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USwomen’s soccer team gets head start in Brazil
BY STEVEN GOFF
THE WASHINGTON POST

Officially, the Games of
the XXXI Olympiad will not
begin until the evening of
Aug. 5 when Maracana Sta-
dium’s cauldron is lit.

For the U.S. women’s na-
tional soccer team, the quest
for a fourth consecutive gold
medal will begin a full 48
hours earlier, not amid the
festival of Rio de Janeiro but
215 miles north in Belo Hori-
zonte.

With large-scale stadiums
needed daily in order to ac-
commodate both the men’s
and women’s competitions,
outsourcing is necessary. So
for many of the teams in-
volved, the Summer Games
can feel like just that: sum-
mer games, not the Olym-
pics.

Over two weeks, however,
the Americans will make it
their goal to reach Rio, the
possible site of their semifi-
nal and the backdrop for the
gold medal matches at fa-
bled Maracana.

They played their final
tuneup Friday in Kansas
City, Kansas, extending an
unbeaten streak to 15 match-
es with a 4-0 victory over
Costa Rica. They’re now in
Washington, D.C., for down-
time and closed workouts
before boarding a flight to
Brazil.

One year after winning

the World Cup, the Ameri-
cans are No. 1 in the FIFA
rankings and favored to win
gold for the fifth time in the
six Olympics that have fea-
tured women’s soccer.
They’ll seek to become the
first women’s team to con-
quer the Olympics and
World Cup in consecutive
years.

Despite the U.S. team’s
status, another global honor
is far from certain. Olympic
soccer, for both men and
women, is compact. For the
women, it means up to six
matches in 17 days (com-
pared to a maximum seven
in four weeks for the World
Cup) and 18 rostered play-
ers, five fewer than at the
World Cup. The men’s
squads are limited to 18, as
well.

Fatigue will stem from
not only the heavy schedule
but, like last year’s tourna-
ment in Canada, travel in a
large country. The Ameri-
cans will play their first two
matches in Belo Horizonte,
then journey 1600 miles into
Amazonia for the group fi-
nale in Manaus.

A first-place finish would
set them in a bracket that
includes a quarterfinal in
Brasilia and a semi in Rio.

With a second unit good
enough to contend for a
medal, Coach Jill Ellis is
equipped with bountiful
depth. Her defense is set

with Hope Solo in goal; Julie
Johnston and Becky Sauerb-
runn in central defense; Kel-
ley O’Hara at right back;
and Meghan Klingenberg at
left back. Ali Krieger is the
first option off the bench to
play in a wide position.

Carli Lloyd, Lindsay
Horan and Morgan Brian
are the first-choice midfield-
ers, but Lloyd and Brian are
returning from injuries. On
Friday, Lloyd played a full
match for the first time
since spraining her right

knee in April.
“We’re trying to get min-

utes in for her, so the fact
she went 90 in this heat, I
was pleased,” Ellis said of
the reigning FIFA player of
the year after Friday’s
match. “For her first 90 min-
utes back, very good.”

Lloyd scored the third
goal on a header in first-half
stoppage time.

Ellis is also working
Brian back into the lineup
after a series of hamstring
setbacks. She entered in the

78th minute against Costa
Rica. Allie Long, a national
team newcomer, has filled
in admirably, and if Brian is
not at full capacity, Ellis will
not hesitate to stay with
Long.

Alex Morgan will start at
center forward, but ques-
tions remain about the
wings in the opener against
New Zealand. Tobin Heath,
the most technically skilled
player on the squad, missed
the July 9 friendly against
South Africa with a minor

injury and entered late
against Costa Rica.

In the past two matches,
Ellis started players who
were not on the World Cup
squad last year: the Wash-
ington Spirit’s Crystal
Dunn, the 2015 National
Women’s Soccer League
MVP, and UCLA-bound Mal-
lory Pugh. This year, Dunn
is second on the U.S. team in
scoring (10 goals) and Pugh,
18, leads in assists (seven).

“Mal is just growing leaps
and bounds,” Ellis said.
“She is a player who has as-
similated herself pretty
quickly into this roster and
now we’re looking for her to
be an impact player.”

There was a notable ab-
sence from Friday’s tuneup:
Megan Rapinoe. Chosen for
the small Olympic squad de-
spite no game action since
recovering from an ACL in-
jury, the accomplished at-
tacker figured to make her
return in the send-off match.
However, she was not in
uniform.

Although the final friend-
lies were against weak foes
— South Africa is ranked
No. 52, Costa Rica is No. 29
— Ellis likes the team’s
rhythm heading into the
Olympics.

“Overall,” she said, “I was
really pleased with the sim-
plicity with which we played
but [also] our effectiveness
with which we played.”
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U.S. Women’s Olympic Soccer Team forward Mallory Pugh (left) and Costa Rica midfielder
Meilssa Herrera battle for the ball in the USA vs Costa Rica friendly match at Children’s
Mercy Park on Saturday.

Iglesias blasts Tigers past Red Sox
BY GETHIN COOLBAUGH
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — Jose Iglesias
hit a go-ahead, two-run home
run in the sixth inning to do
in his former team as the De-
troit Tigers beat the Boston
Red Sox 4-2 Monday night at
Fenway Park.

It was the first career
homer at Fenway Park for the
former top Red Sox prospect,
who played
three sea-
sons with
the team be-
fore being dealt to Detroit on
July 30, 2013, in a three-way
trade that brought Jake
Peavy to Boston.

Justin Verlander (10-6)
earned his first win at Fen-
way in nearly seven years,
holding the hot-hitting Red
Sox to one run on five hits
and two walks with five
strikeouts in six innings.

The 2011 American
League MVP and Cy Young
Award winner hadn’t won
at Fenway since striking out
eight over four scoreless in-
nings in a 2-0 victory Aug.
13, 2009.

James McCann and Vic-
tor Martinez also had RBIs
as Detroit (52-48) bounced
back from two losses to the
Chicago White Sox on Sun-
day, including the comple-
tion of a suspended game
from Saturday.

Travis Shaw and Sandy
Leon drove in runs for Bos-
ton (55-42), which fell for the
third time in four games and
saw its 15-game homer
streak snapped.

Drew Pomeranz (0-1)
fared better in his second
start with Boston, lasting
six innings while allowing
two runs on four hits and
two walks with seven strike-
outs.

The first-time All-Star
went 8-7 in 17 starts with San
Diego before the July 14 trade
that sent him to Boston.

Joe Kelly relieved Pomer-
anz, making his first appear-
ance since being recalled
from Triple-A Pawtucket on
Sunday. The flame-throwing
right-hander consistently
touched 100 mph with his

fastball but still gave up one
run on two hits in an inning
after not pitching in the
major leagues since June 1.

Shaw’s line-drive double
allowed Jackie Bradley Jr.
to score from first base in
the second inning, opening
the scoring.

Iglesias finally got to
Pomeranz in the sixth,
crushing an 0-1 fastball clear
over the Green Monster in
left. It was his fourth homer
of the year and first since
June 28.

McCann and Martinez
added insurance runs with
RBI singles in the seventh
and eighth, respectively.

Boston’s Bryce Brentz en-
tered as a pinch hitter in a
golden opportunity with the
bases loaded and no outs in
the eighth, but he struck out
swinging.

Leon singled up the middle
in the next at-bat to plate a run,
but Brock Holt struck out look-
ing and the Tigers brought on
Francisco Rodriguez.

The Detroit closer got Mook-
ie Betts to ground out to end
thethreat, thenpitchedascore-
less ninth for his 28th save.

NOTES: Boston RF Mook-

ie Betts returned to the line-
up after missing two games
with right knee soreness. He
went 0-for-5. … Detroit op-
tioned RHP Buck Farmer to
Triple-A Toledo. Farmer
was the 26th man in Sun-
day’s doubleheader. … Red
Sox RHP Craig Kimbrel (left
knee medial meniscus tear)
threw a good and aggressive
25-pitch bullpen session
Sunday, manager John Far-
rell said. … Boston 1B Han-
ley Ramirez was selected the
American League Player of
the Week for July 18-24 after
batting .333 (7-for-21) with
five home runs and 12 RBIs
in six games. Ramirez hit a
trio of two-run homers
Wednesday and had three-
run blast on Saturday and
Sunday. … Red Sox presi-
dent of baseball operations
Dave Dombrowski reflected
on the end of his 14-year ten-
ure as the Tigers’ general
manager. “We didn’t worry
really very much about up-
coming years,” he told the
Boston Herald. … Tigers
RHP Mike Pelfrey (3-9, 4.78
ERA) opposes Red Sox RHP
Steven Wright (12-5, 2.67
ERA) Tuesday night.

Orioles 3, Rockies 2
BALTIMORE — Adam

Jones scored on a fielder’s
choice and error by pitcher
Jordan Lyles, and the Bal-
timore Orioles stretched
their winning streak to five
with a 3-2 victory over the
Colorado Rockies Monday
night.

Jones started the game-
winning rally with a one-
out single that hit the bag
and popped way up in the
air and away from third
baseman Nolan Arenado.
Jonathan Schoop followed
with a soft single to right
that sent Jones to third.

Manny Machado then
grounded one back to Lyles
(2-3). The right-hander
dropped it but recovered to
throw home, and Jones slid in
under catcher Nick Hund-
ley’s tag.

Chaz Roe (1-0) earned the
win for the Orioles (58-40)
after a scoreless 10th. Balti-
more now is a season-high
18 games over .500.

Both teams entered the
game with four-game win-
ning streaks, the longest
current runs in the major
leagues.

But while the territory
is familiar, Coffee News’
status is somewhat differ-
ent this week as it seeks to
become the first team to
win three straight state
Legion titles since Nova
Seafood of Portland won
four in a row between 2001
and 2004 — with the 2004
team going on to win the
national championship.

The Comrades won their
first Zone 1 championship
since 2012 on Sunday, con-
cluding that unbeaten
three-game tournament
run with a 5-2 victory over
Skowhegan.

“It was a great effort by

every single kid,” said Cof-
fee News coach Dave Mor-
ris. “It’s a long season, and
to come in here and win
three games in a row to win
the whole thing is just a
tribute to what our kids are
like.”

While Bangor will rank
among the favorites in this
year’s state tournament,
Zone 1 runner-up Post 16 of
Skowhegan (16-10) has
drawn perhaps the other fa-
vorite in Zone 3 champion
Yankee Ford (19-1) of South
Portland for its opener at
2:30 p.m. Wednesday.

Yankee Ford, which used
a ninth-inning rally to out-
last Coastal Landscape in
the Zone 3 title game, is es-
sentially the renamed Mor-
rill Post team from a year
ago.

But coach Roger Stin-
son’s Skowhegan club —
comprised of players from
four Somerset County
schools in Skowhegan,
Madison, Carrabec of
North Anson and Valley
of Bingham — has steadi-
ly built its own momen-
tum during the last two
weeks and with a deep
pitching staff that in-
cludes University of
Maine-bound Cody Law-
eryson figures to repre-
sent a tough challenge for
any opponent.

“Sometimes when you
get to the tail end of the
season you see teams that
not only jell together but
get better, and I think that
team really played hard
and has deserved what
they’ve got,” said Morris.

“I think they’re going to be
a great representative for
our zone at the state tour-
nament.”

Wednesday’s other
opening-day games at the
eight-team, double-elimi-
nation state tourney
match undefeated Zone 2
champion Pastime of
Lewiston (21-0) against
Zone 4 runner-up Wells
(17-3) at 11:30 a.m. and
Zone 4 champion Fayette-
Staples of Saco (15-3)
against Zone 2 runner-up
Rogers Post of Auburn
(17-4) at 4 p.m.

The tournament contin-
ues through Sunday, with
the winner advancing to
the Northeast Regional
tournament scheduled for
Aug. 3-8 at Bristol, Con-
necticut.
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Cavaliers, Lue agree
on five-year deal
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Cleveland Cavaliers
and head coach Tyronn Lue
agreed on a five-year deal
worth $35 million, the Verti-
cal and ESPN reported Mon-
day.

The first four years are
guaranteed, and the fifth
year is a team option, ac-
cording to ESPN.

The team will make a for-
mal announcement within
24 hours, the Vertical re-
ported.

Lue, 39, led the Cavs to
that NBA title after taking
over for David Blatt in Janu-
ary. He never signed a con-
tract as a head coach and
was working on a four-year
deal worth $6.5 million as
Blatt’s top assistant when
the Cavaliers won three
straight over Golden State to
capture the title.

His four-year deal made
him the highest paid assis-
tant in the league.

The Vertical reported that
he left a three-year, $9.5 million
contract offer on the table dur-
ing the season, a move that ul-
timately is paying off.

Lue compiled a 27-14 re-
cord down the stretch in the
regular season. The Cava-
liers swept the Detroit Pis-
tons and Atlanta Hawks be-
fore needing six games to
eliminate the Toronto Rap-
tors in the Eastern Confer-
ence finals.

In the NBA finals, the

LeBron James-led Cavaliers
escaped a 3-1 hole against
the defending champion
Golden State Warriors and
won the title on the road in
the seventh game.

Lue played 11 seasons in
the NBA after he was the
Denver Nuggets’ first-round
pick in 1998 out of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska. A point
guard, he averaged 8.5
points, 3.1 assists and 1.7 re-
bounds in a total of 554
games (173 starts) for the
Los Angeles Lakers, Wash-
ington Wizards, Orlando
Magic, Houston Rockets, At-
lanta Hawks, Dallas Maver-
icks and Milwaukee Bucks.

TeamUSA routs of China
Two Golden State War-

riors teammates, newcomer
Kevin Durant and longtime
mainstay Klay Thompson,
led Team USA to a 106-57 rout
of China in an exhibition
game Sunday night at Staples
Center in Los Angeles.

Durant led the U.S. squad
with 19 points in 18 minutes,
while Thompson scored 17
in 19 minutes. Each hit four
3-pointers.

Team USA also received
double-figure scoring from
the Toronto Raptors’ DeMar
DeRozan (13 points), the Los
Angeles Clippers’ DeAndre
Jordan (12 points), the Sac-
ramento Kings’ DeMarcus
Cousins (12 points) and the
Cleveland Cavaliers’ Kyrie
Irving (10 points).

Medomak, Lewiston
advance at LL tourney

ORRINGTON — The Me-
domak Valley all-star team
rallied past Ellsworth for an
11-10 victory in an elimina-
tion-round game at the Lit-
tle League
b a s e b a l l
state tour-
ney for ages
11-12 Mon-
day.

Lewiston eliminated
Houlton 6-5 in the day’s sec-
ond game.

Lewiston will take on
Medomak in a losers brack-
et game at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
following a 3 p.m. winners
bracket showdown between
Biddeford and Scarbor-
ough.

The Biddeford-Scarbor-
ough winner advances to
Friday’s championship
round at 5:30 p.m. while the
loser will play the winner of
the Lewiston vs. Medomak
contest at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day.

Tourney teams will have
a rest day Wednesday.

On Monday, Ellsworth
scored all of its 10 runs in
the first inning but Medo-
mak of Waldoboro chipped
away, with a run in the first,
six more in the third and

four in the decisive fifth in-
ning.

Jake Bickmore sparked
Medomak with a home run
and a double while Aiden
Starr chipped in with three
doubles. Brady Carter,
Ethan Reed and Anthony
York each contributed with
a single.

Hunter Curtis recorded
three singles for Ellsworth
and Landon St. Peter added
a double.

In the second game, Lew-
iston took a 6-3 lead at the
end of the fourth inning and
held off Houlton, which ral-
lied for two runs in the top
of the sixth.

Dale Morin notched a
double and single to lead
Lewiston while Damon
Bossie and Michael Dym-
kowski each chipped in with
a double.

Silas Graham sparked
Houlton with a home run,
double and single. Haven
Hanning added a double.

(First Game)
Ellsworth (10)00 000 —

10
Medomak 106 04x — 11
(Second Game)
Houlton 003 002 — 5
Lewiston 130 20x — 6
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Boston Red Sox left fielder Brock Holt (left) is nearly doubled off of first base but beats
the tag of Detroit Tigers first baseman Miguel Cabrera during the fifth inning at Fenway
Park on Monday.


