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Garcia joins Ballesteroswith 9thPGATourwin
REUTERS

Sergio Garcia displayed shades
of Seve Ballesteros on his way to
victory at the AT&T Byron Nelson
in Texas on Sunday, matching his
late countryman for most career
wins by a Spaniard on the PGA
Tour.

Garcia overcame some poor
swings to collect his ninth tour
victory, beating American Brooks
Koepka in a playoff at the TPC
Four Seasons in Irving.

“I won a bit a la Seve today. I
definitely wasn’t really on,” Gar-
cia said in a greenside interview
after finding two water hazards in
the final round but still coming
through to win.

“It means so much (to match
Ballesteros). I played really well
the last five holes, including the
playoff, but other than that I was
battling with my swing a little bit,
playing hard and chipping great,
and made some great putts.”

Garcia carded a closing 68,
while Koepka shot 71. They fin-
ished at 15-under 265, one stroke
ahead of American Matt Kuchar.

Garcia won with a par at the
first extra hole after Koepka
yanked his drive into a water haz-
ard.

“I had no idea where the ball
was going (the final two rounds)
and you can’t play out here when
you’re hitting it in the rough,”
said a disappointed Koepka.

It is Garcia’s first victory on the
PGA Tour since 2008, though the
36-year-old has continued to pile
up victories outside the U.S.

Garcia’s win is a big boost to his
hopes of making the European
team for this year’s Ryder Cup,
where he hopes to carry on Balles-
teros’ legacy.

Garcia has a huge passion for
the biennial team event against
the United States. He has played in

it seven times, on five occasions on
the winning side.

“I played nicely this week,”
Garcia continued. “I know I can
play better. Obviously this is
going to jump me (up the Ryder
Cup rankings), which means a lot
to me.

“My swing wasn’t all the way
there but I played as hard as I
could with what I had.”

Five-times major winner Balles-
teros played a huge part in making
the Ryder Cup competitive back in
the early 1980s, after decades of
American dominance.

Renowned as one of the game’s
great short game exponents, he died
of a brain tumour in 2011 at the age of
54.

Jutanugarn claims back-to-back
LPGAvictories

Ariya Jutanugarn posted a sec-
ond successive LPGA victory
when she edged Australian Su Oh
by one stroke at the Kingsmill
Championship in Virginia on Sun-
day.

Jutanugarn had blown a series
of good winning chances until she
broke through and claimed the
Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic in
Alabama two weeks ago becoming
the first Thai player to win on
tour.

Bristling with confidence she
followed up with an encore victory
on the River Course at Kingsmill
Resort in Williamsburg.

Her second win, she said, was
“much easier” than her first,
though it was not exactly a stroll
in the park.

Jutanugarn sank a four-foot
putt at the 17th to preserve her
tenuous lead and then had to sweat
over a five-foot par putt at the last
to avoid a playoff.

She coaxed it home to card a 67
and finished at 14-under 270, while
Oh (65) birdied the last with a 20-

foot putt from off the back off the
green to claim second place on 13-
under, a day before her 20th birth-
day.

Jutanugarn, 20, continued the
LPGA youth movement. All 13
tournaments this year have been
won by players aged 23 or younger.

Jutanugarn, whose sister Mori-
ya also plays the LPGA Tour, ad-
mitted to feeling almost unbear-
able tension before her first victo-

ry, but was calmer on Sunday.
“I didn’t get nervous or excited

until the last putt,” she told report-
ers.

“My hands were shaking, but
just a little bit, not like last tourna-
ment. Last tournament was so bad.

“I really wanted to win one tour-
nament this year, and after I do
that, I feel like I’m just going to
take it and have fun.”

Runner-up Oh had few com-

plaints: “I knew I had to get off to a
really good start, and I did,” said
Oh, who picked up five birdies on
the front nine.

Oh, who was born in South
Korea and moved to Australia at
age 7, almost holed her approach
shot at the last when her ball land-
ed about a foot from the hole be-
fore skipping on beyond the green.

“I pulled the second shot a little
bit, to be honest,” she said.
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Sergio Garcia reacts on the 18th green after winning the 2016 AT&T Byron Nelson golf tournament on the
first playoff hole at TPC Four Seasons Resort - Las Colinas.

Kyrgios lights updampFrenchOpen
BY MARTYN HERMAN
REUTERS

PARIS — Australian Nick
Kyrgios did his best to en-
liven a damp and dismal Pa-
risian day with eye-catching
play and habitual rants as
the French Open began
without some of its familiar
settings on Sunday.

The volatile 17th seed
mainly let his racket do the
talking during an impres-
sive 7-6(6), 7-6(6), 6-4 defeat of
Italian debutant Marco Cec-
chinato, although he did re-
ceive a code violation for
snapping at a ball boy in the
first set.

Women’s 10th seed Petra
Kvitova was another early
starter and was nearly sent
packing in the opening skir-
mish on Philippe Chatrier
Court, the twice Wimbledon
champion coming within a
game of defeat by Montene-
gro’s Danka Kovinic.

She eventually won 6-2,
4-6, 7-5 in two hours 16 min-
utes watched by ticket hold-
ers wrapped up in colourful
anoraks and with a multi-
tude of umbrellas primed for
action.

Long lines of fans formed

outside Roland Garros as se-
curity was visibly beefed up
in light of November’s dead-
ly attacks in the city and
once inside the historic
grounds there was a feeling
that things were not quite
where they should be.

Three courts, numbers
seven, nine and 11, which
used to flank the Chatrier
showcourt, have disappeared,
replaced by a muddy hole in
the ground — the start of a
controversial redevelopment
that will included a new sta-
dium court by 2020.

Leafing through their
programs the fans would
also have noticed the name
of Roger Federer absent
from the men’s draw for the
first time since 1998 after the
Swiss 17-time grand slam
champion withdrew in-
jured.

With rain dogging players
and spectators throughout,
an anti-climactic opening
day was called off at around
6.30 p.m. local time with
only 10 of the 32 scheduled
matches completed.

At least Kyrgios, enjoying
a consistent year which
hints at a more level-headed
approach, provided some en-

tertainment for those hud-
dled together on Court One.

The volatile 21-year-old
fired down 17 aces and fend-
ed off two set points in the
second-set tiebreak before
dispatching 124th-ranked
Cecchinato and setting up a
second-round clash with
Dutch lucky loser Igor Si-
jsling.

The match was not with-
out some of the outbursts
that have made Kyrgios one
of the most talked-about
players on Tour.

Toward the end of the
first set he barked at a ball-
boy and was warned by um-
pire Carlos Ramos.

“A code violation for say-
ing ‘towel’ loud?” Kyrgios
said in a fiery exchange with
Ramos.

“Now I’ve seen it all.
That’s bullshit… are you
kidding?”

There was a maturity
about his display though
and he produced his best
tennis when he needed it —
saving one set point with a
nonchalant drop shot before
taking control.

Kvitova, a semifinalist in
2012, began confidently in
light drizzle that followed

the torrential early-morning
rain, but from a position of
strength got bogged down on
the damp clay.

Kovinic served for the
match at 5-4 in the third set
but Kvitova roused herself to
rattle off three games in a row.

“Definitely the serve,”
Kvitova, who racked up 10
double faults, said when
asked what she needed to
improve on.

Her fellow Czech Lucie
Safarova, a surprise runner-
up last year to Serena Wil-
liams, dropped only two
games as she made short
work of Russia’s Vitalia Di-
atchenko.

Home favorite Benoit
Paire, one of 16 Frenchman
to start in the main draw,
produced a topsy-turvy dis-
play against Moldovan qual-
ifier Radu Albot before win-
ning in five sets.

Spain’s Garbine Muguru-
za, the women’s fourth seed,
did not make it on court for
her match against Slovaki-
an Anna Karolina Schmied-
lova while men’s fifth seed
Kei Nishikori did, but was
interrupted by the rain
when he was leading by two
sets.

DeRozan, Biyombo
give Raptors new life
BY LARRY MILLSON
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

TORONTO — The Toron-
to Raptors crushed any
ideas that
they were
going to be
swept by
the Cleveland Cavaliers on
Saturday night.

Led by 32 points from
DeMar DeRozan and a fran-
chise playoff record of 26 re-
bounds by Bismack Biyom-
bo, the Raptors defeated the
Cleveland Cavaliers 99-84 in
Game 3 of the Eastern Con-
ference final.

“Everybody thought we
were going to be swept and I
think that fuels us,” Raptors
coach Dwane Casey said. “I
thoughtweplayedwith force.”

It was the first loss of the
playoffs for the Cavaliers
who swept through the first
two rounds undefeated and
won the first two games
against the Raptors and lead
the series 2-1.

“We just had a bad night
but give them credit, they
played well,” Cavaliers
coach Tyronn Lue said.
“They played like a team
with their backs to the wall.
They came out and they beat
us. They were more aggres-
sive, they were more physi-
cal, they were more active

and they were faster.”
The Raptors led by as

many as 18 points in the sec-
ond quarter, were ahead by
13 at halftime, took a 10-point
lead into the fourth quarter
and led by as many as 15
points early in the fourth.

The Cavaliers cut that to
eight before Biyombo made
six successive points to in-
crease the lead to 14 with
3:38 to play.

The center finished with
seven points.

“He was huge,” Casey said.
“I thought he played a big-
time game in the paint. He’s
done it all year. He’s just kind
of the spirit of our team.”

“We shoot 35 percent,
there’s a lot of rebounds
available,” Lue said. “He did
a great job of protecting the
paint; he had (four) blocked
shots and he rebounded the
ball well.”

“It was amazing, he was
big-time,” DeRozan said.
“Without him we probably
wouldn’t have this win.”

Casey said Biyombo also
has to deal with physical play.

“He’s getting fouled so
much, he’s not getting calls,”
Casey said. “There has to be
some consistency. We have
the greatest officials in the
league but how you can miss
fouls like that and calls like
that and I can’t see it.”

Kyle Lowry added 20
points for the Raptors, Cory
Joseph had 14 and DeMarre
Carroll and Patrick Patter-
son each had 10.

“Just being aggressive,”
DeRozan said of his big night.
“Picking and choosing my
spots, not second guessing,
just being aggressive.”

LeBron James scored 24
points for the Cavaliers. J.R.
Smith added 22 for Cleve-
land while Kyrie Irving had
13 and Channing Frye 11.

“First of all give a lot of
credit to Toronto,” James said.
“They played an exceptional
game. We didn’t play our game
and they made us pay for it. It
wasour first lossof thepostsea-
son so it is a little adversity.

“We’ve got to go back to
the drawing board, not fix

everything, just fix a few
things and be much better
on Monday.”

Toronto led 27-24 lead
after the first quarter.

Lowry picked up his third
foul of the game with 8:07
left in the second quarter
but Joseph did a solid job
while the Raptors’ All-Star
point guard spent some time
on the bench.

Joseph’s 3-pointer with
4:09 to play in the second
quarter gave the Raptors a
49-37 lead. After a Cavaliers’
miss, Carroll made a 3-point
shot for a 15-point Toronto
lead. Patterson’s layup with
1:22 to play boosted the ad-
vantage to 18.

James closed the half
with a 3-pointer and the Rap-
tors led 60-47.

DAN HAMILTON | USA TODAY

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (left) has a
shot blocked by Toronto Raptors center Bismack Biyombo
in Game 3 of the Eastern conference finals of the NBA
Playoffs at Air Canada Centre in Toronto on Saturday. To-
ronto won 99-84.
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Brouwer, Brodziak
helpBlues even series
BY DAVE DEL GRANDE
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

SAN JOSE, California —
Troy Brouwer has proven to
be a good closer in the 2016
NHL play-
offs.

The St.
Louis Blues
needed a starter Saturday
night, and their right wing
did that expertly as well.

Brouwer and center Kyle
Brodziak scored two goals
apiece, powering the Blues to
a 6-3 victory over the San Jose
Sharks, evening the best-of-
seven Western Conference fi-
nals at two games apiece.

Goalie Jake Allen, mak-
ing his first start of the post-
season, turned away 31 of
San Jose’s 34 shots, sending
the series back to St. Louis
on even terms for Game 5 on
Monday.

“We came here to win a
hockey game, and we did,”
Blues coach Ken Hitchcock
said of the aftermath of los-
ing the home-ice advantage
by virtue of splitting the
first two games in St. Louis.
“Now we’re taking it back to
our fans.”

Brouwer, the hero of
Game 7 wins over Chicago
and Dallas that propelled
the Blues into the Western
finals, ended Sharks goalie
Martin Jones’ two-game
shutout streak with a one-
timer from in front of the
net just 6:14 into the game.

He came back to add the
clincher at the 3:55 mark of
the third period, deflecting a
shot from the point by Alex-
ander Steen past James Re-
imer, who had replaced
Jones in the second period.

“Brouwer keeps showing
up in big games for us,” ob-
served Blues defenseman
Kevin Shattenkirk. “That’s
comforting.”

The power-play goal,
which came just seven sec-
onds after Sharks winger
Joel Ward had gotten called
for delay of game, gave St.
Louis a 5-1 lead.

“We got back to the way
we wanted to play — get the
puck deep, make their defen-
semen work,” said Brouwer,
whose goals were his sixth
and seventh of the postsea-
son. “We did a good job of
taking advantage of our op-
portunities.”

Allen easily converted the
four-goal lead into a victory
from there, although he
came under constant assault
from a desperate Sharks
team in the final period.

San Jose scored three
times in the third period,
first on a Joe Pavelski tip-in
of a Joe Thornton shot just
1:05 in, and not too long later
when Chris Tierney’s shot
from the right side bounced
in off the back of Allen.

Tierney’s goal, his fourth of
the playoffs, was unassisted
and got San Jose back within
5-2 with still 13:03 to play.

But Allen held on from
there, despite surrendering
a goal with 3:32 remaining
that was credited to San Jo-
se’s Melker Karlsson but
was actually pushed into the
net by St. Louis defenseman
Joel Edmundson.

“I was confident. I’ve been
ready,” assured Allen, who
hadn’t started a game in the
postseason.

Karlsson’s goal made the
final 6-3, with the Blues hav-
ing scored an empty-netter
49 seconds earlier on an
Alex Pietrangelo shot that
went three-quarters the
length of the ice.

“He brings a lot of fire.
He’s a competitive son of a
gun,” Hitchcock said of
Allen. “We played with more
passion in front of him be-
cause I made the change.”

Both of Brodziak’s goals,
his first and second of the
playoffs, came in the second
period, during which St.
Louis went ahead 4-0.

The back-breaker for the
Sharks occurred early in the
second period, after they
had staved off a five-on-three
disadvantage while already
trailing 2-0.
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San Jose Sharks goalie Martin Jones (right) and Marc-Ed-
ouard Vlasic (left) try to block the puck as the St. Louis
Blues’ Kyle Brodziak scores a goal in the second period
during Game 4 of the Western Conference finals on Satur-
day at the SAP Center in San Jose. The Blues won 6-3.


