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Pats place Vollmer, Lewis on reserve list
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The New England Patriots
placed right tackle Sebastian
Vollmer and running back Dion
Lewis on the reserve/physically
unable to perform list on Tuesday.

Vollmer has been out with an
injury to his right hip. Various
published reports claim Vollmer
could possibly miss
the entire season.

Lewis recently un-
derwent his second surgery on his
left knee. He tore his ACL in No-
vember.

Being placed on the PUP list
means both players will miss at
least the first six weeks of the reg-
ular season.

The Patriots also released line-
backer Ramon Humber, offensive
lineman Keavon Milton and tight
end Steven Scheu to reach the 75-
man roster limit.

Others teams throughout the
league made moves as they sought
to get down to the 75-player limit.

— The Kansas City Chiefs also
placed Justin Houston on the
physically unable to perform list
and placed fellow linebacker Josh
Mauga on injured reserve.

Houston, who must sit out the

first six games this season, led the
league with 22 sacks in 2014 before
a knee injury limited him to just 11
contests the following year. The
27-year-old finished the 2015 cam-
paign with 30 tackles, 7.5 sacks and
two interceptions.

Houston underwent knee sur-
gery to repair his non-functioning
ACL in February and is expected
to meet with Dr. James Andrews
during Kansas City’s bye week in
early October for further evalua-
tion.

— The Miami Dolphins placed
defensive end Dion Jordan on the
reserve/non-football injury list.

The move means Jordan must
miss the first six weeks of the NFL
season. Jordan is recovering from
knee surgery.

Miami also placed second-year
linebacker Zach Vigil on the same
list. He has a back injury.

Jordan recently returned to the
Dolphins after missing the entire
2015 season for violating the NFL’s
substance abuse policy. He was
reinstated by the league on July 29
and it was then that Miami learned
he had injured the knee during a
private workout.

— The San Diego Chargers
reached the 75-player roster limit

deadline by waiving quarterback
Zach Mettenberger.

The Chargers also placed run-
ning back Branden Oliver (Achil-
les) and guard Donavon Clark
(knee) on injured reserve and
waived/injured wide receiver Ja-
vontee Herndon, defensive tackle
Zamir Carlis, offensive tackle
Tyler Johnstone and running back
Dreamius Smith.

NFL Media Insider Ian Rapoport
reported that the Chargers were en-
gaged in talks with Dallas prior to
releasing Mettenberger. The Cow-
boys are expected to be without
Tony Romo after the veteran quar-
terback re-injured his back in a
preseason game versus Seattle. The
Vikings could also be in the market
for a veteran quarterback with
Bridgewater suffering an apparent
serious knee injury.

— The Denver Broncos released
veteran punter Britton Colquitt as
the team reduced its roster to 75
players.

Seventh-round draft pick Riley
Dixon is expected to replace the
31-year-old Colquitt, who was the
longest-tenured player on the
Broncos’ roster. He joined Denver
in 2009 and became the team’s
starter the following season.

Colquitt was scheduled to begin
the final season of a three-year,
$11.7 million contract he signed in
2013.

— The Los Angeles Rams re-
leased veteran defensive lineman
Quinton Coples, a former first-
round pick of the New York Jets.

Coples, who played defensive
end through his first four NFL
seasons, was attempting to make
the Rams’ roster as a defensive
tackle. The 26-year-old was re-
leased despite forcing two fumbles
and notching one sack during the
preseason.

— Wide receiver Brandon Tate
was released by the Cincinnati
Bengals.

The eight-year veteran played
in every Bengals regular-season
and postseason game since joining
the team as a free agent in 2011
after starting his career with the
New England Patriots.

The University of North Caroli-
na product is the franchise’s all-
time leader in punt return yards
(1411) and stands second in kickoff
return yards (3517). His Bengals
receiving totals are 57-for-901, with
six touchdowns.

— The Baltimore Ravens moved
running back Lorenzo Taliaferro

to the reserve physically unable to
perform list as they reduced their
roster to the required 75 players.

Baltimore also waived undraft-
ed kicker Wil Lutz and placed de-
fensive end Bronson Kaufusi
(ankle) and fellow rookie tackle
Stephane Nembot (undisclosed) on
injured reserve.

Taliaferro is recovering from
surgery in October to repair a Lis-
franc foot sprain. The 24-year-old
didn’t practice in training camp
and will be sidelined for at least
the first six games of the regular
season.

— The Buffalo Bills beefed up
their thin linebackers unit by ac-
quiring Lerentee McCray from the
Green Bay Packers for an undis-
closed draft choice.

McCray signed with the Packers
in the offseason. He played 24
games for the Denver Broncos
over the previous two seasons
after spending the 2013 campaign
on injured reserve.

The Bills also released wide re-
ceiver Greg Little.

— The San Francisco 49ers re-
duced their roster to 75 players by
placing wide receiver Bruce Elling-
ton on the injured reserve list and
releasing linebacker Jason Fanaika.
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Tyler Hafford of Brewer, a senior receiver pictured during a game in October 2015, will be
among the top passing targets this season for the Witches in their quest to return to the
Class B North title game.

BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Here are five players to watch in
the Maine Class B North football
ranks during the 2016 season that be-
gins Friday.

Trey Wood, running back-line-
backer, Brewer: The son of a former
University of Maine fullback shifts
from fullback to halfback offensively
this fall and figures to be a key compo-
nent of the Witches’ ground-and-pound
offense. The rugged senior also is a re-
turning first-team All-Class B North
linebacker who is expected to anchor
the Witches’ defense again this fall.

Garrett McSweeney, quarter-
back-defensive back, Skowhegan:
The senior is considered one of the
state’s top quarterbacks after passing

for more than 2,000 yards while guid-
ing the Indians to the No. 2 seed in
last year’s divisional standings and a
berth in the regional semifinals. Mc-
Sweeney also is a capable rusher
from behind center and a playmaker
in the secondary.

Jesse Devereaux, running back-
linebacker, Brunswick: The Dragons
have several candidates under the
“players to watch” category, but this
senior is capable of game-breaking
plays such as his 83-yard touchdown
run during the Dragons’ win over
Brewer in the 2015 Class B North final.
Devereaux finished that game with 180
rushing yards, and is expected to be a
key contributor on both sides of the
ball for the two-time defending region-
al champs again this fall.

Taylor Heath, quarterback,

Cony: The junior signal-caller
ranked among the Class B North
leaders in passing yardage and touch-
down passes out of Cony’s spread of-
fense in 2015. His performance helped
coach B.L. Lippert’s Rams advance to
the playoffs, and similar production
is expected this fall in coordination
with a receiving corps that includes
returning veteran Jordan Roddy.

Austin Lufkin, two-way line-
man, Brewer: This senior is as adept
at moving opposing linemen out of
the way as he is at throwing the shot
put, where Lufkin is the reigning
New England high school champion.
He uses that strength both to create
lanes for Brewer’s running backs and
as a disruptive force on the front line
of Brewer’s defense, either stuffing
the run or sacking the quarterback.

2016 Class B North football: 5 players to watch

versus teams selected for
the NCAA tournament.

“Division III football in
New England has a long and
storied tradition,” said
NEFC and CCC Commis-
sioner Gregg M. Kaye. “The
opportunity for student-ath-
letes to share a postseason

experience with their team-
mates is an important
achievement that remains
with participants in all
sports well beyond their col-
legiate years.”

“Our group is excited to
provide a first-rate champi-
onship experience to our
members and continue to
enhance the experience for
participants for years to
come,” said ECFC Commis-
sioner Katie Boldvich.
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Rogerson, who graduated
after guiding Brewer
through its playoff run until
suffering a dislocated hip in
the regional final. Senior
Tyler Hafford will be among
Wood’s top passing targets.

“It’s always tough step-
ping in for a quarterback
like Logan,” Arthers said.
“Cody’s a great athlete him-
self, but really what we’ve
been focusing on with him is
maintaining the game, man-
aging the game and being a
field general out there rath-
er than going out and mak-
ing the highlight plays.
We’re just looking for him to
be really consistent and so
far he’s getting the job
done.”

Lufkin along the front line
and Wood at linebacker are
defensive catalysts for the
Witches, with junior Hunter
Umel and senior Jack Corey
key factors in the secondary.

“It’s tough to tell until that
first game of the regular sea-
son, but right now we’re very
happy with where we’re at
and very optimistic about
what our potential could be,”
said Arthers. “We have high
expectations for these guys
and going forward with the
preparation we do every
week we should be getting
better and better.”

Brewer should battle some
familiar opponents for Class
B North supremacy. Bruns-
wick graduated Fitzpatrick
Trophy finalist Will Bessey,
but coach Dan Cooper’s club
returns depth at the skill po-
sitions to fuel its own power-
based attack.

Skowhegan is led by one of
the state’s top quarterbacks
in senior Garrett McSwee-
ney, who passed for more
than 2,000 yards last fall and
also was a capable rusher for

coach Matt Friedman’s Indi-
ans.

“You have Brunswick on
top and they’re the top dog
until somebody knocks them
off,” said Arthers. “Skow-
hegan is very much im-
proved and they’re going to
be right there in contention
with a quarterback like [Gar-
rett] McSweeney. They’re
going to be very tough with
their passing game so it’s
going to be interesting when
we go up against those teams
and it’s going to be fun.”

Mt. Blue of Farmington is
another threat, while Law-
rence of Fairfield and Cony
of Augusta boast top-level
quarterbacks in Braden Bal-
lard and Taylor Heath, re-
spectively. Messalonskee of
Oakland features its trade-
mark hard-nosed approach
while Gardiner and Nokomis
of Newport seek improve-
ment, Nokomis in just its
second year of Class B play
under coach Matt O’Connell.

Another program working
toward upward mobility is
Hampden Academy, where
Fred Lower becomes the
Broncos’ third head coach in
as many years.

“We’re not a real experi-
enced team, we’ve got some
great kids and good athletes,
but we’ve got a lot of kids
who are coming back to foot-
ball after not playing since
their freshman year and sev-
eral seniors in their first
year of playing football,”
said Lower, a former long-
time assistant at Bangor
High School and Husson Uni-
versity. “We’ve got some ex-
perience but the majority are
guys who are learning as
they go, so we’re really
stressing fundamentals.

“My biggest joy so far is
how coachable they are,”
Lower added.

Four captains, seniors
Griffin Nye, Tyler Knights
and Cooper Bennett and ju-
nior Connor Roy, provide

leadership for the Broncos,
who are 42 players strong in
the high school program and
also have strong numbers at
the middle school and youth
levels.

“Obviously I’m competi-
tive, the staff’s competitive
and the kids are competitive,
so the first goal is wins and
losses, but we also know what
the reality is,” said Lower.
“We’re a team that was 1-7
two years ago and 2-6 last
year, but I look at the sched-
ule and if we continue to grow
week in and week out and
stay healthy and don’t get dis-
couraged, there are definitely
some winnable games.

“Are we going to make
growth every day? Probably
not, there probably will be
days and games when we
have setbacks. But if we con-
sistently keep the focus on
what we can get better at and
check those things off and
keep progressing, that will
be a successful season.”
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Harrison’s remarks came
under a barrage of criticism
and he later apologized in a
series of posts on Twitter, say-
ing that he “should not have
called Colin Kaepernick’s
race into question.”

Kaepernick has also at-
tracted some unreserved sup-
port.

Hall of Famer Jim Brown
said on the TV program “NFL

Total Access” that he sup-
ports Kaepernick’s stance.

“I think Pandora’s box is
open,” Brown said. “I’m very
happy that it is.”

National Basketball Asso-
ciation legend Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar offered a full-throated
endorsement of Kaepernick’s
protest in a Washington Post
editorial in which he called
the failure to address deep-
seated racism in the United
States “what’s really un-
American here.”

When reached by email
for comment, NFL spokes-

man Brian McCarthy said
that NFL players “are en-
couraged but not required to
stand” for the national an-
them.

The San Francisco 49ers,
which previously released a
statement in support of Kae-
pernick, declined to comment
further.

The team is scheduled to
play Thursday against the
San Diego Chargers in its
final preseason matchup.

Michigan coach Jim Har-
baugh said he did not respect
the method of protest used by

his former pupil, Kaepernick.
“To me, this is bigger than

football, and it would be self-
ish on my part to look the
other way,” Kaepernick said.
“There are bodies in the
street and people getting paid
leave and getting away with
murder.”

Harbaugh coached the
49ers in 2012, when he
benched veteran starter
Alex Smith in favor of Kae-
pernick. They lost in the
Super Bowl to the Baltimore
Ravens, coached by his
brother, John Harbaugh.
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Vikings QB hurts
knee at practice
Bridgewater taken off field in ambulance

WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

Minnesota Vikings quar-
terback Teddy Bridgewater
suffered a “significant” left
knee injury during a non-con-
tact play at practice on Tues-
day.

Bridgewater dropped back
to pass during a drill and
planted his foot before crum-
pling to the ground.

The Vikings immediately
stopped practice after 25 min-
utes and asked reporters to
leave the field while medical
personnel tended to Bridge-
water. An ambulance drove
onto the field at Winter Park
for the 23-year-old Bridgewa-
ter, who was sedated and un-
dergoing an MRI exam, ac-
cording to Minnesota coach
Mike Zimmer.

“We’re not going to stick
our heads in the sand, tuck
our tail between our legs,”
Zimmer said. “We’re not
going to make excuses.

“Everybody can count us
out but I think that’d be the
wrong thing to do.”

Shaun Hill serves as the
backup to Bridgewater, who
has provided a spark for Min-
nesota since being selected in
the first round of the 2014
draft. Bridgewater completed
292-of-447 pass attempts for
3,231yardsand14 touchdowns
last season to lead the Vikings
to an NFC North title and gar-
ner a Pro Bowl bid.

Hill is no stranger to step-
ping up in the face of injury,
as the veteran replaced De-
troit Lions quarterback Mat-
thew Stafford in 2010 and Sam
Bradford four years later after
he tore his ACL with the then-
St. Louis Rams. The 34-year-
old is 16-18 as a starter in his
career.

Earlier on Tuesday, the Vi-
kings waived quarterback
Brad Sorensen.

Sorensen, who was signed
by Minnesota on Aug. 20, was
added while Bridgewater and
Hill sat out practice with re-
spective injuries. Joel Stave is
expected toserveas the team’s
third-string quarterback.

Jones: No timeline
onRomo’s return

Add Jerry Jones to the list
of those who doesn’t see Dal-
las Cowboys quarterback
Tony Romo retiring any-
time soon.

Jones spoke at length
about Romo in an interview
Tuesday morning on 105.3
FM The Fan, and reiterated
that there is no definitive
timeline for Romo to return
from a compression fracture
in his lower back.

“I don’t know and don’t
know that anybody does,”

Jones said. “But it’s quite a
range there, four to six
[weeks], six to eight, eight to
— I just don’t know and I
don’t know that anyone does
that depends on the function
he’ll put in relatively quick
and then he’ll just need to
get that back in good
strength. And then we’ll go
from there.”

Romo, 36, sustained the
injury on the third play of
the game in last Thursday’s
preseason game at Seattle.
Jones and Romo felt the or-
ganization had “dodged a
bullet” after the game, but
Romo woke up in discomfort
Friday morning.

An MRI exam revealed a
fracture in his lower back,
something they say is unre-
lated to the two back surger-
ies Romo underwent in 2013.

At this point, retirement
has become a question re-
garding Romo and Jones
added to the growing list of
those who doesn’t see Romo
walking away from the
game because of this.

“Well, he’ll retire some-
time,” Jones said. “But I
don’t expect this injury to
cause him to retire.”

Texans’ Osweiler looks sharp
HOUSTON — Brock Os-

weiler delivered the football
with precision Sunday, oper-
ating like a quarterback who
has plenty of confidence in
himself and his receivers’
speed and hands.

In a commanding perfor-
mance that provided his
most encouraging moments
since signing a four-year, $72
million contract in March,
the Texans’ new starting
quarterback displayed zip
and accuracy during a 34-24
preseason victory over the
Arizona Cardinals at NRG
Stadium.

Many of Osweiler’s throws
showed textbook form as his
spirals connected with his re-
ceivers in stride.

Osweiler looked more than
prepared for the regular sea-
son as he concluded his pre-
season workload by complet-
ing 11 of 13 passes for 146
yards, one touchdown and no
interceptions for a 139.1 pass-
er rating. He started fast and
remained on throughout
nearly two quarters of action.

“I thought he managed the
offense well, made some good
throws,” Texans coach Bill
O’Brien said. “I was pleased
with the way he played. I like
Brock’s demeanor during the
game, too. He’s very obser-
vant and he’s a good commu-
nicator with the coaches.
That’s something that stood
out to me.”
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