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at shortstop and second
base, respectively.

Pena (.227) was key bat-

ting behind Casals last
weekend. He posted four
hits and scored three runs,
logging two bunt singles and
a sacrifice bunt.

Kerbs (.240) had four hits
in the series, and freshman
pitcher Nick Silva worked

three scoreless relief in-
nings with five strikeouts in
Saturday’s opener.

“They’re definitely cru-
cial to our success,” senior
pitcher Logan Fullmer said
of the group.

“I think our talent is real-

ly in those younger guys,”
Trimper said.

“[The upperclassmen]
need to step up and just kind
of play the baseball they’re
capable of playing, [and] I
think the team can just take
off.”

decision over Rodrigo Almei-
da in a three-round feather-
weight contest at the Fox-
woods Resort Casino in
Mashantucket, Connecticut.

That has led to speculation
that Boyington will get a sec-
ond bout with WSOF, per-
haps as soon as June 17 when
the promotion returns to Fox-
woods. Just two main-card
fights have been announced
for that WSOF 31 show to
date.

“I vacated my belt because
I wanted to give someone else
a shot at it,” he said. “I didn’t
want to hold everything up
with NEF, and I knew I was
done fighting in Maine. It’s
time to extend on past the re-
gional scene. And because of
my age and my health, when I
fight now the benefits have to
be worth it.”

Boyington has been one of
the state’s busiest fighters,
his last three bouts all coming
within a four-month span.

Barely a month after defeat-
ing Almeida, he returned to
NEF with a third-round stop-
page of North Carolina’s
Jimmy Davidson on Nov. 21
in Lewiston that preceded the
Lemke bout.

But the injuries, which
also included a concussion,
and the cumulative effect of
21 professional MMA fights
and one boxing match since
June 2009 began to catch up
with the Milford native.

“I had to take some time off
to let some things heal, and
I’m really still doing that,”
Boyington said. “For me,
that’s part of the process for
getting to where I want to be
now.

“It’s hard to see sometimes,
but having that time off some-
times just does you so much
good. You come back real
fresh and real hungry, and
your body’s not so beat up. I
think that’s going to be a re-
ally good thing for me, espe-
cially when I get back in the
gym and try to start going
again.”

NEF officials moved quick-
ly to determine Boyington’s

successor as its lightweight
champion, declaring a bout
between Jesse Erickson (7-4)
of Auburn and Devin Powell
(5-1) of South Berwick already
scheduled for its NEF 22 card
April 23 in Lewiston as a five-
round battle for the title belt.

“Bruce was a great cham-
pion,” NEF co-owner and pro-
moter Nick DiSalvo said. “He
was the face of this promotion
for two years. The 155-pound
title is our most coveted
championship, and there is
no shortage of worthy chal-
lengers. The decision to fill it
as soon as possible was an
easy one to make.”

Boyington has defeated Er-
ickson twice, the first time for
the vacant lightweight title in
September 2014 and the sec-
ond time in his first title de-
fense two months later. He
also handed Powell his lone
defeat by unanimous deci-
sion in February 2014.

Erickson and Powell are
riding three-fight winning
streaks.

“That’s an awesome
matchup,” Boyington said.
“Obviously I’ve fought both

of those guys, and it’s hard to
argue against Jesse earning
that shot after his last few
fights and Devin as well.”

The Erickson-Powell win-
ner already is committed to
make his first title defense
against Lemke, who many ca-
geside observers thought got
the best of Boyington in their
recent matchup but saw his
pro record fall to 5-4 by the
slimmest of margins on the
judges’ scorecards.

“It was a privilege and
honor to fight Bruce for the
lightweight title,” Lemke
said. “After the fight, I was
pretty confident I did enough
to win. Now, after watching
the fight numerous times,
there is no doubt in my mind
that I won that fight. If Bruce
doesn’t want to fight me
again and vacate his belt, I
understand and respect that
decision. However, I am hun-
grier than ever and want
what I believe is rightfully
mine. It would be an honor to
fight the winner of Erickson
versus Powell for the title,
and I very much look for-
ward to it.”

Maine swimmer sets YMCAnational record
BY ROBBY MACDONALD
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

Caitlin Tycz established a
YMCA national record in
the 100-yard butterfly at the
YMCA Na-
tionals held
last week at
the Greens-
boro Aquatic Center in
Greensboro, North Caroli-
na.

Competing for the Long
Reach Swim Club of the
Bath YMCA, Tycz flew to a
time of 52.43 seconds to win
the event and set the stan-
dard.

Coach Jay Morissette ac-
knowledged Tycz’s commit-
ment to preparation.

“Caitlin has worked so
hard for the past several sea-
sons to get to this point. She
has brought a lot of focus, a
lot of energy to every race
this week and while it
doesn’t always happen, it
worked in her favor this
time,” he said. “We are so
proud of her.”

Tycz continued her ex-
traordinary achievements,
qualifying for the Olympic
Trials in the 100-meter but-
terfly with a 1:00.8 in a race
after setting the national re-

cord. The trials will be held
June 26 through July 3 in
Omaha, Nebraska.

Two other Long Reach
Swim Club swimmers also
swam impressively at the Y
nationals. Nate Samson
scored second in the 100 but-
terfly (48.34) to break
Maine’s record set in 2000 by
Portland’s Ian Crocker, who
swam for the University of
Texas and is a five-time
Olympic medalist and a for-
mer world record holder.

Samson also eclipsed
Crocker’s Maine mark in
the 200 individual medley
(1:50.4) to finish fourth.

In the 100 backstroke,
Samson also scored fourth
at 48.7 and recorded a 20.8 in
the 50 free for 10th.

Teammate Ann Tolan
clocked a 23.1 in the 50 free
for sixth and joined Tycz,
Emma Blair and Sonia Lin
on the swim club’s Maine
record-setting 200 free relay
(1:33.1) to finish second.

Long Reach Swim Club
finished 12th in the competi-
tion, which included more
than 200 teams.

The club includes approx-
imately 180 swimmers ages
7-18. Since Morissette began
his tenure in 1985, Long

Reach Swim Club swim-
mers, in addition to achiev-
ing excellence on the state
level, have participated in
competitions including the
Y nationals, USA senior na-
tionals and U.S. Olympic
Trials.

Colby Prouty, swimming
for the Canoe City Swim
Club of the Old Town-Orono
YMCA, also turned in some
strong performances at the
Y nationals.

Prouty scored in the fi-
nals of two events, the 200-

yard breaststroke (2:06) and
the 100-yard breaststroke
(56.3), at the Y Nationals.
Finishing eighth in the 200
breaststroke and fourth in
the 100 breaststroke, Prouty
became the first Canoe City
Swim Club swimmer to

place in the top eight in two
events at the national meet.

“It was fun to watch,”
coach Zach Gasaway said.
“Colby works so hard and he
is so focused. He knows his
body and he knows when he
is in synch.”

After his superb 200
breaststroke trial swim of
2:04 followed by his 2:06 in
the finals and a 200 medley
relay split (25.3) on the
breaststroke leg, the 16-year-
old Prouty was prepped for
another sparkling swim, ac-
cording to his coach.

Qualifying for the finals
in the 100 breaststroke at 57,
Prouty split the finals at
26.19 and 30.16 for his fourth
place.

Gasaway indicated
Prouty will break from his
regimen for a few weeks be-
fore resuming his training
and racing schedule, which
may include the Y Long
Course Nationals in late
July in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana.

The Greensboro Aquatic
Center seats 2,500 and in-
cludes three pools, a compe-
tition pool, a warm-up pool,
and a diving well. It was the
host site for the 2016 NCAA
Division III nationals.
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Brunswick’s Caitlin Tycz competes in the 100-yard butterfly during the Class A girls
swimming and diving state championship meet on Feb. 13 at the University of Maine in
Orono. Tycz set a YMCA national record in the 100 butterfly last week in Greensboro,
North Carolina.

Senior becomes USMhits leader
GORHAM — Sam Dexter

stroked a double and a home
run while accounting for
three runs
batted in on
Tuesday af-
t e r n o o n ,
leading No. 18 University of
Southern Maine to a 6-1
baseball victory over Hus-
son University at USM Base-
ball Stadium.

Dexter, a senior from Oak-
land, became the Huskies’
all-time hits leader with his
first-inning double. The for-
mer Messalonskee High
School standout surpassed
the mark of 273 held by Tyler
Delorme (2000-2003).

Dexter drove in a run
with his double and clubbed
a two-run homer in the third
among 10 hits for USM (14-
5). Paul McDonough collect-
ed a double and two singles
with one RBI for the win-
ners, who have won seven
straight.

Bobby Delaney (1-0) held
Husson (11-10) to five hits
and one run with four strike-
outs and one walk through
six innings. Tanner Laberge
worked two hitless innings
and Ryan Browner struck
out two in a hitless ninth.

Alex Chapman led the Ea-
gles, who had their four-
game win streak halted, with

two singles. J.T. Whitten hit
an RBI single in the fifth.
Starter Tommy Burns sur-
rendered nine hits and six
earned runs in 3â…“ innings.

Joe Skoczylas pitched 3ª
innings and did not allow a
hit for Husson, while Steven
Hanscom contributed a
scoreless ninth.

Men’s Lacrosse
DanielWebster 12, Husson 11

At Nashua, New Hamp-
shire, Anthony Cotoni’s un-
assisted goal with 36 seconds
left in the game lifted Daniel
Webster by the Eagles of
Bangor.

Tre Mason paced Daniel
Webster (6-5) with four goals
and two assists while David
Downie chipped in with
three goals and three as-
sists. Cotoni finished with
three goals and an assist and
Russell Applegate had two
goals and an assist. Curtis
Larade made 13 saves.

Brandon Bosse sparked
Husson (3-7) with four goals.
Brett Martin contributed
two goals and an assist and
Chad Merrill also had two
goals. Trent Sell added a
goal and two assists and
Brandon Corbo had two as-
sists. Matt Martin made 17
saves.

COLLEGE
ROUNDUP

Capitals look to reverse
fortunes in playoffs
BY TIM WHARNSBY
REUTERS

So much went right for
Russian sniper Alex Ovech-
kin and his Washington
Capitals this
season that
they might fi-
nally be set to reverse years
of postseason heartbreak
when the Stanley Cup play-
offs open this week.

Ovechkin was the Nation-
al Hockey League’s top scor-
er for a fourth straight year
with 50 goals, goalie Braden
Holtby tied the all-time
mark for single-season wins
with 48 and Washington
won the Presidents’ Trophy
for finishing first overall.

The 16-team playoffs, with
the winner of four gruelling
best-of-seven series earning
the coveted Stanley Cup in
June, open on Wednesday
with three games. Washing-
ton begin their series on
Thursday against the Phila-
delphia Flyers.

Among the other key
matchups, Canadian Sidney
Crosby’s Pittsburgh Pen-
guins will face the New York
Rangers, while the defend-
ing Stanley Cup champion
Chicago Blackhawks will
start on the road against the
St. Louis Blues.

Ovechkin and the Capi-
tals have first-hand knowl-
edge that a successful regu-
lar season is no guarantee of
playoff success.

Since the Russian stand-
out joined Washington in
2005, the Capitals have never
been beyond the second
round and have lost a deci-
sive seventh game in three
of the past four years.

“You have to have luck on
your side, you have to be
healthy, and you have to be
focusing one hundred per-
cent, because the playoffs
are totally different hock-
ey,” said Ovechkin. “Every
game is like the last game.”

In the past 10 seasons,
only the 2007-08 Detroit Red
Wings and 2012-13 Chicago
Blackhawks have finished
first overall in the regular
season and gone on to win
the Stanley Cup.

“Every player that’s in
that room, growing up, no
matter when they started
playing the game, they were
playing for the Stanley Cup,

they never played for the
Presidents’ Trophy,” said
Capitals coach Barry Trotz.

“We all would like to be in
that position to play for the
one Cup that we all dreamed
about when you’re playing
on the streets or in the hall-
ways of the house or hotel or
whatever. That’s the one
that we want to play for.”

The emergence of center
Evgeny Kuznetsov, in his
second full season, and addi-
tion of T.J. Oshie from a
trade with the St. Louis
Blues has buoyed the hopes
of the Eastern Conference’s
Capitals as they have pro-
vided secondary scoring to
Ovechkin.

An Eastern Conference
team has not won the Stan-
ley Cup since the Boston
Bruins in 2011 as Chicago
(2015, 2013) and the Los An-
geles Kings (2014, 2012) have
won the last four champion-
ships.

Chicago, looking to be-
come the NHL’s first repeat
champion since the 1997-98
Detroit Red Wings, lost key
players in Patrick Sharp,
Brad Richards and Brandon
Saad last offseason through
trades and free agency to
stay within the NHL’s sala-
ry limits.

But they still have cap-
tain Jonathan Toews, for-
wards Patrick Kane and
Marian Hossa as well as de-
fensemen Duncan Keith and
Brent Seabrook, a core
group that has won three
Stanley Cups together in the
past six years.

However, the group has
played together in 65 post-
season games during the
previous three years and
will need to dig deep if they
are to make another deep
run.

For the first time in 46
years, the playoffs will not
have a Canadian-based team
competing. Back in 1970,
there only were two Canadi-
an teams in the a 12-team
league, compared to seven
in the 30-team NHL today.

Detroit dropped its final
two regular season games
but still squeaked into the
playoffs and extended the
longest active streak of post-
season appearances in the
history of professional
North American sports to 25
years.
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man Anton Stralman, the sec-
ond-leading point-getter
among their defense corps,
will miss the series due to in-
jury.

“When you’re missing big
players, it’s going to be impor-
tant to keep the game simple. It
becomes more of a team game
because you can’t rely on those
individuals,” Bishop said.

Bishop led the Lightning to
a berth in the Stanley Cup fi-
nals a year ago with his 2.18
GAA and .921 save percentage
during the playoffs and he
said he has “felt good” all sea-
son.

He said it is important to
keep an even keel in the play-
offs.

“Youhave to take itgameby
game. You can’t get too high or
too low. You’re going to have
good games and bad games,”
said Bishop, who has a lot of
respect for the Red Wings and
expects a tough series.

“They have a lot of skill and
they’ve been together a long
time. [Pavel] Datsyuk and
[Henrik] Zetterberg are game-
changers. You have to keep
your eye on them. You can’t
let them control the game,” he
said. “They also have a lot of
good role players.”

Five others with UMaine
ties also will be involved in the
playoffs.

Former UMaine players
Garth Snow, Jack Capuano,
Mike Dunham and Bob Cork-
um are with the New York Is-
landers as is Greg Cronin,

who was the Black Bears’ in-
terim head coach for a year.

Snow is the Islanders’ gen-
eral manager, Capuano is the
head coach and Dunham and
Corkum are assistant coaches
as is Cronin. Corkum was also
an assistant coach at UMaine.

The Isles will play the Pan-
thers beginning Thursday.

And former UMaine defen-
seman Dave Nonis is a special
assignment scout and consul-
tant to general manager Bob
Murray with the Anaheim
Ducks, who will host Nash-
ville on Friday.

NHL

Patriots re-sign running
back LeGarrette Blount
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Running back LeGarrette
Blount re-signed with the
New England Patriots.

Blount, an unrestricted
free agent, has signed three
times with the Patriots, who
released running back Tyler
Gaffney on Monday.

A chipped hip bone caused
Blount to miss the final six
games of the season, includ-
ing the playoffs, but he scored
six touchdowns and touched
the ball once every 1.8 snaps
he took in the backfield. He
had 165 carries as a backup to
Dion Lewis.

The Patriots have five
running backs on the cur-
rent roster including Lewis,
who is re-
turning from
a torn ACL,
James White,
B r a n d o n
Bolden and
Joey Iosefa.

Blount has
r e c o r d e d
3,961 rushing
yards and 31
touchdowns in 84 NFL
games, including 35 starts.
Last season, he totaled 703
yards on 165 carries with six
TDs.
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na Holland and Sierra Cal-
houn, each of whom lasted
only one semester before
transferring.

All headed to high-profile
programs including Penn
State, Baylor and Ohio State.

McCallie recently complet-
ed her ninth season at Duke,

where her teams have com-
piled a 245-65 record (.790)
with six Sweet 16 appearanc-
es and four Elite Eight bids.

The Blue Devils failed to
reach the NCAA tourna-
ment this season when they
went 20-12 and lost six of
their last 10 games, includ-
ing an ACC quarterfinal.

McCalliecoachedatUMaine
from 1992 to 2000, directing the
Black Bears to a 167-73 record
and six consecutive trips to the

NCAA tournament. That in-
cluded the program’s only
NCAA win, a first-round victo-
ry over Stanford in 1999.

Including a seven-year stint
at Michigan State from 2000 to
2007, McCallie owns a career
coaching mark of 561-213.

She was the Associated
Press National Coach of the
Year in 2005 and the ACC’s
top coach in 2010, 2012 and
2013. McCallie also won
America East (1999) and

North Atlantic Conference
(1995, 1996) coaching honors.

McCallie was born in Cal-
ifornia, then moved to
Maine where she was a two-
time Parade All-American
at Brunswick High School.
She played her college ball
at Northwestern.

She has been inducted into
the Maine Sports Hall of Fame,
the Maine Basketball Hall of
Fame and the University of
Maine Sports Hall of Fame.

Blount


