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Woods,Merritt sparkHodgdonpastWarriors
DYER BROOK — Blake Woods

singled three times and scored a
run to pace Hodgdon to a 9-3 high
school softball
victory over
Southern Aroos-
took on Friday.

Jordyn Merritt
reached base four
times and scored three runs for
the Hawks.

For Southern Aroostook, Nate
Lilley had a single and a double,
was hit by a pitch and scored a
run. Corey Rockwell added two
hits.

Schenck 7, Katahdin 2
At East Millinocket, Ryan Jur-

giewich gave up one hit and re-
corded 20 of 21 outs via strike-
outs to lead the Wolverines to
victory.

Jurgiewich, who walked
one,singled once and drew three
walks to aid his cause. Riley Di-
onne added a double and single
with two RBIs for Schenck. Shel-
don Crawford recorded two singles
and Kyle Swartz had a two-run
double.

Tyson Porter hit a double for
Katahdin of Stacyville’s lone hit.

Cooper, Hartt (4), Guiggey (5),
Porter (6), and Guiggey, Reinhardt
(5); Jurgiewich and Dionne

Bangor Christian 8, Stearns 3
At Bangor, the Patriots used

timely hitting and aggressive bas-
erunning to defeat the Minutemen
for their second win.

Bangor Christian got three of its
five hits during a five-run fourth
inning. Dean Grass pitched the
first four innings to pick up the
win.

Zachary Bouchard had three
hits and two RBIs to lead Stearns
of East Millinocket (1-1).

Stearns 001 010 1 — 3 6 4
BC 001 520 x — 8 5 3

OxfordHills 8, Brewer 2
At South Paris, the Oxford Hills

Vikings took advantage of four
Brewer errors to down the Witch-
es.

Oxford Hills southpaw Blake
Slicer went the distance and
pitched a four-hitter with three
strikeouts and two walks. One of
his runs was unearned.

The Vikings offense was paced
by Brayden Bean, who had two
hits and 3 RBIs.

Brewer was led by Matt Push-
ard and Jon Wheaton, who each
hit a single with an RBI. Jack
Corey gave up eight hits and seven
unearned runs in taking the loss.

Brewer 011 000 0 — 2 4 4
Ox. Hills 000 251 x — 8 10 1
Corey, Hafford (6) and Max-

simic; B. Slicer and Smith

Mattanawcook 13, Lee 8
At Linscott Field in Lee, Mat-

tanawcook scored five runs with
two outs in the top of the seventh
to break a 8-8 tie and held on to
win. The 2-0 Lynx’ Corbett Arnold
threw four innings of scoreless re-
lief.

Brady Pepin had two singles
and two RBIs to lead the offense
while Max Woodman added a
pinch hit two-run single.

For the Pandas (0-1), Matty
Knowles singled three times, Jalen
Phelps added a two-run single and
Devin McQuarrie chipped in a sin-
gle and two RBIs.

MA 202 130 5 — 13 8 1
LA 044 000 0 — 8 10 9
Clements, Arnold (4) and Hans-

com; Gilman, Chu (6) and Knowles

Searsport 10, DI-Ston. 0
At Searsport, Kyle Moore and

Charlie Spiegel combined to pitch
a no-hitter as the Searsport Vi-
kings sailed to a five-inning victo-
ry over Deer Isle-Stonington.

Troy Reynolds paced the of-
fense with three hits and four
RBIs while Mitchell Philbrook
added two doubles, a single and
one RBI. Moore and Spiegel each
contributed two hits to aid their
own cause.

DI-Ston. 000 00 — 0 0 2
Searsport 513 01 — 10 13 3
Melanio, Bates (3) and Shepard;

Moore, Spiegel (4) and Grant

Oceanside 11, Belfast 1
At Thomaston, Nick Mazurek

tossed a three-hitter while striking
out nine batters to lead Oceanside
to its home-opening win.

Michael Norton and Coby Dorr
singled and had RBI doubles for
the 2-0 Mariners, who capitalized
on seven hits, 13 walks and three
hit batters. Jake Bartlett also
added an RBI double.

Zach Dyar had two hits and
scored the lone run for 1-1 Belfast.

Oceanside left 11 runners on
base while Belfast left six on base.

Belfast 000 100 — 1 3 2
Oceanside 113 303 — 11 7 2
Gordley-Smith, Dyer (3), Per-

kins (6), Spectre (6) and Dinsmore,
Roberts (6); Mazurek and Sprague

Softball
So. Aroostook 13, Hodgdon 8

At Hodgdon, pitcher Kylie Vin-
ing led the Warriors past the
Hawks. Vining helped her own
cause with three singles.

Katelyn Slauenwhite added a
single, a double and a triple while
Kassidy Mathers chipped in with
two singles and a double for South-
ern Aroostook of Dyer Brook (1-0).

Grace Graham led Hodgdon (1-1)
with two singles and a double.

Stearns 17, Bangor Christian 0
At Bangor, Jessicca Girsa pitched

a complete game while striking out
four batters to propel Stearns to the
shutout. Girsa led the offense with
two doubles, a single and five RBIs.

Maddy Morrison added two hits
with three RBIs for the 2-0 Minute-
men of Millinocket, while Abby
Russell chipped in two hits and
two RBIs.

The Patriots (0-2) were led by
Syd Frost with two singles.

Stearns 071 63 — 17 12 0
BC 000 00 — 0 5 2

Bangor 9, Lewiston 1
At Lewiston, Kathryn Sund

pitched a five-hitter to lead Bangor
to the win over the Blue Devils.

Shortstop Tyler Payne shut
down a Lewiston rally in the
fourth inning when she dove for a
ball up the middle and threw out
the baserunner from her backside.
Emily Gilmore paced the 2-0 Rams
with a triple and two singles while
Payne had three RBIs.

Kallie May and Meagan Gosse-
lin each doubled for 1-1 Lewiston.

Bangor 004 000 5 — 9 12 0
Lewiston 000 001 1 — 2 5 2
Sund and Wood; May, Theriault

(4) and Gosselin

Edward Little 6, Hampden 0
At Hampden, pitcher Sarah

Hammond struck out 10 batters as
Edward Little shut out the Bron-
cos.

Jayden Reynado tripled to lead
the offense while Taylor Depot
singled three times, Emmy Lashua
had two singles and Grace Berdet
singled once for the 2-0 Eddies.

Abby Lord, Brooklynn Scott and
Julia Sicard each singled for 1-1
Hampden.

Hammond and Lashua; Hatch
and Dysart

Winslow 14, Nokomis 0
At Newport, Hillary Libby re-

corded 10 strikeouts over five in-
nings to propel Winslow to the
win over Nokomis. Libby had two
doubles and an RBI to pace the of-
fense.

Paige Veilleux doubled, drove
in a run and scored two. Kiana
Richards added two singles, two
RBIs and scored two runs for the
Raiders.

Winslow improved to 2-0 while
the Warriors are even at 1-1.

Winslow 501 71 — 14 11 0
Nokomis 000 00 — 0 7 0
Libby and Richards; Dunivan

and Crockett

Dexter 7, Central 5
At Corinth on Thursday, Megan

Peach and Katie Hall rapped two
singles each to lead the Tigers to
victory.

Kolby Kain earned the win in
the circle.

Emma Campbell hit a triple and
a double for Central, which re-
ceived three singles each from los-
ing pitcher Tiffany Smith, Sidney
Potvin and Logan Reason.

Oceanside 12, Belfast 0
At Thomaston, Chloe Jones

pitched a no-hitter and had nine
strikeouts to propel Oceanside to
the win.

Casey Pine paced the offense
with a double, two singles and four
RBIs for the Mariners (2-0). Kalyn
Grover added two singles and an
RBI while Ari Curtis and Jimmy
Roman each had two singles. Abby
Veilleux posted a double and an
RBI.

Gia Davila pitched five innings
and had five strikeouts for Belfast
(1-1).

Davila and Sturgis; Jones and
Curtis

Stewart set for returnafter injury
BY DAVID SCOTT
THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER

Tony Stewart, who has
missed the first eight races of
the NAS-
CAR season
with a bro-
ken back, will return to rac-
ing this weekend at Rich-
mond (Va.) International
Raceway.

Stewart-Haas Racing an-
nounced Thursday morning
in a news release that Stew-
art, who was injured in a
dune-buggy accident in Jan-
uary in California, had been
cleared by doctors to drive.

“As soon as the doctors
said they were happy with
my scans, I wasn’t going to
wait any longer to get back in
my race car,” said Stewart,
who will retire as a Cup
racer at the end of the sea-
son. “I want to make the

most of my last season in
Sprint Cup, and I’ve been on
the sidelines long enough.”

NASCAR immediately
granted Stewart a medical
waiver, making him eligible
to qualify for the Chase.

“NASCAR received the ap-
propriate medical clearance
documentation allowing
Tony Stewart to resume nor-
mal racing activities,” Steve
O’Donnell, NASCAR’s execu-
tive vice president and chief
racing development officer.
“We also have granted the
request from Stewart-Haas
Racing for a waiver for Tony
to be eligible to qualify for
the Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup. As he begins his
final season, we wish Tony
the best of luck.”

Stewart, a three-time Cup
champion, will participate in
a tire test next week at India-
napolis Motor Speedway. He

will start his No. 14 Chevy at
Talladega (Ala.) Superspeed-
way on March 31, but turn the
car over to Ty Dillon for the
remainder of the race (Dillon
has split time with Brian
Vickers as a substitute for
Stewart). Stewart will return
to full-time racing the follow-
ing week at Kansas Speedway.

“We’re taking a strategic
approach to my return,”
Stewart said. “Richmond is a
track where I feel very com-
fortable and because it’s a
short track, the speeds are
substantially less. The Good-
year test in Indy is sort of a
controlled environment, al-
lowing me to get more accli-
mated with my car at higher
speeds.

“We’ll start the Talladega
race to get the points, but
understanding the style of
racing and the higher poten-
tial of getting involved in an

incident, we thought it was
best to minimize the amount
of time I’m in the car. I’ll re-
turn full time at Kansas and
enjoy every moment I can in
my final year of Sprint Cup.”

Stewart said earlier this
week he expected to be grant-
ed a medical waiver from
NASCAR to make him eligi-
ble to compete for the post-
season Chase, as long as he
wins a race and finishes in
the top 30 of the points stand-
ings. Rules stipulate a driver
must start all 26 races to be
eligible for the Chase.

In 2015, Kyle Busch was
granted an injury waiver
after missing the first 11
races with a broken leg and
foot suffered at Daytona
(Fla.) International Speed-
way. Busch went on to quali-
fy for the Chase and eventu-
ally won the Cup champion-
ship.

AMBER SEARLS | USA TODAY

Baseball
MAINE vs. HARTFORD

Time, site: noon Saturday (2), noon Sunday, Fiondella Field, West Hartford,
Connecticut

Records: Maine 11-23 (2-6 America East), Hartford 22-12 (5-7)
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 88-34, Hartford 11-2 on 5/22/15
Key players: Maine — 3B Danny Casals (.320, 3 home runs, 13 runs batted

in, 10 stolen bases), DH Brett Chappell (.272-3-16), RF Tyler Schwanz (.266-3-
14), C Kevin Stypulkowski (.265-2-15), SS Jeremy Pena (.252-1-9); Hartford —
1B David MacKinnon (.361-2-22), DH Erik Ostberg (.352-1-24), 2B Aaron Wilson
(.333-2-9, 10 SB), SS Ben Bengston (.276-3-25)

Pitching matchups: Maine — RH Logan Fullmer (2-1, 1.60 earned run aver-
age, 47 strikeouts), RH John Arel (0-6, 4.14, 46 K), RH Chris Murphy (0-2, 7.25,
29 K); Hartford — RH Kyle Gauthier (3-2, 3.80, 25 K), RH Brian Murphy (3-2,
3.54, 25 K), RH Sam McKay (2-2, 3.33, 13 K)

Game notes: The Black Bears have won six of their last seven, albeit two
against Division III in-state opponents. UMaine took two of three from UMBC last
weekend, but remains in last place in the league standings. The Black Bears have
shown better consistency at the plate of late, but still have only a .248 team bat-
ting mark. The Hawks have dropped five of their last seven games, including
being swept last weekend at Binghamton. Fourth-place Hartford has posted a
solid 4.26 team ERA and also is hitting .283, averaging six runs per game. Murphy,
a redshirt freshman, gets another start as sophomore Justin Courtney will come
out of the bullpen on Sunday. The right-hander from Bangor experienced some
shoulder tightness last week and was held out.

Softball
MAINE vs. ALBANY

Time, site: Saturday, 1 p.m. (2), Sunday, noon; Albany, New York
Records: Maine 18-15 (6-2 America East); Albany 27-11 (7-0)
Last meeting: Maine 10-7 on 5/8/15
Key players: Maine — C Janelle Bouchard (.398-2 homers-26 runs batted

in), LF-C Rachel Harvey (371-2-13), 3B Maddie Decker (.345-2-16), CF Rachel
Carlson (.333-0-13), 3B-OF Alyssa Derrick (.311-7-30), RF Erika Leonard (.301-
0-10, 16 stolen bases), SS Felicia Lennon (.290-2-19); Albany — DP Elizabeth
Snow (.456-8-37), RF Donna Conrad (.390-3-25), SS Maggie Cocks (.369-4-37),
3b McKenzie Bump (.357-3-18), 1B Mackenzie Cleary (.344-3-19), C Chelsea
Henige (.312-4-27), LF Sarah Petzold (.250-2-14)

Pitching matchups: Maine — LH Erin Bogdanovich (5-4, 3.84 earned run
average), RH Molly Flowers (8-8, 2.95, 100 strikeouts in 73 ª innings). RH Annie
Kennedy (5-3, 2.62); Albany — RH Celeste Verdolivo (13-4, 3.53), RH Devin
Durando (13-5, 3.82)

Game notes: The Black Bears could significantly improve their chances to earn
the top seed for the America East tournament by winning the series. They took
two of three from defending champ Binghamton and split with Stony Brook, who
are contenders along with Albany. Albany has three-game series left with Bing-
hamton and Stony Brook. The Great Danes have won seven of the last 10 meet-
ings but the teams split four games last year. Cocks has a six-game hitting streak
against Maine (10-for-21, .476). Leonard went 8-for-14 (.571) with five RBIs and
five runs scored against the Great Danes last season. The Great Danes are hitting
.329 and have averaged 6.4 runs per game. Bogdanovich is 4-0 with an 0.77 ERA
in her last four starts. Snow is the conference’s leading hitter.

UMaine capsules
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single to center and Jordyn
Reynolds walked before Jen-
sen punched the first pitch
she saw inside the right-
field line for an opposite-
field, two-run single.

“I like to hit the first
pitch,” said Jensen. “And
we’ve been practicing a lot
on pushing the ball down
the right field line.”

Edward Little added an
unearned run in the third on
Maddie Thistlewaite’s base
hit and stolen base, a passed
ball and a fielder’s choice by

Olivia Lare.
They added three more in

the fifth on Depot’s single,
Reynolds’ scorching RBI tri-
ple to right-center, Jensen’s
long triple, also to right-cen-
ter, and a wild pitch.

“I usually pull everything
so that was a real good hit
for me. I hit it in the right
place,” said Reynolds.

Depot had two singles and
scored twice to complement
Jensen.

Abby Lord had two singles
for Hampden Academy (1-1),
and Scott and Julia Sicard
also singled. Hatch pitched
well in defeat as she threw an
eight-hitter with three strike-
outs and two walks.

The three-time United
States Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation All-American led
both USCAA Division I and
II in rebounding during his
senior campaign, averaging
15.8 boards per game. Rogers
broke the record for re-
bounds in a season (441)
while averaging 21.2 points
per game.

“UMA has been a driving
force in my life the last three
years,” Rogers said in a news
release. “Having the oppor-
tunity to play overseas has
been a dream since I was a
kid, and having the support
of my family, friends and
coaches have made this pos-
sible.”

The 6-foot-6 Rogers was
the 2015-2016 Yankee Small
College conference Player of

the Year and was also a
USCAA First-Team All
American. He will graduate
from UMA next month with
a bachelor’s degree in Liber-
al Studies and a minor in
Secondary Education.

MountViewsenior commits
Jennie Nadeau, a senior at

Mount View High School in
Thorndike, has made a ver-
bal commitment to play bas-
ketball at Division II Hard-
ing University in Searcy,
Arkansas.

Nadeau was a Kennebec
Valley Athletic Conference
second-team selection last
season after averaging 13.3
points and 5.5 rebounds. She
served as a tri-captain for
coach Tony Staffiere and
earned the team MVP award.

Nadeau will attend Hard-
ing as a preferred walk-on
after committing to coach
Tom Kirby’s program during
a recent tryout and official
visit on April 7. The Bison

play in the Great American
Conference.

Black earnsByers scholarship
Tufts University senior

Mitchell Black, a three-time
national champion in the 800
meters who wants to be an
astronaut, is one of two stu-
dent-athletes in the country
to be awarded the NCAA’s
2016 Walter Byers Postgradu-
ate Scholarship.

He is the first recipient
ever selected from the New
England Small College Ath-
letic Conference.

Established in 1988 to
honor the former NCAA ex-
ecutive director, the pro-
gram awards a $24,000 schol-
arship each year to one male
and one female scholar-ath-
lete selected from a pool of
applicants from NCAA Divi-
sion I, II and III schools. The
grant, which can be renewed
for a second year, recognizes
outstanding academic
achievement and the poten-

tial for success in postgradu-
ate study. The University of
Tulsa’s Katherine Riojas, a
soccer player, is this year’s
other recipient.

Black, an Academic All-
American in 2015, is pursuing
a double major in mechanical
engineering and astrophysics
at Tufts and plans to earn a
doctorate in aerospace engi-
neering at Georgia Tech or the
UniversityofMichigan.Hehas
a 3.72 grade point average and
received Tufts’ C.P. Ciaffone
and L.W. Pote Scholarship for
excellence in engineering.

Black is a nine-time All-
American for the Jumbos
who won the NCAA indoor
800 meters championship in
2015 and 2016, as well as the
NCAA outdoor 800 title in
2015. He has been a key mem-
ber of three straight NES-
CAC championship teams at
Tufts, and will join his team-
mates in the pursuit of a
fourth conference title on
April 30.

Barker said Needham has
all the qualities needed to be a
productive hockey player.

“He has stick skills, a good
shot, good on-ice vision and
he’s intelligent. He has a
knack for the net,” said Bark-
er, who also considers Need-
ham an exemplary leader. He
takes ownership of the team
and has been instrumental in
the program’s turnaround.

The 5-foot-10, 170-pound
Needham had 18 goals and 10
assists for the Spartans two
years ago and will play for
them again next season before
spending a year playing Ju-
nior hockey, probably in the
United States Hockey League.

LawrenceAcademyplays in
theIndependentSchoolLeague
and the New England Prepara-
tory School Athletic Council.

Needham’s participation at
UMaine is dependent upon
him being accepted by the
school and meeting NCAA eli-
gibility requirements.

Sprint Cup
Series driver
Tony Stewart
climbs into his

car before
practice for
the Toyota

Owners 400
at Richmond
International
Raceway on

Friday.

NASCAR

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP

Hall
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Maine before becoming the
head coach. He is now the
assistant swimming and

diving coach at Husson Uni-
versity in Bangor.

MacDonald and his late
wife Shirley (Averill) had
two daughters, Sarah and
Katy (MacDonald) Godley,
both of whom will be in at-
tendance on Sunday.


