dictable because who would
sign him beyond that, such a
combination of poison and
production? He will make
$21 million this summer, $21
million more next. With 28
more home runs, he will
pass Ruth. With 69 more, he
would pass Aaron, which
seems unlikely.

But how will those mile-
stones be marked, in the
Bronx and elsewhere? In
2014, Derek Jeter played his
final season for the Yankees
and was feted everywhere,
the full rocking-chair-into-
retirement world tour. The
All-Star Game that summer
in Minneapolis was a cele-
bration of Jeter’s career,
which was viewed quite
simply: He played the game
the right way every single
night, made nary a headline
off the field (save for dating
supermodels), and won.
Wrap a bow on that story-
book, neat and tidy.

It’s nearly impossible to
imagine Rodriguez standing
at midfield in, say, Boston,
receiving congratulations
on a fine career from his old
nemeses. Maybe in Seattle,
where it all started as a teen-
ager? Maybe Texas, where
he first became an MVP?

Still, doubtful. Rodriguez
will walk away having
earned more than $420 mil-
lion. He could solicit nearly
that many opinions on how
he should be remembered.

The scenario played out
once before with Wade and
James, who toured NBA cit-
ies such as Chicago and Los
Angeles only to team up in
Miami with Chris Bosh to
form a “Big Three” that
went to the NBA Finals four
consecutive seasons. James
announced he was leaving
Cleveland in the nationally
televised “Decision” in July
2010.

He penned a heartfelt let-
ter five years later with Phil
Taylor of Sports Illustrated

to announce he was “Com-
ing Home” to Ohio.

But James has intention-
ally set up his contract op-
tions to go year-to-year,
maximizing his earnings
while keeping open exit
strategies should the oppor-
tunity to team with fellow
All-Stars ever become reali-
ty.

Warriors fixed onwins
record

Steve Kerr is ready to talk
73.

The Golden State War-
riors are nine wins from
breaking the single-season
wins record set by the 72-10
Chicago Bulls in 1995-96.

“We’re right there,” said
Kerr, the Warriors head
coach who missed more
than three months recover-
ing from complications due
to back surgery, “that’s pret-
ty enticing.”

The Warriors beat the Los
Angeles Clippers on Wednes-
day night and have a 64-7
record with 11 games to
play.

Klay Thompson and Dray-
mond Green openly dis-
cussed chasing down the
Bulls during All-Star Game
media sessions. Green said
it was a way to immortalize
the team and what it has ac-
complished not only this
season, but last season and

in the years ahead with most
of the team’s core locked up
contractually and 2015 NBA
MVP Steph Curry ready to
cash in with a massive con-
tract.

Green said last week after
a loss in San Antonio that the
goal remained setting the
wins mark. The Warriors
draw the Spurs twice in a
three-game span next month
— at home April 7 and in San
Antonio on April 10.

The Spurs enter Thurs-
day 60-11, four games back of
the record-tracking War-
riors. San Antonio could tie
the all-time wins record by
going 10-1 the rest of the sea-
son.

Wisconsin is battle-tested in close games
BY JEFF POTRYKUS
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
SENTINEL

MADISON, Wisconsin —
The narrow defeats, each
more debilitating than the
p r e v i o u s ,
kept com-
ing.

Wiscon-
sin fell by two points to
Western Illinois, by one to
UW-Milwaukee and by two
to Marquette.

Big Ten losses to Purdue,
Indiana, Maryland and
Northwestern — by a com-
bined 15 points — left UW 2-7
in games decided by six
points or fewer.

“I think we forget about
how many close games we
were in from early on in the
season,” UW assistant coach
Lamont Paris said. “We had
one-possession games, a lot
of them we lost.”

No more.
Seventh-seeded UW (22-

12) advanced to the East Re-
gional semifinals at 6:27
p.m. Friday in Philadelphia
on the strength of a four-
point victory over Pitts-
burgh and a three-point vic-
tory over Xavier.

The Badgers, perfect in
their last five games decided
by six points or fewer, play a
Notre Dame team that is 10-4
this season in such games.
The sixth-seeded Fighting
Irish (23-11) advanced with a
76-75 victory over Stephen F.
Austin, on a last-second tip-
in by freshman Rex Pflueger.

“Are you kidding me?”
Notre Dame coach Mike
Brey said after the victory.
“Are you freakin’ kidding
me? That was unbelievable.
God, that was fun.”

UW’s players found no
fun in the early-season loss-
es.

Guard Bronson Koenig,
who buried two 3-pointers in
the final 11.7 seconds to take
down Xavier, missed tying
shots against Western Illi-
nois and UWM.

He did hit the winner, on
a drive, in UW’s 74-73 victo-
ry over VCU in New York
and had a huge 3-pointer
late to help Wisconsin defeat
then-No. 4 Michigan State.

Neither could compare to
his winning 3-pointer from
the right corner against
Xavier.

“I can’t really explain the
feeling after I hit it,” he said.
“I think it was my first real
game-winner — well, kind of
like that.”

Koenig’s dagger capped a
17-5 run over the final 5 min-
utes, 59 seconds.

Two nights earlier, UW
outscored Pittsburgh, 8-3,
over the final 2:35. Vitto
Brown buried the go-ahead

3-pointer and Ethan Happ
scored the eventual winner
in the lane with 1:43 left.

The team that found ways
to lose close games early has
become unbeatable in the
closing minutes.

“We’re comfortable win-
ning … whatever it takes,”
said redshirt junior guard
Zak Showalter, who drew a
huge charge with 4.3 sec-
onds left to give Koenig the
last shot. “I think that’s
what the Wisconsin basket-
ball program has kind of
been built on, just finding a
way to win. No matter how
pretty it is, just finding a
way to win.

“Tonight was another ex-
ample of that. We just grind-
ed it out, made big plays
when it counts.

“I think those struggles
early on in the season really
prepared us for this mo-
ment, and we’re going to

keep going here.”
The belief among the UW

players after the victory
over Xavier was palpable.

Paris, in his sixth season
at UW, has sensed that level
of confidence since he ar-
rived.

“They obviously don’t
quit,” he said, noting UW
overcame a 58-49 deficit
against Xavier. “And there
is an uncanny ability in this
program — not just this
group of guys, other guys
have had it, too.

“It has permeated to these
guys … an unbelievable be-
lief in their ability to change
fortunes and make things go
our way and win.”

UW’s veteran-laden 2014-
15 team wiped out an 11-
point deficit to defeat Michi-
gan State in the Big Ten title
game and then rallied in the
NCAA Tournament to de-
feat North Carolina, Arizo-

na and Kentucky to reach
the title game before falling
to Duke.

Greg Gard’s first team,
with Koenig and Nigel
Hayes the only significant
contributors back from last
season, has learned to do the
same.

“I can’t be more proud of a
group of young men that
have withstood every chal-
lenge that’s come at them,
every adversity piece that’s
been thrown their way,” he
said. “They’re an unbeliev-
able group to coach. They
listen. They respond. They
work.

“It’s not always perfect.
Tonight wasn’t perfect. But
it’s a group that has really
bonded together and when
you have a group that’s this
tight and growing tighter by
the day, I think you are
going to have some special
things happen.”

NCAA MEN’S
TOURNEY

DAVID SANTIAGO | EL NUEVO HERALD | TNS

The Miami Heat’s Dwyane Wade (right) greets the Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James after the Heat’s 122-101 win at the
AmericanAirlines Arena in Miami on Saturday.

MAINE vs. QUINNIPIAC
Time, site: Friday, 3 p.m.; Saturday noon doubleheader; Quinnipiac Univer-

sity softball field, Hamden, Connecticut
Records: Maine 8-10, Quinnipiac 8-12
Series, last meeting: 2-2, Maine 3-2 on March 8, 2014
Key players: Maine — C Janelle Bouchard (.433 average, 1 homer, 15 runs

batted in), 2B-3B Meghan Royle 2B-3B (.385-1-8), 3B-DP Maddie Decker (.378-
1-11), LF Rachel Harvey (.358-1-8), CF Rachel Carlson (.316-0-4), RF-3B-2B
Alyssa Derrick (.293-5-18); Quinnipiac — 2B Emily Czaja (.324-0-1), 3B Miranda
Magana (.311-0-7), LF Sarah Heimbach (.309-0-3), C Dani Edmands (.293-1-6),
DP-P Sydney Robey (.286-0-5), CF Keilani Finley (.235-3-13)

Pitching matchups: Maine — RHP Annie Kennedy (3-3, 2.41 earned run
average), RHP Molly Flowers (5-4, 2.58), LHP Erin Bogdanovich (0-3, 7.08);
Quinnipiac — RHP Sydney Robey (3-6, 3.38), RHP Casey Herzog (4-6, 3.73),
RHP Kendall Brundrett (1-0, 5.87)

Game notes: Both teams have won two of their last three games on their
spring trips to Florida. Maine is hitting .302 as a team and has averaged 5.1 runs
per game while the Bobcats have had their struggles at the plate, hitting just
.238 and averaging only 2.8 runs per game. Quinnipiac graduated its top two
hitters, All-MAAC first teamers Nikka Barba and Jordan Paolucci. Czaja has
been a pleasant surprise. She hit .107 in limited service last year. The 6-foot-3
Derrick was the America East Rookie of the Week. Flowers has 58 strikeouts in
40 ª innings and has surrendered only 23 hits. Sophomore right fielder Erika
Leonard has 10 of Maine’s 21 stolen bases and she hasn’t been caught. Both
teams have received important contributions from freshmen as Maine has
received a lot of production from Royle, Decker and Derrick while Heimbach has
stood out for Quinnipiac.

College Softball

UM-Farmington sweeps doubleheader

The memberships vary on
a variety of factors. It is $600
per year for greens fees only;
$800 for greens fees and free
access to the 25-tee driving
range; $1,110 for greens fees
and a motorized cart and
$1,510 for greens fees, cart
and the range.

There are discounts for
those over 55 years of age, 18
years old or under, students
19 and over, active or retired
military, couples, senior
couples and a family of three
with further discounts for
more than three family
members.

There will probably be a
slight increase for the use of
carts because they have to
be repaired.

“I’ve already ordered all
kinds of stuff. We’re going to

get them up to par,” Morgan
said.

She said that any linger-
ing problems with the
course will be addressed.

“We’ll do what it takes to
make things right. We’re
going to be on top of things,”
said Morgan.

She speculated that the
course will officially open
for walkers only the first
week of April.

But she also said the back
nine, which is the drier of
the two nines, is open for
play now for a $10 fee which
can be dropped into a bucket
on the clubhouse steps.

Shesaidoneofhergoals this
year will be to attract more
families and younger golfers.

And she will give it an-
other shot with a different
mindset. She won’t be trying
to drill the ball as hard as
she can.

“I’m going to ease into it,”
she said.

COLLEGE
ROUNDUP


