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Legendary coach Pat Summitt in declining health
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Legendary basketball
coach Pat Summitt, who an-
nounced in August 2011 that
she had been diagnosed with
early onset of dementia, Al-
zheimer’s type, is surrounded
by family members because
of her declining health.

Athletes and coaches took
to social media Sunday
morning to offer support for
the former University of
Tennessee women’s basket-
ball coach.

Summitt’s family issued a
statement Sunday and ac-
knowledged that her health
has declined in recent days.

“She is surrounded by those
who mean the most to her and

during this time, we ask for
prayers for Pat and her family
and friends,
as well as
your utmost
respect and
privacy,” the
s t a t e m e n t
said.

The Knox-
ville News
Sentinel, cit-
ing a source,
reported early Sunday morn-
ing that Summitt is “strug-
gling” and that her family is
“preparing for the worst.”

“I don’t think anybody
knows whether she will last
a day, a month or a year,”
the source told the News
Sentinel.

As of late Saturday, Sum-
mitt had not been moved
from the retirement center
where she has been living
since late January, the
newspaper reported.

Summitt, 64, coached the
Lady Vols to eight national
championships in her 38
seasons at the university.
She recorded 1,098 career
victories — the most in Di-
vision I college basketball
history for a men’s or wom-
en’s coach — before step-
ping down in 2012, one year
after announcing she had
early onset dementia.

Summitt was hired as the
Lady Vols’ head coach as a
22-year-old in 1974. She led
Tennessee to 22 Final Fours

(18 NCAA, 4 AIAW). Of her
eight national champion-
ships, she won three straight
from 1996 to 1998. In 1984 she
coached the U.S. Olympic
team to a gold medal.

The court at Thompson
Boling Arena, where the
women and men play, is
called “The Summitt.”

President Barack Obama
announced in 2012 that Sum-
mitt was a recipient of the
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom.

Summitt’s family and
some former players were
with her during the week-
end. ESPN reported that Los
Angeles Sparks star Can-
dace Parker flew to Knox-
ville on Friday.

Indiana Fever star Tami-
ka Catchings told the News
Sentinel that she visited
Summitt. She went after the
Fever’s game in Dallas on
Saturday night and has re-
turned to Indianapolis.

Summitt’s declining health
prompted an outpouring of
reaction on Twitter.

“Good Morning America”
anchor Robin Roberts:
“Hope you don’t mind that I
ask for prayers for a dear
friend close to the end of her
journey. Would mean a lot
to her fam, Peace be w/
you.”

Lady Vols forward Dia-
mond DeShields: “She’s The
reason why I’m even here
man. #PrayForPat hang

tight in there coach. We got
your back.”

Lady Vol Andraya Carter:
“My thoughts are with the
greatest coach of all time
and her wonderful family.
Keep fighting @patsum-
mitt!”

South Carolina coach
Dawn Staley advised her
Twitter followers “to lock
hands and #PrayForPat.”

Former Volunteers assis-
tant football coach David
Cutcliffe, now Duke’s head
coach: “Praying for @pat-
summitt. Sharing 19 yrs w
her at UT was inspiring. I
learned so much about
coaching/leading/friend-
ship from her #PrayFor-
Pat.”

Summitt

“Based on this series, it’s
a struggle,” Boston manager
John Farrell said of his rota-
tion. “We get 12-plus innings
out of the rotation, we found
ourselves in some holes.
That’s not the script that
you’re trying to draw up. As
a whole, we have to continue
to get better.”

Texas pushed the lead to
6-1 on another run-scoring
single from Beltre in the
sixth inning. The Rangers
finished with 10 hits, as
Shin-Soo Choo went 3-for-4
and scored a pair of runs.
Boston tallied 10 hits, with
Mookie Betts and Bryce
Brentz each collecting two.

David Ortiz, playing in
his last regular-season game
at Globe Life Park, pinch hit
in the eighth inning and
drove in the final Boston
run with a single.

NOTES: Texas RHP Yu
Darvish threw 30 pitches in
a bullpen session Sunday. It
was the first bullpen for
Darvish since going on the
15-day disabled list June 13

with right shoulder discom-
fort. … Boston DH David
Ortiz was out of the starting
lineup Sunday after team
trainers recommended he
take a day off. Ortiz has
been in 68 of the first 74
games for the Red Sox and
came into Sunday hitless in

his last six at-bats. … Red
Sox OF Ryan LaMarre drew
the start in left field, mak-
ing him the sixth player to
start in left for Boston in
2016. … The five unearned
runs the Rangers scored in
the fifth inning Saturday
were the most any team has

scored in an inning this
year with all the runs being
unearned. … Rangers LHP
Derek Holland, who went
on the disabled list June 22
with left shoulder inflam-
mation, is expected to begin
a throwing program this
week.
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Texas Rangers right fielder Shin-Soo Choo (17) scores a run in the first inning against the
Boston Red Sox at Globe Life Park in Arlington.

last year and accumulated
nearly twice as many rank-
ings points as world No. 2
Andy Murray.

“I can certainly say that
I’ve been working hard to
get that consistency,”
Djokovic said. “I think, for
myself, throughout the years
on the tour, on all different
kinds of surfaces, trying to
better my game as my career
went on. Trying to be dedi-
cated to my own progress,
my own improvement.”

The 29-year-old Djokovic
became the third man to
hold all four Grand Slam
crowns at the same time,
joining Don Budge (1938)
and Rod Laver (1962, 1969).

The Serbian joined Laver,
Andre Agassi, Roger Feder-
er and Rafael Nadal as the
only men to claim the career
Grand Slam during the Open
era.

With 12 majors, Djokovic
is only behind Federer (17),
Nadal (14) and Pete Sampras
(14) in Grand Slams.

Since losing the 2015 final
in Paris, Djokovic has won
28 Grand Slam matches in a
row.

Djokovic could face Feder-
er in the semifinals. Federer,
a seven-time Wimbledon
champion seeded No. 3, was
placed in Djokovic’s top half
of the draw. Djokovic is a
three-time Wimbledon
champion.

Djokovic will take on Brit-
ain’s James Ward in the first
match on center court Mon-
day.

PAUL CHILDS | REUTERS

Serena Williams (left) arrives for practice Sunday at Wim-
bledon.
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sports. Boston’s an unbeliev-
able city. I’m happy to be stay-
ing there.”

Still, the fandom runs deep.
“You grow up and you’re

told not to like (the Boston
teams),” he said, “but I got a
Red Sox hat now, so that’s the
first step, and this Bruins jer-
sey … I don’t know if I can be
a Pats fan, but we’ll see; give it
time.”

Rangers defenseman Brian
Leetch was his idol, but all
things must pass. Now McA-
voy, who scored 25 points in 37
games at BU, would love to
mature into a player like All-
Star Drew Doughty of the
Kings.

First things first,however:a
celebration with his father,
Charlie Sr., a plumbing and
heating contractor in Long
Beach who helped with some
of the work on the city’s arena,
and his family. “Then I’ll be
back at school Monday,” he
said. “I’ll be working out in the
morning and back in class.”

McAvoy played with the
Long Island Gulls. He also
skated for the Westchester Ex-
press and New Jersey Rockets
before joining the U.S. nation-
al team developmental pro-
gram in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. But he’s a Beantown boy
now.

McAvoy recorded three

goals and 22 assists in his first
season at BU along with 56
penalty minutes in 37 games
while being named to Hockey
East’s All-Rookie team.

The Bruins also selected
forward Trent Frederic in the
first round with the 29th pick.
He is a St. Louis, Missouri, na-
tive who has played the last
two seasons with the U.S. Na-
tional Team Development
program.

Frederic, a 6-foot-3, 203-
pound center, has committed
to play at the University of
Wisconsin this fall.

On Saturday, the Bruins
made four more selections in
rounds two through seven.
They picked defenseman
Ryan Lindgren in the second
round (49th overall), forward
Joona Koppanen in the fifth
(135th), defensemen Cameron
Clarke in the fifth (136th) and
forward Oskar Steen in the
sixth (165th).

Lindgren has played the
past two seasons with the U.S.
National Team Development
Program and has committed
to the University of Minneso-
ta this fall while Finland na-
tive Koppanen played last sea-
son for Ilves U-20 in Jr. A SM-
Iiiga.

Clarke is a Michigan native
who is headed to Ferris State
University after playing a sea-
son in the North American
Hockey League while Steen
competed in the World Junior
Championships for the Swe-
den U-18 team last season.
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Sea Dogs snap four-game losing streak
PORTLAND — Nate Frei-

man clobbered a one-out
three-run home run in the
eighth inning to rally the
P o r t l a n d
Sea Dogs by
the Reading
F i g h t i n
Phils 9-8 Sunday afternoon
in an Eastern League base-
ball game at Hadlock Field
in front of 6,631 fans.

Portland snapped a four-
game losing streak and have
six wins against the Fightins
this season.

The Sea Dogs finished
3-for-19 with runners in
scoring position, squander-
ing two great opportunities
in the sixth and seventh, but
rallied against losing pitch-
er Hoby Milner (4-1) in the
eighth.

Andrew Benintendi ignit-
ed the comeback with a sin-
gle and Cody Decker dou-
bled off the wall. Freiman’s
homer was his fifth and his

third over the Maine Mon-
ster.

The top three in the Port-
land lineup, Yoan Moncada,
Mauricio Dubon and Benin-
tendi, reached base 10 times.

Austin Maddox (2-0)
worked two scoreless
frames, stranding two run-
ners in the ninth to earn the
win. Nik Turley fanned
struck out seven over three
scoreless innings in relief of
McAvoy.

Portland scored three
runs in the first off starter
Tyler Viza, receiving a two-
run double by Benintendi,
who scored on an error by
third baseman Harold Mar-
tinez.

Martinez made up for that
error, slamming a three-run
homer in the second, tying
the game at three.

Reading scored in three
straight innings, taking a 6-3
lead in third. Rhys Hoskins
reached on a run-scoring

fielder’s choice, Jake Fox
added a two-run single.

Portland responded in
its half of the third, cutting
the deficit to 6-5 on a two-
run single by Cole Stur-
geon.

Kevin McAvoy’s final in-
ning was the fourth and he
surrendered a two-run
homer to Jorge Alfaro, giv-
ing the Phils an 8-5 lead.
Dubon nailed a run-scoring
double in the fourth, making
it 8-6 Reading

On Saturday night, the
Fightin Phils picked up
eight runs and 10 hits in just
three innings, defeating the
Sea Dogs 8-4..

Portland’s Tzu-Wei Lin
hit his first Double-A homer,
a towering solo shot to right
in the first inning.

Reading went to work
right away in the first in-
ning, knocking Teddy
Stankiewicz (L, 2-7) out of
the game after just two outs

as he gave up four hits and
three runs.

Andrew Pullin gave the
visitors a 2-0 lead with a
two-run homer. Jake Fox
added a run-scoring to left
field.

The Phils scored two in
the fourth on Aaron
Brown’s single off Ben Tay-
lor. Ty Buttrey gave up
three runs on four hits in
the seventh.

Portland’s Mauricio
Dubon knocked in two runs
with two outs in his second
Double-A start. In the fifth,
Dubon made it 5-3 with a
run-scoring single and cut
the deficit to 8-4 with an
infield single in the sev-
enth.

Reading’s Alexis Rivero
tossed the final 2 â…“ in-
nings on one hit to earn his
first Double-A save.

Portland’s Tim Roberson
smacked two doubles off the
Maine Monster.

The Mariners had 12 hits
and a pair of home runs in
the loss. Nelson Cruz hit his
19th home run of the season
in the third inning.

Indians 9, Tigers 3
DETROIT — Mike Napoli

and Lonnie Chisenhall each
hit two-run homers while
Cleveland was scoring six
times on four home runs off
Justin Verlander in the fifth
inning to overpower Detroit.

The Indians completed
their third straight sweep of
a three-game series with De-
troit.

Josh Tomlin (9-1) strug-
gled with his control for four
innings before settling in to
help Cleveland win its ninth
straight game and improve
to 9-0 over Detroit. Three of
the six hits he allowed were
solo home runs.

Verlander (7-6) allowed
nine hits, walked two and
struck out five in 4 2/3 in-
nings, his shortest start
since lasting 4 1/3 innings in
his second outing of the
year.

Marlins 6, Cubs 1
MIAMI — Jose Fernandez

struck out 13 and continued
his dominance at home as
Miami defeated slumping
Chicago.

The Marlins took three
out of four in the series
against the Cubs, who have
lost six of their past seven

games overall. The Marlins,
meanwhile, are six games
over .500 of the first time
since June 2012.

Fernandez is 24-1 with a
1.48 ERA in his career at
Marlins Park. Fernandez,
who is 10-3 overall this sea-
son with a 2.28 ERA, held the
Cubs to four hits — all sin-
gles — three walks and one
run in seven innings.

Braves 5,Mets 2
ATLANTA — A first-in-

ning homer by Freddie Free-
man was the only offense
Atlanta could muster
against New York nemesis
Bartolo Colon, but Bud Nor-
ris was even better.

Norris (3-7) allowed just
four singles over seven
scoreless innings and the
Mets’ bullpen imploded in
the eighth inning as the
Braves gained a split of the
four-game series.

Freeman added a double,
single and walk to his 13th
home run, and Adonis Gar-
cia connected for a three-
run homer in the eighth in-
ning

Reds 3, Padres 0
CINCINNATI — Anthony

DeSclafani pitched eight
shutout innings and Jay
Bruce homered as Cincin-
nati Reds avoided the sweep
with a victory over San
Diego in the finale of a four-
game series.

DeSclafani allowed just
five hits to help the Reds
avoid their first-ever four-
game sweep at the hands of
the Padres. It was the first

shutout this season for Cin-
cinnati, the last National
League team to record one.
DeSclafani (2-0) had five
strikeouts, no walks and one
hit batter. It was his fourth
start since coming off the
disabled list with an oblique
injury suffered late in spring
training.

Orioles 12, Rays 5
BALTIMORE — Chris

Davis hit a first-inning
grand slam and Jonathan
Schoop and Mark Trumbo
both homered later as Balti-
more wrapped up a four-
game sweep of Tampa Bay.

The Orioles now head out
on a nine-game West Coast
road trip on a five-game win-
ning streak. The Rays have
dropped 11 straight.

Power carried the Orioles
yet again, as Davis’ homer
in the first gave them a
quick 4-0 lead. Schoop’s solo
homer and Trumbo’s two-
run blast gave the Orioles
some insurance.

Royals 6, Astros 1
KANSAS CITY — Kendrys

Morales homered twice and
rookie Cheslor Cuthbert
blasted a two-run shot as Kan-
sas City topped Houston to
avoid being swept in the
three-game series.

Morales began the five-
run seventh with a shot into
the Astros’ right field bull-
pen to break a 1-1 tie. It was
Morales’ 15th career multi-
home run game. He hom-
ered in the fourth for the
first Kansas City run.

Alcides Escobar singled

before Cuthbert’s home run,
his seventh, on an 0-1 Doug
Fister pitch. Left-hander
Tony Sipp was summoned to
get the final out of the sev-
enth, but instead allowed a
single to Alex Gordon, a
double to Lorenzo Cain,
which was his third hit, and
a two-run double to Eric
Hosmer.

Nationals 3, Brewers 2
MILWAUKEE — Tanner

Roark threw seven shutout
innings while Jose Lobaton
and Clint Robinson hom-
ered as Washington snapped
a seven-game losing streak
with a win over Milwaukee
at Miller Park.

Roark held Milwaukee to
seven hits and a walk while
striking out seven to pick up
a victory for the third time
in his last four starts.

He had little to show for
his work early on as the Na-
tionals managed just one hit
off Brewers starter Jimmy
Nelson, who only lasted five
innings in large part be-
cause of five walks.

Angels 7, Athletics 6
ANAHEIM — Jefry Marte

hit a sacrifice fly in the bot-
tom of the ninth inning as Los
Angeles rallied for a win over
Oakland in front of 36,715 at
Angel Stadium.

Mike Trout and Albert
Pujols each had three of the
Angels’ 13 hits, with Trout
adding a two-run home run,
as Los Angeles broke a six-
game losing streak. Right-
hander Huston Street re-
ceived the win in relief.
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Former Bruins standout
Bourque chargedwith DUI
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former Boston Bruins
star Ray Bourque was ar-
rested on a drunken driving
charge, stemming from a
two-vehicle accident late
Friday night.

Bourque, 55, was driving a
Mercedes SUV and struck a
minivan around 11:30 p.m., ac-
cording to police in Andover,
Massachusetts. No injuries
were reported after the crash
in Andover, located about 25
miles north of Boston.

The Hockey Hall of Famer

was charged with operating
under the influence. He post-
ed bail and was released.

Bourque is slated for ar-
raignment on Monday.

Bourque played 22 NHL
seasons — more than 20 of
them for the Bruins — and
is a five-time winner of the
Norris Trophy, awarded to
the NHL’s top defenseman.

He played his final one-
plus season for the Colorado
Avalanche.

Bourque is currently a
consultant to the Bruins’
coaching staff.


