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Celtics chillHeatwith surge in 2ndhalf
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — Coming off double-
digit losses in the past two games,
the Boston Celtics talked about
playing with more aggression in
their regular-season finale against
the Miami Heat with Eastern Con-
ference playoff seeding on the line.

It took the Celtics until the second
half to unleash their aggression.

Guard Isaiah Thomas’ 21 points
led five Boston players in double
digits and the Celtics outscored the
Heat 60-26 in the second half to over-
come a 26-point deficit and prevail
98-88 at TD Garden.

With the Celtics’ win, the Atlanta
Hawks’ loss and the Charlotte Hor-
nets’ win, the Celtics (48-34) will be
the fifth seed in the East and open

the playoffs against the fourth-seed-
ed Hawks this weekend.

Joe Johnson and Hassan White-
head each had 19 points for the Heat
(48-34), who still secured the South-
east Division title and the third seed
in he East because of Atlanta’s loss.

The Celtics had lost by 14 points
to Charlotte on Monday and by 11
to Atlanta on Saturday.

Boston never led Miami in the
first half and was behind 62-38 at
halftime.

Johnson’s 3-pointer with 11:25
left in the third quarter put the
Heat up 65-41, but Miami didn’t
score again for 7:51.

The Celtics went on a 20-0 run to
cut the lead to 65-61 before Johnson’s
jumper with 3:34 left in the quarter
ended the streak and put Miami

ahead 67-61 when the Celtics called
timeout.

The Celtics limited the Heat to
2-of-20 shooting from the field in the
third quarter and outscored Miami
25-5 to trim the lead to 67-63 when the
quarter ended.

Tempers flared after the horn
when Celtics guard Marcus Smart
was knocked down by Heat guard
Goran Dragic on a rebound and
Smart tried to get at Dragic.

Players from both sides poured
onto the floor, but no punches were
thrown and Smart and Dragic were
assessed double technical fouls.

Boston kept rolling early in the
fourth quarter. Kelly Olynyk’s three-
point play with 9:39 left capped a 9-2
run and gave the Celtics their first
lead at 72-69.

The Celtics extended their lead to
six several times and grabbed their
first double-digit lead at 89-79 on two
Thomas free throws with 2:55 left.

NOTES: F Udonis Haslem was
listed as out on the Heat’s afternoon
injury report because of a sprained
left foot he suffered Tuesday in Mi-
ami’s 99-93 road win over the Detroit
Pistons. But he warmed up and was
available to play. “We’re talking
about Udonis Haslem here,” Heat
coach Eric Spoelstra said about how
the veteran could possibly go from
being out to available in a matter of
hours. Haslem recently became a
regular in the back end of the Mi-
ami’s rotation with more than five
minutes of playing time in the past
six games. … Heat F Justise Win-
slow, who missed the game because

of a sprained ankle, also warmed up.
… Celtics co-owners Wyc Grous-
beck, Steve Pagliuca and Robert Ep-
stein presented the Red Auerbach
Award to G Isaiah Thomas, who led
the team in scoring at 22.2 points per
game. The award is given to the
“Celtics player who best exemplifies
the spirit of what it means to be a
true Celtic through performance on
the court and off.” … For the second
time in Heat history, they have four
players with 1,000 points in one sea-
son: G Dwayne Wade (1,392), C Has-
san Whiteside (1,021), F Chris Bosh
1,010 and G Goran Dragic (1,000). The
only other time was the 2000-01 sea-
son when F Anthony Mason (1,290),
F Brian Grant (1,250), G Tim Hard-
away (1,150) and G Eddie Jones
(1,094) did it.

Pats waive 2014
first-round pick
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Defensive tackle Domi-
nique Easley, a first-round
pick in 2014 who ended his
two seasons with the Patri-
ots on injured reserve, is
about to hit the waiver wire.

CSNNE.com’s Tom Cur-
ran broke the
news Wednes-
day that Eas-
ley was in-
formed he
would not have a role with
the Patriots in 2016.

Easley was a surprising
first-round pick out of Flori-
da because of durability con-
cerns. He had hip, ankle and
thigh injuries during the
2015 season and was placed
on injured reserve on Dec.
16 after playing in nine
games and registering two
sacks.

NFLDraftScout .com’s
Dane Brugler said in 2014
“He has an explosive first
step and is extremely fluid
for his size, showing lateral
burst to attack gaps and win
angles. Easley is a tough,
high motor kid and forces
the issue with his penetra-
tion, making an impact even
if he doesn’t get the sack or
tackle. He is a high charac-
ter person with a strong
work ethic so if anyone can
return from an injury like
this, it’s him.”

The Patriots were active
reloading at the position,
signing former Redskins
and Broncos nose tackle
Terrance Knighton to a one-
year, $4.5 million contract
and bringing back 31-year-
old Alan Branch.

Easley is likely to be
claimed considering his tal-
ent and the fact that at 23 —
he turns 24 the first day of
the 2016 NFL Draft — he’s
younger than some pros-
pects in the 2016 draft.

NHL
Lightning 3, RedWings 2
TAMPA, Florida — The

Tampa Bay Lightning rallied
from a goal down in the sec-
ond period, scoring on a mid-
air deflection in front of the

net by Alex Killorn for a 3-2
win over the Detroit Red
Wings to open the first round
of the Stanley Cup playoffs on
Wednesday night at Amalie
Arena.

Less than two minutes
after a Lightning goal was
called off on replay, Nikita
Kucherov — who already had
scored two goals — poked the
puck loose behind the Detroit
goal and fed it wide to Tyler
Johnson, who fired a shot
across the net that Killorn re-
directed past former Univer-
sity of Maine goalie Jimmy
Howard for a 3-2 lead with
11:08 to play.

Tampa Bay goalie Ben
Bishop, another former Black
Bear, made that lead stand,
finishing with 34 saves, in-
cluding five in the final 1:10
after Detroit pulled its goalie
for an extra attacker.

The Lightning, who play
host to Game 2 on Friday
night with a 1-0 series lead,
looked to have taken the lead
with 13:05 left in the third pe-
riod on a goal by defenseman
Victor Hedman, but Detroit
challenged and replays
showed Lightning forward
Jonathan Drouin was offside
as Tampa Bay advanced the
puck. The score remained
tied, but not even for another
two minutes.

Neither team could convert
on power plays — Detroit
went 0 of 5 and Tampa Bay
was 0 of 4.

Detroit had a power play
early in the third period after
a cross-checking penalty
against Tampa Bay’s Jona-
than Drouin but couldn’t
score.

Tampa Bay entered the
playoffs without two of the
best players. Top scorer Ste-
ven Stamkos and defenseman
Anton Stralman were both
injured during the final two
weeks of the regular season.

The home team won all
four meetings in the regular
season, and the Lightning
were able to continue that. A
year ago, Tampa Bay lost at
home in an opening-round se-
ries against Detroit before ral-
lying to win in seven games.
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Washburn head coach Randy Norsworthy, seen here during the 2015 Eastern Maine semi-
finals at the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor, has announced his retirement from
coaching.
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the regular season over
their four years, and the last
eight seasons we always
made postseason play, so we
really had a successful run,”
said Norsworthy, who com-
piled a 122-56 record at
Washburn that included a
114-27 mark over the last
seven seasons.

“The unfortunate thing
was there were no Eastern
Maine championships or
state gold balls, but we real-
ly did very well the last six
or seven years.”

State’s ADs honored
South Portland’s Todd

Livingston has been named
recipient of the 2016 Robert
Lahey Athletic Administra-
tor of the Year award by the
Maine Interscholastic Ath-
letic Administrators Associ-
ation.

Livingston has led the ath-
letic department at his alma
mater since October 2011 after
stints as athletic director at
Falmouth High School for five
years and as assistant AD at
Greely High School in Cum-
berland Center for four years.

Livingston was a three-
sport standout at South Port-
land before going on to the

University of Maine, where
he was an infielder on the
baseball team.

Before getting into athletic
administration, Livingston
was head baseball coach at
Massabesic High School of
Waterboro and Cheverus
High School in Portland.

Others honored during the
MIAAA’s recent annual
spring conference at the Sa-
moset Resort in Rockport
were the following:

Craig Sickels, Freeport

High School: Martin E. Ryan,
CMAA, Award of Excellence;
Alfred “Bunky” Dow, Mount
Desert Island High School of
Bar Harbor: Gerald Durgin
Award for Excellence in Lead-
ership; Jason Fuller of Lewis-
ton High School: NIAAA State
Award of Merit;

Susan Robbins, Yarmouth
High School: Thomas E. Fred-
erick Award of Excellence;
Tom Chard, Portland Press
Herald (retired): MIAAA
Print Media Award; Dave Eid,

WGME-TV: MIAAA Electron-
ic Media Award; Bob Phil-
brick, Gorham: MIAAA Dis-
tinguished Service Award
(local level);

Mike Haley, former admin-
istrator, official, coach and
director for the Maine Shrine
football program: Lawrence
LaBrie MIAAA Distinguished
Service Award (statewide);
Rich Drummond, Windham
High School: MIAAA Past
Presidents Memorial Special
Achievement Award.
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Barron said. “We’re very
happy here. It would take
something extraordinary
for us to leave.

He explained that despite
Maine’s mid-major status, it
beats some big-time pro-
grams.

“People care here. You
can’t put a price tag on that,”
said Barron.

Barron, the 2015 America
East Coach of the Year, said it
would have been a bad time to
make a move with eight in-
coming freshmen replacing
an exceptional, eight-mem-
ber senior class.

“Clearly, I wouldn’t want
to abandon them,” said Bar-
ron, whose teams won just
12 games in his first two
seasons. “This is an exciting
time based on where we’ve
gotten and where I think the
ceiling is for the program.”

He has led Maine to three
straight postseason appear-
ances, including two consec-
utive bids to the Women’s
NIT. Maine has evolved into
a mainstay member of the
Mid-Major Top 25 poll, fin-
ishing 2016 ranked 16th.

Maine’s home attendance
(2,077 fans per game last sea-
son) has increased by 63 per-
cent during his tenure and
the Black Bears have gone
25-2 at the Cross Insurance
Center the last two years.

Barron said he is excited
about the fact the early
rounds of the America East
tournament will be played
at the Cross Insurance
Arena in Portland the next
two years.

Maine’s success on the
court continues to be
matched by its community
service and academic excel-
lence.

Academically, the Black
Bears finished the 2014-15
season ranked 24th nation-
ally in the Women’s Basket-
ball Coaches Association
Academic Top 25 Honor
Roll with a 3.399 grade point
average. For 2015, all 16
team members were recog-
nized at UMaine’s Academ-
ic Awards night for achiev-
ing individual GPAs of 3.0
or better.

Team members also are
attached to the community,
participating in numerous
clinics, school visits and
holiday service events.

“We are extremely de-
lighted to have coach Bar-
ron staying at the Universi-
ty of Maine,” said Creech in
a press release. “Coach Bar-
ron’s team has become a
model of excellence on the
court, in the classroom, and
throughout the community.
We are happy with the
growth and success of the
women’s basketball pro-
gram over the last five years
but even more excited about
the future of this program
under his guidance.”

Barron
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year at Belfast, two years at
the former Mexico High
School and 13 years at Her-
mon.

Blood became Brewer’s
head coach for the 2008-09
season and guided the
Witches to a 14-5 record
while earning Kennebec
Valley Athletic Conference
Class A co-coach of the year
honors.

He left the job after one
season for family reasons
but returned as Brewer’s
freshman boys basketball
coach for 2012-13.

Blood regained the varsi-
ty post a year later after Ben
Goodwin resigned for job
reasons and guided the
Witches to postseason ap-
pearances each of the last
two seasons with a core
group of veterans that in-
cluded 2016 KVAC all-stars
Matt Pushard and Carter
Smith.

Blood earned KVAC Class
A coach of the year honors
again last winter and capped
off his four years at Brewer
with a 41-35 record that
brought his career total to
more than 200 victories.

“He’s always teaching,”
said Brewer athletic admin-
istrator Dave Utterback.
“You see it in the classroom
and on the basketball court.
It’s just a constant passion
for teaching that you see in
the way he delivers the mes-
sage of what he wants the
kids to do and how they
should do it in his opinion.
They’re always watching
him and when he speaks,
they listen. The delivery re-
ally makes a difference
there.”

Blood’s heart attack,
which he described as be-
tween “mild” and “major,”
was followed by a procedure
to place two stents in his ar-
teries to facilitate better
blood flow. It brought a sud-
den sense of uncertainty to
his immediate teaching and
coaching future last fall.

He was determined to re-
turn to both the classroom
and the basketball court, but
the latter hope was almost
short-circuited on the day of
Brewer’s first game of the
new season against Cony of
Augusta when Blood had to
return to the hospital.

“My blood pressure
spiked again, and I had to
fight to get out of the emer-
gency room to get to the
game on time,” he said.

Blood did take his cus-
tomary seat on the Brewer
bench, and any further con-
cerns that evening may have
been alleviated by the
Witches’ 68-60 victory.

Blood credited assistant
coaches Nick Arthers, Phil
Pushard and Mark Savage
for their support that night
and throughout the winter.

“They were the biggest
blessings I had this year.
They were fantastic,” he
said. “The support I got from
them for my physical well-
being was tremendous —
and I did need help because
this season was hard. There

were games when I physi-
cally had to sit down.”

Blood said he benefitted
from being able to sleep in
on Wednesdays during bas-
ketball season, per doctor’s
orders.

“If you think of a basket-
ball coach with a Tuesday
night game, that allowed me
to make up school work and
also basketball plans instead
of getting home and then
having to get right up
again,” Blood said.

Blood says he feels good
these days.

“I’ve been walking, and
the stents are working,” he
said.

He will miss the relation-
ships he’s made through
basketball as well as with
the students he has nur-
tured in his classroom.

“You teach people,” he
said. “It isn’t just the subject
matter you teach, and I’ve
always felt that way with
coaching, too. You teach
people and you work with
people. That’s the big thing
for me.”

Blood
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Husson baseball team sweeps UMF
FARMINGTON — Four

pitchers combined on a five-
hitter and the winning run
scored on an error in the fifth
inning as Husson University
of Bangor nipped the Univer-
sity of Maine-Farmington 3-2
to complete a sweep of
Wednesday’s doubleheader.

Husson won the opener 3-1
behind Robert Graff’s one-hit-
ter.

In the night-
cap, Alex Chap-
man singled
and eventually scored on a
two-out infield error to break
a 2-2 tie in the fifth.

Husson’s Ryan Rebar dou-
bled home two runs in the
fourth but the Beavers tied it
in the bottom of the fourth on
Jordan Croteau’s two-out,
RBI single.

Rebar also singled and
Mike Wong doubled for Hus-
son (13-1, 8-2 North Atlantic
Conference).

Austin Smith, Steven
Hanscom, Ben Holmes and
Ben Walls teamed up on the
five-hitter.

Nick Attaliades-Ryan had
two singles for UMF (8-10, 1-7
NAC). Jimmy Neal pitched
six innings of five-hit, three-
run ball.

In the opener, Graff struck

out six and walked two while
allowing just a one-out single
to Tom Grady in the sixth
inning.

J.T. Whitten’s leadoff
homer in the fourth broke a
scoreless tie and Christian
Corneil added an RBI single
in the inning.

Whitten added a single and
Corneil had a sacrifice fly,
while Zach Sugar singled
twice.

Mark Leahy tossed six in-
nings of eight-hit, three-run
ball for the Beavers.

USM 10, Colby 7
At Waterville, Sam Dex-

ter laced a three-run triple
to break a 7-7 tie in the 11th
inning and spark the Uni-
versity of Southern Maine to
victory over a Colby team
for which his father Tom is
an assistant coach.

Paul McDonough drove in
three runs with three hits to
lead the Huskies (15-5), who
had overcome a 6-3 deficit.
Sam Strauble stroked four
hits and Kyle O’Connor
posted two, while Jake Dex-
ter hit an RBI triple.

Matt Mitchell, Andrew
Currier and Tommy Forese
each had two hits and an
RBI for Colby (5-14).

Softball
Thomas sweepsHusson

At O’Keefe Field in Bangor,
junior Sonja Morse threw two
complete games as Thomas
College of Waterville swept
Husson University 2-0 and 3-2.

In the nightcap, Morse
fired a seven-hitter, striking
out five and walking two, and
Molly Carroll highlighted a
three-run fourth inning with
a two-run double after Lindsy
Hoopingarner had singled
home the first run.

Husson scored twice in the
sixth behind Sami Cyr’s RBI
single and a run-producing
error but the Eagles stranded
the tying run at third.

Carroll had a single to go
with her double for Thomas
(7-12,2-0 North Atlantic Con-
ference).

Lexi Colpack and Hoopin-
garner had two singles each
and Courtney Veilleux dou-
bled.

Lyndsay Merrill doubled
and singled for Husson (5-17,
1-3 NAC) and Casey Lopes hit
two singles. Kristen Chipman
doubled.

In the opener, Morse threw
a three-hitter, striking out 10
and walking three. She scored
the winning run when she

walked, raced to third on Jor-
danna Agger’s single and
scored when Agger was
caught stealing second after a
rundown.

Pinch-hitter Michaella Ar-
senault singled home a sev-
enth-inning run.

Agger singled twice for
Thomas.

Merrill, Cyr and Brianna
Bires singled for Husson and
Alannah Healy tossed a four-
hit complete game with six
strikeouts and two walks.

Women’s Lacrosse
Husson 20, UMF6

At Waterville, Mattie Rus-
sell and Amanda Deshaies
connected for five goals each
to power the Eagles to a
North Atlantic Conference
win.

Cassidy Roderick scored
twice for Husson University
of Bangor (3-5, 2-2 NAC) and
Alissa Fallon notched a goal
and four assists. Denise
Lyakhovich (assist), Anna
Wolterbeek, Katelynne
Aiken, Samara Oliver, Abi-
gail Roberts, Mariah Carri-
er and Serian Williams con-
tributed a goal each.

Kaitlin Dolloff made five
saves.
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