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as he works back from a torn
ACL suffered last Nov. 8
against the Washington Red-
skins. It’s been a tumultuous
first year-plus in New Eng-
land for the dynamic passing
back.

He joined the team on a fu-
tures contract in December of
2014, and was a breakout star
in seven games early last sea-
son with 622 yards from
scrimmage, including 36 re-
ceptions, earning a contract
extension before he landed on
injured reserve.

“A little rusty,” Lewis said
shortly after his return to the
practice field. “Just trying to
be myself again. Still trying to
get better and stronger every
day. Felt OK. Happy to be
back out there with my team-
mates. It’s been a while, so,
just having fun. Good to be
part of the team again.

“I’m just following the
trainers’ advice and doing
whatever they tell me to do.
Following their lead and

working as hard as I can.
Every day is different. I just
do what I’m told.”

Lewis admitted it was “ex-
tremely hard” watching the
second half of last season and
the playoffs as an injured by-
stander in New England for a
team that eventually came up
short in the AFC title game in
Denver.

“We’ve got a long way to
go, high expectations. I
wouldn’t consider it a mile-
stone or a checkpoint. I just
consider it another day work-
ing,” he said.

Certainly seeing
Gronkowski and Lewis — ar-
guably New England’s two
most athletic offensive stars
— back on the field for prac-
tice is a bright spot for quar-
terback Tom Brady and Patri-
ots fans.

Even though the likes of
wide receivers Julian Edel-
man (foot) and Danny Amen-
dola (knee) remained absent
from the field, it’s a step to-
ward putting together the full
complement of weapons that
might be among the best
Brady’s had to work with in a
long time.

Patriots
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Another race up in smoke for Kyle Busch
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BROOKLYN, Michigan —
The 2016 season has been a
feast-or-famine year for Kyle
Busch and lately it’s been all
famine.

Just past the 50-lap mark
of Sunday’s
FireKeep-
ers 400
N A S C A R
Sprint Cup Series race at
Michigan International
Speedway, the engine in
Busch’s No. 18 Joe Gibbs
Racing began spewing fire
from underneath the chassis
and filling the driver’s com-
partment with smoke.

Busch unpinned his win-
dow net, drove his car to the
garage and exited the race in
40th place, the first driver
out.

That marked the fourth
straight event in which
Busch has finished 30th or
worse and the sixth time in
15 races he has run 25th or
worse.

On the other hand, Busch
has finished in the top four

on nine occasions and has
three victories to his credit,
most in the series so far this
year.

“Just been feeling the
motor kind of going south
for about 30
laps or so
and it finally
let go,”
Busch said
of Sunday’s
failure. “At
least there
was plenty
of warning,
and I knew it
was going to get hot in there,
and it certainly did once it
let go and it was on fire. It’s
just been a dismal month,
just haven’t been able to hit
anything and get good fin-
ishes going.

“Our car has been really
fast and (crew chief) Adam
(Stevens) and the guys have
been doing a great job get-
ting us good stuff to the race
track, but it just wasn’t our
day today… We started out
the season good and strong
and had some top fives and

such, so it was a good foun-
dation for us to build off of.
We’d like to be able to get
our luck turned around and
get back to finishing races
where we know we can.”
Earnhardt an early casualty

of close racing
With NASCAR’s new low-

er-downforce aerodynamic
package in place for Sun-
day’s race at Michigan,
drivers went three-wide at
their own peril, often with
disastrous results.

Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s
Chevrolet was the middle
car in a three-wide sand-
wich on the backstretch
when Chris Buescher’s Ford
got loose, whacked the left
rear of Earnhardt’s car and
knocked it into the side of
AJ Allmendinger’s Chevy.

Buescher was the only
driver able to continue, as
Allmendinger and Earn-
hardt went to the garage in
38th and 39th place, respec-
tively.

“We were in the middle
there, and the No. 34 (Bue-
scher) ran into the left-rear

quarter panel and knocked
us in the fence,” Earnhardt
said after the wreck. “He
must have just lost the nose
of his car. I hate it, but you
try to take care of each other
out there. We all try to race
hard, and I wish he would
have taken better care of us.

“He just lost the car and hit
the quarter panel. It happens,
though. I’m angry, but I won’t
be too upset about it later. It’s
frustrating right now because
we had a good car, and I was
happy with the way the car
drove. We had good speed —
we just needed to continue to
work on getting our track po-
sition and we were doing
that. We won’t get a chance to
get the finish I think we could
have got today.”

But Earnhardt has a
knack for finding the silver
lining in any situation. With
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries getting a week off this
coming week, Earnhardt
posted the following on his
Twitter account:

“The car was good today
and getting faster. Easy top

10. Haven’t been wrecked in
a while but that is part of
racing. Vacation starts
early.”

NASCARpleasedwith
new aero package

The new lower-downforce
aerodynamic package under
evaluation for 2017 got its
first test in a points race at
Michigan, and NASCAR of-
ficials liked what they saw
in the 400-miler.

“It was definitely differ-
ent than we’ve seen here be-
fore, a lot of action on the
restarts, a lot of movement
there,” said Scott Miller,
NASCAR’s senior vice presi-
dent of competition. “Obvi-
ously, we all watched it get
strung out a little bit, which
we weren’t hoping for lon-
ger into the runs.

“I think we saw a lot of
things that we liked, some
other things that may need a
little bit of reevaluating, but
I think overall, for such a
big move in downforce, that
it was a really pretty suc-
cessful day and something
that we can build on.”

If the new configuration,
or a variation thereof, is ad-
opted for next year, Good-
year will have time to build
a tire designed for the new
package and the track.

“I think we probably need
to come back to a bit more
work on the tires, which
these tires have not been
tuned to this package, so we’ll
work with our Goodyear
folks,” said Gene Stefa-
nyshyn, NASCAR senior vice
president, innovation and
racing development. “Proba-
bly a bit handicapped by the
entry speeds being pretty
high (reaching roughly 218
mph), so still that creates
some aero effects, so that’s
something we’ll look at.

“But again, this has been
planned as a two to three
step process. We’re off to
Kentucky tomorrow (for an
organizational test on Mon-
day and Tuesday), and then
we’ll be on the track at Ken-
tucky (July 9) — shorter
track, lower speeds and all
that, so we’ll see how that all
comes together.”

NASCAR
NOTEBOOK
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Baylor donors want Briles back
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Some of Baylor’s biggest
donors reportedly are push-
ing to bring back Art Briles
as football coach in 2017.

USA TODAY Sports re-
ported Monday that a “small
minority” of Baylor donors
want Briles to serve a one-
year suspension and then
return to coaching, but the
newspaper reported it was
“unlikely” to happen.

Horns Digest reported that
the Baylor board of regents
would vote Monday night on
whether to bring back Briles,
citing a source. Waco televi-
sion station KWTX, citing
sources, also reported that a
“very close” vote was sched-
uled for Monday.

Baylor suspended Briles
on May 26 “with an intent to
terminate” amid the contro-
versy over the school’s han-
dling of rape allegations in-
volving football players.

In the wake of an investi-
gation detailing a pattern of

sexual assaults at the school,
president Ken Starr was re-
moved and athletic director
Ian McCaw resigned. Starr
also later resigned from his
new posi-
tion as
chancellor
but will
continue to
teach in the
law school.

Accord -
ing to
KCEN-TV,
Bears play-
ers have been informed of
the plan to try to bring back
Briles.

“We don’t know yet. We’d
like to see that,” Bob Simp-
son, a co-owner of the Texas
Rangers and Baylor donor,
told the Dallas Morning
News.

Briles, 60, was 65-37 in
eight seasons while taking
the program to unprecedent-
ed heights. The Bears have
won 10 or more games in
four of the past five seasons.

Briles had eight years left
on his contract when he was
let go amid detailed findings
that revealed the football
program turned a cold
shoulder to alleged victims
of sexual assault and vio-
lence.

Briles’ dismissal was
prompted by the findings of
independent law firm Pep-
per Hamilton, LLP, which
conducted an investigation
into how the school handled
numerous alleged sexual as-
saults, including incidents
involving several Baylor
football players.

Baylor hired former
Wake Forest coach Jim
Grobe as interim coach on
May 30. Since the decision to
severe ties with Briles, the
majority of players in the
2017 recruiting class have
backed out of their commit-
ments and some of the in-
coming players have re-
quested to be allowed to
leave and enroll at other
schools.

Legendary hockey
coach dies at 76

Ron Mason, the second-
winningest coach in college
hockey history, died early
Monday morning in Haslett,
Michigan, of an apparent
heart attack, according to a
Detroit Free Press report.

The former Michigan State
coach and athletic director
was 76.

“Coach Mason defined
what it means to be a Spar-
tan,” Michigan State Presi-
dent Lou Anna K. Simon said
in a news release. “His relent-
less quest for excellence on
and off the rink made every-
one around him better. He
truly created a Spartan hock-
ey family in which the focus
was on collective success
rather than worrying about
who received credit. That
drive translated into great ac-
complishments on the ice and
in life for all those fortunate
enough to work with or play
for him.”

MSU Director of Athletics
Mark Hollis met Mason when
Hollis was a student at MSU
in the early 1980s.

“I admired him as a coach
and leader at that time and
developed great respect for
his commitment to success
and student-athletes,” Hollis
said. “Having the opportunity
to work for Ron in my transi-
tion to the athletics director’s
chair was invaluable. He was
a great person and a great
friend.”

MSU hockey coach Tom
Anastos said Monday was a
sad day for the hockey world.

“Not only was Ron a leg-
endary figure at Michigan
State, but his contributions to
college hockey were remark-
able,” said Anastos, who
played four seasons for
Mason. “I loved learning from
his competitive spirit and his
relentless commitment to ex-
cellence. Being a part of the
championship teams he cre-
ated here at MSU was truly
special and something I’ll
have forever. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his wife,
Marion, his daughters, Cindy
and Tracey, and all of his fam-
ily.”

Tracey Mason is the for-

mer wife of late University of
Maine men’s hockey coach
ShawnWalsh,andRonMason
also was Walsh’s mentor and
coach.

Mason, an Ontario native,
spent 36 years (1966-2002) be-
hind the bench in college
hockey, and finished his
coaching career with a record
of 924-380-83. In 23 years at
MSU (1979-2002), he posted a
635-270-69 mark.

Mason’s career highlights
include an NCAA champion-
ship at Michigan State in 1986
and an NAIA Championship
with Lake Superior State in
1972. He led MSU to 17 CCHA
regular-season and playoff ti-
tles and guided 23 teams to the
NCAA Tournament, an all-
time record. In addition, he
coached 35 All-Americans
and 50 former Spartans who
went on to establish careers
in the NHL.

Mason served as MSU’s
athletics director from 2002-07
when MSU teams captured 11
conference championships
(regular season and postsea-
son combined) and one na-
tional championship (hockey,
2007). In addition, MSU was
represented at the NCAA
Championships 76 times, in-
cluding Final Four/Frozen
Four appearances by men’s
basketball (2005), women’s
basketball (2005), field hockey
(2002 and 2004) and ice hockey
(2007).

In December 2013, Mason
was inducted into the United
States Hockey Hall of Fame.

“It’s definitely something
special. You dream about win-
ning the lottery, but not some-
thing like this,” said Mason at
the time. “If you’ve put a lot of
years in, like I did as a player,
coach or athletics director,
it’s nice to be rewarded at the
end of it. It tells you that you
did some things right, you
worked hard and you loved
your profession.

“I never thought I was ever
going to be a coach. I wanted
to be a teacher and a profes-
sor. As it turns out, I was able
to do a little bit of both — I was
able to teach and I was able to
coach.”

Patsmustmake changes
after latest NFL rule tweak
BY JOON LEE
WASHINGTON POST

New England Patriots
Coach Bill Belichick has al-
ways been known for his
quirks when it comes to the
operation of his football
team. One of these quirks
over the last few years has
been having his players
practice without numbers
on their jerseys during off-
season workouts.

A new rule instituted by
the NFL aims to change
that, according to Mike
Reiss of ESPN. All players
will now be required to wear
jersey numbers while on the
field for organized team ac-
tivities and mandatory
minicamp. According to
NFL spokesman Brian Mc-
Carthy, the rules were insti-
tuted to better track compli-
ance rules regarding players
practicing, including those
injured who should not be

participating in football ac-
tivities.

Belichick, taking cues
from legendary Pittsburgh
Steelers coach Chuck Noll,
enjoyed using numberless

jerseys to
force his
players to
talk more on
the field and
to get to
know each
other be-
yond just the
number on
their jersey.

The rule change marks
the second straight offsea-
son where the NFL has
made a rule change seem-
ingly in response to the Pa-
triots. Last year, the league
changed rules regarding eli-
gible receivers wearing in-
eligible number after com-
plaints from the Baltimore
Ravens following their play-
off loss to New England.

Briles

Belichick

Colonial win buried Spieth’sMasters nightmare
BYMARK LAMPORT-STOKES
REUTERS

OAKMONT, Pennsylva-
nia — Jordan Spieth has a
spring in his step ahead of
his title defense at this
week’s U.S. Open, saying
that he banished memories
of his Masters meltdown by
winning the Colonial tour-
nament last month.

Spieth was also the de-
fending champion at the
Masters in April when the
prized Green Jacket ap-
peared to be firmly in his
grasp as he stormed five
strokes clear with just nine
holes to play at Augusta Na-
tional.

Though he stunningly
threw away the title as he
bogeyed 10 and 11 before a
shocking quadruple-bogey
at the par-three 12th, he re-
bounded just three PGA
Tour starts later when he
claimed the Colonial by
three strokes.

“If you’re coming off a re-
cent win, getting back into

contention is a more natural
state,” Spieth told reporters
at Oakmont on Monday
about the impact of his Colo-
nial win on this week’s
major championship.

“If you’re coming off kind
of a heartbreaking loss, get-
ting back into contention
can be fearful, and you’ve
just got to push through the
fear. When I say the fear, the
potential for bad memories
to pop up, right?

“And I feel like we got
through that. Although our
last major we were in con-
tention was the Masters, I
think I’ll be able to draw on
a lot of pretty special major
experiences if I can’t bring it
off the Colonial experience
itself.”

Spieth, who has won two
of the last five majors
played, said he had felt the
pressure of contending at
the Colonial following his
Masters disappointment,
which made his birdie-bird-
ie-birdie finish there to win
even sweeter.

“It was definitely difficult
at Colonial,” said the world
number two. “I really felt it
there and that was a huge
week, especially to win be-
fore any of the next majors
… to actually win a tourna-
ment.

“Not just contend, but to
actually close one out. So
now I can draw back on
those last few holes, the
pressure that I felt and the
speed control and kind of
the control of the ball to the
most minute detail.

“So honestly, I think it
(the Masters meltdown) is
out of our heads now just
from that one experience at
Colonial.”

Asked to explain how he
been able to contend in the
last five majors he has
played, Spieth replied: “I
think a combination of real-
ly feeling like we get into
these courses and spend
more and more time dissect-
ing … the time that we put
in at a major.

“You can’t put that in

every single week. There’s
just not enough time there.
You’ll wear yourself out.
You can’t play more than a
couple weeks at a time.”

OPEN NOTES: Tiger
Woods announced on his
website that he will not play
in the U.S. Open or the
Quicken Loans National, the
tournament he hosts that
benefits the Tiger Woods
Foundation, the following
week. Woods, 40, has not
played since undergoing a
third procedure on his back
after he tied for 10th last Au-
gust in the Wyndham Cham-
pionship. “While I continue
to work hard on getting
healthy, I am not physically
ready to play in this year’s
U.S. Open and the Quicken
Loans National,” Woods said
in the statement. “I am mak-
ing progress, but I’m not yet
ready for tournament compe-
tition. I want to thank every-
one for their continued sup-
port. The positive texts,
emails and calls I have re-
ceived have been incredible.


