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Speirs fighting to advance toWeb.complayoffs
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

When Bangor’s Jesse
Speirs teed off Thursday
morning at the Web.com
Tour’s WinCo Foods Port-
land Open at the Pumpkin
Ridge Golf Club in North
Plains, Oregon, he knew
what was at stake.

Speirs will probably have
to finish at least among the
top three to earn a spot in
the Web.com playoffs be-
cause just the top 75 money-

winners qualify for them.
Speirs shot a three-under-

par 68 on
Thursday.

Speirs is
coming off
his best
showing on
the tour, a
20th place
finish at the
News Senti-
nel Open in
Knoxville, Tennessee, last
weekend. He shot a 15-un-
der-par 269.

He has made $19,464 and
is 136th on the money list
among 243 players.

The golfer currently sit-
ting in 75th place is Timothy
Madigan. He has made
$57,846.

Fortunately for Speirs,
this will be the most lucra-
tive tourney to date with a
total purse of $800,000.

Speirs has made the cut
seven times in 16 events. He
wasn’t included in the field
in three tournaments be-
cause tour officials reshuffle

the field based on the money
list after a specific amount
of tournaments, and if a golf-
er isn’t ranked high enough
on the money list, he isn’t
included.

Speirs, 29, admitted that
missing those tournaments
was “a little frustrating,”
but he shouldered the blame,
saying, “if I had played bet-
ter, I wouldn’t have had to
worry about the reshuf-
fling.”

He is hoping to carry the
momentum from last week-

end into this tournament.
“I feel good about my

game right now,” he said.
“I’ve got to play good golf.
I’m not going to put any
added pressure on myself.
There’s no need to do
that.”

The top 25 money-winners
on the tour earn their PGA
Tour cards for next year.
The top 75 are guaranteed a
spot on the Web.com Tour.
The golfers who finish from
76th-100th will avoid either
one or two stages of the Web.

com Tour qualifying school,
depending upon where they
finish.

“You need to finish among
the top 100 to get anything
out of the year. I’d like to do
better. I’d like to get into the
playoffs and keep my card
for next year,” Speirs said.
“If not, I’ll have to go back to
the first stage [of qualifying
school] and get it done
again.”

Ryan Spears is No. 100 on
the money list with $40,596
in winnings.
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them make the right call is
well worth it,” said Biber-
stein, who called Sunday’s
session with Maconaghy
valuable.

“It was a great test run
for our crew so that every-
one could get familiar
with the system before
our first game,” said Bib-
erstein. “It’s always great
to have Jim come up and
check in to make sure
we’re ready for the new
season.”

During the games, the re-
play official in the booth
will review every play, and

if the official feels the pre-
vious play warrants a re-
view, he will page the ref-
eree before the next play
occurs.

The replay official, with
help from the communica-
tor and the technician, will
then make a decision and
relay it to the referee via
the headsets.

Each coach will be able to
challenge at least one call
on the field per game.

If a coach calls a timeout
and makes a successful
challenge, he will receive
another challenge and
won’t be docked the time-
out. If the challenge is un-
successful, he can’t make
another challenge and will
lose the time-out used to
make the challenge.

Two challenges will be
the maximum.

The league is providing
all of the equipment and
hardware for the replay
system other than the cam-
eras. There will be at least
five cameras involved.

“There will be a high end
zone camera, a low end
zone camera, one in the
press box at the 50-yard
line and cameras along
each goal line,” said Ma-
conaghy.

Biberstein said if the
game is being televised,
they will use the feeds from
the television network’s
cameras. If it isn’t, they
will use “our own in-house
cameras.”

The replay official and
the head coaches are the

only ones who can stop
the game to generate a re-
view.

Reviewable plays will in-
clude plays along the side-
lines or the goal lines, fum-
bles, tackles, interceptions
and targeting.

Targeting involves
crouching and hitting an
opponent with an upward
thrust, forcibly propelling
into a player to hit them in
the head, contact above the
shoulder on a defenseless
player or hitting with the
crown of the helmet.

Targeting is a 15-yard
penalty and an automatic
ejection.

UMaine will play its first
home game at noon Satur-
day, Sept. 24, against James
Madison University.

“The bottom line is you
need numbers and you need
depth in this sport to have
success,” he said.

Two years ago as a club
entry, Medomak played a
full LTC Class D North
schedule as a fill-in on bye
weeks because that league
had an odd number of teams
in 2014. Last fall, the Pan-
thers began its two-year var-
sity developmental phase
and went 6-2 in the LTC.

This year Medomak Val-
ley has shifted to Class D
South to help both divisions
of Class D football have an
even number of teams for
scheduling purposes.

“We had a great time in
the LTC last year,” said
Snell, “but we kind of knew
when Camden Hills dropped
out [of Class B North mid-
way through the 2015 cam-
paign] that we’d be switch-
ing. We were the one that
made the most sense to
move and even things out.”

Medomak Valley’s roster
features a 19-member senior
class, with 18 freshmen add-
ing to the optimism about
the program’s longer-range
future.

“We’re senior heavy this
year,” said Snell, “but we do
have some underclassmen
that are going to play promi-

nent roles at quarterback, at
fullback, a couple of line-
backers and defensive
backs, so we’ve got some
younger players who will be
out there. They really need
to take advantage of this
year and get as much varsi-
ty experience as they can
knowing that they’re going
to be called upon the follow-
ing year in big roles.”

Medomak Valley will play
its final developmental sea-
son against a Campbell Con-
ference Class D South divi-
sion that has been deep near
the top of its standings in
recent years.

Oak Hill of Wales is the
three-time defending Class
D state champion, but its re-
gional championship-game
victories on route to those
titles were decided by a com-
bined four points — 21-20
over Lisbon last fall, 7-6 over
Lisbon in 2014 and 16-14 over
Dirigo of Dixfield in 2013.

Six of the nine Class D
South championship games
and semifinals in the last
three years have been de-
cided by three points or less.

“I think we’re still at a
point where we have the men-
tality that anybody’s going to
give us fits,” said Snell, whose
team opens its regular season
at home against Dirigo on
Sept. 3. “Last year went well
in the LTC, but we had a cou-
ple one-point games and some
good, tough battles there, too.

“We need the challenges

if we’re planning to move to
Class C next year.”

When Medomak Valley
does make that transition, it
hopes to join Class C North
where midcoast rivals
Oceanside and Belfast await
as well as other fellow Ken-
nebec Valley Athletic Con-
ference schools.

“It would be great if we
could,” said Snell.

And while the move to
playoff eligibility next year
is an immediate goal, long-
term sustainability rests
with maintaining depth
within the feeder system.

“The community support
has just been tremendous,
and I think that’s seen in the
numbers we have from our
pre-K and [kindergarten]
flag football league all the
way up through high school.
We’ve got solid numbers
and solid involvement from
parents and coaches and the
community,” he said.

“The biggest challenge
now is to sustain what has
been built and make sure it
isn’t just that we have large
numbers because it’s new
and exciting right now.”

Bangor-Brewer preseason
game Friday

The Bangor-Brewer foot-
ball rivalry will be renewed
in exhibition fashion Friday
evening at Doyle Field in
Brewer. Game time is 7 p.m.

Brewer is coming off a
trip to the Class B North

championship game last
fall, and while the Witches’
graduation losses included
starting quarterback Logan
Rogerson, coach Nick
Arthers’ club returns a vet-
eran line to lead what
should be a punishing rush-
ing attack and aggressive
defense.

Bangor rebounded from
a slow start last fall to fin-
ish with a 2-6 regular-sea-
son record under coach Al
Mosca. The Rams then
avenged an opening-night
loss by outscoring Edward
Little of Auburn 54-21 in
the Class A North quarter-
finals before having their
season ended in a semifi-
nal loss at top-seeded Port-
land.

Both teams begin their
2016 regular seasons next
weekend, Bangor at Edward
Little at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept.
2, and Brewer at Nokomis of
Newport at 1 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 3.

MDI-Belfast game pushed
back

One early season sched-
ule change in Class C North
will move the Week 2 con-
test between Mount Desert
Island of Bar Harbor and
Belfast from Friday, Sept. 9,
to Saturday, Sept. 10, accord-
ing to Belfast athletic ad-
ministrator Terry Kennis-
ton.

Game time is 7 p.m. at
Bryant Field in Belfast.

After graduation he joined
the university’s staff as an as-
sistant football and baseball
coach under head coaches
GabbyPriceandJasonHarvey.

Most recently he has been
an assistant baseball coach at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, where he
helped coach Andy Barlow’s
Engineers win the 2016 ECAC
Division III championship.

Morris also been active in
the summer college baseball
ranks, winning the 2013
Hamptons Collegiate Base-
ball League Championship as
pitching coach for the North
Fork Osprey and then taking
the same job with the Main-
ers last year before being pro-
moted to manager after for-
mer manager Aaron Izaryk
was named Sanford’s general
manager this spring.

Among other NECBL post-
season awards, Jeff Mertzel of
Winthrop was named the
league’s umpire of the year.

Berry sidelinedwith torn labrum
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Brandon “The Cannon”
Berry, the West Forks
product who has been a
staple of the boxing por-
tion of recent New Eng-
land Fights shows, will be
sidelined indefinitely after
re-tearing his left labrum

in his most recent fight.
Berry wrote in a Facebook

post this week that a recent
magnetic resonance imaging
test revealed the shoulder in-
jury, which he suffered dur-
ing a unanimous-decision
loss to James Lester on June
18 in Lewiston.

Berry, 11-2-1 as a profes-
sional, originally injured

the labrum during his only
other professional loss, a
third-round TKO to Freddy
Sanchez in Portland on Nov.
15, 2014.

He underwent surgery
the following January and
returned to the ring after
an eight-month layoff with
a second-round stoppage of
Engelberto Valenzuela on

July 17, 2015, in Skow-
hegan.

A date has not been set for
his upcoming surgery.

“I had a lot of big plans in
the boxing world this fall
but they will have to wait
until spring,” Berry wrote.
“I have been down this road
before, it’s just a little set-
back.”

ROB MORIN

Brandon Berry (right) battles Eric Palmer for the Northeast Junior Welterweight title in October 2014 in Lewiston. Berry
won by unanimous decision.

Mette liftsWashburn
by FF Tigers in OT

WASHBURN — Skylar
Mette scored with 42 seconds
left in overtime to lift the
Washburn
Beavers to a
4-3 high
school girls
soccer victory over the Fort
Fairfield Tigers Thursday.

Washburn got on the board
15 minutes in the first half
with a goal by Mette. The Ti-
gers answered back five min-
utes later on a Kailanny Her-
nandez goal and Grace Grif-
fin scored with 1:53 left in the
first half to give the Tigers the
halftime lead.

Mette tied it with 11 min-
utes to go in the second half
but the Tigers went up 3-2 on
Sadie Edgecomb’s goal with
4:43 left. The Beavers an-
swered quickly with another
goal by Mette to tie the game
at 3-3 going into overtime.

Washburn goalkeeper
Maggie Castonguay finished
with 19 saves on 26 shots
while Fort Fairfield’s Emily
Everitt made 13 saves on 19
shots.

Ashland5,Cen.Aroostook1
At Ashland, MacKenzie

Carter and Shelby Stolze both
scored two goals and Morgan
Doughty had a goal and an
assist to lead the Hornets by
previously undefeated Cen-
tral Aroostook.

Ashland’s Megan Cote
made seven saves on 10 Cen-
tral Aroostook shots.

For Central Aroostook,
Breanne Bradbury scored off
a corner kick by Jayden Gib-
erson. Caitlyn Harris was
called on to make 10 saves on
22 Ashland shots.

The Hornets moved to 2-0
on their young season while
the Panthers of Mars Hill fell
to 4-1.

Women’sSoccer
Maine3,HolyCross0

At the University of Maine
in Orono, Kaitlyn Ball scored
one goal and assisted on two
others to help the Black Bears
improve to 3-0.

Theresa Gosch’s cross
found Bell in the goalmouth
and she scored on a header
that just got past goalkeeper
Caroline Cashion 33:55 into
the game.

Ball set up the second goal
when she took a point-blank
shot that was stopped but the
rebound went to Nicole Bai-

ley who converted at 44:09.
Maine added its third goal

in the second half at 56:33
when Gosch collected a
through-ball from Bell and
then dribbled into the goal-
keeper’s box and chipped the
ball over her head.

Maine goalie Annalena
Kriebisch saved all seven
shots she faced and Cashion
finished with six saves on
nine shots.

Howtoreportgames
The BDN welcomes high

school coaches, managers
and athletic directors to re-
port their high school games
and events.

We require schools to re-
port their games to our web-
site instead of calling or fax-
ing us.

Doing so is the best way to
guarantee that the game will
appear on the BDN website
and in the newspaper.

FOR ALL GAMES, we ask
schools to list each team’s re-
cord and the first and last
names of players mentioned
for each team. Also, key high-
lights to the game.

FOR FOOTBALL, we ask
for the touchdown plays, in-
cluding the names of the
rusher or passer and receiver
and the yardage of the plays,
along with individual rush-
ing, passing, receiving and
tackles statistics and other
key plays.

FOR SOCCER AND FIELD
HOCKEY, we ask for all scor-
ers for each team and other
available stat leaders such as
assists, along with goalkeep-
ers, saves and shots.

TO REPORT a game to the
BDN website go to this link:

http://bangordailynews.
com/sports/scores/

Then click on your game,
add the information, and hit
submit. Do not hit submit
until you have added all of
your information.

FOR OTHER EVENTS, we
ask schools to email results to
us for high school events, such
as cross country and volley-
ball. Please email to: bdns-
ports@bangordailynews.com.

FOR POSTPONED
GAMES, we ask that coaches
and athletic directors email
us the rescheduled date as
soon as possible to above
email address.

Thank-you for taking the
time to report your games
and events.

Tigers complete sweep of
skiddingMinnesotaTwins
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

MINNEAPOLIS — Need-
ing a triple to complete the
cycle, Detroit Tigers catcher
James McCann said he
couldn’t help but harken
back to last September,
when he hit one of his six
career three-base hits to
right-center at Target Field.

McCann couldn’t muster
that magic again, settling in-
stead for his first career
four-hit day in leading the
Tigers to an 8-5 win over the
Minnesota Twins on Thurs-
day, completing the three-
game series sweep.

“I don’t know what it is,
but there’s definitely some

memories at this ballpark
that I’ve made personally,”
McCann said. “I’d be lying
if I didn’t say that (the tri-
ple) crossed my mind, but at
the end of the day, early on,
in my at-bats early, I was
just trying to hit it hard. I
made a point just to stick
with the same approach. If
(the cycle) happened, it hap-
pened. If not, then it is what
it is.”

McCann’s four-hit after-
noon capped a red-hot last
month for the backstop, who
entered the day hitting just
.212 on the season. In 21
games since July 25, Mc-
Cann is hitting .313 with five
homers and 19 RBIs.

SOCCER
ROUNUP


