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Tennis tourneymoved to indoor courts
PORTLAND — The high school

singles state tennis tourney set for
Friday has been moved to the in-
door courts at the Portland Racket
and Fitness center because of the
uncertainty of the weather, the
Maine Principals’
Association an-
nounced Thursday
night.

The scheduled
start times for the matches will
remain the same with the Round
of 48 for both boys and girls divi-
sions beginning at 8:30 a.m.

The matches had been sched-
uled at the Lewiston High School
courts.

The Round of 16 and quarterfi-
nals are still set for Saturday at
Lewiston High School, followed by
the semifinals and championships
on Monday at Bates College in
Lewiston.

Softball
PVHS 10, Bangor Christian 7

At Howland, Kortney McKech-
nie recorded a triple, two singles
and an RBI to help the Penobscot
Valley Howlers prevail.

Arianna McKinnon chipped in
with three hits and an RBI for
PVHS (9-4) while Jasmyne Savage
added a hit and an RBI.

Jasmine Brown sparked BC (4-
10) with a double and single while
Sarah Curioli added two singles.

BC 310 010 2 — 7
PVHS 060 211 x — 10
Collins and Brown; McKinnon

and McKechnie

Brewer 7, Brunswick 6
At Brunswick, Emily Lord tri-

pled in the eighth inning to score
Jordan Goodrich, then went on to
score the winning run on a passed
ball for the Brewer Witches.

Lord also collected two singles
while Goodrich singled and fin-
ished with three runs scored. Mi-
kayla Henderson and Libby Hewes
added two singles apiece. Ally
Chapman and Meg Davis com-
bined for six hits from the circle.

For Brunswick, Allie Eck and
Nicole Pelletier each had a single,
scored a run and drove in a pair of
runs. Emily Girardin chipped in
two singles.

Chapman, Davis (5) and Sellers;
Sullivan, Esco (5) and Stinson

Bucksport 11, GSA 1
At Bucksport, Katelin Saunders

pitched a four-hitter while strik-
ing out eight to lead the Bucks past
George Stevens Academy.

Saunders doubled, singled and
had two RBIs to help her cause.

Makenzie Smith (three singles)
and Tyler Dupont (two singles)
each drove in a pair of runs while
Julia Zavalza doubled, singled and
had an RBI.

For the Eagles of Blue Hill, Lily
Cox, Olivia Stevenson, Sarah Mul-
len, and Katrin Cote each singled.

Bucks. 002 702 — 11 13 1
GSA 100 000 0 — 1 4 4

Katahdin 6, Schenck 5
At Stacyville, Kelsey Hamm and

Kaycee Cintron made spectacular

catches in the 7th inning against
Schenck’s comeback attempt to
preserve Katahdin’s eighth win of
the season.

Georgia Landry led the offen-
sive attack with two singles and
two runs scored.

For Schenck, Taylor McLaugh-
lin led the way with three hits and
an RBI. Allison Noodin and Bailey
Porter each recorded two singles
for the Wolverines.

Schenck 100 013 0 — 5
Katahdin 150 000 — 6

Ashland 7, So. Aroostook 4
At Ashland, Cassidy Pelletier

had two singles and three RBIs to
propel the Hornets past Southern
Aroostook.

Micayla Driscoll hit a two-run
double in the decisive fifth inning
and Caitlin Paradis singled twice
for the Hornets.

Lily Leavitt led the way for the
Warriors of Dyer Brook with a
double and a two-run single. Katie
Stevens added two singles.

Both teams are now 9-4.

Mattanawcook 21, Sumner 0
At Lincoln, Katie Tolman dou-

bled, singled and drove in five
runs to propel the Lynx by the Ti-
gers of East Sullivan during Se-
nior Day.

Laci Hanington chipped in with
three singles and three RBIs for the
Lynx, now 11-3. Emma Page contrib-
uted with three singles and Kourt-
ney Thurlow added two doubles
whilebothplayersdrove in tworuns.

Camryn Lyons added a single
and a run while Cheyanne Libby
singled twice and scored three
runs to back up winning pitcher
Haley McLaughlin, who allowed
just one hit in five innings while
striking out 10 and walking
three.

Seniors honored were second
baseman Libby, third baseman
Hanington and center fielder
Lyons.

Ashley Church singled in the
third inning for Sumner, now 2-11.

Sumner 000 00 — 0 1 4
M.A. (13)70 1x — 21 16 0
Hanna and Perry; McLaughlin

and Page

Baseball
Mattanawcook 10, Sumner 2

At Lincoln, Mattanawcook’s JJ
Clements pitched a complete
game, giving up two runs and six
hits while striking out seven, to
earn the win.

Clements was supported by
Brady Pepin with two hits and five
RBI’s while Jordan Hanscom
added a double, single and three
runs scored. Gunner Maxwell col-
lected a double and a single.

Sumner was led by Kayden
Quinn with three hits and a run
scored. Sumner got on board in the
sixth with RBI-singles by Issac
Christianson and Kamen McLean.

The Lynx improve to 10-4 while
the Tigers fall to 4-9.

Sumner 000 002 0 — 2 6 4
MA 021 034 x — 10 10 2
Colson, Christianson (4), Shorey

(6), Perry (6) and Quinn, Grinnan
(6); Clements and Hanscom

PVHS 4, Bangor Christian 3
At Howland, Dakota Batchelder

came on in relief to pitch four
scoreless innings to help the Pe-
nobscot Valley Howlers edge the
Patriots.

Batchelder allowed just two hits
and struck out five while helping
out his cause with a double and
run. Thomas Spencer scored the
game-winning run in the sixth and
finished with two doubles, a sin-
gle, three stolen bases and two
RBIs.

BC’s Josh Palmeter took the
tough-luck loss after scattering six
hits, not walking a batter and
striking out six. Matt Chretien
singled twice while Dean Grass
chipped in with a single and two
runs.

Brewer 3, Brunswick 1
At Brunswick, the Brewer

Witches broke open a scoreless
game in the sixth inning as Jack
Corey doubled home both Jon
Wheaton and Michael Bailey and
held on for the win.

Bailey singled home Alex
Brooks for the first Brewer run.
From the mound, Alex Brooks and
Jack Corey combined for two hits
and six strikeouts.

Alex Larson went the distance
for the Dragons, giving up nine
hits and three runs. Tom Hanson
and Brett MacMillan both had sin-
gles for Brunswick.

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP

Bats impress, but Sox pitchingwill countmost
BY MICHAEL SILVERMAN
BOSTON HERALD

The Red Sox offense is
purring so soundly, func-
tioning at such a high level,
it’s hard to take our eyes off
of it.

But we need to keep an
eye on the prize.

And even though injuries
that appear to be minor
knocked three position play-
ers out of another flattening
of the Colorado Rockies
Wednesday night at Fenway
Park, that most entertaining
diversion known as the Red
Sox lineup remains a side-
show to the main event.

That’s the pitching, and
Wednesday night Steven
Wright served a critical re-
minder that he, along with
David Price and Rick Por-
cello, are the straws that
truly stir the drink around
these parts.

If anybody starts to en-
gage you in a conversation
that centers on the possibil-
ity of Wright’s perch in the
rotation being in some sort
of peril, do that trick where
you make your eyes glaze
over. Or just count to 10 and
walk away.

By consistently deliver-
ing steady, deep starts like
last night — seven-plus in-
nings, seven hits, two earned
runs, two walks, seven
strikeouts — Wright will
help the Red Sox express
train to credibility and con-
tention keep rolling through
the summer.

Wright’s knuckleball was
moving so erratically it sent
catcher Ryan Hanigan to an
early exit, exacerbating his
flu-like symptoms by mak-
ing him chase passed balls
and wild pitches caroming
off the padded walls behind
home plate. Twice Carlos
Gonzalez advanced from
first base to home one bag at
a time, with four of those six
advances coming on balls
that got by Hanigan.

“I don’t know if it was
wild. It was violence to the

knuckleball — hot night,
still air, the ball is going to
have a lot of violence to it,”
manager John Farrell said.
“But when (Wright) needed
to, he was able to get back in
the strike zone, and that’s a
very good fastball-hitting
team, and he was able to
disrupt timing.

“A unique look, obvious-
ly, but tonight he got some
offensive support where
that’s been a little bit lack-
ing on the days in which he
starts. . . . He’s eating in-
nings, he’s pitching quality
innings, giving our bullpen
a down day most of the time
he takes the mound, so a
very solid outing.”

Solid outings. That’s what
every respectable team
needs in order to thrive.

Spectacular outbursts
from the offense are gravy.
Fun, tasty gravy to be sure,
but teams still are required
to win by only one run.
When the schedule begins to
toughen in the coming days
and weeks, the pitching will
have to carry the day for the

Red Sox more often than
not.

Whatever happens to that
fifth spot in the rotation —
keep an eye on Clay Buch-
holz’ start tonight, keep an-
other eye trained on Joe
Kelly — once Eduardo Rodri-
guez returns to action will be
interesting to watch, but it
would be a far more concern-
ing mystery if not for the
kind of quality starts (Wright
has eight in nine tries this
season) being turned in by
the top three starters.

This is no knock at all on
the nightly double-digit feats
of David Ortiz, Jackie Brad-
ley Jr., Xander Bogaerts and
about six or nine others at
the plate this year, but wins
are sponsored by run preven-
tion.

What Wright proved once
again last night is he stands
at or near the top of a Red
Sox rotation that once again
is top-heavy after its pear-
shaped debacle in 2015.

Wright gets it.
The object is to pitch deep

into games, and good things

usually happen. Good things
are happening with the of-
fense, sure, but it all starts
and ends with what Wright,
Price and Porcello are pro-
viding.

“I think that’s every start-
er’s goal, to go as deep as you
can,” said Wright, who was
lifted after allowing a leadoff
single in the eighth inning
on his 117th pitch. “It’s nice
to get deep in the game, save
the bullpen a little bit. That’s
my goal every time. My goal
is nine innings. If I don’t get
nine innings, I’m a little dis-
appointed. I want to go out
there and pitch as many in-
nings as I can, help the team
win. Today, pitching into the
eighth is nice. I’ll take it.”

Everybody’s gobbling up
Bradley’s hitting streak,
Ortiz’ homers and doubles,
Bogaerts’ overall brilliance,
plus everybody else.

But, like the commercials
say, the preceding was
brought to you by the pitch-
ing.

That’s a message we all
can approve.

PETER G. AIKEN | USA TODAY

Boston Red Sox pitcher Steven Wright delivers a pitch last Friday against the Kansas
City Royals at Kauffman Stadium.

Sharks relishing
first appearance
in NHL finals
BY ROSS MCKEON
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

SAN JOSE, California —
The San Jose Sharks are
going to finish their silver
anniversary season chasing
that big silver chalice.

The Stanley Cup Finals
are coming to San Jose.

“It’s pretty neat to get this
doneathome,”Sharksforward
Joe Thornton said. “Fans have
waited pretty long — 25 years.
It’s a great feeling.”

Joel Ward scored two goals
and Martin Jones stopped 24 of
26 shots as the Sharks elimi-
nated the St. Louis Blues with
a 5-2 win in Game 6 on Wednes-
day night at SAP Center.

“It’s just disappointing,”
Blues defenseman Alex Pi-
etrangelo said. “There are a lot
of guys here that have put in a
lot of years, to come this close
is disappointing. You can ap-
preciate (our season) and ac-
complished a lot this year but
it was a pretty quiet room.”

By virtue of winning the
Western Conference title, the
Sharks advance to their first
appearance in the NHL’s ulti-
mate series. San Jose will
open the Stanley Cup Final
against the winner of Thurs-
day night’s Game 7 between
Tampa Bay and Pittsburgh.

“You dream of getting the
chance to play for this,”
Sharks defenseman Brent
Burns said. “We know we’ve
got one more step to take to
really let loose.”

Coming off of a 2014-15 sea-
son in which the Sharks
missed the playoffs for the
first time in 10 years, San Jose
rallied around the Christmas
holidays to finish third in the
Pacific Division with 98
points.

And, unlike a number of
times over the last decade
when expectations ran high
for San Jose, the club basical-
ly flew under the radar head-
ing into this spring’s 16-team
party. Series wins over Los
Angeles in five games and

Nashville in seven set the
Sharks up to their fourth con-
ference championship series.

And this time, after three
past failures, they didn’t dis-
appoint.

“It’s huge for the people
who have been here for so
long,” said forward Joel
Ward, one of a number of key
additions that helped put the
Sharks over the top. “This is
an unbelievable accomplish-
ment for sure.”

“It’s a great night for those
guys,” Sharks coach Peter De-
Boer added.

Despite losing the series
opener, San Jose won four of
the last five in impressive
fashion. The Sharks utilized
four forward lines that pro-
vided speed, a relentless fore-
checking attack, balanced
scoring and contributions
from their big-name stars to
oust St. Louis.

“They were committed a
little bit better than us,” Blues
coach Ken Hitchcock said.
“Their forwards really
worked and put a lot of pres-
sure on us from the backside
— constant pressure. They
had the energy to play that
way. We made some tired de-
cisions late in games, late in
periods, late in shifts that we
hadn’t made.”

Ward scored his second
goal of the game and sixth of
the playoff series at 3:01 of the
third period by deflecting a
Logan Couture feed past
Blues goalie Brian Elliott.

Rookie left winger Joonas
Donskoiiceditwithhisfifthgoal
of the playoffs at 8:11 by convert-
ed another Couture pass. And
Couture capped a three-point
night with an empty-net goal
with 19.7 seconds left.

The Blues snapped Jones
attempt at a third shutout of
the series when St. Louis’ reg-
ular-season leading scorer
Vladimir Tarasenko finally
registered his first point of the
series with a goal at 11:39 and
scored again with an extra at-
tacker at 16:25.

The former UMaine com-
bination guard had spent
the last two seasons as the
head coach at Division III
Wheelock College in Boston,
where her teams went 29-22,
including an 18-7 record last
season en route to a second-
place finish in the New Eng-
land Collegiate Conference.

She began her coaching
career as the head coach at
Dover-Sherborn High
School in Massachusetts
from 2008 to 2010, spent one
season at Harvard, then
guided the Attleboro High
School (Massachusetts) pro-
gram for three seasons.

Traversi also has owned
and operated MT Elite Bas-
ketball Training since 2006,
running its AAU program
that consisted of 12 teams
and more than 300 athletes.

Traversi was a productive
guard at UMaine from 2002
to 2005, earning All-America
East first-team honors as a
senior. Her 1,132 career
points rank 15th in program
history, and she finished
with 295 assists.

Upon her graduation, she
played two seasons profes-
sionally in Sweden.

Thus, Black Bear fans
will have the chance to
watch Traversi’s continued
rise in the coaching world,
and can congratulate Veil-
leux on what may be the end
of her coaching career — at
least for now.

Coaching
Continued from Page B5

Softball
Continued from Page B5

adding that both of her home
runs “felt good coming off
the barrel of the bat.”

The Coyotes used a six-run
fourth-inning rally to take an
8-7 lead.

Kayla Hayward doubled to
trigger the rally, Olivia King
singled and Olivia Westura
delivered the first run with a
bunt on which she was ruled
safe at first when the first
baseman came off the bag.

Natalie St. Louis walked,

and Smith reached on an in-
field error to drive in another
run.

Olivia Albert ripped a two-
run double over the right
fielder’s head to make it 7-6,
and the final two runs scored
on groundouts by Caitlyn
King and Lauren Gasaway.

Richards’ solo homer and
Smith’s three-run shot high-
lighted a seven-run fifth in-
ning before Richards’ three-
run homer keyed a five-run
seventh inning.

Smith came on at the out-
set of the third inning and re-
tired 12 of the first 14 hitters
she faced with nine strike-

outs before Orono rallied in
the seventh.

“I knew I needed to throw
strikes,” said Smith.

“It was a great comeback,”
said Old Town coach Jenn
Plourde. “Mckenna shut
them down and our bats came
alive.”

“Both teams can hit,” said
Orono’s Richards. “I play
with a lot of their girls, and
they’re very respectable play-
ers. They’re fun to play
against.”

“It was pretty crazy,” said
LeClair, who singled and
nearly homered in the sev-
enth only to have her ball hit

the fence for a two-run dou-
ble.

“Our girls hit the ball
well,” said Orono coach Kris-
ten Espling. “It’s good stuff
for our program to play these
better teams.”

Richards had a single to go
with her two homers for Old
Town. Smith had a double
and single to go with her
homer; Hayward doubled and
singled, and St. Louis and
King singled twice each.

Orono’s Richards had a
double to go with her two
homers, and Lizzie White had
three singles. LeClair was
the other repeat hitter.

Olivera draws
82-game suspension

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Atlanta Braves outfielder
Hector Olivera was suspend-
ed for 82 games on Thursday
by Major League Baseball

after violating its domestic
violence policy.

Olivera was the third
player punished under
MLB’s policy and received
the longest suspension by
far. He was arrested in April
after an incident involving a
woman in Arlington, Va.,
near where the Braves were

playing the Washington Na-
tionals. There will be no ap-
peal from Olivera. The sus-
pension extends through
Aug. 1 without pay.

Baseball’s previous suspen-
sions under its domestic vio-
lence policy included 30 games
for New York Yankees reliev-
er Aroldis Chapman and 51

games for Colorado Rockies
shortstop Jose Reyes at the
start of the 2016 season.

The 31-year-old Olivera
has not played since April
while on paid administra-
tive leave after he was
charged with misdemeanor
assault and battery for his
alleged actions at a hotel.


