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A source told ESPN’s
Adam Schefter that the
union is expected to peti-
tion for cert in an effort to
challenge NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell’s
power.

On April 25, the three-
judge appeals court panel
ruled 2-1 that Goodell was
within his powers when he
suspended Brady for his
alleged role to deflate the
footballs used in the 2015
AFC Championship Game
against the Indianapolis
Colts on Jan. 18, 2015.

Brady was originally
suspended by Goodell on
May 11, 2015, for his in-
volvement in the game,
which New England won
45-7.

The NFL-commissioned
investigation was conduct-
ed by attorney Ted Wells,
who concluded it was
“more probable than not”
that Brady was “generally
aware” of Patriots atten-
dants deflating footballs
prior to the AFC Champi-
onship Game.

The Patriots were
docked $1 million and two
draft picks for the scandal
that has come to be known
as Deflategate.

Kraft did not appeal the
$1 million fine and the loss
of a first-round pick in the
2016 draft and a fourth-
rounder in 2017 as part of
the penalties.

“From day one, I have
believed in Tom and given
him my unwavering sup-
port in his pursuit to right-
fully clear his name of any
wrongdoing,” Kraft said in
a statement. “That support
extends throughout our or-
ganization and has only
grown more steadfast as
the preponderance of sci-
entific evidence has exon-
erated Tom. Unfortunate-
ly, this stopped being
about air pressure a long
time ago.

“This entire process has
indelibly taken a toll on
our organization, our fans
and most importantly,
Tom Brady. His reluctant
decision to stop pursuing
further action and to put
this situation behind him
is what he feels is best for
the team in preparation
for this season and is fully
supported by me and our
entire organization.”

With the suspension,
Brady will miss the season
opener on the road against
the Arizona Cardinals on
“Sunday Night Football”
on Sept. 11. He also will
miss games against the
Miami Dolphins, Houston
Texans and Buffalo Bills.
Backup quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo is ex-
pected to take over in
those games.

Brady will be eligible to
return in Week 5 on Oct. 9
against the Cleveland
Browns. The four-time
Super Bowl winner signed
a two-year contract exten-
sion during the offseason

that dropped his 2016 sala-
ry from $9 million to $1
million to save himself al-
most $2 million in lost sal-
ary during the suspension.
His renegotiated deal de-

ferred $8 million of his
2016 salary.

Brady will be docked
four-17ths of his $1 million
base salary, or a total of
$235,294.

On the back nine as rain
came down harder, Mickel-
son made his first bogey of
the tournament at the 12th,
birdied the 14th and made
bogey at the 15th.

“If I look back to my mid-
30s, I am 35 pounds lighter,
in better shape than I was
and can manage the symp-
toms of my psoriatic arthri-
tis,” Mickelson told the
BBC. “I feel stronger and in
a better condition than I
have ever been.

“I can’t see why I can’t
play my best golf in the com-
ing years. I am optimistic
about this week and the
coming years and the oppor-
tunities to add to my re-
sume.”

Mickelson, a five-time
major champion and 42-time
winner on the PGA Tour,
has not won since the 2013
Open at Muirfield.

“It’s a lot easier having
already held it,” Mickelson
said. “Winning the Open
was the greatest challenge of
my career, and I’ve already
done it. I would love nothing
more than to add another
one. But knowing I’ve al-
ready done it takes the pres-
sure off.”

The 40-year-old Stenson
won three weeks ago at the
BMW International in Ger-
many, his 10th victory on the
European Tour. He is ranked
sixth in the world — the high-
est-ranked player without a
major championship.

“I was five back of Phil
from yesterday, so of course
I was hoping to gain a little,
and the way it turned out I
gained quite a lot,” said
Stenson, who shot a 32 on
the back nine. “It’s still
early in the tournament,

though. We’re only halfway
through or not even there.
But so far, so good. It’s not
easy out there. It’s a great
result, really.”

Bradley is back on the
leaderboard at a major in
the last of his five-year ex-
emption based on his PGA
Championship victory in
2011. Bradley hasn’t won
any tournament in four
years and is ranked No. 120
in the world.

“It’s just more fun to play
well,” Bradley said. “It’s
extra hard to play well and
not see the scores, and that’s
kind of what’s been happen-
ing to me over the last cou-
ple of months. That’s actual-
ly harder than playing. …
Everybody comes up to me
and says, ‘What’s wrong
with you?’ And that’s the
toughest. Because I tell
them, ‘I’m fine.’ I’m enjoy-
ing the challenge of getting
better.”

World No. 1 Jason Day is
1-over and tied for 41st after
a second-round 70. No. 2
Dustin Johnson shot a 69
and is 2-under, eight shots
back in a tie for 15th, along
with No. 4 Rory McIlroy,
who made four bogeys in
five holes for a 71.

No. 3 Jordan Spieth shot a
75 and No. 5 Bubba Watson a
76, and both are at 4-over,
the cut line for 67th place.

A second-round 76 led
Ernie Els to a fourth missed
cut — by one stroke — in his
past seven British Opens.

Ben Curtis, The Open
champion in 2003, recorded
a sextuple-bogey 10 at the
par-four fourth, hitting his
ball into three different bun-
kers. He finished with a 12-
over 83 and a cumulative
score of 18-over 160, missing
out on the weekend for the
third year in a row and sev-
enth time in the last eight
years.
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Earnhardt tomiss NewHampshire with concussion
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Dale Earnhardt Jr. will
not compete in Sunday’s
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race at New Hampshire
Motor Speedway after expe-
r i e n c i n g
concussion-
like symp-
toms, his Hendrick Motors-
ports team announced
Thursday.

In the release, the team
said Earnhardt was evaluat-
ed this week in Charlotte
(N.C.) and on Thursday was
not cleared by physicians to
race. Alex Bowman will be
the team’s substitute driver
this weekend at New Hamp-
shire (1:30 p.m. on NBCSN).

“I wasn’t feeling great the
week going into Kentucky
(Speedway) and thought it
was possibly severe aller-
gies,” Earnhardt said. “I
saw a family doctor and was
given medication for aller-
gies and a sinus infection.
When that didn’t help, I de-
cided to dig a little deeper.
Because of my symptoms
and my history with concus-
sions, and after my recent
wrecks at Michigan and
Daytona, I reached out and
met with a neurological spe-

cialist. After further evalua-
tion, they felt it was best for
me to sit out.

“I’m disappointed about
missing New Hampshire
this weekend. I’m looking
forward to treatment with
the goal of getting back in
the race car when the doc-
tors say I’m ready.”

A timetable for Earn-
hardt’s return is still un-
known.

Bowman raced fulltime in
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries in 2014 and 2015, with a
best finish of 13th at Dayto-
na in July of 2014. He has
competed in four NASCAR
XFINITY Series races this
season, all with Earnhardt’s
JR Motorsports race team.

This is the second time
Earnhardt has pulled him-
self from competition for
concussion-related issues.
In 2012, he missed two races
during the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup after a
wreck at Talladega Super-
speedway.

“I’m proud of Dale for
standing up,” said Rick Hen-
drick, owner of Hendrick
Motorsports. “The No. 1 pri-
ority is his health, so we’re
going to give him all the
time he needs. We complete-

ly support the decision by
the doctors and will be ready
to go win races when he’s
100 percent. In the mean-
time, we have full confi-
dence in (crew chief) Greg
(Ives) and the team, and we
know they’ll do a great job.”

Earnhardt Jr.’s misfor-
tune may turn into a com-
ing-out party for Jeff Gor-
don — coming out of retire-
ment, that is.

Earnhardt’s status for fu-
ture races this season re-
mains uncertain.

Should Earnhardt have to
miss next week’s NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race at
Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, Hendrick Motorsports
already has a super sub
lined up to replace him.

“If Dale is not able to go to
Indianapolis, we will put Jeff
Gordon in the car,” said Hen-

drick Motorsports General
Manager Doug Duchardt.

The choice is logical. Fox
Sports has completed its
portion of the Sprint Cup
season, and Gordon’s ser-
vices as a booth analyst
aren’t required for the rest
of the year. Consider also
that Gordon has five victo-
ries at the Brickyard, a re-
cord for the vaunted track.

Whether Gordon returns
to race at Indy, however, de-
pends on the prognosis for
Earnhardt, who was advised
by doctors this week not to
race at Loudon. Alex Bow-
man, initially contacted as a
possible relief for Earnhardt
before the extent of his con-
dition was known, is driving
the No. 88 Chevrolet this
weekend.

“Alex came in Tuesday
night to get fitted for the
car,” Duchardt said. “And at
that time, it was in the con-
tingency that he would have
to backfill for Dale after
Dale started the race.

“Dale then went and saw
a team of neurologists and
in the past two days has
been going through some
tests. (Thursday) around
noon is when I found out
that Dale could not be in the

car for this weekend, based
on their suggestion.”

Earnhardt’s health issues
also bring an important op-
portunity to Bowman, who
drives a limited NASCAR
XFINITY Series schedule for
JR Motorsports.

“Yeah, it’s been a crazy 12
hours, for sure,” Bowman
said on Friday morning at
NHMS. “I think the first
time (crew chief) Greg (Ives)
called me, I was at work, so I
didn’t even answer. But it’s
definitely not the circum-
stances that I want to get an
opportunity like this. Obvi-
ously I’m hoping Dale feels
better, but at the same time,
it’s the best opportunity I’ve
ever had in my life.

“I’m ready to just plug
into their program and do
my job. I’ll give them the
best feedback I can and go
from there. I’m really confi-
dent in the whole team. Ob-
viously, they bring great
race cars to the track every
weekend, so if I just do my
job, I feel like we would be
good to plug into it.”

Duchardt declined to
speculate whether Gordon
would substitute for Earn-
hardt in additional races, if
necessary.
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NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Dale Earnhardt Jr.
waves to the fans last Sunday during driver introductions
before the Quaker State 400 presented by Advance Auto
Parts at Kentucky Speedway.
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New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady drops back
to pass during minicamp at Gillette Stadium in June.

Kyle Busch to defend title at ‘MagicMile’
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

LOUDON, New Hamp-
shire — Sunday’s New
Hampshire 301 will be the
43rd Sprint Cup race held at
the “Magic Mile,” the New
Hampshire
M o t o r
Speedway.

K y l e
Busch is the defending win-
ner of this race, while Matt
Kenseth won there last fall
in the Chase race.

Brad Keselowski won last
Saturday night’s race, the
Quaker State 400, at Ken-
tucky Speedway. It was Kes-
elowski’s second straight
win, having captured the
Coke Zero 400 at Daytona
the week before.

There have been 11 differ-
ent drivers to win a race
thus far in the first 18 races
this season. There are only
eight races remaining for
drivers to qualify for the
16-driver Chase for the
Sprint Cup Championship
field.

Keselowski’s (595 points)
win at Kentucky helped
close the gap on points lead-
er Kevin Harvick (599
points) to just a four-point
margin. Kurt Busch re-
mains in third place (583),
followed by Carl Edwards
(566), Joey Logano (533),
Kyle Busch (521), Martin
Truex Jr. (514), Chase Elliott
(492), Jimmie Johnson (484)
and Matt Kenseth (477).
Xfinity Series race to run

Saturday
Saturday will mark the

30th time the Xfinity Series

has raced at New Hamp-
shire, with the Lakes Region
200 set to begin at 4 p.m.
Denny Hamlin is the defend-
ing winner of last year’s
Xfinity race there.

The last 12 winners of this
race have been Sprint Cup
regulars, including four
wins from Kyle Busch and
two wins by Brad Keselows-
ki. The last true Xfinity Se-
ries driver to win at New
Hampshire was David
Green, back in 2003.

Kyle Busch won last Fri-
day’s Alsco 300 at Kentucky
Speedway, marking Busch’s
fifth win this season in the
Xfinity Series.
No sophomore slump for

Edwards
Early in his debut season

with Joe Gibbs Racing last
year, Carl Edwards had a

rough time.
But that was before he

learned to go with the flow —
or the “wave,” as he called it.

Edwards won his first
race with JGR in the 12th
event of 2015, the Coca-Cola
600, and didn’t visit Victory
Lane again until Labor Day
weekend at Darlington.

Within the first 18 races of
2015, Edwards won back-to-
back at Bristol and Rich-
mond and has posted 12 top
10s, including a second-place
finish last week at Kentucky
Speedway. Collectively, JGR
drivers have won seven
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
races this year, with affili-
ated Furniture Row Racing
driver Martin Truex Jr. add-
ing another.

“The beginning of last
year, I didn’t expect the

changeover to JGR… it was
a bigger deal than I expect-
ed,” Edwards said on Friday
afternoon at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway. “I
tried a little too hard to
begin with and made some
moves and mistakes that I
hadn’t made in a long time. I
settled in and feel like I’m
doing a better job now.

“I’m riding the wave that
is JGR. These guys, they’ve
been working a long time to
get to this point, and I’m the
lucky recipient of that hard
work. Right now you can
just look at the scoreboard
every week, or the speed
charts — our Toyotas are re-
ally fast. I can’t point to one
thing. I think overall it’s
TRD (Toyota Racing Devel-
opment), JGR — all the folks
that do this and us team-
mates working together that
gives us those results.”

NOTEBOOK: Martin
Truex Jr. was fastest in
opening NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series practice at New
Hampshire Motor Speed-
way, turning a lap at 133.562
mph. Fellow Toyota drivers
Carl Edwards and Kyle
Busch were second and
third, respectively. …
Bobby Santos won Friday
afternoon’s NASCAR Whel-
en Modified Tour event at
NHMS, beating Eric Goo-
dale to the finish line by
.127 seconds. Veteran Ron
Silk was third, .698 seconds
back. NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series driver Ryan New-
man held his own against
the modified stars, finish-
ing 10th.
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Crews for NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Kyle Busch
push the car after inspection before the Quaker State 400
presented by Advance Auto Parts at Kentucky Speedway
last Sunday.

IAN RUTHERFORD | USA TODAY SPORTS

Phil Mickelson lines up his putt on the 18th green during
the second round of the 145th Open Championship golf
tournament at Royal Troon Golf Club in Scotland.
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