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WoodleyKOs Lawler to take title at UFC 201
BY DAVE DOYLE
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

ATLANTA — Tyron
Woodley of Ferguson, Mis-
souri, scored a first-round
knockout over welterweight
champion Robbie Lawler of
Coconut Creek, Florida, on
Saturday night
in the main
event of UFC
201, needing
just 2:12 to win
at Atlanta’s Philips Arena.

With the victory, Woodley
(16-3) became the seventh
new UFC champion in as
many months.

A big overhand right did
the job, as Woodley closed
the distance and got Lawler
to fall for a feint, which left
him wide open for the follow-
up.

“We knew Robbie would
be well-prepared for a take-
down,” Lawler said. “So I
used a little speed and a blitz
and I closed the distance.
Something told me the right
hand would be there.”

Lawler, who had held the
welterweight title since De-
cember 2104, didn’t make
any excuses for the defeat.

“It is what it is,” said
Lawler (27-11, one NC). “He
feinted me, my hand was
down and he came over the
top and caught me.”

In the co-feature bout, Kar-
olina Kowalkiewicz (10-0) of
Poland stated her case for a
shot at the strawweight title
with a convincing win over
Rose Namajunas (5-3) of Mil-
waukee. Kowalkiewicz over-

came a slow start in the first
round, then brutalized Nama-
junas in the clinch during the
final 10 minutes to claim the
win via split decision.

Kowalkiewicz received
two of three 29-28 scores and
appears next in line to fight
her countrywoman, champi-
on Joanna Jedrzejczyk.

“I know Joanna, I respect
her very much,” she said. “She
is the best in the world. I will
fight her and I will beat her.”

Veteran welterweight
Jake Ellenberger (31-11) of
Orange County, California,
got exactly the performance
he needed when he blitzed
Matt Brown (20-15) of Colum-
bus in 1:46. Ellenberger, who
entered the fight the loser in
five of his past six, dropped
Brown at the outset with a
wicked right hand. Brown
survived, but a liver kick
soon thereafter ended the
bout, which was waved off at

1:46 of the first round.
“Matt is a hell of a fight-

er,” Ellenberger said. “For
me, I had to refocus. I was
trying to finish, but Matt has
shown in the past he’s ex-
tremely durable. I just have
to stop being so damn nice.”

In a bantamweight match-
up, Erik Perez (16-6) put on
an impressive show in a
unanimous-decision victory
over Francisco Rivera (11-7)
of Buena Park, California,

Perez, a Nuevo Leon, Mexi-
co, native who recently
moved his base to Alliance
MMA in San Diego, refused
to be goaded into a brawl
with a slugger and instead
shut Rivera down for the
bulk of their bout.

Perez was awarded a
unanimous decision with
two 30-26s and a 29-28 from
the judges for his third win
in his past four fights.

“I’ve learned to fight with

my mind and my heart,”
Perez (16-6) said through an
interpreter. “Being Mexican,
I want to fight with my heart,
but I’ve learned to fight with
my mind as well.”

Ryan Benoit (13-4) of Dal-
las took a split decision in an
oddly paced fight against
Fredy Serrano (3-1) of Colom-
bia.

Serrano, a former Olym-
pic wrestler, thoroughly out-
wrestled Benoit, who took
the fight on 10 days’ notice.
But Serrano clearly hasn’t
put all the pieces together, as
Benoit managed to outwork
Serrano in the standup. That
enabled him to pull out a de-
cision, getting two of three
29-28 scores for the victory.

“Ten days’ notice is never
a good thing, but if I’m going
to do it, Fredy is the type of
opponent I want,” Benoit said
after his second win in his
past three fights. “I fought an
Olympian and I won. I’m re-
ally proud of myself.”

In the featured prelimi-
nary bout, Ukrainian sensa-
tion Nikita Krylov continued
his march up the light heavy-
weight division. Krylov (21-
4), who has never gone the
distance in a fight, finished
veteran Ed Herman (23-12) of
Oregon with a wicked left
foot to the head at 40 seconds
of the second round for his
fifth consecutive victory.

“This was the most experi-
ence of any opponent I ever
fought,” Krylov said through
an interpreter. “It was a very
good moment for me. Big re-
spect for him.”
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Tyron Woodley (left) battles Robbie Lawler for the world welterweight championship during UFC 201 at Phillips Arena in
Atlanta on Saturday night. Woodley knocked out Lawler in the first round.

Jutanugarn captures
British Open title
BY TONY JIMENEZ
REUTERS

WOBURN, England —
Ariya Jutanugarn banished
the memories of a late col-
lapse earlier this year as she
became the first
Thai golfer to win
a major champion-
ship by taking the
Ricoh Women’s British Open
title on Sunday.

The 20-year-old led by two
strokes on the 70th tee at the
ANA Inspiration in California
inAprilbutmissedoutonmajor
glorywhenshedroppedshotsat
each of the last three holes.

The big-hitting golfer made
amends at Woburn, though.
She went into the final round
holding a two-shot lead and a
closing level-par 72 left her
three clear of the field on 272,
16 under.

Playing partner Lee Mi-rim
of South Korea (73) and Ameri-
can Mo Martin (70) shared sec-
ond place while Stacy Lewis of
the U.S. also carded a 70 to take
fourthspoton277.Jutanugarn’s
family and friends rushed on to
the 18th green to celebrate vic-
tory by dousing the champion
in sparkling water.

“It was hard today, I felt a
little bit nervous at times,”
she said after picking up the
first prize of $411,238.

“My mother cried at the
end, she said thank you and
that made my day. I think this
victory is really important for
me and Thai golf and I hope I
can inspire some players in
Thailand.”

Jutanugarn, who was only
11 when she appeared in her
first LPGA Tour event, start-
ed Sunday’s back nine with a
four-shot lead.
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Thailand’s Ariya Jutanugarn (right) celebrates after win-
ning the Women’s British Open.
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Young soccer starMallory Pugh
takes uncommon road to Rio
BY JESSE DOUGHERTY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

The day before she offi-
cially made the U.S. wom-
en’s soccer team for the Rio
de Janeiro Olympics, Mallo-
ry Pugh grabbed coach Jill
Ellis’ attention one more
time.

The 18-year-old dribbled
down the left side, peeked
into the box before reaching
the end line, then swung a
cross toward the middle.
The pass skipped in front of
South African goalie Rox-
anne Barker and found a
wide-open Crystal Dunn,
who scored the only goal in
a 1-0 U.S. win.

It wasn’t the first time
Pugh made this exact play,
or the second or the third.
Watching from home, Real
Colorado Coach Jared
Spires could only laugh at
what seemed like a fitting
snapshot of Pugh’s whole
soccer career.

He first met Pugh when
she would tag along to her
older sister’s club practices,
and right away, he saw
something special. She ex-
celled as a 13-year-old play-
ing with older girls, then as
a high school star in Colora-
do. She became the leader of
the U.S.’ U-20 team and con-
sensus top recruit, once
headed for UCLA but now
mulling the blueprint of an
already uncommon wom-
en’s soccer career.

In Rio, Pugh will be the
only non-professional play-
er on Ellis’ roster and the
second-youngest woman to
suit up for a U.S. Olympic
soccer team.

“It feels like not long ago I
was looking up to players
that I’m now playing with,”
Pugh said. “I still look up to
them, but they’re teammates
too. It’s definitely different
and a little bit surreal some-
times.”

Pugh has always been try-
ing to push the limits.

As 12-year-olds, she and a
friend would go to the ga-
rage and hook the back of
their pants to the hanging
bike racks and swing their
bodies back and forth. One
day, she fell on her wrist and
sustained a misplaced bone.

“Well, you’re not going to
be playing in regionals,”

Pugh remembers her father,
Horace, telling her.

“Yes, I am. It’s fine. Look!”
she answered, and popped
the bone back in place her-
self.

After some tears, Pugh
played in the regional tour-
nament, a puffy air cast on
her broken wrist. Spires re-
calls her scoring nine goals
that weekend.

“A lot of kids do a lot of
things well that you get ex-
cited about,” Spires said.
“Wow, this girl has amazing
touch; this guy’s got an
amazing shot. But does it
actually translate to the
game? And with Mal, it al-
ways translated.”

Since her debut with the
U.S. U-17 team in 2013,
Pugh’s prospects have been
promising and complicated.
She committed to UCLA as a
high school sophomore, re-
affirmed her commitment to
the Bruins in January, but
now plans to play for the
U-20 team instead of UCLA
this fall because U.S. soccer
no longer allows players to
do both.

The possibility of turning
pro early and living off en-
dorsements and a salary is a
new development in wom-

en’s soccer. Even the biggest
names in U.S. women’s soc-
cer history — Mia Hamm,
Brandi Chastain, Abby
Wambach, Carli Lloyd —
played in college.

But now, the women’s
professional landscape is
shifting, with U.S. forward
Lindsey Horan skipping
college to play profession-
ally in Europe in 2012.
Pugh is still considering
her options.

“I think being a potential
face of U.S. soccer and one of
the stars of today and tomor-
row, she financially will be
able to take care of herself,”
Spires said. “So where does
college fit into that?”

Pugh seized her Olympic
opportunity right away,
scoring on a header in her
first appearance against Ire-
land in a January friendly
in San Diego. When the ball
found the back of the net,
she leaped into Christen
Press’ arms, and her vibrant
purple headband stood out
in a mob of celebrating
teammates.

Seven months later,
Pugh’s assist against South
Africa was her team-high
seventh of qualifying play,
and she scored a goal in the

U.S.’ final tuneup against
Costa Rica on Saturday.
Ellis never had much of a
choice but to keep Pugh on
for Rio.

“Now she’s just one of the
players on the team,” Ellis
said.

“And players give her a
hard time, but that’s a good
thing because they give ev-
eryone a hard time. So they
don’t treat her any differ-
ently.”

One day after the South
Africa game, Pugh, if only
for superstition, sat ner-
vously on the runway in
Chicago waiting for her
flight to take off. She knew
Ellis was contacting players
with good news or bad, and
she didn’t want to miss the
call while in the air.

Then her phone started
buzzing, and her nerves
were eased. If much about
Pugh’s soccer future is still
to be figured out, she now
knew what she would be
doing in August.

“I always wanted to be
that person who can inspire
other people,” Pugh said.
“The girls I’m playing with
did that for me, and now
maybe I can have younger
girls look up to me.”

by the organizing committee
that they are still working
on a balanced budget,” Bach
said.

“With regard to these
cash flow challenges the IOC
has helped and is helping
the organising committee to
make sure these Games are

the success we all want them
to be.”

On a political level, sus-
pended President Dilma
Rousseff faces an impeach-
ment trial over alleged bud-
get irregularities, and the
Senate is expected to vote
against her the last week of
August.

Interim President Michel
Temer is widely expected to
officially take over the presi-
dency just days after the

Olympics end on Aug. 21.
Temer has recognized he

will probably be booed when
he goes to the Games’ open-
ing on Friday, while Rous-
seff has said she will not at-
tend.

Hundreds of peaceful pro-
testers on Sunday marched
on Rio’s Copacabana beach
to demand the ousting of
Rousseff,

A recent study also
showed most Brazilians

were pessimistic about the
impact of the Games on
their country.

According to a study by
polling group Ibope, 60 per-
cent of Brazilians believe
the Games, expected to cost
more than $12 billion and
also hit by corruption inves-
tigations over contracts,
will bring more harm than
good. Only 32 percent be-
lieve the Games will bring
benefits.
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Continued from Page B4

GARY ROHMAN | USA TODAY SPORTS

U.S. Women’s Olympic Soccer Team forward Mallory Pugh (left) and Costa Rica midfielder
Meilssa Herrera battle for the ball in the USA vs Costa Rica friendly match recently at
Children’s Mercy Park.

MIXED
MARTIAL
ARTS

the two closing par-5s, Day
missed a birdie putt for a par
on No. 17.

After regrouping from the
gallery roar of Day’s second
shot on No. 18, Walker
notched a three-shot lead with
a birdie on the 17th.

Day eagled the 18th to put
pressure on Walker, who sent
his second shot on the final
hole into the right rough.

Walker popped his third
shot 11 feet past the cup and
rolled his fourth 3 feet away.
He then sank his par putt to
stave off a possible three-hole
aggregate playoff.

Stenson (71), Germany’s
Martin Kaymer (66) and Rob-
ert Streb (69) tied for seventh
at 8 under. England’s Tyrrell
Hatton (68) and Paul Casey
(67) and William McGirt (70)
tied for 10th at 7 under.

Spieth shot a 68 to finish

tied for 13th at 6 under.
Mickelson finished birdie-

birdie to complete his 68 and
finish at 3 under for the tour-
nament. He tied for 33rd at.

Willett’s closing 70 dropped
him to a tie for 79th at 5 over.

NOTES: Jimmy Walker
claimed the $1.8 million win-
ner’s share of the $10 million
purse and 600 FedExCup
points. … Sunday’s final
round was played with pre-
ferred lies for the first time
ever at a major, allowing play-
ers to lift, clean and place
balls that lied on a closely
mown area through the green.
“The Rules of Golf are there to
cover the weather,” PGA
chief championships officer
Kerry Haigh said. … Weather
warnings were posted at 10:57
a.m. EDT but were removed
at 11:22 a.m. once lightning
was no longer a concern. …
The Travelers Championship
at TPC River Highlands in
Cromwell, Conn., is the next
event on the PGA Tour sched-
ule, beginning Thursday.
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