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quent customer, who took
over ownership of Rocky
Knoll in March.

“I told her I read that she
had bought a golf course
and, in passing, I told her
she was going to need a head
pro there,” said Michaud. “I
had told her I was a certified
professional.

“She set up a little inter-
view and here I am,” said
Michaud who grew up in
Bristol, Connecticut, and
the Aroostook County towns
of Keegan and Caswell.

“He has a lot of good
ideas,” said Morgan. “He is
enthusiastic, he has positive
attitude and he is forward-
thinking.”

The 51-year-old Michaud
“absolutely loved” his first
week being a golf pro.

He doesn’t get a salary but
gets paid for golf lessons and
is determined to try to get
more golfers to the course,
especially youngsters.

“We’d love to get more
young people involved. Golf
is a passion for me and I want
to help people get better at the
game,” he said. “We want to
do anything we can to pro-
mote and grow the game of
golf. We want to put more golf
clubs in people’s hands.”

Michaud uses a tablet
computer to help teach golf-
ers as it gives him and them
a chance to analyze their
swings.

He said they are trying to
dispel the notion that Rocky
Knoll is primarily for older
golfers.

“When they opened up
the 18-hole course, they put
together a real nice design
that works well for all skill
levels,” said Michaud.

The course was originally
a nine-hole layout.

He also said that even
though Morgan is a busi-
nesswoman who doesn’t
have a golf background, she
is working “very hard’ to
make the course as desir-
able as possible.

They intend to run some
golf clinics throughout the
summer and Michaud said
one thing he has observed is
golfers work almost exclu-
sively on driving the ball
and putting it while ignor-
ing the short game “which is
the part of the game where
golfers lose the most
strokes.”

He said in addition to
working with them on their
swings, he intends to “teach
them good practice habits”
which means not just teeing
the ball up and trying to hit
it as far as they can.

Michaud, who still works
at Lowe’s, intends to leave
the area after his daughter,
Kellie, graduates from
Brewer High School next
year. His wife, Angel, is cur-
rently working in Tampa,
Florida, and he wants to sell
their house and move down
there.

And this job is an impor-
tant one for him because it
will enhance his resume as
he hopes to expand his life
as a golf pro in Florida.

“To be able to teach and
play golf, what better like
can you ask for?” he said.

Each move has represent-
ed a higher level of play, more
money and a better chance to
showcase his skills.

“We talked about what
would be the best option ex-
posure-wise, competitive
level and money,” said Bar-
nies, who in August returns
to Hungary where he will
join a new organization,
Szolnoki Olajbanyasz.

Barnies has never been
satisfied with being a pro.
He has done everything in
his power to continue im-
proving.

There have been plenty of
challenges, including ad-
justing to the European
style of play and officiating,
which requires an emphasis
on footwork.

“I’m at the highest level I
have been at overseas so far
right now,” he said. “I’ve
been making small steps,
but moving up every year.”

Barnies has significantly
expanded his game since
earning All-America East
first-team recognition as a
senior at UMaine in 2011,
when he blossomed into a
potent post presence at
power forward.

“My game has changed
completely, but I feel like
that’s what I love about it,”
Barnies said.

Barnies has spent recent
seasons working on his
skills as a perimeter player,
where he is forced to put the
ball on the floor and also
shoot 3-pointers.

“At the professional level,
I’m an undersized 4 [power
forward]. I can still guard
big guys, but I also have to
use my versatility and

quickness against them,” he
said.

Barnies said coming from
a small state and a relatively
unknown college program
have forced him to make
scouts take notice with his
play.

“It’s tough getting your
reputation up when you’re
coming from Maine,” he
said. “It’s really been fueling
the fire, to be honest,
throughout my career. It’s
nice to the be the underdog.
I really enjoy it.”

Hungarian teams are al-
lowed to have five Ameri-
cans on the roster and play
four at a time. That is a de-
parture from Turkey, where
each team is permitted only
two Americans, one in the
game.

Living and playing in Eu-
rope comes with a few chal-
lenges. Barnies admits hav-
ing learned only small bits

and pieces of the native lan-
guages where he has lived as
many people also speak
some English.

There also are benefits,
including being able to visit
many new places and sam-
ple the local cuisine. Bar-
nies declined to get into the
specifics of his salary, but
he said he is provided with
an apartment and a vehicle
during his stay.

“The only things I have to
pay for are gas for the car
and groceries,” he said.

Barnies said personal
safety has not been much of
an issue living and playing
in foreign countries. He
pointed out that he previ-
ously lived within a few
blocks of where a terrorist
bombing occurred in Istan-
bul in 2015.

He and his fiancee, Abby
Tardiff of Augusta, have en-
joyed living in Hungary and

seeing the sites.
“I think she’s more excit-

ed to go back than I am right
now,” Barnies said. “I’m
still trying to enjoy this
Maine weather.”

Barnies hopes his stint
with Szolnoki Olajbanyasz
will serve as the conduit to
better opportunities down
the road. The ultimate goal
is the NBA, but a spot in the
Euroleague, featuring Eu-
rope’s best basketball, might
be more realistic.

Szolnoki Olajbanyasz will
provide Barnies with a
chance for advancement as it
competes in the Hungarian
A Division and also plays in
new Basketball Champions
League, a high-level tourna-
ment that includes 48 teams
teams from 31 countries.

“This is big for me to get
more exposure around Eu-
rope,” he said.

Barnies will head back to

Hungary to begin his pre-
season preparations in Au-
gust. In the meantime, he’ll
be working out and trying to
enjoy visiting his family and
friends in Maine.

Eventually, he plans to
join the coaching ranks.
While at home, he shares his
experiences working at the
Hoop Basketball Camp in
Casco and helping out Ed-
ward Little coach Mike
Adams with his summer
program.

Barnies also has been
working with the city of Au-
burn to procure funds to re-
furbish its outdoor courts.

He realizes how fortunate
he has been to have enjoyed
the chance to play profes-
sionally.

“My goal is to get to the
highest level possible before
I retire, before my body says
I can’t do it any more,” he
said.

But something led a man
whose teams have done
nothing but win for decades
— with more than 500 career
victories at Dirigo in Dix-
field and Spruce Mountain
in Jay — and who was
coaching at a school that he
attended, to give up the
game he loves.

Students and parents
should be allowed to ap-
proach a coach discreetly
and ask about issues involv-
ing playing time — maybe
once a season. In that way,
the coach can explain his
expectations and the play-
er’s shortcomings and the
student and parents will be
armed with knowledge
about what he or she needs
to do to have a more signifi-
cant role on the team.

That should be the end of
the discussion.

Athletic administrators
should scrutinize coaches
and hold them to high stan-
dards, but if those standards
are met, then a coach’s deci-
sions in regard to every-
thing involving basketball
should be followed and re-
spected.

Those administrators,
barring any alleged wrong-

doing by a coach, should
stand behind the coach’s
handling of the team whole-
heartedly. They should not
intervene on behalf of par-
ents to suggest that someone
should receive more playing
time.

Ditto for the school prin-
cipal, who hired his athletic
director and recommended
the coach be hired for good
reasons, or someone on the
local school board.

Some athletes are more
talented and more driven
than others. There are those
who will always be role
players or may have no on-
court role at all unless they
do the necessary work to
improve.

Men and women become
coaches to teach young peo-
ple and to build cohesive
teams. Most aren’t spending
all those hours in the gym
for their own edification.

That’s why coaching deci-
sions must remain with the
coaches. They were hired to
do a job and should be al-
lowed to do it.

Kane is a proven winner
and a humble man who
loves coaching basketball. If
someone of his caliber re-
signs his position, it should
give us pause to reconsider
how coaches are treated by
students, parents and ad-
ministrators.

broke the Swiss in the final
game of the set.

“This one clearly hurts
because I felt I could have
had it,” Federer said. “So
close. It was really so, so
close. It clearly hurts.”

The 25-year-old Raonic,
seeded No. 6, became the
first Canadian man in histo-
ry to advance to the final of
a Grand Slam tournament.

“An incredible comeback
for me, really,” the 6-foot-5
Raonic said. “I was strug-
gling there through the
third and fourth sets. He
was playing some really
good tennis. And just on the
little, little opening, I man-
aged to turn it around. I’m
by no means done what I
want to be here to do.”

Raonic has had John McEn-
roe in his coaching corner
since the Wimbledon warm-
up tournament at Queen’s
Club three weeks ago.

“What he told me today is:
‘Go out there, leave it all out
there,’” Raonic said. “I
showed a lot of emotion out
there, always positive, and I
think that’s what got me
through. Mentally, I had one
of my best matches in my
history and my career.”

Federer had been 10-0 in
Wimbledon semifinals, win-
ning seven of his finals. Ra-
onic avenged a Wimbledon
semifinal loss to Federer in
straight sets two years ago.

Federer, who turns 35
next month, was the oldest
man to reach the Wimble-
don semifinals since 39-year-
old Ken Rosewall was run-
ner-up in 1974.

Federer last won Wimble-
don in 2012, the last of his
record 17 Grand Slam cham-
pionships.

“It’s a dream to win my
eighth,” Federer said. “It’s
not my only reason why I
play tennis, just to be clear,
otherwise I’ll go in a freeze
box now and come out be-
fore Wimbledon next year.”

While serving at 2-1 down
in the fifth set, Federer lost
his footing on a deuce point
and fell onto his stomach on
the turf while trying to
reach a passing shot. Feder-
er went immediately to his
chair and called for a train-
er, who examined his left
knee.

“I hope I didn’t hurt my-
self,” Federer said. “I don’t
know at this point. I hope it’s
not so bad. I walked it off. I
was able to finish. But I don’t
slipa lot. Idon’t ever falldown.
It was a different fall for me

than I’ve ever had. I just hope
I’m going to be fine. I believe I
am, but I’ll know more tomor-
row when I wake up.”

In Murray’s previous
Wimbledon finals, he lost to
Federer in 2012 and beat
Novak Djokovic a year later.

On Sunday, Murray will
be playing in his 11th major
final. He won the 2012 U.S.

Open but has lost the other
eight times he has reached
the championship match at
a Grand Slam tournament.

The 29-year-old Murray
beat Raonic 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-3 in
the final at Queen’s Club, win-
ning in three sets. Murray has
a 6-3 record against Raonic.

Six-time women’s cham-
pion Serena Williams stands

one victory from her record-
tying 22nd Grand Slam sin-
gles title when she faces An-
gelique Kerber on Saturday.

Kerber, who beat Wil-
liams at the Australian
Open, will again attempt to
deny the top-seeded Ameri-
can as the No. 4 German
plays in her first Wimbledon
final.
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Milos Raonic reaches to return a shot to Roger Federer during their Wimbledon singles semifinal match on Friday in
London.


