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Red Sox avoid sweepwith 10-inningwin
BY MIKE SHALIN
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — Craig Kim-
brel pitched out of a bases-
loaded, nobody-out jam in
the top of
the 10th in-
ning and
Xander Bo-
gaerts singled home the win-
ner in the bottom half as the
Boston Red Sox averted a
four-game sweep with a wild
8-7 win over the Chicago
White Sox on Thursday af-
ternoon.

The White Sox were gun-
ning for their first four-
game sweep at Fenway Park
since 1927 and handed the
game away both offensive
and defensively.

After Kimbrel (1-3) per-
formed his magic act, strik-
ing out the last two hitters,
Marco Hernandez led off the
bottom of the 10th with a
walk against Matt Purke
(0-1) and was forced at sec-
ond by Mookie Betts. Dustin
Pedroia worked a 3-2 walk
and Bogaerts ended the
game by dropping his fourth
career walk-off hit into short
right-center field.

Jose Abreu cracked a
three-run homer to give the
White Sox a 7-5 lead in the
seventh, but the Red Sox
scored single runs in the
seventh, eighth and 10th to
escape with a win before
heading out on the road.

It was only the third two-
inning effort of Kimbrel’s
career, the first since April
21, 2011, and the win was his
first in four decisions with
his new team.

The White Sox also had
the bases loaded and nobody
out in the eighth and didn’t
score against Heath Hem-
bree.

The Red Sox had first and
second with nobody out in
the ninth against David Rob-
ertson, who then struck out
two of the next three hitters
to escape.

The White Sox tried to
gift-wrap the game, allowing
Boston to score five runs in
the sixth and seventh in-
nings despite having one hit
reach the outfield.

Chicago starter James
Shields, coming off four
dreadful outings, pitched
into the sixth inning and left
with a 4-1 lead that the White
Sox blew with shaky relief
pitching and even shakier
defense.

Key throwing errors by
Brett Lawrie and Todd Fra-
zier helped the Boston
cause. After the Abreu
homer, pinch-hitter Travis
Shaw, who didn’t start be-
cause of a shin contusion,
delivered a long sacrifice
fly in the seventh and Pe-
droia tied it with an RBI
single in the eighth.

Rick Porcello started for
the Red Sox, but for the fifth
time in his last six starts
didn’t get a decision. He al-
lowed four runs in 51/3 in-
nings.

Red Sox left fielder Chris
Young was helped off the
field in the second inning
with a right hamstring inju-
ry suffered while rounding
first base.

Young, the regular left
fielder with both Brock Holt

and Blake Swihart on the
disabled list, lined a single
off the left-field wall against
Shields. Young was able to
make his way back to first
base and then set on the field
with his right leg stretched
up in front of him. He was
helped off the field by man-
ager John Farrell and ath-
letic trainer Brad Pearson.

NOTES: Red Sox 3B Tra-
vis Shaw was out of the line-

up with a right shin contu-
sion but pinch hit in the
seventh inning and stayed
in the game to play left field.
He had played in 126 straight
games, the longest Red Sox
streak since Dustin Pedroia
played in 148 in a row in
2011-12. … Boston C Ryan
Hanigan (neck) was set to
begin a rehab assignment at
Triple-A Pawtucket on
Thursday night, working

first as a DH only until he’s
ready to catch. … LHP Car-
los Rodon, 2-6 but 2-2 in his
last four starts, opens the
White Sox’s three-game
home series against the To-
ronto Blue Jays on Friday
night as Chicago begins a
stretch of 12 of 15 games at
home. … LHP David Price,
who has had less success
pitching in Arlington than
anywhere else, opens the

Red Sox’s three-game series
against the Rangers on Fri-
day. He is 3-2 with a stadi-
um-worst 6.54 ERA in the
regular season there and 4-7
overall against the Rangers
counting postseason play. …
3B Todd Frazier’s 21st home
run of the year on Wednes-
day set a White Sox record
for homers by a third base-
man before the All-Star
break.

GREG M. COOPER | USA TODAY

Boston Red Sox shortstop Xander Bogaerts smiles after hitting a single to drive in the winning run during the 10th
inning against the Chicago White Sox at Fenway Park on Thursday. Boston won 8-7.

MAJOR
LEAGUES

Sixersdraft Simmons;
Celtics take Brown
BY LARRY FLEISHER
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

NEW YORK — The Phila-
delphia 76ers continued their
rebuilding process by select-
ing LSU forward Ben Sim-
mons with the first pick in
the NBA draft on Thursday
night at Barclays Center.

Simmons doffed a blue and
red Philadelphia hat, waved
to the crowd and shook hands
with Silver before posing for
photos. He had been the pro-
jected top pick of this year’s
draft even before he played a
college game. In November,
he played twice in Brooklyn
and the games drew more
than 50 scouts and execu-
tives.

He has been on the radar
for this year’s draft since
moving to the United States
in 2013 to attend Florida’s
Montverde Academy.

Simmons did not work out
with the 76ers until Tuesday.
That session in front of new
president of basketball opera-
tions and ownership con-
vinced them to take the Aus-
tralia native, whose father
grew up in the Bronx before
starting a 13-year profession-
al career there.

Despite three years of re-
building and a combined 47-
199 record since 2013, Phila-
delphia had not had the first
overall pick since selecting
Allen Iverson in 1996.

In his lone season at LSU,
Simmons averaged 19.2
points and 11.8 rebounds
while posting 23 double-dou-
bles, the most among players
from major conference.

Duke forward Brandon In-
gram was selected by the Los
Angeles Lakers with the sec-
ond pick. Ingram averaged
17.3 points and 6.8 rebounds
in his lone season with the
Blue Devils.

The Lakers had the second
pick for the second consecu-
tive season after ending the
Kobe Bryant era with a 17-65
record in 2015-16.

Ingram made 41 percent of
his 3-point attempts, and his
perimeter game is expected to
compliment rugged forward
Julius Randle to form a young
core in the post-Bryant era
with point guard D’Angelo
Russell.

Ingram was projected to be
the top pick in some mock
drafts, and he helped increase
his stock by scoring 69 points
in three NCAA tournament
games.

After Ingram and Sim-
mons were selected, Boston
used the No. 3 pick on Califor-
nia forward Jaylen Brown.
The Celtics had obtained the
pick from Brooklyn in the
2013 Kevin Garnett-Paul
Pierce trade.

Brown averaged 14.6 points
and 5.4 rebounds in his lone
season with California.

Brown reached double fig-
ures in 27 games and was the
third-most prolific freshman
scorer in school history.

With the fourth pick, the
Suns selected Bosnian for-
ward Dragan Bender, who
averaged 14.4 points and 10.4
rebounds in 25 games for Is-
rael’s Maccabi Tel Aviv.

Minnesota had the fifth
pick and used it on Provi-
dence guard Kris Dunn. Dunn
was a two-time Big East Play-
er of the year and defensive
player of the year. He aver-
aged 16.4 points, 6.2 assists as
a junior last season while be-
coming the first Friar to reg-
ister 1,000 points, 500 assists,
400 rebounds and 200 steals.

New Orleans selected
Oklahoma guard Buddy
Hield with the sixth pick.
Hield ranked second in the
nation in scoring at 25 points
was the most prolific 3-point
shooter in the NCAA by aver-
aging 3.97 per game.

Hield led Oklahoma to its
first Final Four berth since
2002 by shooting 50 percent
joins a Pelicans team, who
will likely part ways with pe-
rimeter threat Ryan Ander-
son and Eric Gordon in free
agency.

Denver held the seventh
pick which it obtained from
New York in the 2011 block-
buster for Carmelo Anthony
and picking from that position
for the second straight season,
the Nuggets selected Ken-
tucky guard Jamal Murray.

Murray became the latest
Kentucky freshman to be se-
lected in the first round after
averaging 20 points and shoot-
ing 45.4 percent. He made 40.8
percent of his 3-pointers and
other than Hield was consid-
ered the draft’s best perimeter
shooter.

Sacramento, which is in
the lottery for the 10th
straight season, selected
Washington forward Mar-
quese Chriss. Chriss aver-
aged 13.8 points and his ath-
leticism made him attractive,
but instead of using it with
Sacramento, he will report-
edly be traded to Phoenix in a
deal for the No. 13 and 28
picks.

Toronto, coming off the
best season in team history,
used the ninth pick on Utah
center Jakob Poeltl with a
pick obtained from the New
York Knicks in 2013 for An-
drea Bargnani. Poeltl aver-
aged 17.2 points and 9.1 re-
bounds and will join a front-
court that includes big man
Jonas Valaciunas.

Milwaukee rounded out
the top 10 by forward Thon
Maker, who was born in
Sudan before escaping the
country’s civil war. Maker
spent the last two years play-
ing for a Prep School in Cana-
da was the MVP of his prep
league.

Jamesdeclines spotonOlympic team
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Cleveland Cavaliers for-
ward LeBron James has de-
clined a spot on the United
States team for the 2016
Summer Olympics at Rio de
Janeiro.

James’ agent, Rich Paul,
reportedly informed Team
USA’s Jerry Colangelo on
Thursday.

“I could use the rest,”
James told cleveland.com.

James just finished lead-
ing the Cavaliers to the NBA
title on Sunday. Cleveland
won the final three games of
the seven-game series.

It also marked the sixth
straight season in which
James played in the NBA
Finals, meaning his seasons
typically stretch into mid-
June.

James played in three
previous Olympics and is
Team USA’s all-time leading

scorer with 273 points.
Meanwhile, Carmelo An-

thony and Jimmy Butler are
among the latest players
who have
committed to
playing for
Team USA.

Anthony,
the New
York Knicks
forward, will
be on the 12-
man squad
for a fourth
time. Butler, a guard for the
Chicago Bulls, would be
playing in his first Olym-
pics.

Also giving commitments
to play are the Toronto Rap-
tors backcourt of DeMar
DeRozan and Kyle Lowry
and Los Angeles Clippers
center DeAndre Jordan.

Also, Portland point
guard Damian Lillard (foot)
won’t be part of the team

due to injury and San Anto-
nio forward Kawhi Leonard
withdrew his name in a
team news release.

“This was a very difficult
decision. It’s an honor to
have been considered for the
team and I hope that in the
future I will have the chance
to represent my country by
playing for USA Basket-
ball,” Leonard said.

Anthony had considered
not participating due to con-
cerns over the Zika virus,
which has created major
health risks in Brazil.

Jordan reportedly landed
a roster spot because Detroit
center Andre Drummond
has decided not to play.

Other players who have
committed to playing in-
clude Oklahoma City for-
ward Kevin Durant, Indiana
forward Paul George, Sacra-
mento center DeMarcus
Cousins and two Golden

State Warriors — forward
Draymond Green and guard
Klay Thompson.

One player who hasn’t
reached a decision is Cleve-
land Cavaliers point guard
Kyrie Irving.

The team’s training camp
will run July 18-21 in Las
Vegas. Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski is the coach, and
Olympic basketball competi-
tion will be held Aug. 6-21.

Players who previously
withdrew include Golden
State point guard Stephen
Curry, Oklahoma City
Thunder point guard Rus-
sell Westbrook and Houston
Rockets guard James Hard-
en. Out for health reasons
are LaMarcus Aldridge (San
Antonio Spurs), Anthony
Davis (New Orleans Peli-
cans), Blake Griffin (Los An-
geles Clippers), Chris Paul
(Clippers) and John Wall
(Washington Wizards).

James

Penquis rallies pastMotor City for win
DOVER-FOXCROFT — A squeeze

bunt by Penquis’ Colin Beckett and an
errant throw plated Cameron Doak
and Chandler Rock-
well as Rowell’s Pen-
quis Navigators eked
out a 6-5 Zone 1 Senior
American Legion baseball victory
over Motor City of Bangor on Thurs-
day.

Doak led off in the bottom of the
seventh with a single and Rockwell fol-
lowed with a double.

Brooks Law pitched six strong in-
nings for Rowell’s Penquis Navigators,
and Motor City’s Parker went six
strong as well. Nate Church recorded
the final three outs for the Navigators.

Rockwell recorded three hits for
Penquis, while Tanner Strout (double)

chipped in two hits.
Law, Church (7) and Beckett; Park-

er, Jurgiewich (7) and Hanscom

R.H. Foster 6, Acadians 0
At Ellsworth, R.H. Foster of

Hampden defeated the Trenton Aca-
dians behind the two-hit pitching of
Casey Sudbeck. He struck out three
and walked one while throwing only
75 pitches. Conner Farmer sparked
the offense with a home run and a
single and Jackson Gilmore singled
twice.

Hank Vinall stroked two singles to
lead Trenton.

R.H. Foster 100 203 0 — 6 7 0
Acadians 000 000 0 — 0 2 4
Sudbeck and Thomas; Simmons,

Clark (5) and Chipman

Brewer 4, Skowhegan 3
At Skowhegan, Alex Brooks deliv-

ered an RBI double in the seventh in-
ning to lift the Brewer Falcons to a
Zone 1 victory over Post 16 of Skow-
hegan.

Jack Corey and Matt Pushard dou-
bled to produce a run in the fifth and
Garrett Hamlin contributed a run-
scoring fielder’s choice. Jake Gauvin
scattered six hits while going the dis-
tance for the Falcons.

Losing pitcher Chase Malloy stroked
an RBI triple and Adam Turcotte hit a
sacrifice fly for Skowhegan.

Brewer 000 111 1 — 4 7 2
Post 16 001 110 0 — 3 6 1
Gauvin and Carmichael, Rogerson

(4) and Maxsimic (7); Watt, Holzworth
(4), Malloy (6) and Emery

LEGION
BASEBALL

Syndergaard, Cespedes avoid DL stints
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Right-hander Noah Syn-
dergaard and outfielder Yeo-
nis Cespedes are likely to
miss only a matter of days
after injury scares Wednes-
day as the
New York
Mets com-
pleted a two-
game sweep
of the Kansas
City Royals.

S y n d e r -
g a a r d ’ s
availability
for his next
scheduled start Monday is
in doubt but a clean MRI
on his right elbow means
he won’t land on the dis-
abled list. After the test
Wednesday at the Hospi-
tal for Special Surgery,
Syndergaard prescribed
anti-inflammatory medi-
cation and has been

cleared to do his normal
work routine. The Mets
moved his start back from
Tuesday to Wednesday
after Syndergaard threw
115 pitches in his previous
outing.

Cespedes
has only a
mild sprain
of his left
wrist and re-
ceived a cor-
tisone shot.
The Mets are
likely to hold
him out into
the weekend.

The Mets could choose
the conservative route with
Syndergaard, who had his
right elbow examined seven
weeks ago following a May 1
start. He averaged 97.6 mph
on his fastball Wednesday,
about 1.4 mph off his previ-
ous start.

Cespedes went back to the

dugout in the fifth inning of
Wednesday’s win with a gri-
mace on his face, clutching the
same wrist that bothered him
during the 2015 season. Ale-
jandro De Aza replaced Ces-
pedes in Wednesday’s game.

Rockies to release Reyes
The Colorado Rockies re-

quested waivers on short-
stop Jose Reyes and are ex-
pected to grant his uncondi-
tional release.

Colorado was aiming to
trade the four-time All-Star
but found no takers. If Reyes
clears waivers, he will be-
come a free agent in 48
hours.

Reyes hasn’t played for
the Rockies this season after
being involved in a domestic-
violence incident with his
wife in Hawaii last October.

Prosecutors dropped the
charge when Reyes’ wife re-
fused to cooperate.

Major League Baseball
suspended Reyes through
May 31 for the incident.

Reyes is owed approxi-
mately $39 million in salary
from the six-year, $106 mil-
lion deal he signed prior to
the 2012 season.

Seattle’s Sampson liftedwith
injury

Seattle starter Adrian
Sampson was removed prior
to Thursday’s game against
Detroit before he could
throw a single pitch due to
an elbow injury.

The Mariners announced
Sampson was taken out
after feeling “right elbow
discomfort” while warm-
ing up.

Sampson gave a little hop
after throwing his last
warmup pitch and catcher
Chris Iannetta motioned for
manager Scott Servais to
come to the mound.

Syndergaard Cespedes


