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thinking about that moment
and kind of the difference to
what tonight meant.”

Wednesday night was the
culmination of what has been
a remarkable transformation
for Curry over the past two
years. When Mark Jackson
was dismissed as coach in
2014, the Warriors were cer-
tainly a talented team, and
Curry a bona fide all-star. But
if someone had said then that
Curry was going to win an
MVP and a championship in
the next calendar year, then
possibly duplicate that feat
this season, they’d have been
laughed out of just about any
room.

It’s not so funny now,
though. Curry has become a
one-man inferno, demolish-
ing records with an efficien-
cy the league has never seen
before. Wednesday night,
for example, he finished the
game 15 for 24 overall, in-
cluding 10 for 19 from three-
point range, to get those 46
points in 30 minutes.

By hitting those 10 three-
pointers, Curry also became
the first person in NBA his-
tory to eclipse 400 three-
pointers in a season, finish-
ing with 402. No other player
has ever made more than
276 — the number teammate
Klay Thompson hit this sea-
son.

“He just had one of the
most amazing seasons that
anybody has ever had in the
history of the league,” War-

riors Coach Steve Kerr said.
It was unquestionably the

single-greatest shooting sea-
son in league history. Not
only did Curry become the
first player to surpass both
300 and 400 three-pointers,
but he is the ninth player to
achieve the 50-40-90 club —
shooting at least 50 percent
from the field, 40 percent
from three-point range and
90 percent from the foul line
— and the first to make that
club while leading the
league in scoring, as well as
the first to do so while fin-
ishing with more than 30
points per game.

The accomplishments
keep piling up for Curry, al-
most as fast as the wins do
for Golden State. Just a few
short years ago, it was a
very different reality for the

NBA’s ascendant star, one
where his future as a player
in the league was in ques-
tion because of his ankles.

Now, Curry is on top of
the world. He’ll soon be the
two-time defending MVP,
and will very likely be a two-
time defending champion
not too long after that.

That’s why he spent those
final few minutes of Wednes-
day night’s game thinking
about his journey over the
past seven years. From pros-
pect to star to superstardom,
it’s been a remarkable trans-
formation for Stephen
Curry, one that’s turned
him into an icon and could
potentially turn the War-
riors into the next NBA dy-
nasty.

That would leave anyone
with plenty to think about.

“It’s hard for me to be-
lieve that it happened this
way. I’m still in shock about
it.”

Bryant, watched at a sell-

out Staples Center by several
of his former teammates in-
cluding Shaquille O’Neal,
Lamar Odom, Robert Horry,
Rick Fox and Derek Fisher,
was highly amused that his
longtime reputation of being
a ball-hog was now forgotten.

“My teammates were just
continuing to encourage me,
continuingtosay, ‘Dude,shoot,

shoot, shoot, shoot’,” Bryant
grinned. “It’s like reverse.

“Go from being the villain
to now being some type of a
hero. And go from every-
body saying, ‘Pass the ball!’
to saying, ‘Shoot the ball!’.”

Lakers coach Byron
Scott, who won three NBA
titles with the LA franchise
as a player and has seen

pretty much everything in
the league over the years,
was stunned by Bryant’s
ending to his career.

“It was incredible,” said
Scott. “I’ve never witnessed
anything like it. Kind of put
everybody on his back and
carried them, carried the
game and took it over. It’s
mind boggling.”

Guard fromEngland commits to
UMaine

Danny Evans, a 6-4 point guard from
Leeds, England, has signed to play bas-
ketball with the University of Maine
men’s basketball team this fall, head
coach Bob Walsh announced Thursday.

“Danny is a talented, versatile guard
with outstanding leadership qualities,
“ Walsh said in a news release. “He can
run a team and loves to set his team-
mates up, but he can also knock down
shots and make plays off the dribble.
He’s a tough kid who loves the culture
we’ve built here and is really excited
about being a Black Bear.”

Evans graduated from Allerton
High School before joining Phillips
Andover (Mass.) Academy for prep
school. He averaged 17.0 points, 6.1
rebounds, 4.6 assists and 1.2 steals a
game while at Andover.

“Mike is my idol. I always
looked up to Mike along
with Dana Graves,” said
Hopkins.

Maine Motorsports Hall of
Famer Graves won four track
championships at Unity
Raceway and three at Speed-
way 95 between 1958-89.

Hopkins drives the No. 15
car in honor of Graves.

He isn’t sure how many
races he will do this season
because he is busy with his
Hopkins Landscaping and
Paving Company and he
would like to spend as much
time as he can with wife,
Nicole and children, Max,
Sam and Gracie.

“I will probably do at least
three-quarters of the PASS
North races,” he said.

There will be 16 PASS
North points races in-
cluding two of the final
three PASS National
Championship races: the
43rd annual Oxford 250 on
Aug. 28 and the New Eng-
land 500 Weekend at
Beech Ridge Motor Speed-
way in Scarborough on
Sept. 18.

The final PASS National
Championship race will be
the 14th annual North-South

Shootout at Concord Speed-
way (North Carolina) on
Nov. 5.

His goal this year is to
win at least one race.

“I want to get the monkey
off my back,” said Hopkins.
“They say once you get the
first one, the others come
easy. I don’t think any of
them will come easy. The
guys who run in PASS North
are some of the best talent in
the country.”

“I want to bring this
team back to where we
once had it,” Julien said at
the press conference.
“There’s a lot of people
here, including players,
that have helped me be-
come the coach that I am.

“And I don’t want to be
that guy that bails just be-
cause all of a sudden you
hit a bump in the road. I
want to be that guy that
perseveres.”

Julien admitted that it
would have been easier to
leave and start fresh with
another organization. But
there were too many emo-
tions tugging at him to let
him know Boston was still
the place to be.

“This organization has
been good to me and it’s
been loyal to me,” Julien
said. “I love this city. I love
our fans. You want to be
somewhere where people
are passionate about this
game.”

With Julien’s status
cleared up, the focus turns
to what the Bruins need to
do to return to playoff
form.

“I don’t think we need a
major overhaul. I believe
we need to continue to
forge depth in the organiza-
tion,” Sweeney said. “When
you go through these times
where you have injuries
and you have players that
are able to step in, you
have to have a plan that al-
lows players to develop at
the right time that they’re
supposed to rather than
force a player.”

Patriots looking at running backs in draft
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

FOXBOROUGH, Massa-
chusetts — A New England
Patriots team coming off five
straight trips to
the AFC title
game has al-
ready stamped itself as the
odds-on favorite to reach
Houston next February for
Super Bowl LI thanks, at
least in part, to a productive,
active offseason with the NFL
Draft looming on April 28.

Head coach Bill Belich-
ick, personnel chief Nick Ca-
serio and the rest of the New
England talent acquisition
team has worked restricted
free agency, the trade mar-
ket and value veteran free
agency to add talent and
depth to a roster that really
didn’t have many holes.

Maybe the biggest deal of
the spring was shipping Pro-
Bowl defensive end Chan-

dler Jones — New England’s
leader with a career-high
12.5 sacks last fall — to the
Cardinals in exchange for
the 61st pick in this April’s
draft and disappointing for-
mer No. 7 overall guard se-
lection Jonathan Cooper.

The deal came about due
to the fact that Jones was
heading into the final year
of his rookie contract with a
cap figure near $8 million
and with the likelihood the
team could not sign him to a
long-term deal as it also
works to extend the other
young stars on a budding
defense including lineback-
ers Jamie Collins and Dont’a
Hightower as well as No. 1
cornerback Malcolm Butler.

Jones was the odd man
out and the trade brought
back a high pick for team
that already lost its first-
round selection in the De-
flategate punishment while

adding a veteran guard to
the mix of young interior
linemen. If Cooper can stay
healthy and reach his poten-
tial, the trade could be a
steal. Even if
that’s not
the case,
New Eng-
land got
someth ing
for a guy
with a very
u n c e r t a i n
future in
Foxborough.

The other big trade saw
the Patriots ship a fourth-
round draft pick to the Bears
for talented tight end Mar-
tellus Bennett, a guy who
caught 90 passes as recently
as 2013. Bennett has his is-
sues and a unique personal-
ity, but he has hauled in 50
passes in each of the last
four seasons and is the best
weapon New England has

paired up at the tight end
position with Rob
Gronkowski. He certainly is
a weapon for quarterback
Tom Brady to add to
Gronkowski, wide receiver
Julian Edelman, running
back Dion Lewis and others.

In free agency, New Eng-
land has added depth and
rotational players, led by
the restricted free-agent
deal with former Bills re-
ceiver Chris Hogan. The
versatile young player could
play inside or out in New
England and adds depth and
potential. Veteran Nate
Washington is a low-risk
signing at the position as
well, coming from a Houston
scheme under former Patri-
ots offensive coordinator
Bill O’Brien that should
make the transition to New
England a swift one for a
guy who has caught 40 or
more passes in each of the

last eight seasons.
Defensively, the depth ad-

ditions include defensive
end Chris Long, defensive
tackle Terrance Knighton,
linebacker Shea McClellin
and cornerback E.J. Big-
gers. None is guaranteed a
starting spot or will be
counted on to play at a high
level. But each offers start-
ing experience and at the
very least rotational upside
and versatility.

Even with all that in the
books, Belichick heads into
the draft with 11 selections,
although seven of them are
in the sixth or seventh
round. The only positions of
seeming real need heading
into draft weekend are cor-
nerback and running back.
Each spot should be a con-
sideration with New Eng-
land’s top picks, the 60th and
61st overall selections. The
rest could be used on depth

at spots like tackle, line-
backer, wide receiver and
maybe even a developmen-
tal quarterback.

Really, though, after a
productive spring the next
logical step in New Eng-
land’s offseason plan will be
to try to reach contract ex-
tensions with the likes of
Collins, Hightower and But-
ler to establish stability
heading into the new sea-
son.

The bottom line is that a
team looking to reach what
would be a record sixth
straight conference title
game is seemingly well suit-
ed to do just that, more tal-
ented than it was last it took
the field.

And that is a scary
thought for the rest of the
NFL. In a quiet, economical
way, the rich have seeming-
ly gotten richer in Foxbor-
ough this spring.

Belichick

NFL

Rams going all in
for a quarterback
BY SAM FARMER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Nineteen years ago, the
newly minted St. Louis
Rams made a stunning
move, trading up five spots
— and leapfrogging the Oak-
land Raiders — to grab the
No. 1 pick in the draft and
select tackle Orlando Pace, a
future Hall of Famer.

The Los Angeles Rams
can only hope things go as
well this time.

One day after the sports
world was focused on Kobe
Bryant’s farewell and the
record-setting Golden State
Warriors, the Rams re-
claimed the spotlight with a
dramatic move. They made
a trade with the Tennessee
Titans for the No. 1 pick in
this month’s NFL draft,
moving up 14 spots from the
15th pick. No team has ever
traded up to the top slot
from so far back

The Rams are definitely
taking a quarterback, and
they’re leaning toward
North Dakota State’s Carson
Wentz, but Cal’s Jared Goff
is heavily in the mix, too.
Making this move two
weeks before the draft gives
the Rams time to turn over
every stone on both players.

Not surprisingly, the
Rams gave up a lot — their
picks in the first, second
(two selections) and third
rounds this year, and their
first- and third-rounders
next year. In exchange, they
got the No. 1 pick as well as
Tennessee’s selections in
the fourth and sixth rounds
this year.

The last time an L.A. team
had the No. 1 overall pick
was 1963, when the Rams
selected Oregon State quar-

terback Terry Baker.
With the NFL releasing

its 2015 schedule Thursday
night, and that slate likely to
prominently feature the
Rams in multiple prime-
time games, it’s quite a
bonus to stroll back into the
nation’s second-largest mar-
ket with the top pick.

Of course, pure publicity
wasn’t the Rams’ motive
here. They need a quarter-
back. Neither Case Keenum
nor Nick Foles is the an-
swer. Cleveland is eying a
quarterback at No. 2, and
Dallas (No. 4) and San Fran-
cisco (No. 7) are strongly
considering that option too.
Philadelphia is shopping for
one as well. The Rams had to
do something dramatic.

Los Angeles had ammuni-
tion to move up, with an
extra second-round pick this
year and a likely compensa-
tory third-rounder next year
after losing cornerback Ja-
noris Jenkins in free agency
to the New York Giants.

The Rams have the NFL’s
youngest team, and in the
last two drafts selected back-
to-back rookies of the year:
defensive tackle Aaron Don-
ald (defensive) and running
back Todd Gurley (offen-
sive).

In the pass-happy NFL,
getting a coveted quarter-
back requires being bold.
The Houston Texans, for in-
stance, lured the lightly ex-
perienced Brock Osweiler
away from Denver by offer-
ing him $18 million per year.

Now the Rams have
pushed their chips to the
middle of the table. They be-
lieve that they have a tal-
ented young team. They just
need someone to throw the
ball.
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Boston Bruins head coach Claude Julien looks on during
the third period of the Florida Panthers’ 4-1 win over the
Boston Bruins at TD Garden in March.
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Penobscot Valley’s Samantha Ireland (left) goes up for two past Fort Fairfield
during their Class C North girls semifinal basketball game on Feb. 19 at the
Cross Insurance Center in Bangor.

Los Angeles
Lakers for-
ward Kobe
Bryant speaks
to the crowd
after a 101-96
victory over
the Utah Jazz
at Staples
Center on
Wednesday
night.


