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LeBron answers
critics gives Cavs
life in NBA Finals
BY FRANK PINGUE
REUTERS

LeBron James responded
emphatically to critics with
a transcendent NBA Finals
performance that not only
kept the Cleveland Cava-
liers’ season alive but may
have put a seed of doubt into
the minds of the Golden
State Warriors.

James and teammate
Kyrie Irving scored 41
points each for a desperate
Cavaliers team that took ad-
vantage of the Warriors’
playing without suspended
defensive stalwart Dray-
mond Green to pull within
3-2 in the best-of-seven NBA
Finals Monday night.

The 112-97 victory marked
the first step in the Cavs’ bid
to become the only team to
rebound from a 3-1 deficit in
the NBA Finals and win the
championship. They will
host the Warriors in Game 6
on Thursday night.

“I finally did a great job of
not turning the ball over
and got to my spots, got my
teammates involved. Just
tried to put us in position to
be successful,” James said
after Game 5.

“Obviously it’s not al-
ways a bed of roses on the
court for 48 minutes, but
you just try to go out there
and trust your keys. That’s
something I’m very comfort-
able with, and I’ve been
comfortable with before in
the past.”

James, one of the greatest
NBA players of all-time, had
been criticized by some on-
lookers early in the series
for failing to step up and
take over in a Finals game.

But thanks to James,
whose 16 rebounds and
seven assists were more
than any other player on the
court during Game 5, the
Cavaliers appear to have a
legitimate chance to pull off
the greatest NBA Finals es-
cape act.

Cleveland will surely like
their chances back at the
Quicken Loans Arena, where
they have lost once all post-
season. And if they manage to
force a decisive seventh game
back in Oakland, all the pres-
sure would be on the top-seed-
ed Warriors.

“We get to go back home,
and we’ve played well there
all year,” said Cavaliers for-
ward Kevin Love. “We love

playing there in front of the
home fans, so this is a good
opportunity for us to get one.”

But the Warriors, who
won a record 73 wins during
the 82-game regular season,
are not about to panic as the
championship repeat they
have targeted since the start
of the season in October re-

mains one win from reality.
For the Warriors, another

NBA title would be the only
way to crown their record-
setting season.

“So we go back to Cleve-
land and tee it up again,”
said Warriors coach Steve
Kerr. “But I like our posi-
tion a lot better than theirs.”

Rose discredits Ichiro’s resume
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Miami Marlins outfielder
Ichiro Suzuki is on the verge
of passing Pete Rose for
overall number of hits.

Yet Rose doesn’t want to
hear any
suggestion
that his ma-
jor - league
record of 4,256 hits is being
broken.

Suzuki is one hit behind
Rose entering Tuesday’s
game against the San Diego
Padres. But in Rose’s eyes,
he will remain the all-time
hit king.

“It sounds like in Japan,
they’re trying to make me
the Hit Queen,” Rose told
USA TODAY Sports. “I’m
not trying to take anything
away from Ichiro, he’s had a
Hall of Fame career, but the
next thing you know, they’ll
be counting his high-school
hits.

“I don’t think you’re

going to find anybody with
credibility say that Japa-
nese baseball is equivalent
to major-league baseball.
There are too many guys
that fail here, and then be-
come household names
there, like Tuffy Rhodes.
How can he not do anything
here, and hit 55 home runs
(in 2001) over there? It has
something to do with the
caliber of personnel.”

The issue stems from Su-
zuki accumulating 1,278 of
his hits in Japan before com-
ing over to the major
leagues. He has 2,977 hits in
the majors.

Suzuki has crept up qui-
etly on Rose’s total as there
has been little media talk of
the accomplishment until
this week.

Suzuki’s chase is a big
deal in Japan and each of his
games with the Marlins is
being nationally televised
throughout the country.

“I would be happy if peo-

ple covered it or wrote about
it,” Suzuki told USA Today,
“but I really would not care
if it wasn’t a big deal. To be
quite honest, I’m just going
out and doing what I do.

“What I care about is my
teammates and people close
to me celebrating it togeth-
er, that’s what’s most impor-
tant to me.”

Marlins manager Don
Mattingly understands the
debate but has seen enough
of Suzuki over the years to
know he’s a terrific hitter.

“It’s hard to compare, but
it’s a lot of hits no matter how
you slice it,” Mattingly told
reporters. “We’ve had a num-
ber of Japanese players come
over and be really successful.
To say it’s minor-league and
major-league numbers, that’s
not quite fair.

“The fact is that he’s
going to have 3,000 hits here,
and to have all of those hits
in Japan, too, tells you how
special he is. The hits over

there are hits against good
quality pitching, basically
major league-caliber play-
ers, so they’re legitimate for
sure.”

Suzuki had three hits and
scored three runs in Mon-
day’s 13-4 trouncing of the
Padres to raise his season
average to .350.

San Diego is starting left-
hander Drew Pomeranz on
Tuesday and Mattingly
wasn’t committing to Suzuki
being in the starting lineup.

Pirates ace on 15-day DL
The Pittsburgh Pirates

placed ace Gerrit Cole on
the 15-day disabled list and
recalled fellow right-hand-
er Jameson Taillon to start
Tuesday’s game against the
New York Mets.

Cole suffered a right tri-
ceps strain in Friday’s con-
test againset St. Louis and
exited one batter into the
third inning. Tuesday’s move
is retroactive to June 11.

Machado, Tillman
paceOrioles past
Sox for East lead
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — Manny
Machado’s two-run blast
coupled with seven strong
innings from Chris Till-
man helped the Baltimore
Orioles reclaim first place
in the American League
East with a 3-2 victory over
the Boston Red Sox on
Tuesday night at Fenway
Park.

Baltimore (37-26) took a
one-game lead over Boston
(36-27) in the division
standings.

Jonathan Schoop added
a solo home run for the Ori-
oles, who have outscored
the Red Sox 54-40 in win-
ning five of their first eight
meetings this season.

Tillman (9-1) allowed one
run, five hits and two walks
while striking out seven.
He threw a season-high 120
pitches, giving up his lone
run on his 111th pitch — a
solo homer to Jackie Brad-
ley Jr. Tillman has won
eight straight decisions
and hasn’t lost since April
14.

Zach Britton recorded a
five-out save, his 20th of
the season.

Hanley Ramirez also
drove in a run for the Red
Sox.

David Price (7-4) was
again a hard-luck loser for
Boston, taking the loss de-
spite a quality start with

three runs on five hits and
11 strikeouts in eight in-
nings.

Price allowed two runs
over eight innings in his
last start, a 2-1 loss at San
Francisco on Wednesday.

Machado tucked his
homer around Pesky’s Pole
in right to put Baltimore
ahead early.

A golden opportunity for
Boston was wasted after
Tillman walked the slump-
ing Travis Shaw to load the
bases with two outs in the
second, bringing Christian
Vazquez to the plate.

Vazquez worked a 3-1
count, but rolled a ground-
er to second to end the in-
ning.

Bradley’s straightaway
blast put the Red Sox on the
board in the seventh.

Baltimore got the run
back an inning later on
Schoop’s towering homer
to left off Price.

Britton was called on
early, entering with run-
ners on the corners and
one out in the eighth. He
proceeded to strike out
David Ortiz, but gave up an
RBI single to Ramirez that
made it 3-2.

Bradley’s grounder back
to the mound in the next
at-bat got the Orioles out of
the jam.

Britton struck out the
side to seal the win in the
ninth.

Finalists named for
MissMaine award

High school softball
standouts Emily Gilmore
of Bangor and Karli The-
berge of
H e r m o n
are two of
nine who
have been
named fi-
nalists for the Miss Maine
Softball award by the
Maine Softball Coaches As-
sociation.

The award, given to the
state’s top senior, will be an-
nounced at the Senior
North-South All-Star games
on Thursday, June 23, at
Cony High School in Augus-
ta.

The other finalists are
Madison’s Aly LeBlanc, Bid-
deford’s Kirsten Lebreux

and Erin Martin, York’s
Stephanie Rundlett, Scar-
borough’s Maggie Murphy,
Sanford’s Jen Jones and
Messalonskee of Oakland’s
Kirsten Pelletier.

The C-D all-star game will
be held at 4 p.m., followed by
the A-B contest at 7 p.m.

The coaches association
also will host an Underclass
Showcase on Tuesday, June
21, at St. Joseph’s College in
Standish, with the fresh-
man/sophomore game at
3:30 p.m. and the junior
game at 6:30 p.m.

Maine senior all-stars will
compete against their New
Hampshire counterparts at 4
p.m. Thursday, June 28, at
Spaulding High School in
Rochester, New Hampshire.

lege’s Jerry York, Michi-
gan’s Red Berenson and for-
mer Boston University
coach Jack Parker gradual-
ly changed the landscape of
college hockey. They
groomed players to play in
the NHL.

Fifty of Mason’s former
Spartans have worn or are
wearing NHL jerseys.

Mason also was innova-
tive. He and Berenson start-
ed a trend by having their
teams play the first outdoor
hockey game at Spartan Sta-
dium in East Lansing, Mich-
igan, on Oct. 6, 2004. It at-
tracted 74,544, which repre-
sented the largest crowd to
ever watch a hockey game.

There have been dozens of
such outdoor games since
then, both at the college and
the NHL levels.

Mason, who has been in-
ducted into several halls of
fame, was a classy man as
well as being an exceptional
coach.

I enjoyed talking to him
because he was always an
engaging interview. He was
candid, insightful and had a
good sense of humor.

He cared deeply about his
players and about growing
the college game.

It was coaches like
Mason who elevated the
college game to the level it
is now.

In the 2000-01 season, 20
percent of NHL rosters were
comprised of college players.
Now it is over 31 percent.

He had to be proud of col-
lege hockey’s growth.

The Frozen Four has be-
come an attractive event for
major venues. When the
2018 Frozen Four is held at
the Xcel Energy Center in
St. Paul, Minnesota, it will
mark the 16th time in 17
years that it will have been
played in an NHL rink.

It only seemed fitting that
the Stanley Cup-winning Pitts-
burgh Penguins tied a record
for most U.S. college players on
its roster (13)andset therecord
for most in the final (11).

Mason will be missed, but
his legacy will live on.

The 22-year-old Fullmer had
four saves in 2015 to tie for the
team lead. He was 1-1 with a
3.75 ERA over 57ª innings. He
appeared in 21 games, includ-
ing 20 relief appearances.

He said he has gained con-
fidence over the past few
years that he will take into
his pro career and will main-

tain his aggressive mindset.
“I’m going to attack the hit-

tersthebestIcan,”saidFullmer,
who considers his slider his
bread-and-butter pitch.

He also throws two- and
four-seam fastballs that run
in the high-80s velocity-wise
along with a splitter.

He said it doesn’t matter
to him whether he is a closer
or a reliever.

“I’m just very thankful to
be getting the opportunity,”
he said.
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A triumphant Shawn Walsh, with his son, Tyler, waves to
fans at Alfond Arena in Orono after the University of
Maine Black Bears returned home on April 5, 1993, after
winning the national men’s hockey championship.

KELLEY L COX | USA TODAY SPORTS

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (right) moves
to the basket against Golden State Warriors guard Lean-
dro Barbosa during the second half in Game 5 of the NBA
Finals at Oracle Arena on Monday.
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Sharapova appeals 2-year ban for doping
REUTERS

LONDON — Five-time
grand slam champion Maria
Sharapova is seeking to
have her two-year doping
ban wiped out or reduced as
she lodged an appeal with
the Court of Arbitration for
Sport on Tuesday.

The 29-year-old Russian
was banned by the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation
earlier this month following
a positive test for the banned
drug meldonium during
January’s Australian Open.

“In her appeal to the
CAS, Ms. Sharapova seeks
the annulment of the Tri-
bunal’s decision to sanc-

tion her
with a two-
year period
of ineligibil-
ity further
to an anti-
doping rule
violation,”
sport’s high-
est tribunal
said in a statement.

“Ms. Sharapova submits
that the period of ineligibility
should be eliminated, or in the
alternative, reduced.”

The statement added that
her case had been expedited
and a ruling would be made
by July 18 at the latest,
which means Sharapova
still harbors hopes of com-

peting at the Rio Olympics
in August provided her ban
is reduced to time already
served.

The former world num-
ber one was named in Rus-
sia’s official entry list for
the Olympics tennis tourna-
ment.

Sharapova had called the
ITF’s ruling “unfairly
harsh” as an independent
tribunal had found that she
had not intentionally violat-
ed anti-doping rules.

Meldonium was added
to WADA’s list of banned
substances at the start of
the year after mounting
evidence that it boosted
blood flow and enhanced

athletic performance.
The World Anti-Doping

Agency said in a statement
on Tuesday that it reviewed
the tribunal’s decision and
confirmed it would not be
using its independent right
to appeal to CAS.

About 180 athletes have
tested positive for the drug,
manufactured in Latvia and
common throughout eastern
Europe, since January.

Sharapova stunned the
sporting world in March
when she announced that
she had tested positive for
meldonium, a component of
a product named Mildronate
which she has taken since
2006 for health issues.

Sharapova

Madawaska to face
Stearns in softball final

MADAWASKA — Desiree
Belanger slammed a two-
run triple to lead the No. 3
Madawaska Owls by the No.
10 Highview Christian Acad-
emy Knights 10-5 in a Class
D North softball semifinal
Tuesday.

Madawaska advanced to
Wednesday’s championship
at 7 p.m. against top-ranked
and defending champion
Stearns of Millinocket at

Coffin Field in Brewer.
Aspen Cote added two

singles and two RBIs for 11-4
Madawaska.

For the 9-9 Knights of
Charleston, Megan McDon-
ald, Michaela Hill and Cas-
sidy Burns each had singles.
Highview 020 101 1 — 5 3 4
Madawaska 004 015 x —
10 8 3

McDonald, Hill (5) and
Burns; Dugal and Nadeau

HIGH
SCHOOL

SOFTBALL

Bulls mulling swap to
Celtics for No. 3 pick
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Chicago Bulls All-Star
guard Jimmy Butler could
be available in trade, and
the Celtics reportedly are
interested in dealing the
No. 3 overall pick in the
2016 draft to bring him to
Boston.

Providence point guard
Kris Dunn, Oklahoma
shooting guard Buddy
Hield and Kentucky shoot-
ing guard Jamal Murray
would be the top-rated
prospects available to the
Bulls, who have reported-
ly considered trading
point guard Derrick Rose
this offseason.

The Bulls could also
have interest in Celtics
guards Avery Bradley and
Isaiah Thomas, who
emerged as Boston’s go-to
scorer last season.

General manager Danny
Ainge is driven to land a

marquee free agent and
reportedly is focused on
Hawks All-Star forward
Al Horford, and Boston is
considered a long-shot op-
tion for Kevin Durant
when free agency begins
July 1.

Trading other assets
will open the Celtics’ cof-
fers for such a move.

The Bulls are in rebuild-
ing mode after missing the
playoffs and expect to lose
forward Pau Gasol in the
roster remake under sec-
ond-year coach Fred Hoi-
berg. Trading star players
has not been a strategy em-
ployed by John Paxson as
president and right-hand
man Gar Forman.

Given opportunities to
trade starters such as
Luol Deng and Joakim
Noah in the past, Paxson
typically resisted before
unloading Deng later in
his contract.


