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Scramble format attracts pickleball
competitors to Hampden tourney

HAMPDEN — Thirty-six
pickleball enthusiasts
from Maine, New Hamp-
shire and summer visitors
from Florida, Missouri
and South Carolina com-
peted in the Firecracker
Pickleball Scramblemania
on Saturday, July 16, at
the Armstrong Tennis
Center.

The age of participants
ranged from 12-year-old
Ezra LeMole of Rockland,
also a top tennis player, to
83-year-old Stuart Lohr,
who summers in Cushing
and winters in Salem,
South Carolina.

In a scramble format,
players are matched with
partners of similar ability
and play against other
pairings in the division.

Players competed in
eight timed games with a
different appointed part-
ner each game. Each game
lasted 10 minutes — scor-
ing continued until time
was called rather than
stopping at a fixed number
of points, which in tradi-
tional scoring stops at 11
points. Each individual on
a team received credit for
the points the team scored
during the game.

The player with the
highest point total at the

end of all rounds won.
Mark Goff and Susan

Starbird, co-tournament
directors, were thrilled by
the response of the num-

ber of registrants for the
tourney in their second at-
tempt at this type of for-
mat. Their last tourna-
ment of this type was held

in March with 37 partici-
pants.

Jim Hutchison of Water-
ville was the top male
points earner with 91,
while Jeff Madore of Cum-
berland placed second
with 86.

In the female division,
Jayne Davis of Hartland
took home top honors with
85 points and Anne Powel-
son of Hampden finished
second with 80.

Pickleball combines ele-
ments of tennis, ping-pong
and badminton and is
played on a hard-surfaced
court that is 20 feet by 44
feet. The court fits within
the single lines of one side
of a tennis court where
players hit plastic wiffle
balls with paddles that are
a little larger than a ping-
pong paddle. Like in ping-
pong, the scoring is done
in single digits. Pickleball
plays until the first player
or team reaches 11 points.

Those seeking more in-
formation about pickle-
ball in the Bangor area
may stop by the Arm-
strong Tennis Center, 60
Mecaw Road in Hampden,
call 207-942-4836 or visit
usapa.org for other sites
to play in Maine and the
U.S.

COURTESY OF KACEY MONTANA

Lyndsey Lewis of Belfast returns a shot during the Fire-
cracker Pickleball Scramblemania at the Armstrong Tennis
Center in Hampden on Saturday.

Kyle Busch dominates CombatWounded Coalition 400
BY AMANDA VINCENT
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

SPEEDWAY, Indiana —
Kyle Busch dominated the
Combat Wounded Coali-
tion 400 at
the Brick-
yard, a
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race, at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway on Sunday on
his way to his second-
straight Brickyard win.

“This Toyota was awe-
some today; it was just so
fast and able to get out
front and stay out front.
Not even some of my team-
mates could challenge.
This was hooked up and on
rails,” Busch said.

To claim his fourth win
of the season, Busch had to
hold off the competition on
four restarts inside the
final 10 laps in a race more
commonly known as the
Brickyard 400.

A sixth caution for a six-
car wreck resulted in a red
flag and what was expected
to be a two-lap sprint to the
finish. Of the cars involved,
those sustaining the most
damage were Busch’s Joe
Gibbs Racing teammate
Carl Edwards, Brad Kesel-
owski and Ryan Newman.
The checkered flag didn’t
come two laps later,
though, as an incident be-
tween Trevor Bayne and
Clint Bowyer less than a

lap after the restart, again,
brought out the yellow flag
for the seventh time in the
race.

“I felt like I just got tight
down there,” Edwards said.
“I had a little trouble,
there, on the starts and I
got down there. We were

fighting really hard for the
bottom, and it felt like I got
tight with whoever was on
the outside of me. If, in-
deed, that is what hap-
pened, I apologize. That’s
pretty frustrating.”

When the race restarted
from the seventh caution,

the race field didn’t get to
turn one before an incident
involving Jamie McMur-
ray, Newman and Brian
Scott brought the yellow
flag right back out for an
eighth caution and another
restart.

Matt Kenseth finished

second to give Joe Gibbs
Racing a one-two finish.
Jimmie Johnson was third
to give the four-car team of
Hendrick Motorsports its
first top-10 finish in four
races. A third JGR driver,
Denny Hamlin, finished
fourth to give the Gibbs or-
ganization three cars in-
side the top-five of the fin-
ishing order. Kyle Larson
rounded out the top-five.

Joey Logano got from
third to second between the
sixth and seventh cautions
and was on the front row
next to Busch on the final
restart, but he dropped
back to seventh by the
checkered flag.

“It was just not good,”
Logano said of his final re-
start. “I had a decent re-
start the first time, and the
second one I probably had
just as good of a restart, but
the 20 (Kenseth) got under-
neath me, and I was kind of
stuck from that point and
kind of fell into the clutch-
es of the tires behind me. I
was trying to stay down
and be where I needed to be
to get in front of them, but
they just kept turning un-
derneath me. I hate that we
finished seventh, but it’s
probably where we de-
served to finish from a
speed point of view.”

Busch was never passed
on the track throughout
the race. Early in the race,

Team Penske teammates
Brad Keselowski and Loga-
no began a strategy of mak-
ing one less stop. Both led
laps, but it was a strategy
both driver aborted by the
halfway point of the race.

After Busch started on
the pole and led early, he
pitted under green on lap
27, handing the lead over to
Keselowski. Still planning
to make one less stop, Kes-
elowski and Logano stayed
out until lap 42 before hit-
ting pit road for the first
time.

When Keselowski and Lo-
gano finally pitted, Busch
returned to the lead. Logano
stayed out when the yellow
flag waved for a Greg Biffle
incident on lap 53, assuming
the race lead. Keselowski
got off pit road first by tak-
ing only two tires. When the
race restarted, Keselowski
slipped back several posi-
tions, and Logano eventual-
ly lost the lead to Busch on
lap 62. After losing the lead,
Logano lost additional posi-
tions.

Jeff Gordon, driving for
Dale Earnhardt Jr. while
he recovers from concus-
sion symptoms, finished
13th.

Keselowski and Logano
were the only two drivers
other than Busch to lead
laps, with Keselowski run-
ning up front for 15 laps
and Logano six.

BRIAN SPURLOCK | USA TODAY SPORTS

NASCAR Sprint Cup driver Kyle Busch (center), wife Samantha Busch, and son Brexton
Locke Busch pose for a family photo on the yard of bricks after winning the Combat
Wounded Coalition 400 at the Brickyard at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Hermon’s Curtis claims Speedway 95win
HERMON — John Cur-

tis Jr. of Hermon was de-
clared the winner of the
50-lap Hopkins Landscap-
ing and
Paving fea-
ture race
for the
Dysart’s Late Models at
Speedway 95 Saturday
night after apparent win-
ner Scott Modery of Her-
mon was disqualified.

Modery was disquali-
fied after a post-race in-
spection for having an un-
sealed crate motor and
having his car chassis sit-
ting lower than the mini-
mum ride height required.

Curtis led the first four
laps of the race, but was
passed by Bradley’s Deane
Smart, who led from lap 5
to lap 15. Modery then
passed Smart and led from
lap 16 to the finish.

Dana Wilburn of Frank-
fort was elevated to a sec-
ond-place finish, Smart
was third, Wayne Parritt
Jr. of Steuben was fourth
and Kris Matchett of
Skowhegan finished fifth.

Curtis and Modery won
the qualifiers.

OTHER 95 RESULTS
(Top 5 per class) — Ca-
sella Recycling Streets
(25 laps): 1. Asa Jones,
Sullivan; 2. Dean Clem-
ents, Brooks; 3. Greg
Pung, Franklin; 4. Garett
Hayman, Milford; 5. Larry
Smith, Milbridge; Spour-

Fours (25 laps): 1. Cody
Farnsworth, Orono; 2.
Duane Dunifer, Carmel; 3.
Lewis Batchelder, Dix-
mont; 4. Jason Lancaster,
Bangor; Caged RoadRun-
ners (20 laps): 1. Kyle
Gallant; 2. George Fernald
III, Benton; 3. J.R. Ogden,
Bucksport; 4. Adam Fer-
nald, Benton; 5. Darrell
Ogden, Old Town

Oxford Plains Speedway
(Top 5 per class) Super

Late Model (50 laps): 1.
Kyle Treadwell, Buckfield;
2. Shawn Knight, South
Paris; 3. Scott Moore,
Anson; 4. Scott Robbins,
Dixfield; 5. Alan Wilson,
Hebron; Allen’s Coffee
Flavored Brandy Street
Stock (30 laps): 1. Calvin
Rose, Jr., Turner; 2. Matt
Dufault, Turner; 3. Zach
Emerson, Sabattus; 4. Bryce
Mains, Naples; 5. Jordan
Russell, Norway; MacDon-
ald Motors of Bridgton
Bandits (20 laps): 1. Tyler
Green, Turner; 2. Jamie
Heath, Waterford; 3. Char-
lie Hall, Oxford; 4. Bill Gro-
ver, Waterford; 5. Josh
Knoll, Mechanic Falls; Ari-
e n s / G r a v e l y / D a v e ’ s
Small Engines Figure 8
(15 laps): 1. David Smith,
South Paris; 2. Jon Lizotte,
Lewiston; 3. Kyle Kilgore,
South Paris; 4. Greg Dur-
gin, South Paris; 5. John
Lizotte, St. Petersburg,
Florida.

WinterportDragway
Super Pro/ Pro Final:

1.Rick Hunnewell, Ells-
worth 2. Justin Reynolds,
Albion; Super Pro Elimi-
nator: 1. Rick Hunnewell,
Ellsworth, 2. Randy Ther-
rien, Unity, 3. Willy Lar-
rabee, Stockton Springs,
4. Jennifer Fusco, Turner;
Pro Eliminator: 1. Justin
Reynolds, Albion; 2. Mike
Whitaker, South China,
Semifinalist, Brock Wake-
field, Unity , Semifinalist
Gage Reynolds, Milford;
Bikes /Sleds: 1. James
Colman, Saco; 2. Jon
Weeks, Waterville; Semi-
finalist, Jim Marston,
Fairfield; Brittany Mar-
ston, Fairfield; Street
Eliminator: 1. John Kai-
ser, Mapleton; 2.Dan Po-
irier, Minot; Semifinalist,
Al Graffam , Standish; Jr.
Dragster Race: 1. Jona-
than Condon, Chelsea; 2.
Jaylee Soucy, Monmouth;
Semifinalist, Danielle
Fusco, Turner; Semifinal-
ist, Kerrigan Shorey,
Lamoine; Bracket Bash:
1. Justin Reynolds, Albi-
on; 2. Rick Hunnewell,
Ellsworth; Semifinalist,
James Colman, Saco;
Semifinalist, Dan Poirier,
Minot;

Geezer Race (55 and
older): 1. Bob Reynolds,
Winterport, 2. Ed Rankin,
Orland, Semifinalist,
Wayne Paul, Albion; Die-
sel Day: 1. Cody Staples,

Hermon; 2. Tanya Condon,
Chelsea; Semifinalist,
Travis French, South
China, Semifinalist, Brit-
tany Marston, Fairfield

Wiscasset Speedway
(Top 5 per class) Late

Model Sportsman (35
laps, makeup feature):
1. Josh St. Clair, Liberty;
2. Will Collins, Waldo-
boro; 3. Nick Hinkley,
Wiscasset; 4. Chris
Thorne, Sydney; 5. Shane
Clark, Winterport; Ken-
nebec Equipment Rental
Outlaw Minis (75 laps):
1. Zach Audet, Skow-
hegan; 2. Justin Tromb-
ley, Winterport; 3. Shawn
Kimball, Augusta; 4. Nick
Anderson, Oxford, Mass.;
5. Bryan Lancaster, Skow-
hegan; NAPA Modifieds
(30 laps): 1. Ben Tinker,
New Gloucester; 2. Mark
Lucas, Harpswell; 3. Adam
Chadbourne, Wiscasset; 4.
Jairet Harrison, Freeport;
5. Nick Reno, West Bath;
Strictly Streets (25
laps): 1. Kyle Hewins,
Leeds; 2. Kurt Hewins,
Leeds; 3. Michael Haynes,
Livermore Falls; 4. Kim-
berly Knight, Chester-
ville;

Late Model Sportsman:
1. Dave St. Clair, Liberty; 2.
Andrew McLaughlin, Har-
rington; 3. Nick Hinkley,
Wiscasset; 4. Josh St. Clair,
Liberty; 5. Shane Clark,
Winterport

AUTO
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Chicago White Sox pitcher Chris Sale (right) and pitching
coach Don Cooper in the dugout during a recent game
against the Seattle Mariners at Safeco Field.

Sale’s future in flux
withWhite Sox
BY TOM MUSICK
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

CHICAGO — White Sox
general manager Rick Hahn
made one point clear Sunday
as he discussed the future of
talented but turbulent left-
hander Chris Sale.

Perhaps equipment was
shredded, but the team’s rela-
tionship with the ace pitcher
was not frayed.

“Part of what makes Chris
great, part of what makes him
elite, is his passion and com-
mitment,” Hahn said. “We’ve
seen that sometimes spill out
from between the white lines.
Yesterday was one of those
instances, and it unfortunate-
ly led to events that required
discipline.”

The White Sox suspended
Sale for five days after a bi-
zarre pregame incident Satur-
day in which he reportedly cut
throwback uniforms because
he thought they were uncom-
fortable. Sale was scratched
from his start and sent home,
and Sunday the team an-
nounced his suspension.

Sale is eligible to return
Thursday — four days before
the trade deadline.

Could a contender such as
the Texas Rangers try to
swoop in and pry the disgrun-
tled southpaw from the South
Side? Yes, absolutely.

Are the White Sox more
willing to move their front-
line starter? No, not necessar-
ily.

Hahn reiterated that the
White Sox roster included no
“untouchables” at the trade
deadline, but he implied that
severed jerseys would not re-
sult in a slashed price tag. Sale
was not with the team Sunday
morning.

“The actions or behaviors
of the last 24 hours does not
change in any aspect, any re-
spect, our belief that Chris
Sale can help this club win a
championship and win multi-
ple championships,” Hahn
said. “It does not move the
needle one iota in terms of his
value to this club (or) his value
to any other club that may be
interested in his services, or
the likelihood of him being
moved or kept whatsoever.
None of that stuff is impacted
at all by these events …

“As we talked about at the
start of this homestand before
any of this was on the table, we
have a responsibility to listen
on all our players and under-
stand their value. It doesn’t
mean we have an obligation to
take what we feel is less than
appropriate value or do what
we feel is (not) in the best long-
term interest of the club.”

In other words, don’t expect
the White Sox to accept 50
cents on the dollar because of
Sale’s tantrum.

At 14-3 with a 3.18 ERA, Sale
is one of the frontrunners for
the American League Cy
Young Award. He is 27 years
old and has a team-friendly
contract that calls for him to
be paid $12 million in 2017
along with team options of
$12.5 million in 2018 and $15
million in 2019.

Veteran teammates such as
James Shields and Todd Fra-
zier spoke in support of Sale.

“He’s one of the better team-
mates I’ve been around,”
Shields said. “We go through a
lot of different scenarios in
our career, and we always try
to have each other’s back.
We’re a family. We’re with
each other 181 days a year. It’s
like a brotherhood in here.
We’re always on his side.”

Hahn said Sale stood by his
decision to destroy team
equipment during a 30-minute
conversation. The tone of the
discussion was “calm and ra-
tional,” Hahn said, and Sale
never requested a trade de-
spite disagreeing with man-
agement’s perspective on the
uniforms.

“At no point did he express
the desire not to be a Chicago
White Sox,” Hahn said.

Hahn said he didn’t think
Sale’s outburst stemmed from
frustration at being men-
tioned in trade talks.

Sale is no stranger to con-
troversy with the front office.
InMarch,heexchangedwords
with executive vice president
Ken Williams after Adam La-
Roche’s abrupt retirement.
LaRoche quit because the
team asked him to limit the
time his son, Drake, spent in
the clubhouse.

In protest, Sale hung
Adam LaRoche’s jersey and
Drake LaRoche’s jersey in
his locker.

NASCAR


