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“I’m excited about the di-
rection of the program,” said
DeVito, who praised the job
done by UMaine athletic di-
rector Karlton Creech and
Cosgrove. “I went to some of
the spring ball practices, and
he has a lot of enthusiasm
and charisma. He’s fiery and
passionate about the game.
It’s hard to get excited for 6
a.m. practices, but his guys
really bought in. They prac-
ticed like they were going to
play on Sunday.

“I’m looking forward to

getting to know him and the
system,” added DeVito.

DeVito and wife, Jessie, a
Bangor native, live in Hamp-
den with son Rocco and a
second son, Sal, on the way.

He said it is going to be
nice to be able to spend more
time with his family after
the demands of playing in
the NFL limited it.

DeVito, a two-time All-At-
lantic 10 selection when he
was at UMaine, signed with
the Jets as an undrafted free
agent in 2007.

In his nine seasons, De-
Vito appeared in 110 games
with 250 tackles, 5.5 sacks,
six forced fumbles and three
fumble recoveries.

Last fall, DeVito had a ca-
reer-high three sacks and
was in on 19 tackles, includ-
ing 13 solos, for the Chiefs,
who went 12-6 and lost to the
New England Patriots 27-20
in their American Football
Conference semifinal.

“We are thrilled to have
Mike join our broadcast
team,” said Creech in a
press release. “To have an
alum of Mike’s caliber re-
turning to UMaine following
an outstanding NFL career
is great for all of Black Bear
nation. Our fans watching
the games at home or listen-
ing on the radio will be truly
gifted with Mike’s insight
and expertise.”
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proposal to be more clearly
defined soon.

Boston College coach Jerry
York said he thinks four-on-
four overtime is exciting.

The reason for the propos-
al is twofold, according to
Bertagna.

They want to boost the
number of goals scored and
reduce the number of ties.

Thirty-two of the 60 Divi-
sion I teams had at least five
ties this past season. Eleven
had seven or more.

“And goal scoring has been
going down for a decade. It
has been a straight line down,

not up and down,” said Ber-
tagna. “The decisions that
have been made in recent
years have favored offense
like not allowing hand passes
in the defensive zone.”

In a College Hockey News
story, it was pointed out that
goal scoring has dipped, but
not significantly. It has
dropped from 2.92 goals per
game per team in 2005-06 to
2.79 this past season.

That was up over the 2.71
in 2014-15.

The Hockey East women
went to four-on-four overtime
for the first time last season,
the only league to do so, and
UMaine coach Richard
Reichenbach thought it
worked well.

“It was designed to create
more offense, and it did that.

It opened things up a lot. It
generated a lot of dramatics.
The fans and the players en-
joyed it,” said Reichenbach,
who also noted that it result-
ed in fewer ties.

“It actually makes more
sense for the men to do it be-
cause some of them are going
on to the NHL, and this will
prepare them for it,” said
Reichenbach.

Hockey
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happens, Yabusele won’t
make an immediate impact.
The Celtics will likely stash
him in Europe for develop-
mental purposes until he be-
comes something a little
more useful. How long that
takes is anyone’s guess, but
at this stage, a player of his
size and somewhat advanced
shooting ability at least
gives off a bit of promise.

The Celtics have an idea of
what they would like that
promise to become, but given
what he is now — the sort of

misshapen bundle of skills
he has — it may be harder to
discern what Yabusele
brings to the table than your
average unknown quantity
coming out of the draft.

“I’m going to bring a lot of
energy on my new team, try to
be an energizer on the team,
play great, help my team-
mates, and try to be the best
on the court,” Yabusele said.

At least in France, he can
shoot. Whether he can do it
or not against NBA defenses
remains to be seen.

Celtics
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Payton among undrafted
players signed by teams
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Gary Payton II followed
in his famous father’s foot-
steps by attending college at
Oregon State. Now he would
like to become the next one
in the family to play in the
NBA.

Payton went undrafted in
Thursday’s NBA draft but
will get a
chance to
make a roster
as the Hous-
ton Rockets
signed him to
a three-year
contract.

P a y t o n
isn’t on the
same level as
his Hall of
Fame father
but he does possess the same
type of defensive tenacity.

He was the Pac-12 Defen-
sive Player of the Year in
both his seasons at Oregon
State. He also led the Bea-
vers in scoring (16.0), re-
bounding (7.8) assists (5.0)
and steals (2.5) last season
when the school qualified
for the NCAA Tournament
for the first time since his
father led them there in
1990.

The Rockets also report-
edly reached agreement on
three-year deals with Texas
point guard Isaiah Taylor
and Gonzaga forward Kyle
Wiltjer.

Other deals reached by

undrafted players:
The Washington Wizards,

who didn’t have a draft pick
on Thursday night, agreed
to terms with four players:
Villanova center Daniel
Ochefu, Texas A&M swing-
man Danuel House, Miami
guard Sheldon McClellan
and Arizona center Kaleb
Tarczewski.

The Brooklyn Nets agreed
to a deal with Indiana guard
Yogi Ferrell.

The New York Knicks
agreed to a one-year con-
tract with Wichita State
guard Ron Baker.

The Golden State War-
riors agreed to terms with
Maryland center Robert
Carter and invited 7-foot-6
UC Irvine center Mamadou
Ndiaye to play for their
summer league team in
hopes of landing a roster
spot.

The Philadelphia 76ers
agreed to a two-year deal
with Boise State forward
James Webb III.

The New Orleans Peli-
cans invited North Carolina
State guard Anthony “Cat”
Barber to play for their sum-
mer league team.

The Orlando Magic invit-
ed Kentucky forward Alex
Poythress to play for their
summer league squad.

The Toronto Raptors in-
vited Wichita State point
guard Fred VanVleet to play
for their summer league
team.

Payton
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Rahm, Hurley share second-round lead
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

First-round leader Jon
Rahm was joined at the top
of the leaderboard on Friday
by Billy Hurley III after the
second day of the Quicken
Loans National in Bethesda,
Maryland.

Rahm, making his profes-
sional debut, fell out of sole
possession of the lead with a
bogey on the
18th hole to
finish with a
4-under 67 and
a 36-hole total of 11-under 131.
Hurley, a Naval Academy
graduate, shot a 65 to grab a
share of the second-round
lead at Congressional.

“I couldn’t be happier,” the
21-year-old Rahm said.
“(Thursday) was a great
round and after a great round
usually it’s hard to follow it.
To play golf the way I did
today, I’m really proud of my-
self.”

PGA Tour veteran Vijay
Singh was three shots behind
the leaders at 8 under after
firing a 66. His round featured

seven birdies in a 10-hole
stretch.

At age 53, Singh could be-
come the oldest winner on the
PGA Tour. His last victory on
tour came in 2008.

“It would be good to win,”
said Singh, a three-time major
champion. “But it’s only half-
way, so I’ll be focused on my
game tomorrow and see what
happens.”

Singh bogeyed the last hole
but averted a worse fate after
an approach shot from near a
tree landed inches from the
water. He waded in to hit a
shot.

“It was unfortunate that it
went that far in and fortunate
that it stayed out,” Singh said.
“I kept sinking when I got in
the water. I started out with
just my foot in the water and
then it started getting up to
my ankles. The more I moved
the deeper I went, so I kind of
had to play a very safe shot. I
got away with a bogey.”

Next at 7 under were Ernie
Els after a 69, Webb Simpson
after a 68, 2013 tournament
champion Bill Haas after a 69

and tour rookie Harold Vern-
er III after a 69. Els won the
1997 U.S. Open on the same
course.

Rickie Fowler was one of
three players at 6 under after
a 68.

Defending champion Troy
Merritt missed the cut.

LPGA
Uehara has first-round lead

Ayako Uehara of Japan
birdied seven of her final 10
holes and shot a 9-under-par
62 to take the first-round lead
on Friday at the Walmart
NW Arkansas Champion-
ship in Rogers, Arkansas.

Uehara, who made nine
birdies and no bogeys,
matched the tournament’s
18-hole scoring record and
was two strokes ahead of
Candie Kung (64) in the
LPGA event at Pinnacle
Country Club.

Jane Park and Angela
Park established the record
in 2008. Uehara bettered the
low round of her career, a 63
in Malaysia in 2014.

Uehara is ranked No. 215

in the Rolex World Ranking
and has never won on the
LPGA Tour. Her best finish
is a third place at the 2012
Japan Classic.

“With the caddie and the
trainer, everybody is like
teamwork, and then that’s
my motivation now, and so
everything is coming togeth-
er, including the swing
coach,” Uehara said.

Kung opened with three
straight birdies and added
five more before her only
bogey of the round at No. 6,
her 15th hole of the day.

“I was having a lot of fun,
and we had a good group of
people that I like, and we all
played very fast, so I think
that helps, too, and we didn’t
wait at all the whole round,
so I think that helps, too,”
Kung said.

A large contingent at 6
under included Angela Stan-
ford, Vicky Hurst, Jing Yan,
Alena Sharp, Sun Young Yoo,
Chella Choi, Minjee Lee, Car-
lota Ciganda, Ai Miyazato, So
Yeon Ryu, P.K. Kongkraphan
and Morgan Pressel.

schools with enrollments be-
tween 190 and 399.

There remains a possibil-
ity that Stearns and Lee also
will field a cooperative entry
in football this fall, but no
one from Lee has yet signed
up to join the established
Stearns football team.

“We had a couple of kids
thinking about it, and we
talked about it and had sev-
eral meetings and put sign-
up sheets up and told kids to
make sure to sign up so we
could get hold of them over
the summer,” Harris said.
“But we had zero kids sign
up.

“We’re hoping now that
once fall rolls around and
preseason starts that maybe
somebody will decide they
want to,” he added.

The addition of Lee play-
ers to the Stearns football

roster would not move the
Minutemen out of Class D
North. Stea-
rns is the
smallest foot-
ball-playing
school in the
state, and the
addition of
Lee’s enroll-
ment would
still leave the
cooperative
team with less than the max-
imum 459 students for a
Class D football school.

“If kids want to play, the
opportunity is there,” said
Lazo, a former football play-
er at the University of
Maine. “If they don’t want to
take advantage of it, it is
what it is.”

Former Bangor coach takes
Biddeford post

Katie Herbine, a former
basketball standout at Ban-
gor High School who went
on to coach the sport at her
alma mater, is the new girls
varsity basketball coach at

Biddeford High School.
Herbine, the former Katie

Clark, played for Bangor
during the mid-1990s and
twice was named to the Ban-
gor Daily News All-Maine
team.

She went on to play at the
University of Maine, where
she served as a team co-cap-
tain and as a junior in 1999
was part of the only UMaine
women’s basketball team to
win an NCAA tournament
game.

Herbine was the girls var-
sity basketball coach at Ban-
gor for four seasons before
resigning in February 2014.
She guided the Rams to a
43-36 record during a run
that was highlighted by an
Eastern Maine Class A
championship in 2013.

Her teams also qualified
for postseason play in 2011
and 2012.

Herbine, who lives in
Saco, inherits a rebuilding
job at Biddeford, which last
qualified for postseason play
in 2010.

Biddeford has gone 23-85
in the six seasons since that
tourney berth, including a
2-16 record last winter in
Class A South.
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Player of the Year and Ken-
nebec Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Class A North player of
theyear,was9-1on themound
this spring with 100 strikeouts
and just three earned runs al-
lowed in 68 innings.

He went 3-0 during the post-
season and concluded his sea-
son with 19ª consecutive
scoreless innings.

He retired the last 17 bat-
ters he faced during Bangor’s
6-2 victory over Hampden
Academy in the Class A North
quarterfinals, then avenged
his only loss of the spring — a
1-0 decision despite pitching a
two-hitter — with an 8-0 shut-
out of Edward Little of Au-
burn in the regional final.

DeLaite capped off his sea-
son by striking out 10 and

walking three as Bangor de-
feated Falmouth 5-0 in last
Saturday’s state champion-
ship game.

DeLaite picked off two Fal-
mouth baserunners in that
contest, plays Fahey said
were pivotal in helping Ban-
gor maintain its momentum.

“That’s one of his biggest
areas of improvement,” said
Fahey. “He really made his
pickoff move into a weapon,
he probably had nine or 10
this year.”

DeLaite struck out 26 bat-
ters and walked six while
yielding nine hits in 21 post-
season innings, and he also
had a stretch of 39ª consecu-
tive scoreless innings during
the regular season.

“I just wanted to come out
and have a good season and
give my team a chance to
win another state champion-
ship, so it was special to play
well enough to help my team

win,” said DeLaite.
“Fortunately I’ve had great

teammates that have helped
me get this far and great
coaches and a great family
and friends that definitely
helped me get to this point,”
he said.

DeLaite, who played first
base and in the outfield when
not pitching, also was an of-
fensive catalyst from the No. 2
spot in the Bangor batting
order. He batted .352 with a
team-high 25 hits and 16 RBIs.

“He very rarely strikes out,
he puts the ball in play, and he
shoots the ball where it’s
pitched,” said Fahey of his
two-year captain. “In this day
and age, when pitchers are
trying to hit the outside half of
the plate, he’s able to go that
way.

“He’s one of the top four or
five hitters I saw all year long,
and he wasn’t just a singles
hitter, he could hit it hard

into the gap,” he added.
DeLaite finished his high

school career with a 24-2 re-
cord over four varsity sea-
sons, working 172ª innings
with 255 strikeouts, 41 walks
and 17 earned runs allowed.

He also compiled a 21-1 re-
cord while helping Bangor
Coffee News win back-to-back
American Legion state cham-
pionships in 2014 and 2015, is
playing this summer for the
Seacoast Mavericks, a Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire-
based member of the Futures
Collegiate Baseball League.

DeLaite debuted with Mav-
ericks on Thursday night,
pitching the final 1â…“ in-
nings to earn the save in a 5-4
win over the Wachusett (Mas-
sachusetts) Dirt Dawgs.

DeLaite also was a finalist
last winter for the Travis Roy
Award, symbolic of the state’s
top Class A senior hockey
player.
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