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Center alumnus Patrick
Thibodeau were name-
sakes for the annual Spirit
of the Game Awards pre-
sented by Maine McDon-
ald’s in conjunction with
the Maine Association of
Basketball Coaches.

Titus, who lived with
autism, and Thibodeau,
who has Down syndrome,
were managers of their re-
spective high school bas-
ketball teams and the sub-
ject of a CBS Sports docu-
mentary that aired during
the 2010 NCAA Final Four
pregame show after their
coaches put them in to
play during the teams’
final home games of their
senior year.

Titus, for his part,
showed considerable skills
— scoring nine points.

At the 2009 Maine Mc-
Donald’s banquet they
were named the first recip-
ients of the Spirit of the
Game Awards, which
honor two high school se-
niors who embody the spir-
it of the sport of basketball,
exemplify sportsmanship,
and support and inspire
their teammates and coach-
ing staff.

A year later, the awards
were named after them,
with the North Division
honor called the Joshua
Titus Spirit of the Game
Award while the South Di-
vision accolade similarly is
named for Thibodeau.

And with each year that
has ensued, the hundreds
who attend the Maine Mc-
Donald’s banquet inevita-
bly are brought to tears by
a re-airing of the CBS story
before the new Spirit of the
Game Award honorees are
announced.

The documentary, the
Spirit of the Game Award

and the relationships
Titus forged with every-
one from his high school
teammates, coaches,
teachers and classmates
to others throughout
Maine’s basketball com-
munity — including a
newspaper guy in need of
a little organizational as-
sistance — should serve
as an enduring and inspi-
rational testimonial to his
absolute honesty, his love
of basketball, and his con-
cern for others.

One last time, Josh,
thank you.

His parents, Andy and
Carolyn Titus, issued the
following statement Thurs-
day afternoon:

“Yesterday, April 6, our
loving and amazing son,
Joshua, passed away after
a brief and brave battle
with cancer.

“We will forever remem-
ber Josh’s infectious
smile, his love for basket-
ball and the pride he had
as the team manager for
the Edward Little boys
varsity team and his in-
volvement with the Maine
McDonald’s High School
Senior All-Star Basketball
Games, his love for num-
bers and his desire to one
day be an accountant, and
the easy way he made
friends and family feel spe-
cial.

“We are saddened that
Josh is no longer with us
and ask for privacy as we
grieve with our son, Nate,
and family.”

Reds sweep Phillies
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

CINCINNATI — Jay
Bruce hit his first two home
runs of the season and drove
in five
runs, in-
c l u d i n g
four in an
eight-run fourth inning, as
the Cincinnati Reds com-
pleted a three-game sweep of
the Philadelphia Phillies
with a 10-6 victory on Thurs-
day afternoon at Great
American Ball Park.

Eugenio Suarez added his
first career grand slam to
help the Reds give rookie
starter Robert Stephenson
the victory in his major-
league debut.

The Phillies led 2-1 after
Cedric Hunter hit his first
career home run in the top
of the fourth, but the Reds
erased that by sending 13
batters to the plate in the
bottom of the inning. Bruce
hit a three-run homer to put
Cincinnati in front for good.
Suarez hit his second home
run in as many games to
push the Reds’ lead to 8-2.

Bruce added an RBI single
later in the inning to provide
Stephenson plenty of cush-
ion. Ryan Howard hit his
first homer of the season, a
two-run shot to center in the

fifth for the Phillies, but Ste-
phenson got through five in-
nings, allowing four runs
(three earned) and six hits.

White Sox 6, A’s 1
OAKLAND, California —

Jose Abreu hit a two-run
homer in the top of the sixth
inning and Mat Latos gave
up one hit in six innings to
lead Chicago over Oakland.

Latos, who walked one
and struck out two, won for
the first time since July 21
with Miami. He has yet to
allow an earned run in 15 ca-
reer innings against the A’s.

Kendall Graveman took
the loss despite a solid ef-
fort. He gave up two runs
and three hits in 5 1/3 in-
nings. He walked one and
struck out four.

Chicago won its second
straight series at Oakland
Coliseum, the first time that
has happened since 2008-09.
It was also Robin Ventura’s
300th career win as a man-
ager.

The White Sox broke it
open with a four-run ninth.
Dioner Navarro, Tyler Sala-
dino, Melky Cabrera and
Abreu each drove in a run.

Yankees 8, Astros 5
NEW YORK — Mark Teix-

eira hit a tiebreaking three-

run homer with one out in
the bottom of the eighth in-
ning to rally New York over
Houston.

The Yankees did not lead
until Teixeira drove a 1-0
fastball from Ken Giles
down the left-field line. Bat-
ting from the left side of the
plate, it was the first base-
man’s 193rd home run as a
Yankee and the seventh
home run by New York in
the series.

Besides Teixeira’s home
run, Brian McCann and
Starlin Castro hit solo home
runs for the Yankees, who
have scored 24 runs in their
two games.

Rookie Tyler White hit
his first career home run,
had three hits and drove in
four runs for Houston. Pres-
ton Tucker also connected
for the Astros.

Giants 12, Dodgers 6
SAN FRANCISCO — San

Francisco ended Los Ange-
les’ shutout streak and un-
beaten record, scoring 12
times in its final four times
up in its home opener.

The Giants put the game
away with a five-run bottom of
the eighth inning capped by
Hunter Pence’s grand slam.

The Dodgers came into
the game having swept San

Diego in a three-game se-
ries, starting the season
with three consecutive shut-
outs (matching the 1963 St.
Louis Cardinals for the ma-
jor-league record) and a 25-0
scoring advantage.

Alex Wood held the Gi-
ants scoreless through four

innings, extending the Dodg-
ers’ scoreless streak to 31
innings. Only one team has
gone deeper into a season
before giving up a run — the
1963 Cardinals went 32 in-
nings.

But it all unraveled in the
middle innings. The Dodg-

ers led 4-0 based mainly on
two RBI doubles from Adri-
an Gonzalez and one from
Scott Van Slyke against Gi-
ants starter Jake Peavy.
That extended their major-
league record for unan-
swered runs to start a sea-
son to 29.

DAVID KOHL | USA TODAY

Cincinnati Reds right fielder Jay Bruce (left) is congratulated by third base coach Billy
Hatcher after hitting a solo home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the seventh
inning at Great American Ball Park. The Reds won 10-6.
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UMFK names new athletic trainer
FORT KENT — Kyle Fish-

er has been hired as an ath-
letic trainer at the Universi-
ty of Maine
at Fort
Kent, ath-
letic direc-
tor Bill Ashby announced
Thursday.

Fisher will graduate in
May with a master of sci-
ence in athletic training
from Florida International
University, where he cur-
rently works with the wom-
en’s soccer team. He will
start at UMFK on June 1.

Fisher will replace An-
drea Sulavik, who is leaving
to pursue other opportuni-
ties closer to her home state
of Michigan.

Fisher is a Pennsylvania
native and graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in exer-
cise science from Blooms-

burg (Pennsylvania) Uni-
versity. At Bloomsburg, he
was a standout wide receiv-
er for the
f o o t b a l l
team and
was selected
for the all-
conference
team. He
went on to
earn a try-
out with the
Tampa Bay
Buccaneers and the New
Orleans Saints.

“Kyle will be a great addi-
tion to our staff here at
UMFK, and we expect all of
our teams to benefit not only
from his athletic training
background, but from his
exercise science knowledge
as well,” Ashby said in a
news release.

Fisher also completed an

internship for the Cleveland
Browns’ training staff.

Husson golfer third in
tourney

Husson University’s
Daulton Wickenden earned
a third-place finish in the
45th Annual Marine Federal
Credit Union Intercollegiate
Golf Championship’s Scar-
let Consolation at Camp
Lejeune in Jacksonville,
North Carolina, over the
weekend.

Wickenden finished with
a three-day total of 217 after
rounds of 73, 72 and 72.

Husson finished fifth in
team scoring with a 903.
Other Husson finishers in-
cluded Greg Martin (220,
fourth), Taylor Morang (231,
27th), Philip Thome (238,
47th) and Cam Clark (262,
61st).

Patrick Henry Communi-
ty College won the tourney
title with an 894 total, while
Shenandoah University’s
Evan Cocke was the top in-
dividual with 213.

UMaine charity game set
Members of the Universi-

ty of Maine men’s basketball
team will take on the “Greek
Stars” at 5 p.m. Saturday in
a charity game held at Me-
morial Gymnasium in
Orono.

The Greek All-Star Team,
voted by the UMaine com-
munity, will host the Black
Bears in a special charity
event. Tickets to the event
are $3 with all proceeds
going to support Big Broth-
ers, Big Sisters, Best Bud-
dies.

There will be raffles, priz-
es and food available.
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Concussions cause
Bills’ Tarpley to retire
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Buffalo Bills 23-year-old
linebacker A.J. Tarpley an-
nounced on Instagram that
he is retiring from the NFL
after just one season be-
cause of four diagnosed
concussions he suffered in
his career.

“The only thing comfort-
ing about not knowing this
play would be the last of
my career is knowing that I
never took a second for
granted,” Tarpley wrote on
Instagram. “After months
of introspection, I am retir-
ing from football. I suffered
the 3rd and 4th concussions
of my career this past sea-
son and I am walking away
from the game I love to pre-
serve my future health.

“This decision is the
hardest I’ve made yet but
after much research and
contemplation I believe it’s
what is best for me going
forward. I’d like to extend
my gratitude to everyone
that helped me along the
way. Thank you to my

coaches at Wayzata and
Stanford, and to lifelong
friends that I was blessed
to call teammates. You all
molded me into the man I
am today.

“To my family, I’ll never
be able to repay your un-
wavering support and
love, I just hope that I can
continue to show how gra-
cious I am and make you
proud. I also want to thank
the Buffalo Bills organiza-
tion, coaches, and team-
mates for helping me ful-
fill my lifelong dream in
the NFL.

“Last but not least, I’m
proud to be a part of #Bills-
Mafia and playing in front
of the best fans in the
league is something I won’t
forget. Thank you God for
all that you have blessed
me. I’m excited for my fu-
ture.”

Tarpley played in 14
games for the Bills last sea-
son after being undrafted
out of Stanford. He had
eight tackles and two inter-
ceptions.

Bruins improve playoff chances withwin
BY MIKE SHALIN
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — The Boston
Bruins seriously brightened
their playoff
picture Thurs-
day night.

Coming off back-to-back
losses that left their postsea-
son chances very much in
doubt, the Bruins scored
twice in the first 2:44, then
added two more in the first
45 seconds of the third peri-
od in an impressive 5-2 vic-
tory over the Detroit Red
Wings.

The victory, Boston’s
third in 11 games, doesn’t
wrap up a playoff spot for
the Bruins, but it does set
up a final weekend of the
regular season. Boston (42-
30-9) is attempting to earn
either third place in the At-
lantic Division or the East-
ern Conference’s second
wild card.

The Bruins, who host the
Ottawa Senators on Satur-
day, are tied with Detroit
(41-29-11) but trail in the tie-
breaker. Both teams have 93
points with one game re-
maining.

The Philadelphia Flyers
had 91 points heading into
their Thursday night game
against the lowly Toronto
Maple Leafs.

Philadelphia has two
games left and still could
steal the wild card.

The Red Wings, mean-
while, were denied clinch-
ing their 25th straight trip to
the playoffs, which they can
take care of with a win over

the Rangers in New York on
Saturday.

Boston defenseman
Torey Krug ended a 54-game
goal-scoring drought with
his first goal since Dec. 5,
and he dished out two as-
sists. Brad Marchand and
David Krejci also had two
points in the win — March-
and scoring his 37th goal of
the season minutes after re-
ceiving the fans’ Seventh

Player Award given to the
player who most exceeds
expectations.

David Pastrnak, who
opened the scoring before
Marchand made it 2-0, Lee
Stempniak and Loui Eriks-
son also scored for the Bru-
ins, who chased Detroit
goaltender Jimmy Howard,
a former University of
Maine standout, from the
net when Eriksson made it
5-1 with his 30th goal of the
season early in the third pe-
riod.

Defenseman Alexey
Marchenko got the Wings to
within 3-1 with a second-pe-
riod goal, and Marchenko
got an assist on Andreas
Athanasiou’s goal with 1:23
left — on Detroit’s 15th and
final shot on Tuukka Rask.

The TD Garden crowd,
minus the ones wearing Red
Wings shirts, broke into a
“We Want Playoffs” chant
midway through the third
period.

It was after the chant that
a pair of Red Wings fans
made their way down to the
glass in separate charges
and threw octopi on the ice
— a tradition in Detroit.

“We will forever
remember Josh’s

infectious smile, his
love for basketball
and the pride he had
as the team manager
for the Edward Little
boys varsity team.”

ANDY AND CAROLYN TITUS

Strong start lifts Quinnipiac by BC in semi
BY JESS MYERS
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

TAMPA, Florida — Quin-
nipiac jumped on Boston
C o l l e g e
early, tak-
ing a two-
goal lead in
the first period on the way to
a 3-2 win in the NCAA Fro-
zen Four semifinals Thurs-
day night

Kevin McKernan, An-
drew Taverner and Landon
Smith scored goals for the
Bobcats (32-3-7), and goalie
Michael Garteig had 34
saves as Quinnipiac ad-
vanced to the NCAA cham-
pionship game for the sec-
ond time in four years.

Alex Tuch and Ryan
Fitzgerald scored for the Ea-
gles, who trailed 2-0 halfway

through the first period and
were doomed by the slow
start. Thatcher Demko had
27 saves for BC (28-8-5).

The Bobcats needed less
than three minutes to take
the lead, taking advantage of
a giveaway behind the Ea-
gles’ net.

Demko made a save and
blindly steered the puck be-
hind him, where Bobcats
fourth-line winger Scott Da-
vidson got possession and
zipped a pass to McKernan,
who was crashing in from the
blue line. McKernan’s low
shot beat Demko between the
post and the goalie’s left leg
pad. It was the fourth goal of
the season for McKernan, his
first since Feb. 26.

Taverner made it 2-0 for
Quinnipiac five minutes
later, getting a rising shot

past Demko on the blocker
side. Another Boston Col-
lege turnover started the
play, with Travis St. Denis
intercepting a loose puck
and feeding a pass to Tav-
erner for the goal.

The Eagles had a pair of
first-period power plays but
could not get on the score-
board until the second. On
the opening shift of the mid-
dle period, Casey Fitzgerald
shot from the blue line, Colin
White redirected the puck,
and Garteig made the save.
However, the rebound popped
right to Tuch, who tapped it
in to make the score 2-1.

It stayed that way until the
Bobcats got their first power
play of the game, and they
needed just nine seconds on
the man advantage to take a
3-1 lead. With the puck bounc-

ing around near Demko,
Smith cleaned up with his
12th goal of the season.

Frustrated on their first
four power plays, the Eagles
finally got one with the man
advantage with 4:16 to play
in the game. Fitzgerald
slammed home the rebound
of a long-range shot by Ian
McCoshen.

The Eagles pulled Demko
for an extra attacker with
less than two minutes to
play and pressured the Bob-
cats, but Garteig made a
glove save on a McCoshen
slap shot in the final seconds
to preserve the win.

Quinnipiac will play in
Saturday night’s champion-
ship against the winner of
Thursday night’s semifinal
between North Dakota and
Denver.
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BOB DECHIARA | USA TODAY

Boston Bruins left wing Loui Eriksson (left) battles with
Detroit Red Wings center Pavel Datsyuk during the second
period at TD Garden on Thurday night. Boston won 5-2.


