
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Brian Stuard birdied the
second playoff hole to win the
rain-delayed Zurich Classic
of New Orleans on Monday,
marking the first career PGA
Tour victory for the 33-year-
old.

The tournament was de-
layed several times by rain,
and ultimately shortened to
54 holes of regulation. But
that proved not to be enough
to crown a champion after
Jamie Lovemark left a 12-
foot birdie putt just short on
his final hole. That created a
three-way playoff between
Lovemark, Stuard and Ben
An, who each finished at 15-
under.

An chunked a chip shot on
the first playoff hole and was
eliminated with a bogey.
Lovemark had a second op-
portunity to win the tourna-
ment with a birdie putt, but it
slid right of the hole.

He again appeared in
control, taking advantage
of his significant distance
advantage over Stuard to
set up a 3-wood into the
par-5 18th hole. However,
Lovemark pulled the ball
left and long, leaving him-
self an awkward chip shot.
Meanwhile, Stuard laid up
and knocked his approach
shot to four feet.

Lovemark’s chip fell short
of the green and he got up and
down for par. That left a short
putt for Stuard for the victo-
ry. In 56 holes played during

the tournament, Stuard did
not card a single bogey.

“I didn’t start out great
today, or yesterday morning,
and I just hung in there,” said
Stuard. “My short game was
awesome this week, and my
putter was great.

With the victory, Stuard
earns a spot in next year’s
Tournament of Champions,
an invitation to The Masters
in 2017 and a tour-year ex-
emption on the PGA Tour.
It’s a big jump for a player
who entered the season with
conditional status playing
out of the 125-150 category on
the money list.

“That makes this year and
next year … easy, I guess. I
don’t know… I don’t know
what to say,” said Stuard,
who shot a 3-under round of
69 in the third round at the
TPC Louisiana in Avondale,
La.

Conversely, it was a bitter
disappointment for the
28-year-old Lovemark, the
former NCAA champion who
is still seeking his first career
PGA Tour victory. He closed
with a 4-under 68 in the third
round, but missed multiple
opportunities to seal the vic-
tory.

Bobby Wyatt (14-under)
finished solo fourth, while
Chris Kirk, Jason Day and
Jhonattan Vegas, who was
grouped with Stuard and
Lovemark and was in conten-
tion until the final hole of
regulation, shared fifth place
at 13-under.
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Athletic Association champi-
onships, which UMaine did in
2013 and in 2011.

“Everybody wants to eat,
but few are willing to hunt,”
Harasymiak continued, stress-
ing that UMaine has Division I
scholarship football players
who are skilled, but must per-
fect their craft through prac-
tice and repetition.

Being determined is a criti-
cal aspect of being a hunter,
because identifying and find-
ing prey often requires persis-
tence through the process.

“When you go out hunting,
you might not get your kill in
the first half-hour or an hour.
You could be sitting there for
hours at a time,” Harasymiak
said.

He equated that dynamic to
fighting hard on the field, de-
spite facing a deficit in the
third or fourth quarter.

The concept of “hunters” is

designed to give the Black
Bears a mantra around which
to begin this new era in the
program. It is the same kind of
attitude that has enabled the
UMaine defense to use its
“Black Hole” nickname as a
constant source of pride and
motivation.

“We’ve got to take owner-
ship of our culture and iden-
tity,” Harasymiak said. “I
think to move forward
you’ve got to know who you
are and what you’re all
about.”

Building that identity is
likely to come with some chal-
lenges for the Black Bears.
Harasymiak wants to make
sure his players recognize
that and not let obstacles keep
them from reaching their
eventual goals.

“The guys have to under-
stand that failure’s going to
happen. It’s not going to hap-
pen right away,” Harasymiak
said of success. “I tell the guys,
you’ve just got to trust it, em-
brace the grind. We’ve just got
to keep battling.”

after a four-year stint training
and developing players across
the world with stops in Viet-
nam, China, Israel and Pales-
tine. She was a 2002 third-
round draft pick of the WN-
BA’s Charlotte Sting after
playing college ball at Cal
State-Northridge and Oregon.

“I’m grateful for the promo-
tion and Coach Barron’s confi-
dence in me after one season
here with the women’s basket-
ball program,” Curry said. “I
look forward to our continued

growth and
champion-
ship cul-
ture.”

B a r r o n
also an-
nounced that
sportsperfor-
mance coach
Mallory Be-
nard will return after working
in the newly created position
for a year.

“Having our own sport per-
formance coach has made a
tremendous difference in our
team and our culture,” Bar-
ron said.
Hussoncoachsteppingdown

Husson University on

Monday announced that
head volleyball coach Jodie
Fairbank has resigned the
position effective May 13.

Fairbank coached the Ea-
gles to a 20-41 record over three
seasons, including a 9-21 mark
in 2015 as a member of the
North Atlantic Conference.

“I will always be grateful to
Husson University for teach-
ing me so much about volley-
ball and life,” Fairbank said
in a news release. “I regret
leaving this position but look
forward to what the future
may hold. I wish the Eagles
ever success.”

Fairbank was a three-year
letterwinner as a setter at the

University of Southern Maine
from 1996-98 before transfer-
ring to Elizabeth City State
University for the 1999 season.

She served with the Unit-
ed States Army in 2005, win-
ning multiple medals in
Commendation, Achieve-
ment, and Good Conduct.
Fairbank also coached and
was a team member of two
Army league teams.

“We are sad that Jodie has
submitted her resignation as
head volleyball coach at Hus-
son University,” said Eagles
athletic director Frank Per-
golizzi. “She has worked hard
to build our program over the
past three seasons.”

Coach
Continued from Page B5

Women
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Believe it! Leicester City wins the Premier League
BY STEVEN GOFF
WASHINGTON POST

The U.S. Olympic hockey
team had no hope of defeat-
ing the Soviet Union. Villa-
nova could not possibly stop
Georgetown. Buster Douglas
was, at best, a 42-to-1 long-
shot against Mike Tyson.
Wrestler Rulon Gardner
would not last an Olympic
round against Aleksandr
Karelin, who hadn’t lost in 13
years. Unseeded Italian Ro-
berta Vinci couldn’t stop Ser-
ena Williams’s ride to a cal-
endar-year Grand Slam.

Upsets have captured the
sporting public for genera-
tions, but most have been
one-off shockers, lightning-
in-a-bottle moments that
paralyze us because of their
suddenness.

On Monday, Leicester

City — an English soccer
club in the same league but
historically deep in the
shadows of the likes of
wealthy Manchester United
and Arsenal — won the Pre-
mier League with a sus-
tained upset over nine glori-
ous months. The humble
Foxes won their first top-
flight championship in 132
seasons and became just the
sixth team to win the Pre-
mier League in the past 23
years.

They completed the re-
markable act without step-
ping on the field. After miss-
ing a chance to clinch the
title on their own volition
Sunday at Manchester Unit-
ed, they watched their clos-
est pursuer, north London’s
Tottenham Hotspur, relin-
quish a two-goal lead in the
second half and settle for a

2-2 draw against southwest
London’s Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge.

With two weekends left,
Leicester has an insurmount-
able seven-point lead, put-
ting to rest a race that began
late last summer with the
usual collection of deep-
pocketed contenders. Leices-
ter began the season facing
5,000-to-1 odds of finishing
atop the most popular sports
league on the planet. Lincoln
Chafee had a better chance of
winning the Democratic Par-
ty’s nomination.

Seven years ago, Leicester
was playing third-division
soccer. Last spring, the Foxes
were last in the 20-team cir-
cuit, endanger of relegation
to the second tier. But with a
group of largely overlooked
players, they have gone 22-3-
11, including 7-0-3 in the past

10 games when the pressure
was mounting.

Their lovable coach,
64-year-old Claudio Ranieri,
had flown home to Italy on
Sunday to have lunch with
his mother, who was cele-
brating her 96th birthday. He
reportedly had jetted back to
the east Midlands in time to
watch the Chelsea-Spurs
match. The players gathered
at forward Jamie Vardy’s
house.

Spurs blew a chance to
win at Chelsea for the first
time in 26 years and trim
Leicester’s lead to five points.

Tottenham went ahead of
the defending champions in
the 35th minute when Erik
Lamela provided a penetrat-
ing pass to Harry Kane, who
toed the offside line, collect-
ed the ball and touched
around advancing goalkeep-

er Asmir Begovic for his
league-leading 25th goal.

Nine minutes later, Chel-
sea’s sloppy play allowed
Spurs to take possession in
dangerous position. Chris-
tian Eriksen pushed a
through ball to Heung Min
Son for a near-post finish and
2-0 lead.

With the edition of Eden
Hazard, the Blues rushed to
life after intermission, intent
to end their London rivals’
championship hopes. They
halved the deficit in the 58th
minute when Gary Cahill
settled Willian’s corner kick
and finished from eight
yards.

A match that seemed in
hand grew tense and urgent.
Chelsea lost its momentum,
then regained it, narrowly
missing a chance to finish a
cross through the six-yard

box in the 75th minute. Spurs
substitute Ryan Mason
could’ve eased the pressure
in the 76th minute but Be-
gogic thwarted his low effort
from the top of the penalty
area. Then in the 83rd, Chel-
sea broke out of its own end.
Oscar escaped trouble in
midfield and supplied Diego
Costa at the top of the box.
Costa slipped the ball to his
left to Hazard, who curled a
one-timer to the far upper
corner.

Chelsea supporters were
in glee, chanting, “Les-ter!
Les-ter!”

Emotions spilled over on
the field, leading to several
ugly incidents.

When referee Mark Clat-
tenburg’s whistle sounded
for the final time, Leicester’s
impossible dream had come
true.

Rockport boxer scores victory in amateur bout
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Christian Fisk of Rockport,
a senior at Camden Hills Re-
gional High School, scored a
three-round split decision
over Elias Valdez during an
amateur boxing show in New-
ton, Massachusetts, on Satur-
day night.

Fisk, who trains at
Wyman’s Boxing Club in
Stockton Springs, used a

strong per-
f o r m a n c e
during the
final round
to pull out
the victory
as part of the
5th annual
Fight for Life
fundraising
event held at the American
Legion Post 440 hall in New-
ton.

“I’m positive that’s what

won it for him,” veteran
trainer Ken “Skeet” Wyman
said.

Fisk’s fight with Valdez
was contested in the 132-
pound novice division.

Fisk took the fight with
Valdez, a product of Old
School Boxing in Agawam,
Massachusetts, on short no-
tice after a scheduled fight on
a Lewiston card last month
fell through.

The two combatants split

the first two rounds on the
judges’ scorecards, but Fisk
did enough over the final two
minutes to earn the victory
and improve his amateur re-
cord to 4-1.

“It was a good stepping-
stone,” Wyman said, “a good
lesson for him.”

Fisk, who made his boxing
debut in early 2015, is expect-
ed to return to action in June
at a show being organized in
Lewiston.

Curry

Fisk

Husson, UMF to
meet in conference
baseball tournament

CASTLETON, Vermont
— Second-ranked Husson
University will battle No. 3
University of Maine-Farm-
ington in a first-round
matchup of the North Atlan-
tic Conference baseball tour-
ney at 12:30 p.m. Friday in
Castleton, Vermont, in play-
off matchups announced by
the conference Monday.

Tourney host Castleton
University claimed the top
seed and hosting rights for
the tourney. The Spartans
open the tourney at 9:30 a.m.
Friday against fourth-
ranked Thomas College of
Waterville.

Castleton finished with a
21-3 NAC record while Hus-
son and UMF both recorded
15-9 marks but Husson won
based on a predetermined

tie-breaking procedure.
Husson won the head-to-
head series between the two
squads with a 3-1 record.

Thomas finished with a
13-11 league mark.

The double-elimination
tourney continues Saturday
with the championship
round on Sunday.

Castleton’s softball team
also finished first in the
conference and will host
that tourney beginning at
10 a.m. Friday when the
Spartans (10-2) take on No.
4 Husson (7-5). No. 3 New
England College (8-4) plays
No. 2 Thomas (9-3) in the
next game at noon with the
double-elimination tour-
ney continuing through
Saturday and an if-neces-
sary round on Sunday.

Stuard claims first
PGAwin in playoff

Red Sox’s Sandoval set
for shoulder surgery

Boston Red Sox third baseman
Pablo Sandoval will undergo left
shoulder surgery in the coming
days, the team announced Monday
night.

Sandoval’s operation will be per-
formed by Dr. James Andrews in
Pensacola, Fla. The team said it
will provide additional informa-
tion on the surgery following its
completion.

Sandoval, 29, was placed on the
disabled list with a left shoulder
strain on April 13 after going 0-for-6
and committing an error in his
first three games of the season.

The two-time All-Star and for-
mer World Series MVP is in his
second season with the Red Sox
after signing a five-year, $90 mil-
lion deal in November 2014.

Sandoval is a career .287 hitter
with 116 home runs and 509 RBIs
over 998 games.

Bangor native posts best
Web.comTour finish

Despite a final-round 76, Bangor
native Jesse Speirs posted his best
finish on the Web.com Tour as he
tied for 57th by shooting a 5-over
par 293 at the United Leasing and
Finance Championship at the Vic-
toria National Country Club in
Newburgh, Indiana, this weekend.

The 29-year-old Speirs, who is a
rookie on the tour, made the cut for
the second straight tournament
after missing it for the first five
tourneys.

He shot a two-over par 74 in the
first round before notching an
even-par 72 in the second round
and a one-under-par 71 in the third
round.

Speirs pocketed $1,566 and

moved from 165th to 147th on the
money list with total earnings of
$3,061.

Seamus Power became the first
Irishman to win a Web.com Tour
event by firing a 12-under-par 276.
He earned $108,000.

The next tour event will be the
Rex Hospital Open at the TPC
Wakefield Plantation layout in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina on May 12-15.

Orioles lose shortstop
to foot fracture

Baltimore shortstop J.J. Hardy
suffered a hairline fracture of his
left foot on Sunday and will miss
from six to eight weeks.

Hardy fouled a ball off his left foot
in the fourth inning against the Chi-
cago White Sox. He ended up coax-
ing a walk in that at-bat and actually
took the field in the fifth, but by the
sixth inning, he had been replaced
by Manny Machado.

Hardy, a two-time All-Star, was
hitting .244 with two home runs
and seven RBIs. Just as important
as his offensive output, his defense
will be missed. He is one of four
shortstops who has not made an
error this season.

The Orioles are expected to call
up infielder Ryan Flaherty, a for-
mer Deering High of Portland star,
from Triple-A Rochester to take his
spot on the roster.

MLB suspends Dodgers
pitcher for 80 games

Major League Baseball on Mon-
day suspended Los Angeles Dodg-
ers pitcher Josh Ravin for 80 games
after testing positive for Growth
Hormone Releasing Peptide 2.

Ravin is on the 40-man roster,
but has been on the disabled list
after breaking his arm in a car ac-
cident during spring training.

The suspension of Ravin is effec-

tive immediately.

Patriots decline fifth-year
option on Cooper

The New England Patriots have
decided not to pick up the fifth-year
option on guard Jonathan Cooper,
NFL.com reported Monday.

As a result, Cooper will become a
free agent after the 2016 season.

New England acquired Cooper in
a trade with the Arizona Cardinals
last month, giving the Patriots the
decision on whether to pick up the
option on Cooper, who was the No. 7
overall pick in the 2013 NFL Draft.

A broken leg prevented Cooper
from playing his rookie NFL sea-
son, and he made just 11 starts over
the past two seasons.

Also, the Patriots announced
they released defensive back
Rashaan Melvin and linebacker
James Vaughters.

Sports A.M.

— From Local and Wire Reports

Graham leads Shiretowners past Lynx
HOULTON — Kristen

Graham allowed just one hit
to lead the Houlton Shire-
towners to a 3-1 high school
softball victory over the
Mattanaw-
cook Acad-
emy Lynx
Monday.

Graham
struck out
six and walked four. Tyra
Gentle led the offense with
a double and a single while
Emma Peterson added a
hit.

For Mattanawcook
Academy, Holly McLaugh-
lin tossed a three-hitter.
Cheyanne Libby led off
the game with a single for
the lone hit and eventual-
ly scored.

MA 100 000 0 — 1 1 3
Houlton 000 030 0 — 3 3 2

Ashland 15, Fort Kent 3
At Ashland, Amber

Chasse singled and had a
two-run homer to power the
Hornets past Fort Kent.

Olivia Tardie added a
two-run double and single
for 3-0 Ashland. Cassidy Pel-
letier had a double.

For Fort Kent (0-3), Sadie
Desjardins had two singles
and two RBIs while Alisha
Guimond chipped in a single.

Ashland 103 92 — 15 10 1
Fort Kent 030 0 0 — 3 3 2
Sturgeon, Pelletier (3) and

Paradis; Thibodeau and
Guimond

Baseball
Fort Kent 22, Ashland 4
At Ashland, Brandon Theri-

ault led Fort Kent with a triple
and two singles en route to the
win over the Hornets.

Malcolm Milligan led
Ashland with two hits,
knocking in two runs.

Houlton 8,Mattanawcook 3
At Houlton, the Shires

scored two runs in the first
and never looked back.

Thomas Prescott, Ryan
Dee and Nick Botting each
had two hits. Cameron Gra-
ham struck out four batters.

For Mattanawcook, Gun-
ner Maxwell went 3-for-3.

MA 000 003 0 — 3
Houlton 202 040 — 8

How to report games
The BDN welcomes high

school coaches, managers
and athletic directors to re-
port their high school games
and events.

Werequireschools to report
their games to our website in-

stead of calling or faxing us.
Doing so is the best way

to guarantee that the game
will appear on the BDN
website and in the newspa-
per.

FOR BASEBALL and
SOFTBALL, we ask for the
repeat hitters, including
whether the hits were doubles,
triples,homeruns, etc.Wealso
ask for the score by innings
(line score) for each team,
along with total hits and er-
rors. Please list each pitcher,
and include the inning in
which the relievers entered
the game, and a notable num-
ber of strikeouts and walks,
along with the catchers.

FOR TENNIS, we ask for
each player and the score of
all three singles matches
and doubles matches, along
with any exhibition.

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP


