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would be racing for second
at the end of the race like
that. Overall, proud of the
effort the team put in — nev-
er-quit attitude. It really
paid off today.”

Kenseth first took the
lead with 43 laps to go. Kyle
Busch and Martin Truex Jr.
had combined to lead all but
two laps of the race to that
point. Other lap leaders
were Jimmie Johnson and
Brad Keselowski.

Johnson led the first lap
after starting on the pole be-
fore Busch took the top spot.
Keselowski led lap 184 dur-
ing a cycle of green-flag pit
stops.

Denny Hamlin stayed out
during a debris caution in-
side the final 40 laps to in-
herit the lead. After a physi-
cal battle on the restart that
followed, Kenseth regained
the top spot. Hamlin, on
older tires, dropped back
through the field and pitted
when the yellow flag waved

again with 20 laps remain-
ing.

After combining to domi-
nate most of the race, Busch
and Truex struggled late.
During one late-race cau-
tion, Truex reported to his
crew that he was suffering
from issues with his shifter
and clutch.

Busch, meanwhile, re-
started second to Kenseth
with 17 laps remaining
and was third for the final
restart with seven laps to
go. But in the final green-
flag run to the checkered
flag, Busch lost more posi-
tions, dropping outside
the top five. He finished
eighth.

The yellow flag waved
seven times throughout the
race, even though there
were only two cautions in
the first two-thirds of the
301-lap race. The yellow flag
waved on lap 100 when Josh
Wise got into the wall and
Chris Buescher spun while
trying to avoid him.

Inside the final 30 laps,
Alex Bowman, filling in be-
hind the wheel of the No. 88
Hendrick Motorsports

Chevrolet normally driven
by Dale Earnhardt Jr., suf-
fered a tire issue and, as a
result, hit the wall. At the
same time, his HMS team-
mate Chase Elliott also
wrecked. Bowman ran sev-
eral laps inside the top 10
before his crash in his sub-
stitute role.

The yellow flag waved
again when a tire issue re-
sulted in a Kurt Busch
wreck with 20 laps to go.
When the race restarted
with 17 to go, the yellow flag
was up again when Kyle
Larson got off track and ran
through the infield grass.

“Every restart, you’re
just hoping not to mess up
and spin the tires too bad,”
Kenseth said. “Thankfully
we had good ones, and we
had great power, and we had
good traction, and we were
able to get going pretty good
in a straight line and then
after a couple laps, we were
able to roll the middle and
get away.”

There was a competition
caution on lap 36 because of
rain at the track earlier in
the day. The other two cau-

tions were for debris.
NOTES: Dale Earnhardt

(concussion-like symptoms)
was sidelined for the New
Hampshire 301. Alex Bow-
man filled-in behind the
wheel of the No. 88 Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet. Jeff
Gordon was the first choice
to drive the car, but he was
vacationing in France with
his family. … NASCAR
moved Sunday’s schedule
up by five minutes because
of the prediction of rain in
the area later in the after-
noon. … Kyle Busch led all
but 10 laps and won the
NASCAR Xfinity Series race
at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway on Saturday. …
Brad Keselowski headed
into Sunday’s race riding a
wave of momentum from
two-consecutive wins at
Kentucky Speedway and
Daytona International
Speedway. … Busch won
last year’s New Hampshire
301, but Matt Kenseth is the
most recent Sprint Cup win-
ner at NHMS, winning the
Chase for the Sprint Cup
race hosted by the track last
fall.
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Eagles QBWentz
tomiss opener
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Even though the Philadel-
phia Eagles selected quar-
terback Carson Wentz with
the No. 2 overall pick, head
coach Doug Pederson plans
to groom him at a slow pace.

The Eagles don’t need to
rush to get
the rookie
ready for
the season
opener on Sept. 11 against
the Cleveland Browns with
Sam Bradford and Chase
Daniel already on the ros-
ter.

“Typically, the third
quarterback is down,”
Pederson told the Philly-
Voice. “It’s hard right
now to look down the
road, but if we had to play
this week, Carson would
be down. He’d be the third
quarterback. He’d be de-
activated. That’s probably
the direction we’re head-
ing, I would think is going
that route. Obviously bar-
ring injury and, as you
know, how this game is,
but typically the third
quarterback, whoever
that is, is down on game
day.”

Bradford re-signed with
the Eagles in March, a two-
year, $35 million deal that
seemingly solidified his
standing as the No. 1 quar-
terback. Philadelphia signed
Daniel as an experienced
backup option for a three-
year, $21 million deal.

Wentz played at FCS pow-
erhouse North Dakota State
and some projected him as a
starter only if he fell into a
situation — like the one pro-
jected in Philadelphia —
where he had at least one
year to get up to speed
against NFL talent.

Now Pederson seems to
be confirming that Bradford
and Daniel will start the sea-
son atop the depth chart,
with Wentz the No. 3 quar-
terback.

Manziel insists he’s keeping
lowprofile

Embattled quarterback
Johnny Manziel has been
relatively quiet since mak-
ing a vow to go completely
sober starting July 1.

The Washington Post
wrote an in-depth feature on
Manziel but he did not re-
spond to text messages re-
questing an interview for
the story.

Manziel’s spokeswoman,
Denise Michaels, told the
Post that the former Cleve-
land Browns quarterback is
“content and settled” after
she saw him recently.

Michaels emailed a state-
ment to the newspaper from
Manziel.

“I’m actually doing well,”
Manziel said in the state-
ment. “I have good friends
around me supporting what
I do and I try to support
them in what they want to
do. I’m not saying I’m never
drinking again, but for now
just mostly being healthy.
I’ve got a killer gym in my
house and I can spend time
working out. I’m interested
in doing a lot of different
things in my life — includ-
ing football — but, right
now, I’m just exploring op-
tions and waiting to see
what the future holds.”

Manziel has only given in-
terviews to TMZ since
March when he was released
by the Browns. On Satur-
day, Manziel posted Insta-

gram videos from Hawaii.
On June 30, the NFL sus-

pended Manziel four games
for violating the NFL’s sub-
stance abuse policy.

The suspension would
begin once the free agent
signs with a team. Manziel
has remained unsigned after
some offseason issues which
include being charged with
assaulting his now-former
girlfriend.

Manziel could face fur-
ther discipline under the
NFL’s personal conduct pol-
icy over the alleged assault.

Manziel’s father, Paul,
told ESPN last month that
his son was a “druggie,” and
that jail “would be the best
place for him.”

Manziel, a former Heis-
man Trophy winner at
Texas A&M, was a first-
round pick by Cleveland in
2014.

In two seasons with the
Browns, Manziel appeared
in 15 games and posted a 2-6
record as a starter. He com-
pleted 57 percent of his
passes for 1,675 yards and
seven touchdowns while
throwing seven intercep-
tions.

Cowboys uncertain on LB
McClain’s future

The Dallas Cowboys have
not made a decision on line-
backer Rolando McClain’s
future after the NFL sus-
pended him 10 games for vi-
olation of the league’s sub-
stance abuse policy.

According to the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram,
many in the organization
want the starting middle
linebacker released but fi-
nancial implications pre-
vent the Cowboys from
moving on from McClain
immediately.

Cowboys owner Jerry
Jones remains the biggest
supporter for McClain, who
came out of retirement in
2014.

McClain, who was sus-
pended by the league on
June 30, recovered from
offseason surgery in 2015
to play 11 games and re-
cord 80 tackles, two sacks,
nine tackles for loss, 10
pressures, one intercep-
tion and three pass break-
ups.

“Disappointed is the
word,” Jones told the
Star-Telegram. “It is a rec-
ognition that these depen-
dency issues are a diffi-
cult thing to address. We
are proud of everything
that we’ve gotten from Ro-
lando. His aptitude as a
football player is almost
unsurpassed as one of the
best that I’ve seen. We all
say it’s such a waste, but
with us, knowing him,
we’ve got the best that
he’s done in pro football.”

The 27-year-old McClain
re-signed in the offseason as
an unrestricted free agent
for a one-year, $4 million
deal, including a $750,000
signing bonus. McClain has
forfeited his signing bonus,
per the collective bargain-
ing agreement, but his re-
lease would prevent the
Cowboys from recouping
the money, according to the
newspaper.

“The main thing is stra-
tegically, (financially), it’s
not good for us,” Jones said
of the potential of releasing
McClain, “and he doesn’t
take up an active spot on
the roster (during the sea-
son).”

Mets’ deGrom tosses one-hit gem
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

PHILADELPHIA — The
New York Mets and Jacob
deGrom decided the right-
hander’s All-Star break
would be better spent relax-
ing than
joining the
N a t i o n a l
L e a g u e
squad in San Diego earlier
in the week.

DeGrom recorded his
first career complete game
in scintillating fashion,
allowing just one hit in
New York’s 5-0 victory
over Philadelphia on Sun-
day.

The 28-year-old, who low-
ered his ERA to 2.38, im-
proved to 6-4 on the year
after striking out seven and
walking one. DeGrom, who
has struck out at least six in
10 straight starts, faced one
batter more than the mini-
mum.

The Mets scored all of
their runs with two outs. In
the second inning, Juan
Lagares was nearly caught
looking at a fastball from
Phillies starter Zach Eflin
on a 2-2 count, but the pitch
was ruled just off the plate.
Lagares then belted a RBI
triple to right field, scoring
James Loney to open the
scoring.

Rangers 4, Cubs 1
CHICAGO — Cole

Hamels took advantage of
an early lead and scattered
four hits as Texas salvaged
the finale of a three-game
series with a victory over
Chicago.

Hamels, who no-hit the
Cubs in his last Wrigley
Field visit in 2015 while with
the Phillies, worked eight
innings for his longest out-
ing since going eight on May
22 in the Rangers’ 9-2 win
over Houston.

Hamels (10-2) struck out
seven with an unearned run
as the Rangers snapped a
four-game losing streak.
Closer Sam Dyson struck
out the side in a perfect
ninth for his 19th save.

Tigers 4, Royals 2
DETROIT — Jarrod

Saltalamacchia hit a two-
run homer in the bottom
of the ninth, giving De-
troit a win over Kansas
City.

Saltamacchia drilled a
Joakim Soria pitch into the
right field stands after Tyler
Collins led off the inning
with a single.

Francisco Rodriguez (1-0)
got the win with an inning of
scoreless relief. The Tigers
took two of three games in
the series.

Rays 5, Orioles 2
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —

Tampa Bay hit four home
runs — two from Evan Long-
oria — and snapped an
eight-game losing streak
with a win over Baltimore.

The Rays avoided a sweep
and picked up just their
fourth win in 28 games, after
the worst 27-game stretch by
any American League team
since 2003.

Jake Odorizzi (4-5), men-
tioned as a trade target as
the deadline approaches,
won for the first time in
seven starts.

Reds 1, Brewers 0
CINCINNATI — Billy

Hamilton scored the win-
ning run from third on a
passed ball in the bottom
of the ninth inning to lift
Cincinnati over Milwau-
kee.

In the bottom of the ninth,
Tyler Thornburg walked
Hamilton with two outs.
Will Smith came on and

walked Joey Votto on six
pitches. Hamilton’s 24th sto-
len base put him at third and
he raced home when Smith’s
pitch skipped a few feet
away from Jonathan Lu-
croy.

Thornburg (3-3) took the
loss. Tony Cingrani (2-3)
pitched a scoreless ninth in-
ning to earn the win for Cin-
cinnati.

Marlins 6, Cardinals 3
ST. LOUIS — Ichiro Su-

zuki drew closer to a cher-
ished major league mile-
stone and Miami took the
rubber game of a three-
game series matching Na-
tional League wild-card
hopefuls.

Suzuki’s three hits led the
Marlins’ 13-hit attack
against the Cardinals. He
needs only six hits to reach
3,000, and nearly had a
fourth hit. But his infield
single in the third was
erased after a replay review
revealed he was barely
nipped at first.

Giancarlo Stanton
snapped a 3-3 tie for the
Marlins in the seventh
with an RBI double off re-
liever Jonathan Broxton (1-
2), scoring Christian
Yelich. Stanton scored on a
one-out sacrifice fly by Don
Kelly for a two-run advan-
tage.

Braves 1, Rockies 0
ATLANTA — Chase

d’Arnaud delivered an RBI
single with two outs in the
ninth inning to give Atlanta a
walk-off victory over Colora-
do.

Ender Inciarte singled
leading off the Braves’ ninth
against Gonzalez German
and moved up on a sacrifice
bunt and wild pitch. Then
Jace Peterson drew a two-
out walk to set the stage for
d’Arnaud.

German (2-1) got a quick
strike, but then d’Arnaud
connected with a fastball
and lined the winning hit
into left field. It was
d’Arnaud’s third hit of the
game.

Indians 6, Twins 1
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. —

Chris Gimenez came off the
bench to drive in a pair of
runs and Josh Tomlin scat-
tered six hits while allowing
just one run over 7 2/3 in-
nings as Cleveland stopped
Minnesota.

Gimenez delivered a two-
out, two-run single in his
first plate appearance of the
day as the Indians made the
most of a pair of costly sixth-
inning Twins mistakes to
extend a 2-0 lead into a 4-0
cushion.

Tomlin (10-2) struck out
four and walked one.
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New York Mets starting pitcher Jacob deGrom throws a pitch during the first inning
against the Philadelphia Phillies at Citizens Bank Park on Sunday.

Orono driver takes late lead, captures 95 victory
BDN AND SUN JOURNAL
REPORTS

HERMON — Cody Farn-
sworth of Orono led the final
nine laps to capture the 50-
lap Coca-
Cola Bot-
tling Com-
pany series
race for the Casella Waste
Systems Sport-Fours Satur-
day night at Speedway 95.

Farnsworth inherited the
lead on lap 41 when Zach
Audet of Skowhegan fell out
of the race while leading.
Farnsworth led the first 14
laps of the even, rained out
from last week’s program,
but lost it to Audet on lap 15
and ran second until Audet
went to the pits with me-
chanical issues. Farnsworth
led the final nine laps to post
the win, his second of the
series and fourth of the sea-
son.

Hudson’s Donny Silva fin-

ished second, followed by
Marcus Dunn of Newburgh,
Cole Robinson of Clinton,
and Lewis Batchelder of
Dixmont.

OTHER 95 RESULTS
(Top 5 per class) — Sport-
Fours (scheduled race, 25
laps): 1. Silva; 2. Dunn; 3.
Farnsworth; 4. Jason Trun-
dy, Winterport; 5. Duane Du-
nifer, Carmel; Casella Re-
cycling Street Stocks (50
laps): 1. Jeff Alley, Machias;
2. Asa Jones, Sullivan; 3.,
Garett Hayman, Milford; 4.
Mike Overlock, Franklin; 5.
Wayne Howlett, Mapleton;
Dysart’s Late Models (40
laps): 1. Wayne Parritt Jr.,
Steuben; 2. Todd Lawrence,
Levant; 3. Kris Matchett,
Skowhegan; 4. Dana Wilbur,
Frankfort; 5. Don Alexander
Jr., Glenburn; Outlaw
Super Series of Maine (50
laps): 1. Ricky Burgess, Wa-
terville; 2. Steve Kimball,
Holden; 3. Joey Doyon, Win-

terport; 4. Shawn Hamel,
Bangor; 5. Mike Overlock,
Franklin

McKeage returns toVictory
Lane at BeechRidge

Veteran short track ace
Dan McKeage used a bold
three-wide pass to get by
Larry Gelinas on lap 25 and
pulled away to claim the 40-
lap NASCAR Pro Series tro-
phy dash Saturday night at
Beech Ridge Motor Speed-
way in Scarborough.

McKeage, of Gorham, was
the track champion at Beech
Ridge in 2010 yet hadn’t won
a feature in three years. Geli-
nas, the 1996 Oxford 250 win-
ner, settled for runner-up
honors (over a second be-
hind), while Waterboro’s
Curtis Gerry filled out the
podium in third. Dave Far-
rington Jr., of Jay, powered
his way from thirteenth on
the 18-car grid to secure
fourth, and Vassalboro’s Jus-

tin Drake came home fifth.
Finishing sixth through

tenth Saturday evening
were Nick Cusack, Steve
Carrier, Robbie Harrison,
Dan Winter and Donnie Col-
pritt Jr. Reigning track
champion Reid Lanpher
wound up eleventh, with
Garrett Hall of Scarborough
and Westbrook’s John Pe-
ters placed 12th and 13th,
respectively.

In Sport Series action,
Nick Campbell ran away
from the field in a 35-lap con-
test. The Arundel-based driv-
er led every lap en route to his
first victory of 2016. Clyde
Hennessey finished a distant
second (over four seconds be-
hind), while Gorham-based
veteran Sally Gherardi
wheeled her way up from
eleventh to third at the stripe.
Ryan Phillips of Buxton and
Westbrook’s David Charest
rounded out the top five.

Dave Cameron notched a

victory in a hotly contested
Wildcat feature. The driver
from Alfred edged Naples-
based veteran Cole Watson
by a mere tenth of a second
at the line, while Ed Con-
nolly of Scarborough was
glued to Watson’s back bum-
per in third. Adam Lovejoy
(Alfred) and Ray Letellier
(Buxton) put in solid efforts
to complete the top five.

Wiscasset Speedway
(Top 5 per class) Super

Streets (25 laps): 1. Mark
Lucas, Harpswell; 2. Jason
Curtis, Hollis; 3. Josh Bai-
ley, Wiscasset; 4. Kenny
Harrison, Pownal; 5. Barry
Poulin, Benton; Senior
Tour Racing Sportsman
(20 laps): 1. Alan Zemla,
Windham; 2. Curt Snow,
West Warren, Mass.; 3.
Charlie Lima, New Bedford,
Mass.; 4. Dewight Pickham,
Lisbon Falls; 5. Robert Har-
less, Fishkill, NY; Senior

Tour Auto Racing Modi-
fied (20 laps): 1. Bobby
Turner, Waterboro; 2. Ar-
thur Hannaford, Hollis Cen-
ter; 3. Scott Tucker, Win-
throp 4. Bob Guyon, Man-
chester; 5. Scott Poirier,
Norwich, Conn; Servpro of
Biddeford/Saco Pro
Stocks (40 laps): 1. Scott
Chubbuck, Bowdoin; 2.
Brandon Sprague, Edge-
comb; 3. Thomas True, Wis-
casset; 4. Andy Saunders,
Ellsworth; 5. Ajay Picard,
Ellsworth; Thunder 4
Minis (20 laps): 1. Michael
Harrison, Pownal; 2. Mi-
chael Golding, Pownal; 3.
Jeff Davis, Woolwich; 4. Cur-
tis Anderson, Richmond; 5.
Devan Robinson, Warren;
New England 4-Cylinder
Pro Stock (25 laps): 1. Kam-
ren Knowles, West Gardiner;
2. RJ Pinkham, Hallowell; 3.
Spencer Vaughn, Canton; 4.
Ryan Hayes, Jefferson; 5.
John Shorey, Alna
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