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know somebody has to be the
bad guy,” McCullough added.

“You don’t win any friends
in there,” said Speedway 95
owner Del Merritt. “You’re
damned if you do and
damned if you don’t. In a
perfect world, you could use
the honor system. But that’s
not going to happen.

“They have to treat every-
one the same and enforce the
rules properly,” added Mer-
ritt, who feels Mingo and the
McCulloughs have done
their jobs very well.

McCullough said there are
some drivers who cheat and
others who simply make an
honest mistake.

“We have people who
don’t realize what they’ve
done and others who do it on
purpose and will say they
didn’t do it,” said Mc-
Cullough. “Some of the the
ideas they come up with are
crazy.”

Huff has a different per-
spective.

“Ninety-five percent of
[cheaters] know what they’re
doing but they like to play
dumb and say they didn’t
know [the rules]. They’ll give
you a bogus story or a silly
excuse,” he said.

But Huff said the drivers
have been more respectful
this season.

The tech inspectors get to
know the drivers, so they
have an idea which ones
might be more prone to test
them. The cheating usually
involves the engine, since it
is the toughest part of the car
to examine.

They have witnessed
some interesting cheating
tactics.

“You are allowed one
spring rubber per car and
you can put it anywhere.
One guy filled both of his
rear springs full of spring
rubbers. There were proba-
bly 10 of them,” said Mc-

Cullough, who disqualified
the driver.

“The next week, he had
bought two new springs so
he had just the one spring
rubber and he won,” added
McCullough.

Mingo recalled that one
driver “had put so much tire
softener on his tires, the soft-
ener was still coming off of
his tires after he had won the
race.” The driver was dis-
qualified.

Huff said a driver told him
his car’s body was “home-
fabricated because he was
trying to save money. He
couldn’t afford to buy body
panels. But what he he was
trying to do was improve his
car’s aerodynamics.”

Huff didn’t disqualify him
but forced him to add 50
pounds of weight to his car.

Tech inspections vary in
length.

McCullough said it usual-
ly takes them five to seven
minutes per car.

He also said they have
reached the point where they
can tell if a car might be ille-
gal before the race, so they
will inform the driver so the
driver can make the adjust-
ments necessary to ensure
its legality for the race.

Mingo said if they suspect
that an engine is illegal, it

could take two hours to pull
it out and examine it.

“You have to keep them on
their toes,” he said.

Huff uses a “spy camera”
at Unity, which enables them
to check out an engine with-
out removing it from the car
and significantly reduces the
time spent on tech inspec-
tion.

Mingo said it is “challeng-
ing” to catch the cheaters at
Speedway 95 but he pointed
out that they have had just
one disqualification so far
this season, while Mc-
Cullough hasn’t had any.

Unity usually has one dis-
qualification every race
night, according to Huff.

“We probably disqualify
three or four a year. But it’s
been real good this year,”
said McCullough. “I don’t
know whether they have
smartened up or we have a
different crowd of people.”

The techs absorb a lot of
complaints and it has
reached new levels with the
advent of social media.
Mingo said social media is
“one of the worst things to
happen to stock car racing
because people will use it to
complain about the track.

“All you can do is tech the
same way for every driver,”
he added.

They try to make it known
to all the drivers that they
are available if they have
any questions prior to the
feature. That ensures that if
drivers have any doubts
about the legality of their
car, they can find out ahead
of time and address it.

Being the person who leas-
es the track and a tech in-
spector requires a balancing
act, according to Huff.

“You have to be fair but
you also want the drivers to
keep coming back,” he said.

Huff will occasionally get
a car from another track that
will be illegal because they
don’t know the Unity rules. If
they can’t make the neces-
sary changes to legalize the
car, he will let them race but
won’t allow them to finish in
the top three and they will
have to make the adjust-
ments before the next time
they race.

However, he said it irri-
tates him when a multiple-

car owner will threaten to
takes his cars elsewhere if he
doesn’t get his way in the
tech garage.

“People like that leave a
bitter taste in my mouth. It
isn’t good for the sport,” said
Huff, who will disqualify
them if they aren’t legal.

The tech inspectors know
it is important to maintain
their composure and to not
hold a grudge.

“Once I leave the race-
track on Wednesday night, I
don’t worry about what hap-
pened. It’s on to the next
Wednesday,” said Mc-
Cullough.

“Everybody simmers
down in a couple of days,”
said Huff. “Things are some-
times said in the heat of the
moment that people don’t
mean.”

They all enjoy being in-
volved in racing and Mc-
Cullough points out that it
gives them the opportunity
to “meet people.”

“We had a contact that let
us know that Dana White
was really interested in
bringing his show to Maine
and that he really wanted to
do it in August,” he added.
“There were no [Maine]
shows in August so we con-
tacted Matt Peterson and
asked if he could put togeth-
er a show real quick and
Matt pulled it together and
we got it done.”

White is expected to be on
a brief vacation in Maine at
the time of his Bangor show,

which will be taped for sub-
sequent viewing on UFC
Fight Pass and YouTube.

“When Dana White rings,
you answer the call,” said
Peterson. “It’s an honor to
be able to work with the top
promotion in the world to
provide a platform for fight-
ers to showcase their talent
in front of an international
audience.”

The card is expected to
include four Young’s MMA
fighters — C.J. Ewer, Josh
Harvey, Aaron Lacey and
Ryan Sanders — competing
in separate bouts.

“It’s a huge opportunity
for the guys, really solid ex-
posure,” said Young. “I’m

excited about it. It’s a pretty
big deal.”

Another scheduled bout
will have Jon Lemke of Team
Irish MMA Fitness Academy
in Brewer against Jesse Er-
ickson of Auburn, while Pe-
terson said other fighters on
the card will be coming from
as far away as Brazil, Califor-
nia and South Carolina.

“This is a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity for these
athletes to showcase their
skills in front of the most
powerful person in the sport
of mixed martial arts,” said
Peterson. “I know they are
ready to step up and perform
— and are hungry to make
an impression on Dana.”

lar seasons in 2007, 2008 and
2011.

Brewer’s Central Aroos-
took squads compiled a
35-10 record during 14 post-
season appearances that in-
cluded additional trips to
the Eastern D champion-

ship game in 2004 and 2009.
The only time the Pan-

thers did not qualify for
postseason play under
Brewer was in 2015, when
Central Aroostook finished
3-15.

Houlton, which won a
Class C state champion-
ship as recently as 2014,
became the smallest school
in Class B North last win-
ter under the new align-

ment created by the state-
wide expansion of high
school basketball from
four to five classes.

The Shiretowners fin-
ished 2-16 last season under
Kingsbury, who had taken
his first head coaching post
at age 19 and guided Easton
High School to a 67-15 record
over four years before being
approved for the Houlton
job on June 1, 2015.

Hockey team American In-
ternational College (7-29-3)
and Hockey East rival New
Hampshire (11-20-6). UMaine
will play one nonleague
game against the Wildcats
in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, on Dec. 20, along with
two league games against
them in Durham, New
Hampshire, (Dec. 2) and
Orono the next night.

UMaine and UNH won’t
also play in Portland like
they did the previous two
years.

The Black Bears will take
on Brown at Portland’s Cross
Insurance Arena in Portland
on Nov. 26 and will host AIC
for a pair on Dec. 9-10.

Former UMaine assistant
Gary Wright retired after 32
years behind the bench at
AIC and was replaced by for-
mer Army West Point assis-
tant and AIC player and
graduate assistant Eric
Lang.

UMaine will take on Bos-
ton College to open its 22-
game Hockey East schedule
on Nov. 4 at the Cross Insur-
ance Arena. The two teams
will play in Orono the next
night before UMaine plays a
home-and-home league se-
ries with UMass Lowell on
Nov. 11 in Orono and Nov. 13
in Lowell, Massachusetts

The Black Bears will play
a Frozen Fenway game
against UConn on Jan. 14 in
Boston and their third and
final Portland game against
Notre Dame on Feb. 10.

In Hockey East, UMaine

will host two-game sets with
Massachusetts and North-
eastern and will have Port-
land-Orono games with
Notre Dame in addition to
Boston College. The Black
Bears will visit Vermont,
Providence and Merrimack
for two-game series and will
play a home-and-home se-
ries with Boston University
as well as UNH and UMass
Lowell.

UMaine will play UConn
in Storrs, Connecticut, two
days before they play the
Huskies again at Fenway
Park.

The Black Bears also will
play two exhibition games
in Orono against St. Francis
Xavier of Antigonish, Nova
Scotia, on Oct. 2 and the
United States National De-
velopment Program’s
Under-18 team on Jan. 6.

really. We never really even
had a chance to talk to the
Celtics.”

But given the Celtics’
other plans, it’s unlikely
they would have been will-
ing to re-sign Turner for an
average of $17.5 million per
year.

“I don’t think so, really,”
Turner said. “But I don’t
blame Danny for the way
this went.”

The Celt-
ics hadn’t
abandoned
Turner. Celt-
ics coach
Brad Stevens
called Turn-
er yesterday
with the in-
tention of
keeping the swingman in
the loop.

Stevens had already told
Turner on several occasions
that he was in his corner —
that he loved the way Turner’s
ballhandling and versatility
enhanced the Celtics offense.
Stevens often talked about
how much he admired Turn-
er’s sheer love for the game.

Turner thus went into the
offseason knowing he had
the support of the Celtics
coach. But there was some-
thing in their conversation
yesterday that left both men
understanding that nothing
was certain.

“Brad told me that he want-
ed me to be part of (the Celt-
ics’) future,” said Turner. “He
told me that he liked coaching
me, and that he would like to
coach me again.”

Busch questions tire safety after violent crash
BY DAVID SCOTT
THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER

DAYTONA BEACH, Flor-
ida — Kyle Busch’s car blew
a right rear tire and crashed
violently during Friday
morning’s practice for Sat-
urday’s Coke Zero 400 at
Daytona International
Speedway.

Busch, who was running
in a pack with Joe Gibbs
Racing teammates Denny
Hamlin, Carl Edwards and

Matt Kenseth, veered into
the Turn 2 wall when the
tire blew.
B u s c h
s l a m m e d
into the
SAFER bar-
rier, demol-
ishing the
front end of
the No. 18
Toyota. He
quickly got
out of the car and walked
away unhurt.

Although Busch ques-
tioned the safety of the tires
after the wreck, Goodyear
director of racing Greg
Stucker said it was caused
by a gash in the tire from
debris on the track.

“It doesn’t give you any
confidence whatsoever in
Goodyear’s ability to make
a tire that’s worthwhile to
go out there and race on,”
said Busch, who said the
tires had four laps of wear
on them. “I guess we’ll just

all suffer through it and
hope for the best. Pretty
confident in Joe Gibbs
Racing and their ability to
provide good race cars, not
very confident in Good-
year in giving us good
tires to go out there and
race on and have confi-
dence in them.”

Busch was asked if the
tire had been cut.

“I couldn’t tell you,” he
said.

Busch broke his leg and

foot in a crash into a non-
SAFER barrier part of Day-
tona during an Xfinity Se-
ries race in 2015.

“It wasn’t any fun,
that’s for sure,” Busch
said of Friday’s crash.
“Your first instinct is to
correct and the car auto-
matically corrects and
then finally when it hits
the apron it catches and
turns back the other way
head-on into the fence.
That was certainly a big

hit, and you have to thank
NASCAR for their safety
advancements in the cars
and the drivers’ equip-
ment and things like that
— the SAFER barrier as
well, that could have been
a heck of a lot worse than
that what that was.”

Busch will drive a backup
car in the race. Qualifying
was under way Friday after-
noon. Brian Scott has the
morning’s fastest practice
time (199.349 mph).
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Auto racing cars are rolled into a garage for inspections after a recent race at Speedway 95 in Hermon.


