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Allen also established a
marathon in Millinocket last
December as a means of draw-
ing people to the area and
plans to stage that event again
this year.

The Stearns soccer Go-
FundMe page, established
Monday, raised $560 in its first
24 hours.

The MPA, which oversees
interscholastic sports in the
state, does not require descrip-
tions of such financial issues
as transportation costs on its
cooperative team application
form, though it does require
evidence of local support for
the effort.

“Things like transportation
are left up to the two or — as is
sometimes the case with ice
hockey — three or four school
systems to work out,” Durost
said. “One of the reasons we
require school board minutes
with the application is so we
know right from the front end
that there’s support at least in
terms of the concept and that
the school boards are aware of
whatneeds tobedonebetween
the schools.

“I think fundraising is a
last resort,” he added, “but
certainly, if that’s the only
way they’re going to be able to
arrange for the kids to get
there we have to respect that
local approach to doing what-
ever it is they need to do.”

If this particular fundrais-
ing effort doesn’t reach its
$3,500 goal, it won’t represent
a death knell for the Stearns
players who want to join the
Lee Academy girls soccer pro-
gram this year.

“The opportunity for them

to play soccer is not going to
go away,” Lazo said. “What
they’re trying to do now is
make it more feasible and
make something more consis-
tent to get the kids there.

“If the bus doesn’t work out,
the opportunity for them to
play soccer is going to be
there. It is going to make it
harder for the kids who want
to play soccer, but there’s a
core group of girls who are
going to go regardless of
whether the transportation
works out or not.”

The expected alternative
would call for private trans-
portation involving parents.

“We always have the con-
cern when the parents are pro-
viding the transportation
about liability issues,” Durost
said. “We don’t want to put the
parents in those situations,
but sometimes that’s the end
result.

“Our advice would be for
the school to get some legal
advice or at least advice from
their insurance company, and
then are there any types of
forms or documentations that
the school might want the dif-
ferent sets of parents to sign
off on so there’s a clear under-
standing on liability, particu-
larly if it’s not able to be cov-
ered by school insurance.”

Stearns has never fielded
its own girls soccer team, but
a small number of players
from the school played on a
cooperative team with neigh-
boring Schenck of East Milli-
nocket two years ago. At that
time, the team was granted an
MPA waiver to remain in
Class D despite the schools’
combined enrollment being
greater than the cutoff for
Class C.

That waiver went away last
fall, but two Stearns players

were grandfathered to play on
the Schenck varsity for one
more season without the team
having to move up a class.
Other Stearns players partici-
pated at the junior varsity
level.

During the most recent off-
season, the school board that
oversees Schenck opted to end
its cooperative status with
Stearns in girls soccer, con-
cerned that a move up to Class
C would put the team at a
competitive disadvantage.

Schenck has 134 students
according to enrollment fig-
ures used by the Maine Princi-
pals’ Association to place
teams under the current two-
year statewide classification
cycle while Stearns has 181,
bringing that two-school total
to 315 — well above the 189-stu-
dent maximum for Class D
soccer.

“Once we were turned
down with Schenck, the op-
tions for us were real thin,”
Lazo said. “If I had pursued
this with Katahdin (of Sta-
cyville), that’s another 45 min-
utes in the northern direction,
where Lee is 45 minutes to the
southeast.

“(Penobscot Valley of) How-
land is 35 or 40 minutes in an-
other direction and their pro-
gram is strong so they
wouldn’t have an interest in
doing it, and it’s the same
thing with MA (Mattanaw-
cook Academy of Lincoln).
Their soccer program isn’t
hurting for numbers so they
wouldn’t be interested, either.

“The options are really
thin.”

Lee Academy’s girls soccer
roster typically numbers in
the mid- to upper teens, ac-
cording to Lee athletic admin-
istrator Randy Harris earlier
this summer, leaving open

roster spots for Stearns play-
ers to fill.

The Lee-Stearns girls soc-
cer cooperative will compete
in Class B North this fall, the
final year of the current clas-
sification cycle, as the com-
bined enrollment for those
schools is 417. Class C soccer
involves schools with enroll-
ments between 190 and 399.

The girls soccer collabora-
tion between Lee and Stearns
is among the latest in a gradu-
ally growing number of coop-
erative teams that are being
established to provide more
interscholastic athletic oppor-
tunities during an era of
shrinking public-school en-
rollment around the state.

“The farther north of Au-
gusta you go as enrollments
continue to shrink, I think
these types of conversations
are going to take place on a
much more regular basis,”
Durost said. “For some of
those sports that not a lot of
schools offer, the closest
neighbor may be 50 or 60 miles
away, and then that becomes a
huge commitment for the kids
as well as the school’s trans-
portation system or parents.”

For Stearns, this particular
effort is largely a chance to en-
able several of its students who
have played several years of
soccer to conclude their high
school careers on the pitch.

“We’re optimistic,” Lazo
said. “This is a one-year coop-
erative agreement, and we’re
hoping it works out and the
kids have a good experience.

“The bottom line for me is
that the opportunity for those
girls who want to play soccer
is there. Like anything, it’s not
as easy to do when the sport is
not at your school, but they
have the opportunity to play
soccer, if they so desire.”

“When you’re a tight end,
you get to run some pass
routes so you can take a lit-
tle break from the trenches.
But I’ll get used to it,” the
Holden native said.

Maine head coach Joe Ha-
rasymiak and offensive co-
ordinator Liam Coen said
Andrews will be used as a
tight end and as a tackle.

“He’s battling it out for
the right tackle spot, and
we’ll see how that goes. If
he’s not out there at tackle,
he’ll been on the field as a
tight end. He’s going to play
for us. He’s a good physical
player who provides some
senior leadership,” Hara-
symiak said.

Improved special teams
emphasized

Special teams were prob-
lematic for the 3-8 Black
Bears a year ago, and Hara-
symiak said that will be a
“big, big emphasis” during
their training camp.

Maine was last in the 12-
team Colonial Athletic As-
sociation in extra-point effi-
ciency (14-for-18, 77.8 per-
cent) and 11th in average
kickoff return yardage (17.2)
and punt return yardage
(3.5).

The Black Bears were
eighth in field goal efficien-
cy (12-21, 57.1 percent).

“In my first year here,

Trevor Coston returned a
punt for a touchdown in our
first game and that really
changed the game for us,”
Harasymiak recalled. “Dam-
arr Aultman returned kick-
offs for touchdowns against
New Hampshire (2013) and
Rhode Island (2012).

“When you can change
field position with a return,
it can be a huge momentum
swing,” said Harasymiak,
who is devoting a lot of time
to special teams this season
along with new special
teams coordinator Nick
Charlton.

Harasymiak said players
can sometimes view special
teams “as that other thing
we have to do.”

But he has pointed out to
them that “if you want a
chance to play in the NFL, you
had better be on special teams,
and the guys have done a good
job buying into it.”

Placekicker Sean Decloux
had a sub-par senior season
(11-for-18 in field goals, 13-
for-15 in extra points) and
Sam Lenson went 1-for-2 in
field goals.

Returning punter James
DeMartini averaged 40.9
yards per punt and challeng-
ing him for the job will be
junior Lenson and redshirt
freshman Derek Deoul.
Lenson, Daoul and sopho-
more Patrick Leonard from
John Bapst are the place-
kicking candidates.

Maine opens Thursday,
Sept. 1, at the University of
Connecticut.

The Stanley Cup was at
Colby College in Waterville
last week with Penguins
video coach and Waterville
native Andy Saucier.

Tuesday’s festivities in-
cluded a parade from Bidd-
eford High School to the
arena, during which Du-
moulin held aloft the
trophey while riding on a
firetruck.

Once the truck pulled into
the arena’s parking lot
shortly before noon, a huge
throng of fans, many of them
wearing Pittsburgh Pen-
guins jerseys (there were
some University of Maine
and Boston Bruins apparel
scattered among the Pen-
guins gear), greeted Dumou-
lin to roars that could’ve
been heard back in the Steel
City.

The city of Biddeford did
an outstanding job with this
celebration, in spite of the
fact that all fans in atten-
dance were not able to make
it inside the arena for a pho-
tograph with the Stanley
Cup.

Barbecued goods such as
burgers and hot dogs were
featured, along with a beer
garden, while a DJ kept the
crowd entertained with an
assortment of music.

After Dumoulin arrived
with the Stanley Cup, sever-
al local dignitaries stepped
to the podium to acknowl-

edge his hard work, and Du-
moulin was presented with
a key to his hometown.

It’s rare that big-time pro-
fessional sports trophies
make appearances in Maine,
but when they do, fans turn
out in bunches like they did
on Tuesday. In a way, it re-
minded me of the New Eng-
land Patriots’ 2002 visit to
Bangor’s Bass Park in the
months after Super Bowl
XXXVI. Players Lawyer Mil-
loy, Adam Vinatieri and
Bobby Hamilton accompa-
nied the Vince Lombardi
Trophy and Patriots owner
Robert Kraft to the Queen
City that spring.

Even though the Bruins
and Penguins are bitter ri-
vals on the ice, it was great
to see the people of Maine
turn out to view the Stanley
Cup.

While Dumoulin is the
first Maine-born player to
have his name etched on the
trophy, former UMaine
hockey standouts Dustin
Penner (Anaheim in 2007,
Los Angeles in 2012) and
Scott Darling (Chicago in
2015) have their names on it.

If you had a chance to see
the Stanley Cup on Tuesday,
you were treated to an out-
standing day, whether you
saw it outside the Biddeford
Arena or inside.

Tuesday also may have
been a bright, sunny 85-de-
gree day, but Lord Stanley’s
Cup being on display is just
another reminder that fall
and winter — and hockey
season — are not too far
away.

Ledecky, Phelps cruise to gold-medal finishes
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

RIO DE JANEIRO — Katie Ledecky of the
United States won the women’s Olympic
200-meter freestyle on Tuesday night to
claim her second individ-
ual gold of the Rio de Ja-
neiro Games.

Sarah Sjostrom of Swe-
den took the silver medal,
and Emma McKeon of
Australia won bronze.

Michael Phelps of the
United States followed up
Ledecky’s gold-medal win
when he claimed the 20th
Olympic gold medal of his career by win-
ning the 200-meter butterfly final in a race
that made up for a stinging 2012 defeat to
South African Chad Le Clos.

Japan’s Masato Sakai took the silver
medal and Hungary’s Tamas Kenderesi the
bronze.

Le Clos, whose run-up to the Games was
overshadowed by news that both his par-
ents had cancer, finished fourth.

Phelps now has 24 Olympic medals with
the chance of another later on Tuesday
night in the 4x200 freestyle relay.

U.S. women’s soccer ties but advances
Australia, Canada and France all won on

Tuesday and qualified for the quarterfinals
of the women’s soccer tournament, where
they will be joined by the United States and
Germany as the teams in pursuit of gold
move on to the knock-out stage.

U.S. goalkeeper Hope Solo had a night-
mare and was at fault for both goals — the
second an injury time equalizer — as Colom-
bia came from behind to secure a 2-2 draw in
Manaus.

She flapped at a cross from Catalina Usme
after letting an earlier free kick from the
same player squirm through her legs.

The United States, which got a first-half

goal from Crystal Dunn and a second-half
score by Mallory Pugh, will play again Fri-
day in the quarterfinals against a third-place
team, either Sweden or Australia. If the
Americans win, they will advance to Rio,
where the semifinals and final will be held.

But while the United States remained un-
beaten in Brazil, it remained unimpressive
as well, failing to take advantage of several
chances to put the stubborn Colombians
away.

France beat New Zealand 3-0 to finish sec-
ond behind them in Group G. Canada topped
Group F after defeating Germany 2-1 earlier
in the day.

The Canadians have been the surprise
package of the event so far, with the 12th-
ranked side beating the second-ranked Ger-
mans and the fifth-ranked Aussies.

SerenaWilliams eliminated
Olympic champion and world number

one Serena Williams tumbled out of the Rio
de Janeiro singles competition in the third
round on Tuesday after losing to Ukraine’s
Elina Svitolina.

Svitolina, who is ranked 20th in the
world, stunned the London Games gold
medallist 6-4, 6-3 to record a memorable vic-
tory against the American, who has won 22
grand slam singles titles.

“It’s an unreal feeling for me. This is just
a perfect moment,” said Svitolina, who will
face the Czech Republic’s Petra Kvitova in
the quarterfinals.

Williams was visibly frustrated through-
out the match as she struggling to find her
range, making 37 unforced errors compared
to 17 by Svitolina.

Late in the second set, Williams served
five double faults in a single game, which
drew gasps from a shocked audience.

Williams, who has won three women’s
doubles Olympic titles with sister Venus,
was also eliminated with her sister from the
doubles on Sunday.

China’s Dengwinsweightlifting gold
China’s Deng Wei won the women’s 63-ki-

logram gold medal on her Olympic debut
and broke the world record held by Tai-
wan’s Lin Tzu-chi, who was withdrawn just
hours before the event started.

The International Weightlifting Federation
declined to comment on the reasons for Lin’s
withdrawal but a source close to the situation
said the Taiwanese lifter failed a dope test.

Lin, who set the world record total of
261kg in winning the 2014 Asian title, was

withdrawn by Taiwan’s Olympic committee
and then lost her world record when Deng
Wei managed 262kg.

Lin, 28, is the third lifter to test positive
in the past five days following Antonis Mar-
tasidis of Cyprus (85kg) and Tomasz Zielin-
ski of Poland (94kg) who were sent home.

Khalmurzaevwins Russia’s second judo gold
Russia climbed to the top of the judo

medal table on Tuesday as Khasan Khal-
murzaev earned his country’s second judo
gold of the Rio Games in emphatic fashion,
thrilling the crowd at the Carioca Arena.

Ending his campaign with a bang, the
European champion won his final two
matches by ippon, judo’s equivalent of a
knockout, over Sergiu Toma of the United
Arab Emirates in the semi-final and then
American Travis Stevens in the final of the
men’s -81kg category.

Russia had also won bronze in judo on
Sunday, extending its strong run in the
sport after claiming five medals total at the
Olympics four years ago, including a Lon-
don-best three gold.

Khalmurzaev had praise for Stevens and
how he pushed him to victory.

“I know this opponent and I know he is
strong, so I did all I could do to win this gold
medal,” he said.

Khalmurzaev’s triumph ended Stevens’
dream of becoming the first man from the
United States to win gold in judo.

Despite settling for silver, it was third
time lucky for Stevens after he had come
home without a medal from the Beijing and
London Olympics.

Swimming pool’s green hue stokes
puzzlement

The water in the Olympic diving pool ap-
peared to turn a bright green hue on Tues-
day, causing puzzlement among divers and
audiences as the women’s 10-meter platform
final progressed.
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Note: Some countries tied in 20th position may be excluded from the table.
Source: Infrostrada

Medals tally
Current top 20 by total medals won - After Day 3
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United States

China

Japan

Russia

Italy

Australia

South Korea

Thailand
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Great Britain

Canada
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Kazakhstan
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Taiwan
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1

1

0

2

3

0

2
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2

1

0

0

0

19

13

10

10

9

7

5

4

2

4

4

3

3

2

3

2

2

2

2

Ukraine

South Africa

New Zealand

Indonesia

0 1 1 2

Andrus,Rangers too strong forRockies
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

DENVER — The relent-
less Texas Rangers won
their fourth straight game
T u e s d a y ,
resorting to
the late-in-
ning theat-
rics that have become their
norm in a 7-5 victory over
the Colorado Rockies.

The Rangers scored four
times in the eighth with
Elvis Andrus driving in the
go-ahead run with a two-out
single. In Texas’ current win-
ning streak, all four games
have been decided in the sev-
enth inning or later.

The Rangers scored three
runs in the ninth Monday to
beat the Rockies 4-3, and their
latest rally gave them a sweep
of the two-game series.

The loss was the third
straight and fifth in six
games for the Rockies, who
concluded a 3-5 homestand.
The Rangers ended a 5-3 road
trip and head home where
they are 34-17 and will play 30
of their final 48 games.

Texas’ rally in the eighth
began with one-out singles
from Ian Desmond and
Rougned Odor, putting run-

ners at the corners against
Scott Oberg, who relieved
starter Tyler Chatwood. Car-
los Beltran singled home a run
to make it 5-3 and kept run-
ners at the corners for Adrian
Beltre. He tied the game with a
two-run double to left-center
that finished Oberg (0-1).

Jake McGee retired the
first batter he faced, but An-
drus singled to give the
Rangers their first lead of
the game after trailing by
four runs at one point.

Odor’s run-scoring two-out
double in the ninth off Jordan
Lyles gave closer Sam Dyson
more breathing room. He
gave up a one-out double in
the ninth to DJ LeMahieu,
but retired David Dahl on a
hard grounder to shortstop
Andrus. Dyson walked Nolan
Arenado but nailed down his
25th save by getting Gerardo
Parra to ground out.

Chatwood, whose control
had been spotty in recent
starts, zeroed in on the strike

zone. He allowed two runs and
five hits in 6 2/3 innings with
no walks and a season-high
eight strikeouts. In his previ-
ous three starts, Chatwood had
issued 15 walks in 18 innings,
including a career-high eight
walks in five scoreless innings
July 24 against Atlanta.

Chatwood left after Nomar
Mazara floated a soft single
to center that scored Mitch
Moreland, who had singled
with one out and moved to
second on a ground out.
Oberg came on and struck
out Robinson Chirinos to
end the seventh before blow-
ing his first save of the sea-
son in the fateful eighth.

The Rockies scored twice
in the first and twice in the
third to build an early four-
run lead. Charlie Blackmon
led off the first with his 14th
home run. It was his seventh
leadoff homer this season
and 19th of his career.

Dahl tripled with one out,
giving him at least one hit in
each of his 15 career games.
The hit would have been a
home run last year, but the
ballhit lowonthenearly9-foot
fence that was added to the
wall in right-center in the off-
season.

MAJOR
LEAGUES

ISAIAH J. DOWNING | USA TODAY

Texas Rangers shortstop Elvis Andrus (center) celebrates
with teammates after the game against the Colorado
Rockies at Coors Field on Tuesday. The Rangers defeated
the Rockies 7-5.


