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Yet what shines through
the simple plays on the dia-
mond is the sense of camara-
derie the teenagers have de-
veloped in their extended
quest to make it to Bangor
in the first place.

Their bond is one that is
likely to extend well beyond
the SLWS, which will have
helped them create lasting
memories of what they don’t
yet realize is a fleeting mo-
ment in their lives.

Having the opportunity
to watch the tournament
serves as a reminder about
the joy that can be derived
from sports. Even those of
us who haven’t wielded a
bat or worn a glove in de-
cades can remember for a
few moments how exhila-
rating it can be to play on
the same field with our
friends chasing common
goals while enjoying a hot
summer afternoon or a cool
evening.

When I was growing up,
we dreamed of playing base-
ball on a big stage — maybe
even in our wildest dreams
at Fenway Park in Boston.
Before we knew it, our youth
was gone.

That’s why it’s so much
fun to visit Mansfield Stadi-
um during the Senior
League World Series. It’s
good, pure, old-fashioned
fun that rekindles memories
of diamond days gone by.
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Hawaii up next for Bronco-Hermon in SLWS
BANGOR — Iokepa

Supnet and Bobby Drayer
each drove in two runs to
propel U.S. West by U.S.
Southeast 7-4 in Senior
League World Series action
Monday at Mansfield Stadi-
um.

U.S. West champ Central
East Maui Little League of
Wailuke, Hawaii, will next
take on Maine District 3
champ Bronco-Hermon at 8
p.m. Tuesday.

U.S. West responded with
a three-run first inning after
Southeast plated a run in
the top of the inning. Supnet
led off with a double to cen-

ter and scored after two in-
field errors. An RBI single
by Logan Cabrera and Dray-
er’s sacrifice fly accounted
for the other two runs.

U.S. West added single
runs in each of the next four
innings to pull away for the
victory.

Waylon Bacos contribut-

ed a double and single for
U.S. West while Haoa James-
ky and Anthony Tuonetoa
each drove in a run.

Cabrera was credited
with the win after starting
the game and going 3â…“
innings. He gave up five
hits, two runs and two
walks.

Tristan Thorgersen
sparked U.S. Southeast with
three singles and two RBIs.
Daniel Hupart and Anthony
Stehlin each added two hits
while Devin Logsdon drove
in a run.

In other action, U.S. Cen-
tral champ Clear Ridge LL

of Chicago defeated the
Asia-Pacific winner, the
Southern Mariners of Mel-
bourne, Australia, 13-8 while
Canada titlist Kiwanis Na-
tional LL of Regina, Sas-
katchewan, blanked Europe-
Africa champ Cataluna LL
of Barcelona, Spain, 1-0.

In the day’s first game,
Asia-Pacific took a 7-2 lead
with a six-run fourth inning
but U.S. Central responded
with three runs in its half of
the inning and six more in
the fifth en route to the win.

Paolo Zavala started U.S.
Central’s fifth-inning rally
with a line-drive single to

left, advanced to third on
Noah Miller’s double and
scored on Mike Rios’ infield
single.

Miller stole home to score
U.S. Central’s second run
and Gage Olszak’s single to
left drove in two more runs.
Zavala capped the rally he
started by lacing a single to
left, plating two runs.

Zach Verta finished with
a double, single and two
RBIs for U.S. Central while
Joe Trezek, Zavala, Miller
and Rios each had two hits.

Josh Meyer sparked the
Asia-Pacific offense with
three hits while Jack Dunn

and Jayson Arthur each
added two.

In the third game, Cana-
da’s Jayden Lorenz allowed
just two hits and three
walks while striking out
nine in 6ª innings to earn
the win. Lorenz left when
reaching the 95 pitch-count
limit and Jared Guderelt
came on to strike out the
last batter.

Canada scored the only
run it would need in the top
of the first inning when Cole
Erick led off with an infield
single, stole two bases and
then scored on Brian So’s
line-drive single to left.
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Erin Walker wipes away a tear as her husband, Jimmy,
holds their son Beckett after Jimmy Walker won the PGA
Championship at Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, New
Jersey, on Sunday,

Big Three nomore as
parity returns after
TigerWoods era
BY LARRY FINE
REUTERS

SPRINGFIELD, New Jersey
— The golf year started with
buzz about the dominance of a
new Big Three of Jason Day,
Jordan Spieth and Rory McIl-
roy that echoed the storied
days of Jack Nicklaus, Arnold
Palmer and Gary Player.

The major championship
season ended, however, with
four first-time major win-
ners, as American Jimmy
Walker capped a grand slam
sweep for first-timers at the
PGA Championship where
the Texan toughed it out over
a 36-hole final day to triumph.

The results in the majors
suggestthatparityhasreturned
in the post-Tiger Woods era.

The victory by Walker, 37,
followed Englishman Danny
Willett at the Masters, Ameri-
can Dustin Johnson at the U.S.
Open and Sweden’s Henrik
Stenson at the British Open,
striking four hefty blows for
those yet to win a major.

“I think it shows that ev-
erybody out here playing is
really good, and everybody’s
got a chance to win,” Walker
said after a bogey-free final
round at rain-battered Baltus-
rol capped by a last three-foot
par putt that kept world num-
ber one Day at bay.

Day, who won the PGA last
year at Whistling Straits for
his long-awaited major victo-
ry, showed off his wondrous
talents and competitive grit
by turning up the heat on
Walker by firing a two-iron to
the green on the par-five last
hole and draining the putt for
eagle that forced Walker to
par for the win.

The 28-year-old Australian
said he pleased by the way he
played in defense of his PGA
title and said expectations
might have been driven too
high by the exploits of Woods
in his heyday.

Woods dominated for more
than a decade, winning 14 ma-
jors between 1997 and 2008,
while nobody else among ac-
tive players has more than
the five majors collected by
Phil Mickelson.

“I think the bar’s been
raised ever since Tiger Woods
kind of came around. I think
everyone expects if you’re in
the lead or if you’re a favou-
rite to win, they expect you to
win, and if you don’t, then
you’re in a slump,” said Day.

“It’s very, very difficult to
win golf tournaments.

“Golf is a very difficult
game, on top of trying to man-
age the mental part of the
game, as well.”

Day had the best 2016 ma-
jors season of the so-called
Big Three, finishing second
by one shot at the PGA,
threatening at the U.S. Open
in the final round before tying
for eighth and finishing tied
for 10th at Augusta.

Spieth, who won the Mas-
ters and U.S. Open in 2015,
seemed a lock to repeat at
Augusta National as he car-
ried a five-shot lead into the
back nine on Sunday.

A quadruple-bogey seven
at the short par-three 12th,
where he put two balls into
Rae’s Creek, left him trailing
by three on his way to a tie
for second.

McIlroy’s best major was a
tie for fifth at the British
Open, but he never threat-
ened finishing 16 shots off the
pace.

“I think the winners that
you’ve got this year just go to
show you it’s been so var-
ied,” said Willett, 28, who
had won four times on the
European Tour before his
Augusta victory.

“Obviously Henrik being 40
and finally capturing a major,
surprising it’s his first because
of how good of a player he is.

“And obviously Dustin has
come so close over the last
five or six years, to finally pol-
ish one off.

“I think it just goes to show
the strength and depth
throughout golf at the mo-
ment.”

Spain’s Sergio Garcia, long
on the list of best players yet
to win a major, blamed the
media for all the hoopla over
the Big Three.

“I think that it is some-
thing that you guys have al-
ways done,” he said in an in-
terview session. “You’ve al-
ways kind of gone with the
Big Three or the Big Four or
the Big Five or whatever.

“At the end of the day, on
my behalf, the only thing I
can do is keep improving,
keep getting better, keep
doing what I know how to do
and then the rest doesn’t re-
ally affect that much.

“It’s nice to see new major
winners. But every week is a
new world. Every week is a
different story.”

Golfer says others use Zika to dodge Rio
REUTERS

RIO DE JANEIRO —
South African Jaco Van Zyl,
who sat out the year’s last
major, the PGA Champion-
ship, to prepare for the
Olympics,
says the
world’s top-
ranked golf-
ers are using the Zika virus
as an excuse to dodge the
Rio Games.

World No. 1 Jason Day of
Australia, American world
No. 2 Dustin Johnson and
No. 3 Jordan Spieth and
fourth-ranked Northern
Irishman Rory McIlroy all
removed their names from
Olympic consideration cit-
ing the risk of contracting
the Zika virus.

U.S. health officials have
concluded that infections
by the mosquito-borne Zika
virus in pregnant women
can cause microcephaly, a
birth defect marked by
small head size that can
lead to severe developmen-

tal problems in babies.
The World Health Organi-

zation has also warned there
is strong scientific consen-
sus that Zika can also cause
Guillain-Barre, a rare neu-
rological syndrome that
causes temporary paralysis
in adults.

“Honestly, I can’t feel that
the Zika virus would be
their reason not to go, the
Zika virus is in Florida,”
said Van Zyl, No. 71 in the
world ranking.

“I think they have got
other reasons for not want-
ing to participate and the
Zika virus is a very conve-
nient way for them to get out
of it.”

Making its return to the
Olympic program for the
first time in over a century,
golf has been hard hit by
drop outs.

Major winners Adam
Scott of Australia, Fiji’s
Vijay Singh and South Afri-
cans Louis Oosthuizen and
Charl Schwartzel will also
be among the absentees for

the Aug. 11-14 Olympic com-
petition.

Oosthuizen and Schwartz-
el’s decision to skip the
Games, however, opened the
door for Van Zyl, who made
going for gold a top priority
and rearranged his schedule
to prepare for the Olympics.

“If I can choose one (a
major championship win or
an Olympic gold medal) I
would definitely take the
gold,” said the 37-year-old,
who was runner-up at the
Turkish Airlines Open last
year. “The reason being that
there are four majors every
year and one Olympic gold
medallist in 112 years.

“To get an opportunity
and let it pass by doesn’t
make much sense to me.”

Jutanugarn vaults toNo. 2 in
RolexRankings

Thailand’s Ariya Juta-
nugarn jumped four spots
to No. 2 in the Rolex Wom-
en’s World Golf Rankings
following the 20-year-old’s
first major title at the

Women’s British Open.
It is a career-high for Ju-

tanugarn, who claimed her
fourth title of the year and of
her career Sunday. She
moved past South Korea’s
Inbee Park, American Lexi
Thompson and Brooke Hen-
derson, the Canadian teen-
ager who won her first ca-
reer major title at the KPMG
Women’s PGA Champion-
ship in June.

New Zealand’s Lydio Ko
remains comfortably on top
of the rankings with an av-
erage of 14.8197 points, well
ahead of Jutanugarn’s
8.2497.

The remainder of the Top
10 includes Sei Young Kim,
Stacy Lewis, In Gee Chun,
Amy Yang and Ha-Na Jang.

Mo Martin, who finished
second at the Women’s
British Open, jumped 16
spots to No. 31, while Aus-
tralia’s Karrie Webb leaped
21 spots to No. 43. Catriona
Matthew also returned to
the top 50, rising 20 places
to No. 47.
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Rangers acquire Beltran, Lucroy
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Sellers for the first time
since 1989, the New York Yan-
kees sent veteran outfielder
Carlos Beltran to the Texas
Rangers on
Monday for
a trio of
m i n o r
leaguers.

The Yankees have obtained
seven prospects from the
Cleveland Indians and Chica-
go Cubs in deals for left-hand-
ed relievers Andrew Miller
and Aroldis Chapman. In the
trade involving Beltran, New
York acquired Dillon Tate,
who was the fourth overall
pick in the 2015 draft, in addi-
tion to fellow right-handers
Erik Swanson and Nick
Green.

Beltran has been the most
consistent hitter for an offense
that has struggled for most of
the season. In the final cam-
paign of a three-year, $45 mil-
lion deal, the 39-year-old
switch hitter is batting .304
with 22 home runs and 64 RBIs
in 99 games with the Yankees.

Beltran has batted .281 with
414homeruns in1,507 regular-
season games with Kansas
City, Houston, the New York
Mets, San Francisco, St. Louis
and Yankees. He also has been
an elite postseason performer,
producing a .332 average with
16 home runs and 40 RBIs in 52
games.

Two days after a deal with

the Cleveland Indians fell
through, the Milwaukee
Brewers traded catcher Jona-
than Lucroy to the Texas
Rangers.

The Brewers initially trad-
ed Lucroy to the Indians Sat-
urday but he used his no-trade
clause to block the deal. Cleve-
land was among eight teams
on Lucroy’s no-trade list and
he was concerned about play-
ing time next season with the
Indians.

Lucroy, a two-time All-Star,
is batting .300 with 13 home
runs and 50 RBIs this season.
He has a $4 million salary this
year as part of a contract that
includes a $5.25 million team
option for 2017.

Dodgers bolster title quest
The Los Angeles Dodgers

landed two key cogs in their
pursuit of the National
League West title prior to the
non-waiver trade deadline.

Los Angeles acquired left-
hander Rich Hill and power-
hitting outfielder Josh Red-
dick from Oakland,

Right-handed pitching
prospects Jharel Cotton and
Frankie Montas and left-
hander Grant Holmes are
headed to Oakland.

Giantsmake four-player deal
The San Francisco Giants

added to their starting rota-
tion by acquiring left-hander
Matt Moore from the Tampa
Bay Rays in a four-player deal.

Tampa Bay received third
baseman Matt Duffy as well
as prospects Lucius Fox and
right-hander Michael San-
tos for Moore, who posted a
7-7 mark with a 4.08 ERA in
21 starts this season.

The 27-year-old Moore,
who is two years removed
from Tommy John surgery,
has struck out 109 batters in
130 innings this season.

Giants acquire reliever
The Giants acquired left-

handed reliever Will Smith
from the Milwaukee Brewers.

Milwaukee will be getting
catcher Andrew Susac and
pitching prospect Phil Bick-
ford in the deal.

Smith, 27, has a 3.68 ERA
in 22 innings for Milwaukee
this season. He began the
season on the disabled list
with a sprained right knee
and did not make his debut
until early June.

Pirates add to pitching staff
The Pittsburgh Pirates bol-

stered their pitching staff by
acquiring Ivan Nova from the
New York Yankees and fellow
right-hander Drew Hutchison
from the Toronto Blue Jays.

Nova was acquired for
two players to be named
while Hutchison comes to
Pittsburgh for veteran left-
hander Francisco Liriano,
minor league catcher Reese
McGuire and minor league
outfielder Harold Ramirez.

MLB
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Saints coach skeptical of touchback rule
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New Orleans Saints head
coach Sean Payton is skeptical
of the new touchback rule
working the way the NFL in-
tended in an
attempt to
cut down on
injuries dur-
ing kickoffs.

In the March league meet-
ings, the NFL adopted on a
one-year trial basis to move
touchbacks after kickoffs to
the 25-yard line — instead of
the 20 — to limit the number of
returns.

The idea behind the rule is
that receiving teams will be
less inclined to take the ball
out of the end zone because of
the improved field position.

Payton expects the new
rule may have the opposite ef-
fect.

“I think — this is me — the
rule change is actually going
to work in the opposite man-
ner of the intention,” Payton
told the New Orleans Times-
Picayune on Saturday at

Saints training camp in White
Sulphur Springs, W.Va.
“We’re going to have more
kickoff returns because I
think most teams feel like you
can cover a kick inside 25
yards. … I just don’t think it’s
going to turn out the way it
was intended to, and I think
there are other ways to make
that play safer.”

The NFL could be close to
eliminating kickoffs entirely
after making adjustments to
kickoffs in the name of player
safety.

“I know this, we’re working
on a hang-time kick that puts
it right down at the 2-, 3-, 4-,
5-yard line, and we feel like
we’re going to be able to cover
inside the 25,” Payton said.
“So, conceding touchback to
the 25 is a little different than
the 20 and I think that — I
guarantee you — we’re not the
only team working on that.”

Bills sign RBBush to one-
year deal

The Buffalo Bills signed
free agent running back Reg-

gie Bush on Monday to add
experience to their backfield.

Bush received an incen-
tive-laden one-year deal after
he visited with the team and
passed his physical, a source
told NFL Media’s Ian Rapo-
port.

Buffalo also signed wide
receiver Kain Colter to a deal
on Monday. Colter entered
the NFL as an undrafted free
agent with Minnesota and
now joins the Bills, who re-
leased fellow wideout Davon-
te Allen and kicker Marshall
Morgan.

Bush is expected to prac-
tice with the team at training
camp on Tuesday in Pitts-
ford, N.Y.

Coughlin gains postwith
NFL

Former New York Giants
and two-time Super Bowl
winning head coach Tom
Coughlin has been named se-
nior adviser to football opera-
tions, the NFL announced.

Coughlin served as head
coach of the Jacksonville Jag-

uars from 1995 to 2002 and
then guided the Giants from
2004 to 2015, including victo-
ries in Super Bowls XLII and
XLVI.

The league said Coughlin
will work with NFL executive
vice president of football op-
erations Troy Vincent on a
variety of issues to support
and improve the game.

Chargers’ Johnson to have
surgery

San Diego Chargers vet-
eran wide receiver Stevie
Johnson is facing surgery
after suffering a torn menis-
cus in Sunday’s practice, ac-
cording to multiple reports.

Johnson caught a ball dur-
ing a pass play and immedi-
ately clutched his right leg as
he fell to the ground without
being contacted. Marty Cas-
well of The Mighty 1090 in
San Diego reported that the
30-year-old Johnson said that
he expects to have surgery in
the next few days.

It is uncertain whether
the surgery will effectively
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