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Boston Red Sox slugger
David Ortiz wishes he had
held off on his retirement
announcement because of
the distractions he has faced
during the season.

Ortiz said his final season
has evolved into a farewell
tour similar to what Derek
Jeter and Kobe Bryant expe-
rienced recently, and the
extra attention has impact-
ed the 40-year-old’s prepara-
tion for games.

“I’m too busy. I have too
many things to do. I barely
have time to do anything,”
Ortiz told ESPN Deportes.
“It’s very difficult for me. If I
had even imagined that it
would be so difficult, I
wouldn’t have announced
anything. There are too
many people I have to pay
attention to, and on top of
that, I have to prepare for a
game.”

Ortiz doesn’t regret,
though, his decision to retire
at the end of the season be-
cause of the pain he constant-

ly experiences in his feet.
“Everything hurts,” he

said. “It even hurts to think.
Last time I reached second
after a double, I almost called
for a timeout so they would
get me out of the game. I can
barely run because my feet
hurt so much. I am in severe
pain.

“One often tries to live in
the moment and even when
your body is saying no, you
say yes, even when your
body says not to. Only men-
tal strength convinces you
that you can continue. Men-
tal strength tells you that
you can keep at it. But the
body is a machine; it will

give out and will send you a
bill.”

Despite the pain, Ortiz is
still playing well at age 40. In
fact, he is having arguably
one of his best seasons.

Ortiz leads the major
leagues in extra-base hits
with 48, doubles with 29,
slugging percentage (.729)
and OPS (1.133). He is batting
.342 with 18 home runs and
59 RBIs.

“I would love to play a
couple more years because
this is what I know, and this
is what I like to do and you
see how people treat me,”
Ortiz said. “But, unfortu-
nately, when your body tells
you it’s enough, it’s enough.
You have no idea the magic I
have to do to play ball every
day. Well, actually it’s not
magic, it’s work.

“Magicians do a trick and
only fool you for a little while
until you figure it out. It’s
work; working hard in the
cage every day. Hard work is
the only thing that gives you
consistency in this game.
Nothing else,” he said.
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evaluating players. He has a
photographic memory,”
King said.

Adams and Belichick
were teammates at Phillips
Academy Andover in Mas-
sachusetts.

New England also lost a
first-round pick for this past
year’s draft because of De-
flategate, which has left a
bitter taste in the mouths of
Brock and King.

“That has gone on way too
long. It’s a non-story. The
NFL is going after an inno-
cent man [quarterback Tom
Brady],” said Brock.

“It’s crazy. It doesn’t
make any sense to me. I
think the commissioner
[Roger Goodell] got in so
deep, there was no way out.
He didn’t want to have to
wipe egg off his face,” said
King. “I think he got some
bad advice from the people
around him, people in the
league office who came
from other franchises who
have a bone to pick with the
Patriots.”

King said the fact the Pa-
triots have overcome so
much adversity by making
so many smart personnel de-
cisions has created envy in
the league.

“They’re smarter than
most of the league, which is
why they are disliked,” King
said.

He said the acquisition of
6-foot-7 tight end Martellus
Bennett from Chicago to go
with 6-6 All-Pro tight end
Rob Gronkowski is going to
be a big boost. Gronkowski
and Bennett lead NFL tight
ends in yards gained after
the catch since 2013.

He also likes that they
picked up linebacker Shea
McClellin from Chicago to
help keep veteran lineback-
er Rob Ninkovich fresh.

King speculated that sec-
ond-year defensive end Trey
Flowers, who missed last
season because of injury,
could be a solid performer
this season and another de-
fensive end, Jabaal Sheard,
who had eight sacks last
year, could have a big sea-
son because he is in a con-
tract year.

“They’ve made some
other acquisitions in the in-

terior line. They could have
one of the better defenses
around,” said King.

Brock, who played every
position on the offensive
line during his 12-year ca-
reer and earned the Unsung
Hero Award, the Jim Lee
Hunt Award for best Patriot
lineman and the Ed Block
Courage Award, helped lead
the Patriots to the 1986
Super Bowl.

He said “just being able to
help the team” is one of his
career highlights along with
“being able to line up next to
[NFL Hall of Famer] John
Hannah, take snaps from
Steve Grogan and have de-
fensive captain Steve Nel-
son as my locker mate for
most of my career.”

Beating Miami 31-14 in
the 1986 AFC championship
game was the high point of
his career.

King, who was chosen to
the Patriots’ All-1970s team,
said playing on the 1976-77
squad that went 11-3 after
posting a 3-11 mark the pre-
vious season was the high-
light.

The Patriots lost a heart-
breaker to eventual Super
Bowl champ Oakland 24-21
in their AFC semifinal.

“Had we won that game,
there is no doubt in my mind
we would have beaten Pitts-
burgh [in the AFC champi-
onship game] because Pitts-
burgh had so many injuries,
and Minnesota in the Super
Bowl,” said King.

Brock and King enjoy put-
ting on three-hour, noncon-
tact clinics across New Eng-
land. They are doing 20 this
year and will bring a num-
ber of other alumni with
them. It is their 11th year
conducting clinics.

Youngsters get to try dif-
ferent positions and are
taught life lessons such as
the importance of academ-
ics.

King said Brock deserves
all the credit for putting ev-
erything together.

“This is our first year in
Bangor, and we couldn’t be
more thrilled,” said Brock.
“We had over 220 kids pre-
registered, and that’s phe-
nomenal for our first
year.”

Former Patriots lineback-
er Vernon Crawford, full-
back Patrick Pass and assis-
tant coach Rich Buffington
also were part of the clinic.

Four-timeAll-StarVincent Lecavalier retires
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Four-time National Hockey League All-
Star Vincent Lecavalier announced his re-
tirement Tuesday to officially end a 17-year
career.

Lecavalier, 36, spent the
first 14 years of his career
with the Tampa Bay Light-
ning. He played two-plus seasons with the
Philadelphia Flyers before finishing it off
with the Los Angeles Kings.

He scored 421 goals and had 949 points in
1,212 regular-season games. His best season
was the 2006-07 campaign when he won the
Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy as the
NHL’s top goal scorer in a season in which
he had 52 goals and 108 points for the Light-
ning.

Lecavalier also helped Tampa Bay win
the 2004 Stanley Cup.

“Thank you to the Tampa Bay Lightning
for drafting me and providing me the oppor-

tunity to embark on my NHL career,”
Lecavalier said in a statement. “I will never
forget winning the Cup together in 2004, and
the incredible support from Lightning fans.

“To the L.A. Kings, thank you for provid-
ing me the opportunity to finish my career
on a positive note. To the coaches who have
developed me and challenged me — you
made me a better player and person.”

Lecavalier was the No. 1 overall pick by
Tampa Bay in the 1998 NHL draft.

Lightning’s Callahan has hip surgery
Tampa Bay Lightning forward Ryan Cal-

lahan had successful hip surgery Tuesday
in New York.

The procedure to repair a labral tear
in Callahan’s right hip was performed
by Dr. Bryan Kelly. Callahan won’t be
able to return to the ice for about five
months, which means he won’t compete
for Team USA in the upcoming World
Cup of Hockey.

He appeared in 73 games for the Light-
ning in 2015-16, recording 10 goals and 28
points.

Callahan has registered 172 career goals
and 347 points in 620 career games with the
Lightning and New York Rangers.

4 outdoor games on 2016-17 NHL slate
Four outdoor games and an All-Star

Game in Los Angeles highlight the 2016-17
NHL schedule, announced by the league on
Tuesday.

The season will begin Oct. 12 with four
games, including the unveiling of Rogers
Place in Edmonton when the Oilers host
the rival Calgary Flames in the team’s
new arena. The defending Stanley Cup
champion Pittsburgh Penguins open at
home against the Washington Capitals on
Oct. 13.

There will be back-to-back outdoor games
to start off 2017 with the Detroit Red Wings
visiting the Toronto Maple Leafs in the

NHL Centennial Classic on Jan. 1 at BMO
Field in Toronto, followed by the Bridges-
tone NHL Winter Classic on Jan. 2 at Busch
Stadium in St. Louis when the Blues host
the Chicago Blackhawks.

The other outdoor games are the Tim
Hortons NHL Heritage Classic between the
Oilers at Winnipeg Jets on Oct. 23 at Inves-
tors Group Field in Winnipeg, and the Coors
Light NHL Stadium Series between the
Philadelphia Flyers and Penguins on Feb.
25 at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh.

The All-Star break will be Jan. 27-30 with
the game set for Jan. 29 at the Staples Cen-
ter. It marks the third time the NHL All-Star
Game will be played in Los Angeles — the
1981 game was played at the Forum in Ingle-
wood and the 2002 contest was played at the
Staples Center.

The regular season concludes on April 9
with one of the games on the slate being the
final regular-season contest at Detroit’s Joe
Louis Arena.
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David Ortiz of the Boston Red Sox, pictured during
Sunday’s game against Seattle, says he regrets having
made his retirement announcement early. The move has
caused him numerous distractions.

degree in kinesiology and is
pursuing a doctorate in
physical therapy.

Curry was a NAC first-
teamer in field hockey and
earned National Field Hock-
ey Coaches Association All-
Region second-team honors.
She played in 66 career
games with four goals and
nine assists and was the
team captain last fall.

Curry was on the Presi-
dent’s List for all eight se-
mesters and won the NFH-
CA’s Scholar of Distinction
twice. She won the Thomas
College Crest in 2015 and the
Thomas Award in 2016 and
volunteered in second and
fourth grade classes
throughout her career while
also coaching.

Ferry was second in the
NAC in blocked shots (1.8
per game) and averaged 6.5
points, 5.3 rebounds and 2.3
assists. She was named the
UMF Scholar Athlete for
2016, and the secondary edu-
cation major was awarded
the Jill Schwab Award for
leadership and community
involvement.

Ferry volunteered for the
American Cancer Society,
Relay for Life and with the
UMF Special Olympics. She

was the UMF and NAC Stu-
dent-Athlete Advisory Com-
mittee President for two
years. She will serve in the
Peace Corps in Tanzania,
Africa, for two years begin-
ning in July.

Maine Maritime Acade-
my’s Menges was chosen the
NAC’s first volleyball Se-
nior Scholar Athlete and the
school’s Scholar Athlete of
the Year. She was named to
the Dean’s List and as a
Presidential and Distin-
guished Scholar while hav-
ing a dual major of marine
biology and small vessel op-
erations.

She was considered
among the MMA Elite 8
(highest GPA in class) and
was instrumental in orga-
nizing VolleyKids, a pro-
gram run by the MMA vol-
leyball team for local youth
in grades K-5. She tallied 213
digs, 102 kills, 38 aces and
nine blocks last season.

Ortiz regretsmaking retirement known early

PitinowantsCalipari to clarify scandal comments
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Louisville coach Rick Pi-
tino wants a direct transla-
tion from Kentucky coach
John Calipari, who made
comments implying Pitino
likely knew about the scan-
dal involving strippers
hired to perform for basket-
ball players and recruits.

“If it happens on your
campus and it happens with
your assistants and those
people, you probably have a
good idea of what’s going
on,” Calipari told the Mike
Lupica radio show.

Pitino, who has denied
knowledge of the impropri-
eties related to the scandal,
appeared on 840 WHAS in
Louisville on Monday to re-
spond.

“I don’t have time to fig-
ure out what he did or didn’t
mean,” Pitino said. “If our
paths cross this summer, I’ll
ask him.”

Pitino took his own jab at
Calipari over another verbal
joust aimed at Duke and
coach Mike Krzyzewski dur-
ing the recent recruiting
cycle.

“Whether it’s Duke last
month now us this month,
these types of comments —
we’re here to build up the

image of college basketball,
not tear people down,” Piti-
no said. “I don’t live in a
glass house, and I don’t
throw stones. … We have a
rule in the ACC amongst the
coaches that unless you’re
praising each other and
building each other up, keep
it to yourself and mind your
own business.”

Meyermotivates Buckeyes,
singles out LeBron

Ohio State head coach
Urban Meyer says there are
lessons his Buckeyes can
learn from the Cleveland
Cavaliers’ championship
run.

Meyer and LeBron James
— both from Northeastern
Ohio — have a forged a
friendship. James is often
seen on the Buckeyes’ side-
line and has helped moti-
vate the Buckeyes at prac-
tices and before games.

But James’ latest exploits
— leading the Cavaliers to
an improbable world cham-
pionship after being down
3-1 to the Golden State War-
riors — might give the most
fodder for Meyer to get his
players to understand the
team concept and meaning
of sacrifice.

“God bless it did they play

hard,” Meyer told his team
on Monday. “I know you
might say, ‘Well I’m not a
Cavs guy,’ but get something
out of that. I know what I got
out of that: I can’t wait to do
that again with a group of
players.”

’Bama’s Pruitt to earn
$1million

New Alabama defensive
coordinator Jeremy Pruitt
will be paid $1 million a sea-
son now that his three-year
deal has been approved by
Alabama trustees.

Former Crimson Tide de-
fensive coordinator Kirby
Smart was making $1.5 mil-
lion per season — the most
of any assistant in the coun-
try — before leaving to take
the head coaching job at
Georgia.

Coincidentally, Pruitt
was the defensive coordina-
tor for the Bulldogs under
Mark Richt before being
named to replace Smart.

All of Nick Saban’s assis-
tant coaches received raises
except for offensive coordina-
tor Lane Kiffin. Kiffin is en-
tering the final year of a
three-year deal worth $2.074
million. He still is being paid
from when he was head coach
at Southern California.

Michigan gets former
Kentucky guard

Former Kentucky Wild-
cats guard Charles Mat-
thews has decided to trans-
fer to Michigan, according
to multiple reports.

The 6-foot-6 Matthews av-
eraged 1.7 points, 1.6 re-
bounds, 0.4 assists and 10.3
minutes in 36 games last sea-
son. A former top 100 player
coming out of Chicago, Mat-
thews was concerned about
his role at Kentucky and vis-
ited Xavier and Michigan
before making his final deci-
sion to join the Wolverines,
according to ESPN.

Matthews will have three
years of eligibility remain-
ing after sitting out the 2016-
17 season due to NCAA
transfer rules.

Kentucky coach John
Calipari did not want to lose
Matthews, but granted him
a full release in May.

The Wolverines lost one
player to graduation and
four to transfers this offsea-
son. Coach John Beilein
does have a roster anchored
by senior Zak Irvin and ju-
nior Muhammad-Ali Abdur-
Rakhman. Matthews will
become available in 2017,
along with four-star recruit
Jordan Poole.

Skowhegan shuts downR.H. Foster in Legion action
SKOWHEGAN — Three

pitchers combined on a two-
hitter as Post 16 of Skow-
hegan earned a 7-1 Zone 1
American Legion baseball
victory over R.H. Foster of
Hampden on Tuesday after-
noon.

Ryan Emery worked
three scoreless innings and
Brendan Curran earned the
win with three innings of
relief. Cody Laweryson
worked the seventh inning.

Skowhegan scored five
times in the second inning,

with Mike Berry, Chase
Malloy and Adam Turcotte
each stroking a run-scoring
single. Malloy finished with
three hits and also stole
home. Evan Bess posted a
sacrifice fly.

Zach Nash singled twice

for R.H. Foster in support of
losing pitcher Emery Dins-
more.

R.H.Foster0001000—121
Post16050200x—7103
Dinsmore, Smith (4) and

Farmer; Curran, Emery (4),
Laweryson (7) and Stinson
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The contract standout be-
tween rookie defensive end
Joey Bosa and the San Diego
Chargers continues and
agent Todd France has no
regrets over keeping his cli-
ent out of the team’s recent
minicamp.

The Chargers are insist-
ing on having offset lan-
guage in Bosa’s rookie con-
tract because every player
in the organization — in-
cluding quarterback Philip
Rivers — has the terms in
his contract.

France is requesting that
Bosa’s salary be guaranteed
over four seasons, even if he
is released before the length
of the deal concludes. The
Chargers are balking at that
proposition and insisting on
maintaining their rights to
recover some of the money
should Bosa be released.

“Without offset language,
it could unfortunately cre-
ate the scenario where, as a
player in that fourth year, if
a player knows he has a mil-
lion guaranteed from us and
can go double dip and earn
from another team, it actu-

ally in essence creates an
incentive to get cut finan-
cially,” Chargers president
of football operations John
Spanos told a San Diego
radio station. “You can
make more money getting
cut.”

France said it is more
than the offset language that
is holding up a deal for the
No. 3 overall pick.

“You are a little more
boxed in from the pure dol-
lar standpoint, total dollars,
but there are a lot of moving
parts,” France told Sirius
XM radio. “Language-wise,

there’s different things you
can look at. And then, obvi-
ously, how you structure it,
especially in those top 15, 16,
17, 18, 19 picks in the first
round, whether those bonus-
es in the second and third,
fourth year — those train-
ing-camp roster bonuses —
do you not want those?
What’s the cash flow? What’s
the deferral? Those types of
things.

“Time value of money is a
legit thing, especially at mil-
lions of dollars. Do you want
to get all of your money in
this year? Is it going to be

Rookie Bosa, Chargers continue contract stalemate


