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MAINE vs. STONY BROOK
Time, site: 3 p.m. Saturday (2), 1 p.m. Sunday; Mahaney Diamond, Orono
Records: Maine 17-29 (6-11 America East), Stony Brook 20-23 (9-7)
Series, last meeting: Stony Brook leads 40-28, SBU 2-1 on 4/2/16
Key players: Maine — LF Colin Ridley (.295, 6 home runs, 32 runs batted in),

3B Danny Casals (.294-3-15, 11 SB), SS Jeremy Pena (.273-1-12, 9 SB), 1B
Brenden Geary (.270-2-15. 7 SB), RF Tyler Schwanz (.270-4-21, 7 SB); Stony
Brook — LF Andruw Gazzola (.333-1-16), 2B Jack Parenty (.292-1-24), RF
Casey Baker (.291-0-25), CF Toby Handley (.287-1-14, 8 SB), 1B Johnny
Caputo (.245-4-26)

Pitching matchups: Maine — RH Logan Fullmer (3-2, 2.62 earned run aver-
age, 58 strikeouts), RH John Arel (2-7, 3.49, 62 K), RH Chris Murphy (0-2, 6.62,
44 K); Stony Brook — RH Chad Lee (5-3, 2.31, 43 K), RH Bret Clarke (5-2, 2.15,
43 K), LH Tyler Honahan (3-6, 6.57, 41 K)

Game notes: The Black Bears have won five of their last seven, but dropped
two of three last weekend at Albany. UMaine sits in sixth place thanks in part to
a .251 team batting average that has produced only 3.8 runs per game. The
Bears also have struck out 7.2 times per outing. The third-place Seawolves have
lost nine of their last 12 overall after being swept in three games at Binghamton.
Stony Brook has not distinguished itself in any one category, but has been
competitive, although the Seawolves are 5-19 on the road this spring. Clarke
leads the league in ERA and Lee ranks second, with Fullmer holding down the
No. 3 spot. SBU has won seven straight meetings between the two clubs.

College Baseball

Maine fighter to get chance in CES spotlight
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

The number of Bangor-
area mixed martial artists
getting the
chance to
prove them-
selves on
larger stages continues to
grow.

Jon Lemke of Team Irish
MMA Fitness Academy in
Brewer will make his debut
with the Rhode Island-
based CES MMA promo-
tion on June 10 when he
takes on veteran Josh La-
Berge of Fall River, Massa-
chusetts, in a three-round
lightweight (155-pound)
bout at the Twin River Ca-
sino in Lincoln, Rhode Is-
land.

Lemke will be one of two

area fighters on the CES 36
card, which is scheduled to
be broadcast live by AXS-
TV. Ryan Sanders of Young’s
MMA in Bangor will face
Luis Felix of Providence,
Rhode Island, for the CES
lightweight title in the main
event of the same show —
Sanders defeated Felix in a
non-title match earlier this
year.

Lemke (5-4) is coming off
a narrow five-round split de-
cision loss to Bruce Boying-
ton in a battle for Boying-
ton’s New England Fights
lightweight title as the main
event of NEF 21 in Lewiston
on Feb. 6.

LaBerge (10-5) has won
eight of his last nine bouts.
Based at Lauzon Mixed Mar-
tial Arts, he most recently
won a unanimous decision

over Ran Weathers on the
main card of CES 35 on April
16 in Rhode Island.

Boyington has since va-
cated his NEF belt and is
focusing on a June 17 World
Series of Fighting bout
against Saul Almeida at the
Foxwoods Resort Casino in
Mashantucket, Connecti-
cut.

Another local fighter with
a more immediate national-
level fight is Bucksport High
School graduate Ray Wood,
who will take on undefeated
Anthony Piccolotti in a
clash of promising light-
weights on the main card of
Bellator 154 on Saturday
night in San Jose, Califor-
nia.

The bout between 8-1
Wood and 7-0 Piccolotti will
be televised on Spike TV.

NEF tomake Cape Cod
debut

New England Fights’ first
MMA promotion beyond
Maine’s borders also will
mark the sport’s debut on
Cape Cod this Saturday night.

NEF 23 will be held at the
Hyannis (Massachusetts)
Youth & Community Cen-
ter.

Nick DiSalvo, a Massa-
chusetts lawyer and co-own-
er of NEF, said last week
that cageside ticket sales
were so brisk that more
chairs and tickets were or-
dered after the original
stock sold out.

“The fans were asking us
to add some more cageside
seats, so we happily accom-
modated them,” he said.

The main event will

match heavyweights Bren-
dan Battles, a former three-
time All-New England high
school wrestler from Nauset
(Massachusetts) Regional
High School and the Hyan-
nis-based Team Juniko
MMA club, against Mike
“The Mustache” Hansen of
Rumford, also a former high
school wrestling state cham-
pion at Mountain Valley
High School.

Two Maine lightweights
will battle in the co-main
event as Derek Shorey of
Dover-Foxcroft and Matt
Denning of Auburn will re-
prise their NEF 15 match
held in November 2014, a
bout Denning won by sub-
mission.

“I thought I could beat
him the first time, and he
caught me with an armbar,”

said Shorey, who trains out
of Dexter’s Shatterproof
Combat Club. “This time I
will leave that cage the vic-
tor.”

Among the amateur bouts
on the card, Angela Young
(1-1) of Brewer and Young’s
MMA in Bangor will at-
tempt to secure her second
win in three weeks in a ban-
tamweight (135-pound) clash
against newcomer Kylie
O’Hearn of Plymouth, Mas-
sachusetts, and Team Ju-
niko.

Young’s MMA teammate
Victor Irwin, a former wres-
tling state champion at
Brewer High School, will
seek to improve his record
to 2-0 against Tracey Schry-
ba (0-0) in a light heavy-
weight (205-pound) match-
up.

MMA
REPORT

PASS race kicking off Speedway 95’s season
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

Turner’s Mike Rowe was
15 when Hermon’s Speed-
way 95 opened.

Fifty years later, Rowe
would love to repeat last
year’s victory on Sunday af-
ternoon when the Pro All
Stars Series North 150 Super
Late Model race highlights a
busy day of racing that kicks
off the track’s 50th anniver-
sary season.

Practice for the PASS
SLM cars and the other four
classes will begin at 10:20
a.m., and heat races will
start at 1:30 p.m.

The other classes include
the PASS Modifieds, the
Outlaw Super Series, the
North East Mini Stocks and
the Legends cars.

“I like [Speedway 95],”
said Rowe, the defending
PASS SLM North points

champion. “If you don’t like
it, you might as well not go.
You have to have a lot of pa-
tience. If you get overanx-
ious, you aren’t going to fin-
ish.”

Farming-
ton’s Cassius
Clark won
the 2014
PASS race at
Speedway 95
and was sec-
ond last year.

“I’m really
looking for-
ward to it,” said Clark, the
2013 PASS points titlist. “It
has been a good track for
me.”

This is the fourth PASS
North race this season, but
Clark will be making his
season debut.

He has been driving for
King Racing of Pictou, Nova
Scotia since the middle of
last season and he said they

intend to just run longer
races such as 150-, 250- and
300-lappers.

Morrill’s Travis Benja-
min, the 2012 PASS champi-
on, said he didn’t like Speed-
way 95 when he first started
racing there.

“It was a one-groove
track. But they have done a
lot to improve the track. The
inside lane is just as good as
the outside lane,” he said.
“Now it’s one of the best
races of the year.”

Several years ago, Speed-
way 95 owner Del Merritt
began applying a compound
to the inside groove that
gave it more grip and en-
abled cars to pass on the in-
side.

“You can go a lot better on
the bottom now,” observed
Clark.

He also said you need a
good handling car, “and you
have to stay out of trouble

and be there at the end.”
“If you make a little mis-

take, you usually wind up in
a dirt bank,” said Benjamin.

Benjamin is in his first
year driving for Petit Motor-
sports out of Biddeford and
said he has had a fast car
only to get wrecked in the
first three races.

“It has been frustrating.
I’m working with a great
group of guys, and I’ve had
the best of equipment. We
just need a little luck. Once
we have a couple of good
runs, it’s going to snowball,”
he said.

Points leader D.J. Shaw
from Center Conway, New
Hampshire, has finished
second and third in the last
two Speedway 95 races and
is among a long list of poten-
tial winners as is former
Speedway 95 regular Mike
Hopkins from Hermon, who
is fourth in points.
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“She was competitive, yet
humble,” Viani said of Fugel.
“She had a personality that
was infectious; her smile.”

Fugel was a close friend of
the Vianis as she was a team-
mate of Mike’s two daugh-
ters.

“It’s been a tough couple of
days,” Viani said. “Her and
my daughter are in the same
class. They were very good
friends. They cheered togeth-
er, they did track together, ran
cross country.”

A wall in the school cafete-
ria is covered with a large
sheet of paper that students
are using as an “expressive
wall” to share their thoughts
and feelings about Fugel. Stu-
dents were encouraged to
draw, write or make cards as
part of the grieving process.

“Writing and expressing
yourself during a sorrowful
time, that’s therapy,” said
Perry, who praised the Cen-
tral Middle School faculty and
staff for their commitment to
supporting and comforting
the students, and each other,

in dealing with their grief.
Counselors from three area

schools spent Wednesday at
the middle school to help pro-
vide support for those who
needed it.

Central canceled its partici-
pation in a middle school
track meet and all other extra-
curricular activities after
learning of Fugel’s death on
Tuesday. Track coach Chris
Cook made practice optional
for the rest of the week, but
Perry said there has been
nearly 100 percent participa-
tion since Wednesday.

“They processed her loss
and did some games, shed
some tears on Wednesday, but
they’ve gotten back at it,”
Perry said.

In addressing his high
school track team, Viani con-
veyed the importance of cele-
brating Fugel’s life and accom-
plishments.

“I told the kids, we can’t
think about what she could
have been. We can only cher-
ish what we know she was,
which was a great kid, a good
runner and a big part of our
track family,” Viani said.

Plans are in the works to
honor Fugel’s memory. Pur-
ple bracelets with “Katie” and
a heart on them are being

made for all of the competitors
in the Eastern Maine Middle
School Track League’s
Almquist Invitational Meet on
May 23 in Orono.

Purple was Fugel’s favorite
color.

One Central Middle School
parent has purchased 100
pairs of purple socks to be
worn by members of the track,
baseball and softball teams.
And Viani explained that pur-
ple warmups for the track ath-
letes also are in the works.

Many flowers have been de-
livered to the school and the
Charleston Pentecostal
Church on Friday provided
the school staff doughnuts and
coffee. Viani said a local florist
plans to donate purple corsag-
es and boutonnieres for the
upcoming year-end dance.

Visiting hours for Fugel
will be held 3-5 p.m. Sunday at
Brooking-Smith, 133 Center
St., Bangor. A funeral Mass is
planned at 2 p.m. Monday at
St. Paul the Apostle Parish, St.
John’s Catholic Church, 207
York St., Bangor.

Those who want to remem-
ber Katie in a special way may
make gifts in her memory to a
scholarship fund for Faith
Fugel through Bangor Sav-
ings Bank, Attn: Barbara

Whitney, 22 Main St., Dexter,
ME 04930.

Perry said Fugel’s death
has left a discernible void at
Central Middle School.

“You have to find solace
that the good Lord has a better
plan for her, but we lost an
angel.”

luncheon at the Andrew W.
Mellon Auditorium in
Washington, D.C.

“I was the last high school
state honoree to be named,”
said Archer, who plans to
major in business communi-
cations and technology at
Husson University in Ban-
gor beginning this fall.

“The first words I heard
were ‘from Old Town, Maine
…’ and those words literally
took my breath away. I was
so proud to walk to the stage
of this famous auditorium
and accept this award, not
for me but for my communi-
ty and for everyone who has
helped me to build my foun-
dation by supporting me
and the projects it encom-
passes.”

Archer was recognized
for his efforts to educate the
public about autism and the
challenges faced by people
with autism, doing much of
that work through The Cou-
rageous Steps Project he
founded in 2014.

The project’s initial walk-
run fundraiser to benefit
local schools that help chil-
dren with special needs
raised nearly $4,000. Last
year’s walk-run, combined
with other fundraising ac-

tivities, such as a benefit
dinner at a local restaurant,
have pushed his total to
more than $12,000.

Much of that money has
been donated to organiza-
tions that played a key role
in Archer’s own develop-
ment as well as other groups
that work with kids with
autism. Archer also has
awarded scholarships to
graduating high school se-
niors who have overcome
their own challenges, pur-
chased iPads and a sound
system for his former pre-
school and conducted two
drives to collect supplies for
area schools.

For more information on
Connor Archer’s volunteer
activities, access thecoura-
geousstepsproject.org.

“The first words
I heard were ‘from
Old Town, Maine …’
and those words
literally took my
breath away.”

CONNOR ARCHER,
OLD TOWN SENIOR

ON FACEBOOK
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He also praised the efforts
of Friends group mainstay
Joe Ferris in bringing to-
gether the plans.

Both the ’76 and ’86 squads
were coached by the late
John Winkin.

The 1976 team posted a
29-9 record. It swept through
the ECAC New England
tourney in three games and
won four straight in the
NCAA Regional to earn a
spot in the CWS.

The Black Bears lost the
opener, then won twice be-
fore being shut out and elim-
inated 7-0 by Arizona State.

The 1976 team was the
first UMaine contingent to
reach the CWS since the
1964 team accomplished the
feat.

The ’76 squad featured
pitchers Bert Roberge, who
still owns UMaine’s career
earned run average record
at 1.82, and Barry Lacasse,
All-America outfielder Ed
Flaherty, shortstop Russ
Quetti and third baseman
Leggett.

Other team members
were Steve Conley, John
Sawyer, Gary Smart, Mark
Armstrong, Billy Hughes,
Wayne Feigenbaum, Tony
DiBiase, Dana Dresser, John
Dumont, Phil Skillings, Fred
Fasulo, Peter LaFlamme,

Doug Carville, Mike Curry
and Brian Butterfield. Carl
“Stump” Merrill was an as-
sistant coach.

The 1986 squad compiled
a 41-23 record and holds pro-
gram marks for road wins
(28), runs (528), hits (729),
doubles (131), total bases
(1,117) and batting average
(.337). It was the last UMaine
team to reach the College
World Series.

Catalysts included catch-
er Bill Reynolds, who still
holds program single-game
records for home runs (4),
RBIs (9), total bases (16) and
ranks fourth all-time with 36
home runs, outfielder Gary
LaPierre and designated hit-
ter Dan Kane. The pitching
staff included Jeff Plymp-
ton, Dale Plummer, career

saves leader Mike LeBlanc
(19) and reliever Marc Pow-
ers.

Other members included
Gary Dube, Kemble, Steve
Loubier, Dave Gonyar and
Mike Dutil, along with as-
sistant coach Bob Whalen.

Courtney starts throwing
Trimper reports that

sophomore pitcher Justin
Courtney of Bangor has
begun throwing again.

The right-hander has
been out of action since
April 9, dealing with tendi-
nitis in his pitching shoul-
der. Trimper hopes Court-
ney (2-3, 3.56 ERA) can work
a few innings against Bing-
hamton and be available
during the America East
tournament.


