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spect from opposing defen-
sive backs and Jaleel Reed
(14-for-104), Jared Osumah
(14-110) and junior Marquise
Adams will take on more
prominent roles in the new
offense. Fairfield’s Spencer
Carey is transitioning from
defense to receiver.

Beckford caught 17 balls
out of the backfield a year
ago.

If the Black Bears can es-
tablish a running game, that
will create some one-on-one
matchups for the wide re-
ceivers that could lead to big
plays. And if the defensive
backs give them a cushion,
Maine’s short passing game
should flourish.

The running game needs
to be more explosive.

Last year, Maine went
1-for-7 in games in which its
longest run from scrimmage
was less than 20 yards.
Maine had four games in
which the longest run was
15 yards or less.

The offensive line of cen-
ter Daniel Burrows, guards
Isiah Brooks and John Red-
dington and tackles Cody
Levy, Jamil Demby and
Holden’s Max Andrews of
Bangor’s John Bapst High
School should be noticeably
improved. Demby would be
starting but has been side-
lined by a knee injury, and
he will miss the opener at
the University of Connecti-
cut Sept. 1.

Brooks has started all 22
games. Andrews also can
play center.

Josh Ingalls of Wells, Ale-
jandro Alvarado and Samu-
el Cooper are capable back-
ups in the line.

Maine allowed just 18
sacks last fall, tied for sec-
ond-lowest in the CAA.

The Black Bears will use
a fullback in some forma-
tions and Julian Dunn will
handle that chore while the
tight end will be Jeremy
Salmon (11-for-90). Jason Si-
monovich is another reli-
able tight end.

Their defense will be re-
vamped as four of the top

five tacklers have departed,
including the leading three
tacklers.

But Harasymiak is quick
to point out that there will
be three four-year starters
in the middle of the defense
“and anytime you can have
that, you have to feel good.”

The young coach ac-
knowledged that there will
be “growing pains” but he
fully expects the defense to
be solid again. Maine was
third in total defense a year
ago (316.8 yards per game
allowed).

Tackle Patrick Ricard
was an All-CAA first teamer
a year ago and was a pre-
season All-American after
leading the league in tackles
for losses (16.5) and ranking
sixth in sacks (7) last fall.
Inside linebacker Chris-
tophe Mulumba Tshimanga
was a first-teamer two years
ago. Darius Greene will be
the nose guard, and he was
chosen the team’s defense-
man lineman last fall (24
tackles).

Tshimanga missed three
games due to injury a year
ago but still was in on 37
tackles.

The relentless Ricard,
who had 53 tackles, is going
to face a variety of double-
and triple-teams that should
enable the other defensive
linemen and linebackers to

penetrate the pocket and
pressure the quarterback.

Maine’s 32 sacks were
second-best in the CAA a
year ago, and the rushing
defense (110.8 ypg) also was
second.

Sophomore Sterling Shef-
field (16 tackles, 2.5 sacks)
had an impressive freshman
season will be a starting
linebacker as will junior
Austin Brown (11). The cor-
nerbacks will be junior
Najee Goode (33 tackles,
team-leading eight pass
breakups), and either Josh
Huffman, a redshirt fresh-
man, or true freshman
Emanuel Patterson.

Junior Jason Matovu (44
tackles) will be the strong
safety and DeAndre Scott,
also a junior, will be the free
safety.

Junior Darrius Hart, who
missed all but one game due
to injury last year, Sinmiso-
la Demuren (34 tackles) and
sophomore Jeffrey
DeVaughn (15) also will see
plenty of duty in the second-
ary.

Schuyler Huntington, An-
drew Stevens, Dakota Tar-
box of Dayton and Thornton
Academy in Saco, Uchenna
Egwuonwu, Connor Walsh,
Alejandro Oregon and Jean
Point-Dujour are defensive
linemen along with Charles
Mitchell.

Zachary Hume, Ben Davis
and Davis Turner of Oxford
will be in the picture at the
linebacker slots.

Maine has allowed a
league-low 185 passing yards
per game over the past five
seasons.

Special teams were prob-
lematic a year ago as Maine
was last in the CAA in extra-
point efficiency (77.8 per-
cent) and 11th in kickoff re-
turn and punt return aver-
age. The Black Bears also
were eighth in field goal ef-
ficiency (12-for-21).

Harasymiak has placed a
high priority on improved
special teams.

John Bapst’s Patrick
Leonard will be the new
placekicker and redshirt
freshman Derek Deoul will
handle the punting, kickoffs
and long field goal attempts.

Harasymiak’s energy, en-
thusiasm and imagination
will be plusses but the sched-
ule will be challenging with
FBS teams UConn and Tole-
do to open the season and
four of the top five teams in
the conference based on the
preseason coaches poll also
on it.

“First and foremost, we
want to earn respect,” Hara-
symiak said. “We want to
put ourselves in position in
the the fourth quarter to win
games.”

“It was a typical crazy re-
start at Michigan, here, at the
end,” Keselowski said. “It is
about getting a good launch
and push. It looked like Kyle
got a good launch and, maybe,
something happened to the 24
(Elliott). I was able to give him
a push, a really hard push and
got sideways, there, and was
able to get the lead. Those two
cars, the 42 (Larson) and 24,
were pretty close. They both
had a lot of speed. We were

right there, though, just a
notch behind.”

Joey Logano led the race
early after starting on the
pole. Harvick was the first
driver to get by Logano on the
race track, taking the lead on
lap 26. Martin Truex Jr., Jim-
mie Johnson and Keselowski
also led laps in the first half of
the race, with Keselowski’s
laps led coming as a result of
staying out later during green-
flag pit stops.

NOTES: The Pure Michi-
gan 400 was the sixth consecu-
tive race missed by Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. as he continues to
recover from a concussion

thought to have been sus-
tained in a crash during the
last Michigan race in June.
Alex Bowman was the substi-
tute driver for the second time
Sunday. … NASCAR, once
again, tested an ultra-low
downforce package in Sun-
day’s race. The Pure Michigan
400 was the third race in
which the package that may
become the base of the 2017
aero package was tested. It
was used at MIS in June and
at Kentucky Speedway in
July. Team Penske won both
those races — Logano at MIS
and Brad Keselowski at Ken-
tucky.

“Ups and downs,” Garop-
polo said in his postgame
press conference in Carolina.
“Just little things here and
there that we need to get cor-
rected. We’ll take care of it.
We’ll do our best to get there.
We’ve got two weeks ’til (the
opener). We’ll work our tails
off to get to that point. We’ll
get there.”

Heading into the Panthers
game Garoppolo had said the
matchup was close to the
opening night environment
he will face in Arizona, and
he didn’t fare as well as any-
one might have hoped.

Beyond Brady’s scoring
drives — No. 12’s numbers
weren’t actually that impres-
sive as he finished complet-
ing just three of nine passes
for 76 yards — Garoppolo also
watched third-string rookie
JacobyBrissett cruiseagainst
Carolina’s second- and third-
string players. The third-
round pick completed all nine
of his passes for 85 yards with
a touchdown for a game-best
143.1 rating. Brady had an
impressive 102.1 rating. And
Garoppolo was a far less im-
pressive 67.9 mark.

But it’s Garoppolo who will
be starting Sept. 11 in Arizona
with Brady banished to a
month off.

It’s a strange situation for
all involved, as Garoppolo ac-
knowledged last week.

It means Thursday night’s
preseason finale in New York

against the Giants may have
a different feel. Garoppolo
could need a few more reps to
build a semblance of positive
momentum heading into his
first career start.

“We want to get Jimmy
ready for the Arizona game.
Tom isn’t going to be playing
for a while so it’s kind of his
last chance to play until he
comes back after a few weeks.
Jacoby certainly could use all
the playing time that he can
get,” Belichick said looking
ahead. “I think that whichev-
er players we play will benefit
from it and it will be valuable
to them. We could play all
three quarterbacks a lot next
week and they’d all benefit
from that and it would all be
good, but we can’t.

“What Jimmy’s role is in a
couple weeks is going to be a
lot different than what Tom’s
is, and it’s going to be a lot
different than what Jacoby’s
is. At some point later on,
those roles are going to
change again. So again,
there’s no perfect solution to
it. We’ll just do the best we
can to try to have our indi-
vidual players and our team
as well prepared as possible
at whatever point that is that
we have to deal with, and
whenever those situations
come up.”

Right now, the man who
most needs to be ready
doesn’t quite look the part.
Garoppolo was the third-best
Patriots passer against the
Panthers and that’s certainly
less than ideal with the regu-
lar season growing closer by
the minute.

on the horizon, the veteran
is well aware of the reality of
his situation on a team that
has other defensive tackles
such as former first-round
pick Malcom Brown, veter-
an Alan Branch and sur-
prise free agent addition
Markus Kuhn.

“Whatever happens, hap-
pens. If I’m here, I’m here, if
I’m not, just… take it one
day at a time,” Knighton de-
clared.

Freeny gets contract
extension

LB Jonathan Freeny re-
portedly signed a two-year
extension with the Patriots
Aug. 27. The veteran joined
New England as a free agent
in 2015 and though primari-
ly a special teamer in his
first three NFL seasons in

Miami, he went on to start
seven of the 13 games he
played for the Patriots last
fall.

Freeny certainly has en-
deared himself to the organi-
zation in his short time in
Foxborough.

“Jonathan is a very de-
pendable player; he is able
to do a lot of different roles
for us,” Bill Belichick said.
“He can play inside and
outside on the line of scrim-
mage and off the ball defen-
sively. He’s been very valu-
able for us in the kicking
game, obviously with some
size. A four-phase special
teams player and one of our
overall top workers in
terms of the offseason pro-
gram, preparation, train-
ing; he always does things
right. He works hard,
doesn’t say a lot, but is very
dependable and consistent.
I think all of the other play-
ers — everybody in the or-
ganization looks up to
him.”
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Cowboyswon’t rule Romo out of opener
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Dallas Cowboys coach
Jason Garrett said Sunday
that quarterback Tony
Romo will wear a back brace
during his recovery time
from the compression frac-
ture in his vertebra.

Romo is expected to be
sidelined anywhere from six
to 10 weeks after he suffered
the L1 compression fracture
during Thursday night’s
preseason game against the
Seattle Seahawks.

“We’ve gotten a lot of dif-
ferent timetables for when he
can return,” Garrett told re-
porters Sunday. “We also
know that he’s played with a
broken bone in his back be-
fore, so there’s no reason for
me to stand up here and put a
timetable on this. I think a lot

of other people outside of this
building have suggested they
know what the timetable is.
That’s not the world we live
in. We live in the world day
by day, do what you can to get
yourself better and we’ll up-
date you as we go.”

Romo’s fracture was diag-
nosed on Friday after he had
an MRI exam. Romo said he
felt fine after the game when
he was injured on Dallas’
third offensive play. He
scrambled from the pocket,
then went into a slide near
the line of scrimmage before
being crunched by Se-
ahawks defensive end Cliff
Avril from the blind side.

After staying on the turf
initially, Romo walked off
on his own. He threw some
passes on the sideline but
was held out for the rest of

the game by Garrett after
lobbying to return. Romo
completed his lone pass of
the game for 11 yards.

Garrett said Romo’s
rehab will consist of rest
and immobility but the
coach refused to rule him
out for the Sept. 11 season
opener against the New
York Giants.

“He’s just going to start
getting into rehab and part
of his rehab is he’s going to
be wearing a back brace for
now,” Garrett said. “So
you’ll see him around wear-
ing that.

“Again we’ll take his situ-
ation day by day like we do
with every guy on our team
and every injury that we
have. He’ll do the things that
he’s capable of doing and
won’t do the things he’s not

capable of doing and hope-
fully he’ll progress every
day.”

The 36-year-old Romo un-
derwent a pair of back sur-
geries in 2013 and he missed
most of last season with a
twice-broken left collarbone.
Garrett said the injury is not
related to the surgeries
Romo had in 2013.

The Cowboys went 4-12
last season, including 1-11
with three backup quarter-
backs, as Romo missed 12
games.

Rookie fourth-round draft
pick Dak Prescott will take
over until Romo returns.

Prescott now takes over
as the starter with Jameill
Showers as the backup. The
Cowboys also plan to sign a
veteran during Romo’s ab-
sence.
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Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo (right) is attended
to after getting injured during the first quarter during a
preseason game against the Seattle Seahawks on Friday
at CenturyLink Field.
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University of Maine quarterback Dan Collins (center) scrambles for yardage while pres-
sured by Jean Point-Dujour (left) and Patrick Ricard during practice recently in Orono.
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New England Patriots cornerback Cyrus Jones returns a
punt, against Carolina, at Bank of America Stadium on Fri-
day.

AARON DOSTER | USA TODAY SPORTS

Sprint Cup Series driver Kyle Larson races against driver Kasey Kahne on Sunday during
the Pure Michigan 400 at the Michigan International Speedway.

Aldridge’s death has
drawn national attention
because of the connection
to Wade, a 12-time Nation-
al Basketball Association
All-Star who signed a two-
year, $47.5 million deal
this summer to play for
his hometown team, the
Chicago Bulls.

Wade described his
cousin’s killing as “anoth-
er act of senseless gun vio-
lence” on Twitter.

In a campaign speech in
Iowa on Saturday, Repub-
lican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump said
Aldridge’s shooting illus-
trated why black voters
would rally behind him,
calling it an example of
violence that Democrats
have failed to address.

Earlier Trump was crit-
icized for politicizing the
killing, and for spelling
the NBA player’s name
wrong, when he sent a
Twitter message that
read:

“Dwayne Wade’s cousin
was just shot and killed
walking her baby in Chi-
cago. Just what I have
been saying. African-
Americans will VOTE
TRUMP!”

Hours later, Trump fol-
lowed up with a Tweet
that offered condolences
to Wade’s family.


