
Bangor Daily News, Saturday/Sunday, May 21-22, 2016 B7

Carrier
Continued from Page B4

Softball
Continued from Page B4

Baseball
Continued from Page B4

Hall
Continued from Page B4

That was 26 years ago.
Carrier has carried on the
winning tradition. He has
led the Bucks to a 414-70 re-
cord, four state champion-
ships and 19 appearances in
regional championship
games.

Orono High School coach
Kristen Espling, whose
team recorded a rare victo-
ry over the Bucks on
Wednesday, has known him
for a long time. She played
against him at Caribou
High School.

“He has always been a re-
spectable guy,” said Espling.
“He knows the game and he
takes care of his kids.

“He is one of my favorite
coaches to talk to before a
game and get caught up,”
Espling added. “He is a leg-
end in that town. He is to-
tally committed to softball
and the girls in Buck-
sport.”

Keeping upwith
the game

The reasons behind his
success are his tireless
thirst for knowledge and his
progressive attitude.

“Softball is evolving
every year,” he said. “I still

go to as many clinics as I
can. I try to learn new things
every year. I’ll change the
way I teach things if I find a
better way.

“I also watch a lot of col-
lege softball games and I
pick up a lot from them,”
he added. “I learned a dif-
ferent way to throw a
changeup.”

Carrier played the pitch
back in slow motion “just
to see how she threw it.”
And he taught it to his
pitchers.

“He is very open-mind-
ed,” said Lori Dorr, who
played for Carrier in the
early 1990s and is now one of
his assistant coaches. “He
will give things a try to see
how they work out. If it’s
going to be beneficial, he’ll
go with it.”

During games, he con-
stantly talks to his players.
He encourages them as he
stands with his scorebook in
the third base coach’s box.

He does his homework.
He makes it a point to know
his opponents and their ten-
dencies.

He says he doesn’t like to
suggest to one of his play-
ers that she make a signifi-
cant adjustment during a
game.

“I’ll make a mental note of
it and we’ll take care of it in
practice,” he said. “Some-
times it takes a lot more

than one practice to take
care of it.”

Carrier said he gets the
greatest pleasure out of see-
ing one of his suggestions
help a player become suc-
cessful.

“Seeing a kid being happy
is what makes me happy,”
he said.

His players enjoy playing
for him.

“He’s a great coach and he
got everybody excited about
softball. I learned a lot from
him,” Dorr said.

“Coach means everything
to us,” said senior third
baseman Julia Zavalza. “He
supports us. We couldn’t
play without him. He settles
us down when we’re freak-
ing out and brings us up
when we’re down.”

Building skills
and confidence

Carrier is a stickler for
the fundamentals.

“Every year, we’ll go over
and over things. You may
think it’s boring but it really
helps us in the long run,”
said Zavalza.

“I’ve known him since
third grade and he has al-
ways been a big supporter
of us,” said senior first
baseman Tyler Dupont.
“He always has our
backs.”

Senior center fielder Eliza

Hosford said he pumps them
up so that “we never lack
confidence.

“And he never talks down
to us,” Hosford added.

Dorr said the fact he keeps
his kids upbeat and positive
“stems from his passion for
the sport. He loves it.”

“Over the years, you learn
how to get the young ladies
to be more positive about
themselves — how to have
more confidence,” said Car-
rier.

He said he doesn’t like to
be “predictable” with his
pitch selection.

“I’ve called three
changeups in a row be-
fore,” said Carrier. “But
you won’t see me calling
changeups when the nNo.
9 hitter is up.”

His teams are always ag-
gressive on the basepaths.

“I feel everything has to
be a perfect throw in order
to get some of my kids out,”
said Carrier.

He is also unconventional
at times. He will have five
players in the infield and
just two outfielders in cer-
tain situations.

Coaching and family ties
Carrier enjoys the fact he

has started coaching girls
whose mothers played for
him.

And he is also pleased
to see some of his players

get into coaching, includ-
ing current Husson Uni-
versity coach Terren
Hall.

He feels strongly that in
order to win a state champi-
onship, “you have to have
two varsity coaches who
think alike and can check
each other.”

“I’ll ask [my assistant] if
there is something going on
I should know about,” said
Carrier

He said he has been
blessed by having top-notch
assistant coaches such as
Terry Hall, Terren’s father,
and by having quality peo-
ple involved in the feeder
system such as Dorr, who
runs the program for ages
7-12.

“It starts with great help.
We have a great youth
league program which is
run by people who believe in
what I believe in,” said Car-
rier.

Carriero worked for the
Verso Paper mill for 41 years
but the mill closed earlier
this year so he is enjoying
his retirement.

He and wife Charlotte
have two sons, Matthew and
Ryan, and a grandson Zak.

Carrier has no plans to
leave coaching. He enjoys it
too much.

“They’re going to have to
take me off the field in a
wheelchair,” he quipped.

nings. He fanned three and
walked two before giving
way to Logan Fullmer, who
surrendered two runs on
three hits with two walks in
only one inning.

The Black Bears got on
the board in the first when
Tyler Schwanz was hit by a
pitch, raced to third on
Geary’s single and then the
two executed a delayed
double steal after two were
out.

UMaine made it 2-0 in the
fifth when Kerbs pulled a
home run to left, the first of
his collegiate career.

However, Binghamton re-
sponded in the bottom of the
inning. Rufo singled, Franchi
hit a one-out double and C.J.
Krowiak walked. The first run
scored when David Schanz

grounded to third base, but
the Black Bears could not turn
the double play. The low
throw to first base allowed a
second run to score.

Gamache followed with a
two-run blast to left-center
that made it 4-2.

The Bearcats added two
in the sixth on RBI singles
by Chris McGee and Krowi-
ak, then tacked on a run in
the eighth on a run-scoring
single by Franchi.

In Game 2, Binghamton
rallied for three runs against
freshman reliever Nick
Silva to put the hosts on top
for good. Schanz’s two-run
single was the key blow in
the uprising.

Starter Mike Bunal (8-3)
shut out UMaine on two
hits, striking out three
and walking one, over the
first four innings. Jake
Wloczewski closed it out
with two scoreless innings
of relief.

Gamache singled twice
and Brendan Skidmore dou-
bled and drove in two runs
for the Bearcats, who had
only five hits.

Brett Chappell slammed a
two-run home run that gave
UMaine a short-lived 2-1
lead in the fifth.

Binghamton jumped on
Silva in the fifth after Dari-
an Herncane drew a leadoff
walk. Krowiak singled to

right and advanced on the
throw to third, then Schanz
stroked a two-run single
through the middle.

Gamache followed with
another single and Schanz
scored on Skidmore’s
groundout.

UMaine threatened in
the seventh when Chap-
pell reached on a one-out
fielding error and Kerbs
singled to left. They ad-

vanced when Lou Della
Ferra was out on a bunt
attempt, but Wloczewski
retired Pena on a lineout
to right field.

Eddie Emerson of Lewis-
ton and Jonah Norman-
deau of Cumberland com-
bined to hold Binghamton
to two hits and one run
over the first three innings,
walking four and fanning
four.

her line-drive double to right
center.

“It was a great pitch, it was
a low and outside fastball. But
she put a golf swing on it,”
said Maine senior catcher
Janelle Bouchard. “Some-
times you just have to tip
your hat to them. Their hit-
ters had quick hands.”

Georgia added two more in
the third, with another mis-
cue proving to be damaging.

Hugo walked and stole sec-
ond before scoring when Iose-

fa’s routine fly ball to left cen-
ter was dropped by Maine left
fielder Rachel Harvey. Iosefa
was awarded a triple by the
official scorer.

DiCarlo’s grounder to sec-
ond scored pinch-runner
Kayleigh Medlin.

The Bulldogs added a run
in the fifth and sixth innings.

Bogdanovich suffered her
first loss in her last 10 deci-
sions. She allowed nine hits
and six runs with four walks
and four strikeouts.

Bogdanovich was satisfied
with her performance but ad-
mitted that she struggled
with the umpire’s small
strike zone.

“I had to throw it where
the hitters and umpire want-
ed it. We got the jitters out
after the first couple of in-
nings. The score didn’t reflect
how well we played,” Bogda-
novich said.

“It may sound weird but it
was a great day for us. You
can’t teach what the kids
went through today. It was
awesome for them to get that
experience,” Maine head
coach Mike Coutts said. “I
was proud of them. They com-
peted and kept the energy
level up.”

Lennon, Rachel Carlson,
Bouchard, Harvey and Mad-
die Decker singled for Maine.

team accolades for three
straight seasons. She was a
National Field Hockey
Coaches Association all-re-
gion first-team pick as a se-
nior and a second-team
choice as a sophomore.

The team captain was as
an assistant to head coach
Terry Kix for a year follow-
ing graduation.

McPhee has demonstrat-
ed determination and perse-
verance. An outstanding
wrestler for Stephens High
School in Rumford, he suf-
fered a brain stem contusion
during a football scrimmage
in 1976 and was left a quad-
riplegic, unable to speak.

McPhee, who uses a voice
synthesizer, spent five years in
rehabilitation, then spent a
year at Husson College before
transferring to UMaine. He
earned a varsity letter at
UMaine for his contributions
to the wrestling program, as he
helped wrestling coach Nick
Nicolich lead the Black Bears
to a 9-4 record in 1983-’84.

McPhee, who served as
co-sports editor of the Maine
Campus, has been a sports-
writer for the Maine Sunday
Telegram, Lewiston Sun
Journal and the Rumford
Falls Times.

Riley set UMaine records
during an impressive track
and field career from 1994 to
1998, captaining the outdoor
team as a senior. During the
1996-’97 indoor season, she
was the New England cham-
pion in the pentathlon with
3,507 points, which was a
school record for 15 years.

She also once held records
in the high jump, long jump,
hurdlesand4x400-meter relay.

Woodbrey Jr. was a four-
year letterwinner (1973-’76)
in soccer and was the only
UMaine player to be named
twice to the All-Yankee Con-
ference team (’73 and ’75),
when he earned All-New
England honors.

Woodbrey, who led the
team in scoring his last
three seasons, was the son of
Edward Woodbrey, who let-
tered in baseball (1947-’49).
His uncles, Hank Woodbrey
and Victor Woodbrey,
played baseball and basket-
ball at UMaine in the late
’40s and early ’50s.

Nyquist hopes for clear skies at Preakness
REUTERS

Unbeaten Nyquist is a prohibi-
tive favorite to add the second
jewel of horse racing’s Triple
Crown at the Preakness Stakes on
Saturday, while his top rival hopes
rain and a sloppy track at Pimlico
will be the equalizer.

Kentucky Derby winner Ny-
quist, named after former Univer-
sity of Maine hockey player and
current Detroit Red Wings winger
Gustav Nyquist, is rated a 3-5 odds-
on pick from the third post posi-
tion to keep alive his Triple Crown
bid in the 1-3/16 mile race in Balti-
more, having outdueled second
choice Exaggerator in four previ-
ous meetings.

Exaggerator, rated a 3-1 pick from
the fifth gate, closed fast to finish
second 1-1/4 lengths behind Nyquist
two weeks ago at Churchill Downs.
Brothers George, Jamie and Mi-
chael Kerr of Old Orchard Beach
are part owners of Exaggerator.

But rain forecast from dawn to
dusk on Saturday could muddy the
Pimlico picture with Exaggerator
having proven he can handle that
footing with a decisive victory in
the slop at the Santa Anita Derby.

“With a horse like Nyquist I’m
not overly concerned about the
weather,” said trainer Doug O’Neill,
after the favorite jogged twice
around the one-mile Pimlico Race
Course oval on Friday morning in
preparation for the 141st Preakness.

“He had a good gallop yesterday
and jogged two miles real com-
posed today. He looked good.”

The Preakness has taken on the
look of a two-horse race as Stradi-
vari (8-1) and Collector (10-1) are
unproven against top-flight com-
petition while the other seven en-

tries are rated either 20-1 or 30-1 in
the early odds.

Nyquist has won eight races
over five different tracks in posi-
tioning himself for a rare unbeat-
en run through the Triple Crown
series for three-year-olds. Only Se-
attle Slew in 1977 has accom-
plished that feat.

Nyquist’s campaign follows last
year’s triumph by American Phar-
oah, who ended a 37-year Triple
Crown drought.

“As far as rain or shine, we’re
not going to change anything shoe-
ing-wise. He’s going to wear the

same shoes he has on, so we’re not
concerned about that other than
we’d like to have a beautiful day,”
said O’Neill.

A perfect scenario as far as Ex-
aggerator trainer Keith
Desormeaux is concerned would
see a heavy watering of the Pimli-
co track.

Two of Exaggerator’s three
graded victories have come on wet
tracks and he finished second in
three other soggy tests.

“Where most horses haven’t run
on a sloppy track or a quagmire
like Santa Anita was that day, at

least we know we can do it,” said
Desormeaux, whose brother Kent
will be in the saddle shooting for
his third Preakness win.

“If you want to call that an ad-
vantage I’ll take it.”

Several of the fresh horses in
the race like to run from the front
and could pose a traffic problem
for fast-starting Nyquist.

Japan-based Lani, who finished
ninth in Louisville, is the only
other entry from the 20-horse
Derby field among the 11 colts that
will be saddled up for the Preak-
ness.

GEOFF BURKE | USA TODAY

Kentucky Derby winner Nyquist runs on the track during a training session in preparation for the 141st
Preakness Stakes at Pimlico Race Course in Baltimore on Friday.

Crane
swoops into
lead, Spieth
one back
REUTERS

Hometown favorite Jordan Spi-
eth struggled with his iron play
but drained two lengthy birdie
putts to move
within one stroke
of leader Ben
Crane after the second round at
the weather-hit AT&T Byron Nel-
son in Texas on Friday.

Spieth, the U.S. Open champion,
kept errors to a minimum as he fol-
lowed his opening 64 with a five-
under-par 65 at the rain-softened
TPC Four Seasons Resort in Irving.

He ended the round equal second
with Spaniard Sergio Garcia (66) and
Americans Brooks Koepka (64) and
Bud Cauley (65), while Crane (63) set
the halfway pace at 12-under 128.

Spieth, who missed the cut at last
week’s Players Championship in
his first PGA Tour start since his
shocking collapse at last month’s
Masters, was happy to make “lim-
ited mistakes” but acknowledged
need for improvement.

“Again, I just took advantage of
the easier holes,” the 22-year-old
told reporters. “Had a couple of
longer putts go in today and found
both the par-fives in two to two-putt
and tap in for those two birdies.

“So very limited mistakes. I
have three-putted 13 twice and
that’s really the only mistakes that
I have made this week, even not
quite feeling like I have my best
iron play right now.”
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