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there,” Thibodeau said. “We
also played with a lot of tenac-
ity, defensively. We were
hard to play against. We fin-
ished our checks. We out-
worked every team we
played.”

Eight of the top 18 scorers
during the 18-game regular
season schedule were from

Class A state champion Lew-
iston High including Ran-
court, who had 11 goals and 21
assists to pace the team, and
Bisson, whose 13 goals were
tops. Bisson also had four as-
sists and was the third-lead-
ing point-getter behind Ran-
court and McClure (7 & 14).

Thibodeau (4 & 9) was tied
for fifth in points with 13 on
four goals and nine assists.
He was tied with Wilson (6 &
7) and Houlton/Hodgdon/Ka-
tahdin/Southern Aroostook’s
Josh Malone (5 & 8).

St. Dominic Academy of
Auburn’s Gavin Bates (7 & 7)
was the fourth leading point-
getter.

The coach was Ben Gray,
and Thibodeau called him a
“real good coach.”

The two-time state champs
went 1-2 in the last year’s na-
tional tournament in Dallas
and failed to advance. But
they gained valuable experi-
ence.

“We were the youngest
team in the tournament. It
was a learning experience for

us. We realized we could win
it this year,” Thibodeau said.

He still can’t believe they
won it.

“It was crazy,” said
Thibodeau who added that he
has learned a lot in his time
with the Moose.

“It has helped me so much.
I get to practice and play with
the best players in our age
group. And we all push each
other to be the best players
we can be,” he said.

“It’s a great team to be a
part of,” he added.

Open in February and his
good friend, fifth-ranked fel-
low American Rickie Fowl-
er, won the European Tour’s
Abu Dhabi Championship
in January.

World number three McIl-
roy is the only player ranked
in the top six who has not
claimed at least one tourna-
ment win so far this year,
though he came close with a
tie for third at the WGC-Ca-
dillac Championship in
Miami last month.

“My game feels good,”
said McIlroy. “It’s all about
going out there over the next
four days and executing the
shots the way I need to and
being mentally strong.

“I’m probably a little bit

more subdued going in this
time because I haven’t had a
win this year, but I feel like
my game is right there.”

Just 26, McIlroy has al-
ready claimed four major ti-
tles and this week he will be
bidding for his first Green
Jacket at the picturesque Ca-
thedral of Pines, to complete
a career grand slam of golf’s
four blue riband events.

That would put him in elite
company, alongside golfing
greats Gene Sarazen, Ben
Hogan, Jack Nicklaus, Gary
Player and Tiger Woods.

“It’s a motivation, to be
able to put your name along-
side those five guys,” said
McIlroy. “I haven’t been in a
situation where I’ve felt the
pressure of it, really, be-
cause I didn’t have a real
chance to win the golf tour-
nament last year.”

Short game wizardry and

the ability to minimize
three-putts are musts for
any would-be Masters cham-
pion at Augusta National,
which is renowned for its
lightning-fast, severely con-
toured greens.

Adding to the challenge
for the 89-strong field this
week is the fact that strong
winds have been forecast for
the first three rounds.

A comfort factor at the
venue is another significant
factor so expect defending
champion Spieth to flourish
this week, despite having
produced inconsistent form
since his PGA Tour victory
in January.

“No disrespect to any
other event, but I absolutely
love this golf course,” Spi-
eth, 22, said of Augusta Na-
tional where he triumphed
by four shots last year after
matching Woods’ tourna-

ment record low of 18-under
270 for 72 holes.

“It ismyfavoritegolf course
in the world. I’ve had a fantas-
tic couple of days thus far pre-
paring and my game feels
great. Going to try and just use
last year as momentum.

“Sure, I’m putting pres-
sure on myself to contend
this year, just like last year,
and I feel like I’m in form, as
well. It’s also going to be a
lot of fun walking these fair-
ways, reliving those memo-
ries with the crowds and the
roars, the echoes.”

Other likely contenders
include long-hitting Ameri-
can Dustin Johnson, his
compatriot Mickelson, who
will be seeking a fourth Mas-
ters victory, 2013 U.S. Open
champion Justin Rose of
England and rising Japa-
nese talent Hideki Mat-
suyama.

the M Club really felt like
that’s something that they
could do and do well for us,”
Creech said.

“The steady hand and the
stability of the M Club and
the board [of directors] and
the great composition of that
board allows us to feel really
comfortable and excited
about what they can do to
help us make that event bet-
ter,” he added.

Creech has entrusted se-
nior associate athletic direc-
tor Jack Cosgrove, UMaine’s
former longtime football
coach, to serve as the depart-
ment liaison to the organiza-
tion.

The M Club committee has
recommended the final candi-
dates for induction in the Class
of 2016andwill announce them
upon approval from Creech

and UMaine President Susan
J. Hunter. The first UMaine
Sports Hall of Fame dinner
sponsored by the M Club will
be held Sept. 30 at the Black
Bear Inn in Orono, where a
new class will join the 181 pre-
vious inductees.

It was scheduled not to co-
incide with other events as
had occurred in the past, such
as Homecoming weekend
football and hockey games.

“We think it’s an event
that’s taken a back seat for
way too long,” said Whitten
who, along with his wife,
Tracey, owns the Black Bear
Inn. “We want to try to re-
store it back to what it used to
be, or even better.”

Former UMaine student-
athletes are eligible for nomi-
nation to the hall of fame five
years after their final intercol-
legiate competition. Coaches
and administrators are eligi-
ble two years after their retire-
ment or upon their departure
from the university.

Last summer, the M Club
changed the way it raises
money to fund its many proj-
ects. It had previously
charged annual dues to “M”
and Honorary “M” recipi-
ents, but is now asking mem-
bers to make tax-deductible
contributions to the M Club
Fund through the University
of Maine Foundation.

And rather than leaning
solely on the 1,300 people who
had paid dues in recent years,
the M Club is trying to ex-
pand its base of support by
contacting the estimated 5,000
UMaine letterwinners living
around the world.

“Kevin Frazier at the foun-
dation has really helped us
change our mode of giving,”
Whitten said. “Instead of hav-
ing dues, which was $35 a
year, we now ask for contri-
butions and most people send
in contributions of $150, $100
or $50.”

Whitten estimated that the
M Club generates about

$20,000 each year — and
strives to spend it.

The M Club recently has
made two sizeable gifts to ath-
letics. The first, which cost
$16,000, is a new, 80-pound
washing machine for the
equipment room. The organi-
zation also has purchased a
$6,500 ice machine for the
training room.

“Things happen every
year, and we may need some
help in a specific area that we
didn’t anticipate,” Creech
said, “and having them there
and part of the team and the
ability to help when needed is
an incredible benefit for us.”

Whitten said the M Club
also bought new high jump
and pole vault jumping pits
for use by the track and field
teams.

“That’s why we raise
money is to spend it,” Whit-
ten said. “That’s a plus for
UMaine athletics.”

For more information,
visit umaine.edu/mclub.

again, while a pitcher who
works more than one inning
and less than four innings in
a game must have two calen-
dar days off.

A pitcher also is limited to
10 innings in one game, with
one pitch thrown in an inning
constituting a full inning.

The Maine Principals’ As-
sociation’s baseball commit-
tee began discussing pitch
limits during the most recent
offseason, and while no offi-
cial steps have been taken,
all schools are being asked
this spring to track pitch
counts during games at all
levels in order to help devel-
op the most efficient way of
tabulating pitches and track-
ing subsequent eligibility.

The Maine Principals’ As-

sociation’s baseball bulletin
also includes an advisory
that recommends coaches re-
move a pitcher from the
mound after 90 to 100 pitches.

Maine Principals’ Associ-
ation assistant executive di-
rector Mike Burnham said
earlier this year that any
pitch-count restrictions for
Maine high school baseball
would be developed in con-
junction with the organiza-
tion’s sports medicine com-

mittee, which includes
Heinz among its members.

“I would like to see every-
body change over to pitch
counts,” Heinz said. “In-
nings pitched are useless, it
tells you nothing. We actu-
ally need to have something
we can measure and is a
valid tool to really deter-
mine how many times a
player has thrown a ball,
and pitch count is really the
only way to do that.”

Stewart helps putUConn in exclusive company
BY GENE WANG
THE WASHINGTON POST

INDIANAPOLIS — From
the moment she arrived to
play basketball for Connect-
icut four years ago, Breanna
Stewart aimed to set herself
apart from anyone in the
history of the sport. At the
top of her list of goals was
playing for the first wom-
en’s team to win four na-
tional championships in as
many years.

Following a masterful
performance in Tuesday
night’s 82-51 victory over
Syracuse in the NCAA tour-

nament final, Stewart not
only made good on her un-
precedented aspirations but
elevated the top-seeded Hus-
kies into exclusive compa-
ny. In winning its 75th
straight game, Connecticut
joined UCLA as the only pro-
grams, men’s or women’s, to
claim four titles in a row.

“It was perfect,” Stewart
said. “We talked about it
[Monday]. We all wanted to
come out, have great games
and finish this off the way
we started. To play with
these guys is unbelievable.”

Connecticut (38-0) also ex-
tended its record of national

championships to 11, all
since 1995 under Coach Geno
Auriemma, who surpassed
late Bruins coach John
Wooden for career titles. Au-
riemma remained undefeat-
ed in the NCAA finals in di-
recting the Huskies to a sixth
perfect season on the way to
their second-longest winning
streak of all time (they’re 15
short of their record from
2008 to ’10).

Four players reached dou-
ble figures for the Huskies,
with Stewart producing 24
points, 10 rebounds and six
assists in front an an-
nounced crowd of 14,514 at

Bankers Life Fieldhouse
that included NBA Commis-
sioner Adam Silver and for-
mer Huskies luminaries
Maya Moore, Sue Bird and
Stefanie Dolson, who’s en-
tering her third season with
the Washington Mystics.

Stewart capped her career
as the only player to be
named most outstanding
four times in the Final Four
while beating the school she
supported unabashedly
while growing up in North
Syracuse, New York, a short
drive from the Syracuse
campus.

Included in the lengthy

postgame celebration was
Stewart and senior Moriah
Jefferson being knighted by
senior Morgan Tuck — with
a genuine sword, no less —
in a playful exchange on the
awards stage at center court.

Tuck and Jefferson added
19 and 13 points, respective-
ly, in the Huskies’ 24th
straight victory over Syra-
cuse. In winning for the
122nd time in 123 games,
Connecticut limited the No. 4
seed Orange (30-8) to 35 per-
cent shooting overall and 2 of
19 (11 percent) on 3-pointers.

Connecticut led by 33 in
the third quarter when the

Orange embarked on a 16-0
run that made the proceed-
ings briefly competitive
again, compelling Auriem-
ma to use a timeout with 2
minutes 2 seconds to play.
The Huskies then closed the
quarter with four points in a
row from freshman guard-
forward Napheesa Collier
for a 64-43 lead.

Syracuse got no closer
than 19 the rest of the game.
Senior guard Cornelia Fon-
dren led the Orange with 16
points, and redshirt junior
guard Brittney Sykes, a
childhood friend of Stew-
art’s, had 12.

USM softball team sweeps Husson
GORHAM — Freshman

Sammi Goode struck out a
season and career-high 13 bat-
ters in the first game and ju-
nior Allison
P i l l a r
crushed a
p i n c h - h i t
grand slam in game two to
highlight a pair of wins as the
University of Southern Maine
softball team swept Husson
University 4-0 and 7-0 to ex-
tend its win-streak to five
Wednesday.

Shelby Obert smacked an
RBI double while Taylor Lux
and Amber Kelly each added
run-producing singles to
spark USM (13-3) in the first
game.

Casey Lopes and Sami Cyr
each singled for Husson of
Bangor (2-14).

In the second game, Kelly

didn’t allow a hit to notch the
five-inning win. She struck
out six and didn’t walk a bat-
ter.

Obert doubled twice and
drove in a run while Courtney
Davis added a double and an
RBI.

Baseball
St. Joseph’s16,Husson2

At Mahaney Diamond in
Standish, Jameson Collins
cranked a grand slam, Taylor
Reuillard added a two-run
homer and Taylor Black had a
solo blast as the Monks rolled
by the Eagles of Bangor.

Black finished with two
hits and four RBIS for the
Monks (7-9) while Collins had
three hits and Jacob White
drove in two runs.

Mike Wong recorded a dou-
ble, two singles and an RBI to

lead Husson (8-7).

Thomas4,Bates2
At Leahey Field in Lewis-

ton, Derek Kane hit a two-run
single to highlight a three-run
seventh inning as Thomas ral-
lied by Bates.

Nik Beeson added an RBI
single in the seventh for
Thomas (8-8). Kane finished
with two hits and three RBIs.
Isiah Fleming (2-0) picked up
the win with two scoreless,
one-hit innings of relief when
he struck out two and didn’t
walk a batter.

Brendan Fox singled twice
and drove in a run for Bates
(7-11).

Men’sLacrosse
Husson18,UMF4

At Prescott Field in Farm-
ington, Brandon Corbo scored

four goals, including his 100th
careergoal, topropel theEagles
by the University of Maine-
Farmington Beavers in North
Atlantic Conference action.

Corbo became Husson’s
third 100-goal scorer when he
netted the game’s opening
goal at the 10:58 mark.

Brooks Gay chipped in with
three goals and an assist for
the Eagles of Bangor (3-5, 3-0
NAC) and Trent Sell added
three goals. Vinny Visconti
contributed two goals while
Jack White, Chad Merrill,
Brandon Bosse and Rich
Gardner each added one. Nick
Zavorotny had one save and
Matt Martin had four.

Travis St. Pierre scored two
goals for UMF (0-6, 0-3) while
Cameron McAllister and Jus-
tin Roberge each added one.
Caleb Carr made 17 saves.

‘Dresses’ comment
ignites backlash
REUTERS

TORONTO — The man-
ager of the Toronto Blue
Jays faced a backlash on
Wednesday after saying
players might have to “wear
dresses” because umpires in
Tuesday night’s game en-
forced a new slide rule de-
signed to take deliberate
contact out of baseball.

Complaining about a call
that cost the Jays a win on
Tuesday, Blue Jays manag-
er John Gibbons implied a
new rule that prohibits in-
terference from a baserun-
ner was an over-reaction
that softens the game.

“Maybe we’ll come out
and wear dresses tomor-
row,” Gibbons told report-
ers after the Jays’ 3-2 loss to
Tampa Bay. “Maybe that’s
what everybody’s looking
for.”

Reaction on social media
was swift, with some saying
the comment was sexist.

“Off-handed ‘like a girl’

comments perpetuate the
idea that women and girls
are not strong. And then all
kids grow up believing
that,” tweeted Toronto-
based writer Anne T. Dono-
hue.

Not everyone was critical
of Gibbons.

“People are seriously an-
noyed about the John Gib-
bons ‘dresses’ comment?”
tweeted Matthew Hogan (@
MattNHLHogam), a digital
media specialist. “It’s embar-
rassing how PC this world
has become. #BlueJays”

But some said men who
were defending Gibbons
didn’t get the problem.

“Love all the men saying
‘I wasn’t offended by John
Gibbons’ ‘dress’ comments.
Duh. The slight wasn’t di-
rected at you,” tweeted Julie
DiCaro, a Chicago-based
sports journalist.

A spokesman for the Blue
Jays did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

UMaine changes baseball,
softballweekend schedules

ORONO — The Universi-
ty of Maine baseball and
softball teams have made
changes in their weekend
schedules with a forecast of
low temperatures and snow
showers on Sunday.

The baseball team will
now play doubleheaders on
Friday and Saturday against
the New York Institute of
Technology at Mahaney Dia-
mond.

Friday’s games begin at
1:30 p.m. and Saturday’s at 1
p.m.

UMaine’s softball games

against America East foe
UMass Lowell also will be
played on Friday and Satur-
day at Kessock Field. A sin-
gle game is set for 3 p.m.
Friday, followed by a noon
doubleheader on Saturday.

Children under age 17 re-
ceive free admission to the
baseball games, and there is
no admission charge to the
softball games.

UMaine’s softball double-
header against Bryant Uni-
versity in Orono also was
postponed because of field
conditions. No makeup date
has been announced.

ThomashelpsCeltics
battle by Pelicans
BY MIKE SHALIN
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — The Boston
Celtics took another step
forward in their fight for
home-court ad-
vantage in the
p l a y o f f s
Wednesday night.

However, they almost lost
to a decimated New Orleans
Pelicans team despite lead-
ing by 14 points late in the
third quarter.

Avery Bradley hit a jump-
er to snap a 93-93 tie, and
Isaiah Thomas scored 32
points as the Celtics fought
off the pesky Pelicans 104-97.

The win moved the Celtics
(46-32) into a virtual tie with
the idle Atlanta Hawks (46-
32) for third place in the East-
ern Conference. The Heat
(45-32) are a half-game back
in fifth, and the Charlotte
Hornets (45-33) are a half-
game behind Miami in sixth.

The Celtics have four
games left, three at home
and one at Atlanta.

Boston, playing for the
first time since clinching a
playoff berth on Sunday,
won its third straight but
had to scratch and claw to
beat a team that was miss-
ing over 100 points per game
among its top players.

Jae Crowder followed a
Marcus Smart missed 3-point-
er — Boston’s 33rd trey at-
tempt of the game, to make it
97-93.TwoThomasfree throws
extended the lead to six with
1:23 left. New Orleans scored
and almost scored again, but
Amir Johnson blocked a Luke
Babbitt layup and Bradley
nailed a trey.

The Celtics finished 10-for-
34 from 3-point range against
a team that dressed the NBA-
minimum eight players.

Thomas continued his
torrid second half of the sea-
son, adding eight assists and
four rebounds. Crowder
scored 14 points, Bradley 13
and Smart 11.

Toney Douglas led the Pel-
icans (29-49) with 19 points
and added seven rebounds
and three assists. Babbitt
had 16 points and eight
boards, Jordan Hamilton 14
points and Alexis Ajinka 10
points and eight rebounds.

New Orleans was 9-for-24
from 3-point range.

Because of their slew of
injuries, the Pelicans didn’t
start a player averaging
more than 7.6 points per
game. They were coming off
a loss at lowly Philadelphia,
but had won two of their last
three games — and played a
disciplined style that
wouldn’t let the Celtics get
too far ahead in the first half.

However, the Celtics, who
went just 4-for-17 from
3-point range in the first 24
minutes, finished the half
with a 13-6 run and led by
eight at the break. They
then scored the first eight
points of the second half, six
of them on back-to-back
3-pointers by Crowder.

The Pelicans kept fight-
ing and used an 8-0 run to
cut their deficit to three. The
Celtics, led by Thomas, then
reeled off 11 straight in a
span of just 1:12 and broke it
open — briefly. New Orleans
scored the last 11 points of
the quarter, Boston failing
to score over the final 3:37.
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