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“It works out well for us
where there’s good repre-
sentation from both teams
and they all seem to play
about the same amount and
they all get along well,”
said Bronco-Hermon head
coach Matt Kinney, a for-
mer major league pitcher
who also is the head coach
at Hermon High School.

“If you look at the posi-
tions that everybody’s
playing, for the most part
as far as the kids playing
their best positions, it’s
worked out pretty well,
with the kids from Hamp-
den and the kids from Her-
mon mixing and match-
ing.”

Bronco-Hermon relied
on pitching and defense to
win the Maine District 3
tournament.

The pitching staff is an-
chored by its three start-
ers, University of Maine
verbal commit Alex McK-
enney, Sudbeck and Zach
Nash, while pitcher-infield-
ers Alex Applebee, Derek
Gendreau and Kent John-
son Jr. all have been effec-
tive in relief.

“We’ve got three solid
starters and guys who can
throw strikes out of the
’pen, and defensively we’ve
played well,” said Kinney.
“If you have pitching and
defense, I think you stand a
chance against anyone.”

McKenney plays first
base while Nash plays

shortstop when not on the
mound, with others on the
roster including outfield-
ers Tyler Knights, Mark
Mailloux, Garrett Trask
and Nick Robidoux, catch-
er Christian Greener, third
baseman Rece Poulin, first
baseman Nick Lorenzo and
catcher-outfielder Connor
Maggliozzi.

“Our bats kind of strug-
gled in the first three
games but in the champion-
ship game they finally
came alive the way we ex-
pected,” said McLean Pou-
lin, head baseball coach at
Hampden Academy and a
Bronco-Hermon assistant
coach along with Kent
Johnson. “We know it’s not
going to be easy against the
teams that are coming
here.”

Under the blind draw
that established matchups
for the modified double-
elimination format that
was instituted for the Se-
nior League World Series
for the first time last year,
Bronco-Hermon may face
the toughest schedule ever
presented to a Maine Dis-
trict 3 team.

The host’s bracket also
includes the U.S. South-
west, West, East and South-
east, regions that have
combined to win eight of
the 14 Senior League World
Series since it was moved
to Bangor in 2002 — Latin
America has won five of
the other six titles.

“If you come and com-
pete, you never know what
will happen, because pitch-
ing and defense can keep

you in it,” said Kinney. “If
we had to play them in bas-
ketball, you’d have to have
everybody on the other
team have a terrible game
because they might just be
bigger and better. But in
baseball, if we have a kid
who throws strikes and has
some pretty decent stuff
and we can play defense
and put a couple of hits to-
gether, you can win.

“That’s why I love this
sport, because Goliath
doesn’t always win.”

There was some antici-
pation that Bronco-Her-
mon’s first SLWS opponent
would be two-time defend-
ing champion West Univer-
sity Little League of Hous-
ton, Texas, but that team
was eliminated in Wednes-
day’s championship round
of the U.S. Southwest tour-
nament by the Capitol Park
Little League of San Anto-
nio, Texas.

So instead of opening
against the two-time de-
fending champs, Bronco-
Hermon will begin its Se-
nior League World Series
adventure against the team
that beat the two-time de-
fending champs.

“I think it’s going to be
fun for us to face the best
right off and see how we
stack up against the best of
the best,” said Nash. “I
think if we go out and leave
everything on the field and
know we gave it our all —
play clean in the field and
hit the ball — that’s some-
thing we can live with.”

Nash has been coming to
the Senior League World

Series as a young fan for
several years, all the while
envisioning himself play-
ing on this international
stage one day.

That day is here.

“As a little kid I’d spend
the whole week there and
it’s going to be awesome to
finally get to play there,”
he said.

“This is our summer. A

lot of people want to do
other things like go down
to the beach, but for us this
is going to be awesome to
experience the Senior
League World Series.”

Birth of a stadium
Kinney was a quiet

12-year-old kid when he first
gained baseball notoriety
beyond Greater Bangor as
the pitching ace for the Ban-
gor West All-Stars, who cap-
tured the 1989 state Little
League championship in
front of a statewide televi-
sion audience.

“His mechanics were
very good at that age,” said
Ron St. Pierre, an assistant
coach for that 1989 team
under manager Dave Mans-
field. “We didn’t do a thing
with him, we just let him
pitch and he did an excellent
job.

“He was also a quiet lead-
er. He led by example, he
kept his mouth shut, and all
the kids liked him.”

Once that team graduated
from the Little League
ranks, it moved the next
summer from the Bangor
West Little League complex
to a regulation-sized field on
Union Street for Junior
League play.

Game-day maintenance
on that field often was the
responsibility of the par-
ents, which during the sum-
mer of 1990 included world-
renowned author Stephen
King, who had been an as-
sistant coach with the 1989
Bangor West Little League
team that included his son
Owen.

“We were out there one
day after it rained,” said
Mansfield in a 2004 Bangor
Daily News article. “The
field was soaked, and Ste-
phen was brushing the
water out of the shortstop
hole. He looked at me and
said, ‘David, we’ve got to do
something about this.’ I
said, ‘What do you want to
do?’”

King and his wife,
Tabitha, subsequently do-
nated $1.2 million for the
construction of a new, state-
of-the-art stadium in city-
owned Hayford Park — coin-
cidentally just beyond the

backyard of King’s West
Broadway home.

“The goal was simply to
provide a place for Bangor
kids to play baseball,” said
Mansfield. “It’s as simple as
that.”

The Shawn T. Mansfield
Stadium — named after
Dave Mansfield’s son, who
had lived with cerebral
palsy until his death at age
14 — opened June 20, 1992,
and since then has become
a coveted destination for
fledgling baseball stars
from around Maine and be-
yond.

“It’s pretty neat because
the kids I played with on
that [Little League] team
had a great passion for base-
ball,” said Kinney, whose
name and those of his 1989
Bangor West teammates are
inscribed on a large stone
near the stadium’s main en-
trance. “We worked hard
every day and had a great
experience, and because of
that group, people said, ‘We
want to keep these kids play-
ing baseball and give them a
decent facility.’

“Luckily Stephen King
was involved, but we had a
tremendous amount of peo-
ple willing to help. It was an
awesome deal for people to
do that and allow us to keep
playing.”

Kinney got to play high
school baseball at the new
stadium, adding another
memorable moment to his
burgeoning career in 1995
when he pitched a one-hitter
as Bangor outlasted Port-
land 1-0 in eight innings to
win its second straight Class
A state championship.

Less than two weeks later
Kinney signed with the Bos-
ton Red Sox as a sixth-round
draft pick, but more than
two decades later his per-
sonal perspective on the
early days of Mansfield Sta-
dium remains vivid.

“I tell the kids now they
don’t understand how lucky
they are to have the fields
they have now and that they
didn’t have to go out to
Union Street, where it was
just basically a field and
there was nothing else to it,”
he said.

“We didn’t know any bet-
ter until they built this field,
but today they’re all used to
it. Looking back and think-
ing about what everybody
went through to make this
happen, it was just an awe-
some deal.”

Coming full circle
Mansfield Stadium’s rep-

utation as a premier facility
continued to grow, and in
2002 the baseball park in-
spired by the success of Kin-
ney and his 1989 Bangor
West teammates became
home to the Senior League
World Series.

Suddenly its reach was
worldwide.

“I can still remember
when I was 12 and we won
the Little League state cham-
pionship and went to the re-
gionals, and that’s part of
the reason this field was
built,” said Kinney. “I got to
play 16 years of professional
baseball, but that was a huge
moment for me and still is
today.”

The role of host for the
Senior League World Series
includes fielding one of the
10 participating teams — a
cast of entries that also fea-
tures champions from Cana-
da, Latin America, Europe-

Africa, Asia-Pacific and five
U.S. regions.

The opportunity for the
Maine District 3 champion
to advance directly to the
SLWS has fostered many
memories for the qualify-
ing teams and their play-
ers, coaches and the com-
munities they represent —
likely none greater during
the last 14 years than the
run by Bangor’s 2010 team
to the world championship
game.

Of more overall impact
has been the chance for
players from the area to
compete against and inter-
act with peers from around
the world — including a
bevy of future major leagu-
ers like Xander Bogaerts of
the Boston Red Sox, Jona-
than Schoop of the Balti-
more Orioles, Kenley Jan-
sen of the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers and Kolten Wong of the
St. Louis Cardinals.

“These kids don’t realize
how fantastic an opportunity
this is,” said Kinney, whose
pro career included spending
the 2008 season playing in
Japan. “When are these guys
ever going to have the chance
again to play teams from all
over the country and all over
the world?

“Some might. I got the
chance, but the chances of
that happening at 15 or 16 or
17 years old … they don’t
know how lucky they are
now, but they’ll look back
and see this as a fantastic
deal.”

Kinney’s chance to return
to the stadium he and his
1989 Bangor West team-
mates spurred into con-
struction to coach Bronco-
Hermon against the best Se-
nior League teams in the
world is not lost on those
who have followed his ca-
reer closest.

“His name is on the stone
out front and this place is
built because of that team,
and he goes on to pitch here
and pitch in the major
leagues. Then he comes back
to Maine and now he’s back
here coaching,” said St.
Pierre, more recently the
longtime field director at
Mansfield Stadium. “It’s a
fantastic story.”

Kinney’s Bronco-Hermon
players, while excited for
their pending opportunity,
also understand Kinney’s
unique relationship with
the home of this global chal-
lenge.

“It’s kind of ironic how
it’s come back around,” said

Bronco-Hermon pitcher-
shortstop Zach Nash, who
also played for Kinney’s
Hermon High team that
reached this spring’s Class
B North championship
game, also played at Mans-
field Stadium. “I think he
enjoys being able to have
this chance and seeing us as
his players being able to
have this experience.

“I think he enjoys it, and I
think he likes to see us enjoy
it. He just loves to compete,
especially in something in
which he had such a big
part.”

Bronco-Hermon won’t be
one of the favored teams in
the SLWS, but Kinney isn’t
about to let this competitive
opportunity pass unchal-
lenged.

“Baseball’s a game where
anyone can win on any day,”
he said. “I’ve lost to teams
that weren’t as good as the
team I was on and I’ve also
beat teams that were better
than us, so if they just go out
and compete and have fun
and give it a good run, then
it’s a successful deal.

“I want them to leave be-
lieving they gave everything
they had, and if you do that
you can hold your head
high.”

ASHLEY L. CONTI | BDN

Scarborough all-stars win LL state title
ORRINGTON — The Scar-

borough all-star team rolled
to a 14-0 victory over Bidd-
eford to capture the state
title in the Little League
baseball tourney for ages
11-12 Friday at the Orrington

Little League field.
Scarborough finished with

a 4-0 record in the tourney
and advanced to the New
England Regional, which is
set for Aug. 7-13 in Bristol,
Connecticut. The winner of

that tourney advances to the
Little League World Series in
Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

Scarborough dominated
the state tourney in Or-
rington by outscoring its op-
ponents 57-10.

Bronco-Her-
mon assistant
coaches Kent
Johnson (left)
and McLean
Poulin hit
grounders to
players during
practice at
Bordick Park
in Hampden
on Tuesday.
Bronco-Her-
mon will play
its Senior
League World
Series opener
Sunday.


