
ing director of the Interna-
tional Cupping Therapy As-
sociation, said she has seen a
20 percent increase in pur-
chases of cupping therapy
equipment and a 50 percent
increase of healthcare practi-
tioners seeking out their cup-
ping certificates over the last
three days.

MacLean, who receives
cupping therapy daily and
has been performing the pro-
cedure on people for 24 years,
said she saw a similar trend
after the “The Karate Kid”
movie was released in 2010,
which featured the therapy
briefly.

“Every time we see some-
thing like this happen in the
media, it piques people’s at-
tention,” said MacLean.
“When people get the treat-
ment and they recover really
fast, they don’t care about the
scientific evidence — they
just care that it works.”

SWIM NOTEBOOK: Can-
ada’s Penelope Oleksiak
came to the Olympics hoping

to get to a final and gain expe-
rience for the next games in
Tokyo in 2020. Now the 16-
year old swimmer has two
medals and a smart phone
with a problem. ”I’ve run out
of data,” the Canadian new-
comer said on Monday, just
hours after winning a silver
medal in the 100 meter but-
terfly to add to her earlier
4x100mfreestylerelaybronze.
”I am always on Instagram

and Facebook and Twitter
and everything and seeing all
the notifications. I can’t real-
ly go through all of them. It’s
kind of crazy, I guess, just be-
cause I go on Twitter and it’s
like you have 150 notifica-
tions but I want to look at
them all and like all of them
but I can’t. ”And Facebook
too. All my friends always tag
me in posts and I want to like
them and comment on all of

them but I always miss one or
two.” The swimmer ran out of
data after her surprise perfor-
mances in the pool. A six-
time medal winner at the
world junior championships
in 2015, she picked up her
first medal in Saturday’s
relay. A day later she shocked
the swimming world as she
broke her Canadian record in
finishing second behind Swe-
den’s Sarah Sjostrom.
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MurphymaintainsUS streak in backstroke
REUTERS

RIO DE JANEIRO — Ryan Murphy won
the men’s 100 meter backstroke gold at the Rio
Olympics on Monday night to extend the U.S.
run of domination in the event to six succes-
sive Games dating back to Atlanta in 1996.

China’s Xu Jiayu took the silver and
David Plummer, making his Games debut
at the age of 30, the bronze
for the United States.

The 2012 champion in
the event, Matt Grevers,
was unable to defend his
title after failing to qualify
at the U.S. trials.

Murphy’s winning time
of 51.97 seconds was an
Olympic record and just
outside the world record
of 51.94 set by compatriot Aaron Peirsol in
2009 when non-textile bodysuits were al-
lowed.

Earlier, Lilly King of the United States
won the gold medal in the women’s 100 me-
ters breaststroke.

Russia’s Yulia Efimova was second and
Katie Meili of the U.S. took the bronze.

In the men’s 200-meter freestyle, Sun
Yang became the first Chinese swimmer to
win the Olympic men’s 200 gold medal.

Sun, silver medallist in the event in Lon-
don four years ago, touched the wall in one
minute, 44.65 seconds to beat South Africa’s
Chad Le Clos by 0.55 seconds.

It was Sun’s second medal of the Games
after silver in the 400 free on Saturday.

Conor Dwyer of the United States won
bronze.

France’s Yannick Agnel, who won gold in
London four years ago, was absent after
being eliminated in the heats.

In the women’s 100-meter backstroke,
Katinka Hosszu of Hungary claimed her
second gold of the Rio Games, edging out
Kathleen Baker of the United States.

Canada’s Kylie Masse and China’s Fu
Yuanhui tied for bronze, with the top four

separated by just 0.31 seconds.
Australian world champion Emily See-

bohm, swimming in an outside lane, set the
early pace but Hosszu powered her way
through the field in the last half of the race
to touch the wall in 58.45 seconds.

Baker, who qualified fastest for the final,
clocked 58.75, to finish a hundredth of a sec-
ond ahead of Masse and Fu.

It was a second gold in Rio for Hosszu
after her world record-breaking victory in
the 400 individual medley on Saturday.

The 27-year-old, who is also in the 200
backstroke, butterfly and medley, had come
away empty-handed from three previous
Olympics, despite winning five world cham-
pionships titles.

Seebohm, silver medallist in London in
2012, had achieved the second-fastest time
in the heats but qualified for the final in
seventh.

She faded in the closing stages on Mon-
day to finish seventh.

Missy Franklin of the United States, the
2012 Olympic champion at 100m, was re-
duced to a spectator, having failed to qualify
in the event for Rio at the U.S. trials.

Franklin was in tears earlier after failing
to make the final of the 200 freestyle, but has
another chance in the 200 backstroke, in
which she also won gold in London.

Japan ends China’s reign inmen’s gymnastics
There was no stopping Kohei Uchimura

and his band of Japanese teammates from
flashing the V-signs on Monday as even a
fall from the pommel horse could not stop
them running off with the men’s gymnas-
tics team title at the Rio Olympics.

Four years after Uchimura’s botched dis-
mount from the same block of wood almost
denied Japan a team medal at the London
Games, it seemed as if their pommel horse
curse had struck again when Koi Yamamu-
ro lost his grip and rolled off the apparatus.

But, unlike four years ago when they
ended up with silver behind China, Yama-
muro’s score of 13.900 was their only blip as

they put in a command performance on the
remaining five pieces of apparatus to run
away with the gold with a total of 274.094.

In a sport where fractions decide titles,
Japan’s total was 2.641 points more than
surprise silver medallists Russia, while
China’s failure to stick their landings meant
their eight-year Olympic reign was over
long before the final rotation started.

China, top in qualifying, were in danger of
missing out on the medals completely when
stumbles and falls on the vault, rings and
floor exercise left them trailing in fifth place

with two rotations to go. But they surged
back with a strong showing in the parallel
bars to claim bronze with a total of 271.122.

For all Uchimura’s success, the men’s
Olympic team gold was the one major medal
from missing from his vast collection,
which includes the 2012 all around title, a
record six successive world all around golds
and the 2015 world team crown.

On Monday, as he stood side-by-side with
teary-eyed 2012 London Games survivors
Yamamuro, Ryohei Kato, Yusuke Tanaka
and new kid on the block Kenzo Shirai,
there was no mistaking where they stood on
the Olympic totem-pole as they held aloft
their index fingers to confirm their stand-
ing in men’s gymnastics.

Britain, the United States, Brazil, Ger-
many and Ukraine completed the standings
in the final.

Chinawins gold in synchronized diving
China’s Lin Yue and Chen Aisen won

gold in men’s 10 meter synchronized diving
at the Rio Games on Monday, keeping alive
the country’s goal of a clean sweep in all
eight events.

The world champion Chinese duo were
the favorites to win, but it was the first time
they have dived together at an Olympics.

Steele Johnson and David Boudia of the
United States took the silver medal. Brit-
ain’s Thomas Daley and Daniel Goodfellow
won bronze, edging out a German duo on
their last dive.

Across six dives, China scored highest in
every dive but one.

“I won’t say it was perfect, but we really
did our best today,” said Lin, 25, who also
won a gold medal in the 10 meter synchro-
nized event at the 2008 Beijing Games with
another partner, Huo Liang.

With Monday’s performance, Lin became
the first diver to win repeat Olympic gold
medals in the event.

The duo won by a wide margin, earning a
final score of 496.98. The U.S. team ended
with 457.11 points.

A-Rod
Continued from Page B5

driguez spent the first decade
in Seattle and Texas as a phe-
nom who lived up to all the
considerable hype and re-
cord-setting contracts.

He hit 36 home runs as a
20-year-old, and 40-plus hom-
ers in years 22-24, he was the
face of a new generation of
shortstops, an era which he
shared with the Yankees’
Derek Jeter and the Red Sox’
Nomar Garciaparra.

“When he first came up it
was always his power. His
power was a big thing that
stood out,” said Garciaparra,
whose career started three
years later and ended seven
years sooner than Rodriguez.
“He was a big guy, too.

“Cal Ripken kind of paved
the way to seeing these big
shortstops that can play
shortstop, where they weren’t
automatically thinking you
had to move, that you can ac-
tually play shortstop and be
successful. Now he was just
one of those guys who could
continue that because he was
a really big guy who played
shortstop and had the power.”

Garciaparra said he never
forged much of a personal re-
lationship with Rodriguez,
that they mainly crossed
paths during the baseball sea-
son and that he had more of a
relationship with Jeter.

It was that second act of
Rodriguez’ career, when he
became teammates in New
York with Jeter, when he cap-
tured the rapt attention of
Red Sox fans. Jeter was a
player he was jealous of and

was everything that Rodri-
guez was not — beloved and
self-assured, for starters.
Plus, although Jeter inspired
clever T-shirts in Boston, no-
body despised him. When Ro-
driguez became a Yankee, he
morphed from the phenom to
the distraction.

That he had come so close
to becoming a Red Sox still
strains belief.

That winter of 2003, when
Rodriguez nearly became a
Red Sox only to have the play-
ers’ union reject the contract
re-structuring the Red Sox
sought, still ranks as the most
transformative of this cur-
rent ownership’s many tu-
multuous offseasons. Manny
Ramirez and prospect Jon
Lester were going to go to
Texas, Garciaparra was going
to the White Sox and the Red
Sox were going to get Magglio

Ordonez, Sunday’s Dodgers
starter Brandon McCarthy
and Rodriguez.

The unimaginable never be-
came a reality. After Aaron
Boone, of 2003 ALCS infamy,
wrecked his knee playing bas-
ketball, the Yankees went after
Rodriguez and got their man.

Curt Schilling joined the
Red Sox instead that winter,
announcing that he, too,
hated the Yankees, a hatred
easier than ever to embrace
with Rodriguez in pinstripes.

The drama with Rodriguez
only amplified, almost pre-
dictably, in New York. Before
the 2009 season, he admitted
that he had used PED’s with
Texas. That same 2009 season,
Rodriguez finally got his ring.
Four years later, he tested
positive for PED’s and paid
the price by missing all of the
2014 season.

The last five years or so, Ro-
driguez’ slow but steady de-
clineonthe fieldmadehimless
of a target as an object of deri-
sion for the Red Sox and their
fans, but not by a whole lot.
Plunks from Ryan Dempster
served their purpose in 2013 as
a reminder of how little he was
still liked around here.

This week, it is so fitting
that Rodriguez plays his last
road games where he first
played in the big leagues,
where he could have played
for the second half of his ca-
reer and where he inspired so
much passion, usually the
nasty kind, from fans.

Love Rodriguez or hate
him, you’ve got to hand it to
him. The curtain’s coming
down on the greatest show on
earth, starring Rodriguez.

Nobody’s ever going to fill
his shoes.

Clukey
Continued from Page B5

During the past six
years, Clukey also has
been active in reaching
Maine’s youth. Through
her work with the Maine
Beer & Wine Distributors
Association, she has pre-
sented to more than 19,000
students at more than 60
schools across the state
about the importance of
setting goals, overcoming
adversity and making good
decisions.

She also established
Julia Clukey’s Camp for
Girls at Camp KV in Read-
field, for girls ages 8-11 to
develop a healthy life-
style.

Olympics
Continued from Page B5

Dirt-track driver
dies after crash
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Race driver Bryan Clau-
son died Sunday night from
injuries suffered in a midget
car crash in Kansas. He was
27.

Clauson, who had com-
peted in three Indianapolis
500 races including the 100th
running where he finished
23rd in May, was in a wreck
at Saturday night’s Bel-
leville Midget Nationals on
a half-mile dirt-track oval.
Clauson was airlifted to
Bryan Medical Center in
Lincoln, Nebraska, but did
not survive.

“Last night, the 7th of Au-
gust, we said goodbye to our
son, my fiance, our friend,
Bryan Clauson,” Clauson’s
family said in a statement
released by the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. “He was
surrounded by family and
friends and we were grateful
that we could experience his
final moments with him.

“Our Bryan fought to the
end with the same desire
that he demonstrated be-
hind the wheel of all the
various race cars he would
park in victory lane. How-
ever, we were more proud of
our Bryan that took a mo-
ment to make a young fan’s
day, or demonstrated his un-
common kindness and ap-
preciation toward his
friends, family and fans.”

Clauson was leading the
midget race when his car
climbed the guard rail be-
tween Turns 3 and 4, flipped
and stopped on the dirt track,
before being struck by a car
driven by Ryan Greth.

“This is certainly a sad
day for the racing commu-
nity as a whole, and on be-
half of IndyCar and the In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway,
we send our deepest condo-
lences to the family of Bryan
Clauson,” said Mark Miles,
CEO of Hulman & Co., the
parent of IndyCar and India-

napolis Motor Speedway.
“Anybody who witnessed
Bryan behind the wheel of a
race car can attest to his
elite ability, relentlessness
and unbridled willingness
to race anything on wheels.
While he’ll be remembered
most as a legend of short-
track racing, his participa-
tion in the Indianapolis 500
exemplifies his fearlessness,
true versatility as a competi-
tor and the pure depth of his
talent as a driver.”

Midget cars are small but
with a high power-to-weight
ratio and usually use a four-
cylinder engine.

Clauson, a resident of No-
blesville, Ind., and a North-
ern California native, was
considered the nation’s top
short-track dirt-car driver
with four U.S. Auto Club na-
tional championships — two
in sprint cars and two in
midgets — as well as wins in
prestigious events the likes
of the Chili Bowl, Turkey
Night Grand Prix and Bel-
leville Nationals.

“This is truly one of the
darkest days in the 60-year
history of the United States
Auto Club,” USAC CEO
Kevin Miller said. “Not only
have we lost one of our
greatest USAC champions,
we’ve lost a true ambassa-
dor for all of motor sports.

“Bryan’s passion for our
sport was unparalleled. He
was a leader not only on the
track, but in the pits with
his fellow competitors.”

NASCAR Sprint Cup driv-
er Tony Stewart owned cars
driven by Clauson over the
years.

“It’s a tragedy,” Stewart
told reporters Sunday after
the NASCAR race at Wat-
kins Glen, New York “That
kid drove for us for a long
time and did a great job. … I
don’t care what happened,
no matter how bad his day
was, he always found a way
to smile with it.”

SoxbackatFenway for seriesvs.Yanks
SPORTSDIRECT

The modern chapter of
the rivalry between the Bos-
ton Red Sox and the New
York Yan-
kees kicked
into high
gear in the
offseason between 2003 and
2004, when Alex Rodriguez
was at the center of the con-
troversy. Rodriguez, who
ended up with New York
that winter, will begin his
final series in Boston when
the Yankees visit the Red
Sox in the opener of a three-
game series on Tuesday
night.

Rodriguez has 696 career
home runs but is suffering
through the worst season of
his career at age 41 and has

no place in the Yankees fu-
ture after the team elected to
go younger at the trade
deadline and start inserting
the youth into the major
league roster.

At a press conference on
Sunday, the team and Rodri-
guez announced that the
most prolific slugger of his
generation will be released
on Friday and will move
into an advisory capacity
with the club. “You always
think you have one more hit
in you,” Rodriguez told re-
porters. “That wasn’t in the
cards. That was the Yan-
kees’ decision, and I’m at
peace with it.”

Rodriguez and his young
teammates will be taking on
a Red Sox club that just fin-
ished up a 5-6 road trip and

is battling for an American
League wild card spot.

The Yankees will start
righthander Luis Severino
(1-6, 6.02 ERA) against Red
Sox righty Rick Porcello (14-
3, 3.46).

Severino earned his way
back into the rotation with 8
1/3 strong innings over
three appearances out of the
bullpen, capped by 4 1/3
frames and a win over the
New York Mets on Wednes-
day. The 22-year-old was
bounced back to the minors
after watching his ERA
climb to 7.46 by mid-May but
is getting a chance again as
the Yankees shift into re-
building mode. Severino
was reached for four runs on
five hits — three home runs
— over 6 2/3 innings in a

loss to Boston on May 8.
Porcello, who has limited

Rodriguez to 3-for-20 with no
RBIs in his career, tossed
his second consecutive com-
plete game at Seattle on
Wednesday but was saddled
with the loss after yielding
three solo home runs in a
game the Red Sox went on to
lose 3-1. The defeat was the
first for the New Jersey na-
tive since May 17. One of
Porcello’s three losses came
at New York on May 6, when
he surrendered three runs
on six hits and a pair of
walks in seven innings.

The Red Sox and Yankees
play again Wednesday and
Thursday night before the
Red Sox host the Arizona
Diamondbacks for a three-
game set.

MAJOR
LEAGUES

ROB SCHUMACHER | USA TODAY

Michael
Phelps in the
men’s 200m
butterfly
heats during
the Rio 2016
Summer
Olympic
Games at
Olympic
Aquatics Sta-
dium on Mon-
day.
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Note: Some countries tied in 20th position may be excluded from the table.
Source: Infrostrada

Medals tally
Current top 20 by total medals won

G S BCOUNTRY TOTAL

United States

China

Italy

Japan

Australia

Korea

Russia

Hungary

Uzbekistan

Taiwan

Thailand

Great Britain

Canada

Kazakhstan

Sweden

Vietnam

Argentina

Belgium

Brazil

3

3

2

1

3

2

1

2

0

1

1

1

0

0

1

1

1

1

0

5

2

3

0

0

2

2

0

0

0

0

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

1

4

3

2

6

3

1

2

0

2

1

1

0

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

12

8

7

7

6

5

5

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

Denmark 0 1 0 1


