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ed his experience playing in
the UMaine offense as hav-
ing taught him how to run
routes effectively.

“I’m not the biggest guy
and I’m not the fastest guy. I
definitely had to use that to
my advantage and read de-
fenses and sit in holes or get
out of my breaks faster,”
said Perillo, who is sched-
uled to make $600,000 this
season.

Packers offensive coordi-
nator Edgar Bennett praised
Perillo’s ability to get open.

“Love his ability to create
separation,” Bennett told
the MJS. “That stands out
and ultimately when he has
an opportunity, he makes
the play.”

Bennett lauded Perillo’s
attention to detail as a key

factor in establishing sepa-
ration with a defender.

“That’s what tight ends
do. They have to go across
the middle in traffic,” Peril-
lo said.

The Packers are in Can-
ton, Ohio, for Sunday’s Pro
Football Hall of Fame Game
against Indianapolis, which
features one of his former
UMaine teammates, West-
brook native Trevor Bates.

Other former Black Bears
on NFL rosters this summer
include veteran tight end
Matthew Mulligan of En-
field with the Detroit Lions,
and offensive lineman Bruce
Johnson of the Philadelphia
Eagles.

Former UMaine corner-
back Kendall James was
waived by New York Jets
Wednesday. He had been on
the Jets’ active/physically
unable to perform list and
hadn’t participated in a
training camp practice.

a similar automatic World
Series berth coming at the
Senior League level —
though the Southern Mari-
ners haven’t needed it this
week.

Thursday’s last-inning
rally against Bronco-Her-
mon featured an RBI single
by Jordan Barnett, a two-
run single by Jack Dunn
and a fielder’s choice
grounder to third by J.P.
Callil that initially produced
one run and a forceout at
second base — and when the
transfer for a subsequent
throw was bobbled, Dunn
raced home with the win-
ning run.

Callil, who came on to
play shortstop in the sixth
inning, worked the count to
2-2 and then fouled off sev-
eral pitches before putting
the ball in play.

“Obviously I was quite
nervous but after every pitch
I kind of looked at the flag,”
he said, “thinking about our
coach back home, he’s dying
to be here. I just kind of
thought I’d do it for him.”

That coach back home is
manager Jack Larner, who
is recovering from surgery
to remove three cancerous
tumors that were discovered
in his leg in late February.
His picture is put up in the

Australia dugout before
each SLWS game.

But Larner has still been
able to follow his team —
and Thursday night’s game
— closely from oceans away.

“It is all a bit overwhelm-
ing, a bit surreal,” Larner
told the Herald Sun of Mel-
bourne several hours after
the game. “I was able to
speak with [assistant coach]
Brendan [Wilson] and he
said it was just a crazy last
inning.’’

Now the Mariners must
take one final step to secure
their country’s first Little
League title — a champion-
ship game that will be tele-
vised back home at 4 a.m.
Sunday local time. Larner
will be watching, as will
other fans during an early
morning gathering at the
Dingley (Victoria) Baseball
and Softball Club.

The U.S. Central champs
will be favored based on
their undefeated tourna-
ment record and earlier vic-
tory over their champion-
ship-game foe, but the Aus-
tralians see an opportunity
to make some history for
their country.

“The first game I felt like
we had it, and we sort of re-
laxed a bit and then they
took it to us,” said Barnett.
“To their credit they hit and
hit and hit.

“To come out as under-
dogs and beat them would be
incredible.”

knew how. I’ll try to do the same thing.
“I just want our team to go out there

and play really well. I think we’ve had
really good competition, trying to push
each other so that we’re ready to go.
It’s tough competition, the NFL. Every
team is working real hard this time of
year and we can’t take any days off. We
have to go out there and try to work on
something every day. Everyone has to
be ready to go.”

Brady was asked about making the
difficult decision to end the legal fight.

“I think it’s just personal. I’ve tried
to move on from it,” Brady told report-
ers. “I try to just, like I said, focus on
the positive, being here with my team-
mates and getting better. You don’t
want to go out and do anything but try
to be a great example for your team-
mates. We’ve got a lot of competitive
guys that have been out here on the
practice field and I think that’s where
the focus needs to be.”

The Patriots were docked $1 million
and two draft picks for the scandal that
has come to be known as Deflategate.

Patriots owner Robert Kraft did not
appeal the $1 million fine and the loss
of a first-round pick in the 2016 draft
and a fourth-rounder in 2017 as part of
the penalties.

Brady gives credit to his family to
get him through the ordeal.

“My family’s been everything to me,
and obviously, the support of my team-
mates and coaches, Mr. Kraft and Jon-
athan (Kraft), the whole team and all of

our fans,” Brady said. “I said the other
night, I think we’ve got the best fans in
the world, and we do. Hopefully we
give them a lot of reasons to cheer this
year.”

With the suspension, Brady will
miss New England’s season opener on
the road against the Arizona Cardinals
on Sunday night on Sept. 11. He also
will miss games against the Miami
Dolphins, Houston Texans and Buffalo
Bills. Backup quarterback Jimmy
Garoppolo will take over in those
games.

Brady will be eligible to return in
Week 5 on Oct. 9 against the Cleveland
Browns. The four-time Super Bowl
winner signed a two-year contract ex-
tension during the offseason that
dropped his 2016 salary from $9 mil-
lion to $1 million to save himself al-

most $2 million in lost salary during
the suspension. His renegotiated deal
deferred $8 million of his 2016 salary.
He will be docked four-17ths of his $1
million base salary, or a total $235,294.

Brady, who was still 25 of 25 in the
intrasquad scrimmage with no live
tackling Friday, deflected a question
on whether he is angry about his sus-
pension.

“I have a job to do, and I try to ap-
proach it the best way I can,” Brady
said. “I’ve always tried to do things the
same way. Every day is important to
me. Certainly as someone who has
been around here for a long time, I
know I have to bring it every day. I
think I just have to go out there and
lead by example, and try to bring it,
and show my teammates I’m ready to
go mentally and physically every day.”
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Asia-Pacific’s Rydge Hogan yells in elation after winning
the Senior League World Series semifinal baseball game
against Maine District 3 champion Bronco-Hermon 7-6
on Thursday in Bangor.
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Green Bay Packers tight end Justin Perillo (80) blocks
safety Marwin Evans (25) during training camp at St.
Norbert College in Green Bay, Wisconsin, recently.
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New England
Patriots
quarterback
Tom Brady
looks for
a receiver
during
training camp
at Gillette
Stadium
last week.


