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After practice finished on
Monday and Sam Bradford
and Mark Sanchez retreated
to the Eagles’ locker room,
Matt Barkley and Tim Tebow
remained on the field for a few
minutes of extra work.

Barkley and Tebow, in
competition for the No. 3 job,
must prepare for the final pre-
season game on Thursday. It
will be a “big week” for those
playing in the game against
the New York Jets, coach
Chip Kelly said. The game
could determine which quar-
terback makes the roster.

What might be the most
scrutinized No. 3 quarterback
competition in the NFL is fac-
ing its expiration date. The
team must cut the roster to 53
players by Saturday, and
Thursday is the last chance
for Barkley and Tebow to
show who should join Brad-
ford and Sanchez in the quar-
terbacks’ meeting room this
autumn.

Barkley said he would start
on Thursday. Tebow also
should get a good chunk of
work. In the final preseason
game last season, Kelly side-
lined both Nick Foles and
Sanchez. The coach is expect-
ed to sit his top two quarter-
backs this week, too.

“I’ll be excited — first
start,” Barkley said. “Excited
to get in a rhythm early on,
get my feet going, get the ball
moving. … I don’t feel any
pressure at all. I don’t think
it’s anything but just an excit-
ing opportunity. I’ve been in
this place to impress.”

Barkley said the game is
different for a quarterback
when he starts. In the final
preseason game last sum-
mer, Barkley went 21 of 33
for 253 yards, one touchdown
and an interception against
the Jets. He said the Eagles’
system is “second nature” at
this point.

But this game offers more
competition for Barkley than
in the previous two seasons,
when he entered the fourth

preseasongamealmost locked
into the third spot.

That’s because Tebow has
clearly intrigued Kelly, who
gave him an opportunity after
nearly two years away from
the NFL. And considering the
value that Kelly places on ver-
satility, Tebow could offer
more utility out of a roster
spot than Barkley.

Kelly has made it clear that
the players will be evaluated
as quarterbacks, which
makes passing a premium
skill. Barkley has been the
better passer during practic-
es, although neither player
has distanced himself in
games. Barkley is 23 of 43 for
306 yards and one intercep-
tion. Tebow is 10 of 19 for 97
yards, with 50 rushing yards
and one touchdown.

Barkley has taken more
snaps and played with the of-
fense ahead of Tebow in each
game, although Tebow quar-
terbacked two-point conver-
sion attempts with the first-
team offense last week. Both
attempts failed.

Barkley arrived in Phila-
delphia in 2013 still recover-
ing from a shoulder injury
that slowed him as a rookie.
After two seasons on the
team, the health and scheme
adjustments are no longer
questions.

“Personally, I do feel im-
proved in a lot of different

areas,” Barkley said. “My
arm strength, I’m not even
thinking about throwing the
ball, whereas in [past] years,
because of that injury, I was
adjusting in certain areas. In
the offense, I either wasn’t
comfortable with it or I was
trying to understand certain
concepts.”

Three teams gave up on
Tebow because of his throw-
ing mechanics and decision
making. He could not find a
job. Kelly said Tebow has im-
proved his throwing motion
since coming to Philadelphia,
which has improved his ac-
curacy.

“I’m improved in my over-
all mechanics — from my
footwork to my throwing to
throwing accuracy, timing,
all those things,” Tebow said.

The stage will not too big
for either player. Both were
popular college players who
have been in high-pressure
situations. This one just hap-
pens to be for employment.

The decision could come
down to what Kelly wants
from that role — a more natu-
ral passer who knows the of-
fense or a more versatile play-
er.

There’s also the possibility
the Eagles keep only two
quarterbacks, as some other
teams do, although Kelly has
gone with three in both of his
first two seasons. But the com-

petition is now between Bark-
ley and Tebow, and only one
is likely to be on the active
roster by this time next week.
Tebow said that Barkley is a
“great friend.”

“You’re competing for
something, but at the same
time, you want to do it the
right way,” Tebow said.
“You want to treat others
the way you want to be treat-
ed the entire time — no mat-
ter what’s on the line, no
matter what’s it stake. Be-
cause opportunities and po-
sitions are never more im-
portant than character.”

Griffin explains socialmedia
comment about his boss
As one of the 16 quarter-

backs to make a start during
Daniel Snyder’s run as
owner of the Washington
Redskins, Robert Griffin III
can relate to the tenuous na-
ture of the position.

On the day he was again
demoted to a backup role,
this time in favor of Kirk
Cousins, Griffin appeared to
like a social media post call-
ing for the “impeachment”
of his boss.

From Griffin’s account,
the post was liked with a
heart and later unliked,
when Griffin claimed in his
own post that, in fact, a so-
cial media intern had made
the earlier click of support.

“I just wanted to set the
record straight on this one. I
did not “like” that IG post
ridiculing our team. I have
not been social media active
consistently for awhile now
and am ultra-focused on
working to get back on the
field and trying to help this
team,” Griffin wrote. “One
of our interns who helps
with Instagram liked the
post. As soon as I was made
aware of it, it was immedi-
ately unliked. That is not
how I feel and I appreciate
your understanding.”

Snyder, a vocal supporter
of Griffin who viewed the
former Heisman winner as
the face of the franchise, has
owned the team for 16 years.
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Ortiz closing in on homermilestone
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — David Ortiz re-
turned home Monday night, and
Fenway Park was ready.

The Red Sox hung a red banner
with the num-
bers “494” from a
light stanchion
above the Green
Monster, a reference to Ortiz’s ca-
reer home run total. It took all of
four innings before it had to be
changed to “495.”

After hitting two more over
the weekend against the Mets to
move ahead of both Lou Gehrig
and Fred McGriff, Ortiz took
Yankees starter Ivan Nova deep
to left field in the fourth inning
to give the Red Sox a one-run
lead en route to a 4-3 victory in

the opener of a three-game series.
And with 31 games remaining,

including 15 at Fenway, it seems
more likely than ever that Big
Papi will hit No. 500 before sea-
son’s end.

“He’s downplaying it in his typi-
cal David, humble way,” interim
manager Torey Lovullo said be-
fore Ortiz slipped out without
speaking to reporters. “He doesn’t
want to make it about himself. He
wants to make it about the team
and how they’re playing right
now. But it’s exciting for all of us.
It’s bigger than a lot of things that
are happening right now, and it’ll
be fun if he gets that 500th.”

Said outfielder Jackie Bradley
Jr.: “It’s amazing. It’s a great ac-
complishment. And it’s getting
close.”

Ortiz also added a leadoff double
in the sixth inning and drew a
walk in the seventh. But it was No.
495 that snapped a 2-2 tie and
helped the Red Sox
to their fifth victo-
ry in seven games.

Ortiz’s torrid
stretch began long
before both of
those events. En-
tering Tuesday
night’s game
against the Yan-
kees, he’s batting
.340 (49-for-144)
with 14 homers
since the All-Star break and has 29
homers, one shy of reaching a
mark that even principal owner
John Henry doubted he’d reach on
June 2 when he had hit only seven.

“He’s not going to hit 50 home
runs. But is he going to hit 30?”
Henry said at the time. “It doesn’t
look like it this year.”

Ramirez sidelined
Left fielder Hanley Ramirez (fa-

tigued right shoulder) was held
out of the lineup Monday night.
Ramirez has never been able to
find a rhythm since opening the
season on a tear with 10 home
runs in the month of April. “This
is not me,” Ramirez told the Bos-
ton Herald. “I’m such a good hit-
ter and I can’t look like that on
the field.” Ramirez is batting .249
(100-for-401) over 105 games in
2015.

DeAza traded toGiants
Outfielder Alejandro De Aza

was traded along with cash consid-
erations to the San Francisco Gi-
ants after Monday’s game in ex-
change for a minor league pitcher.
De Aza played 60 games with the
Red Sox after the team acquired
him from the Baltimore Orioles on
June 3. De Aza hit .292 (47-for-161)
with nine doubles, five triples,
four home runs and 25 RBIs in
Boston.

Craig recalled
First baseman Allen Craig was

recalled from Triple-A Pawtucket
and was set to rejoin the Red Sox
Tuesday. Craig, optioned to Paw-
tucket on May 9, hit .274 with four
home runs and 30 RBIs in 93 games
in Triple-A. Craig was batting .135
with a homer and two RBIs at the
time of his demotion.
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Ortiz

Lucky Whitehead that came
after he used his patented
360 spin move to buy time in
the pocket before zipping
the ball into the end zone.

It was Romo being Romo.
“He has the ability to feel

pressure in the pocket, spin
around and still have his
wits about him,” Wilson
said. “A lot of time if you
pirouette out like that, you
lose vision of the defense and
where your guys are, but
he’s done it his whole career.

COWBOYS NOTE-
BOOK: Linebacker Rolando
McClain was taken off the
physically unable to per-
form list and practiced on a
limited basis Monday. Mc-
Clain had been on the PUP
list since the start of train-
ing camp because of offsea-
son knee surgery.

He got some work with
the first team defense in the
walk-through portion of
practice but was limited
mainly to individual drills.

McClain will miss the
first four games of the sea-
son serving an NFL suspen-
sion for violating the sub-
stance abuse policy. The
Cowboys considered leaving
McClain on PUP list to start
of the season, causing him to
miss the first six weeks.

Considering the Cowboys

have a bye following their fifth
game against the New England
Patriots, it would have meant
that McClain would have only
missed one more game.

His suspension would
have run concurrently with
the PUP designation.

But now McClain will be
back on the field for Oct. 11
game against the New Eng-
land Patriots rather than
the Oct. 25 game at the New
York Giants.

— The Cowboys could
still add a running back to
the mix but they are not in-
terested in former Bills
starter Fred Jackson.

The nine-year veteran
was cut by the Buffalo Bills
on Monday.

Jackson is 34 years old,
which takes him out of the
mix for a Cowboys team that
is focused on youth at every
position, but especially run-
ning back.

The lack of interest in
Jackson, however, doesn’t
mean the Cowboys are set at
running back with Darren
McFadden, Joseph Randle
and Lance Dunbar.

The Cowboys like their
backs and feel good about
McFadden, who showed
some burst with four carries
for 37 yards against the Vi-
kings last Saturday.

But vice president Ste-
phen Jones said the team
will keep an eye out for a
young running back to add
to the mix as cuts are an-
nounced over the next week.

Tennis
Continued from Page B5
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Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark returns a shot against Jamie Loeb of the United States on
Tuesday during the U.S. Open Championships at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis
Center in New York. Wozniacki defeated the U.S. national college champion 6-2, 6-0.

The 128th-ranked Yoshi-
hito Nishioka, who saw
fourth-seeded compatriot
and 2014 finalist Kei Nishi-
koria drummed out in five
sets on Monday, booked
himself into the second
round with a 6-4, 2-6, 6-7(7),
6-1, 6-2 victory.

Dutchman Robin Haase
also made a Houdini-like es-
cape against Germany’s
Dustin Brown to register a
4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5, 6-4 victory.

Heat may have been a fac-
tor in claiming other hard-
luck victims at the U.S. Na-
tional Tennis Center as four
players retired from their
matches.

Australian Lleyton
Hewitt, the 2001 U.S. Open
winner, advanced 6-0, 7-6(2),
1-0 when Aleksandr Nedovy-
seov of Kazakhstan retired.

Misfortune favored the
French and went the other
way for the Aussies when
12th seed Richard Gasquet
advanced 4-6, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3, 2-0
when Thanasi Kokkinakis
retired.

Women’s
second seed
S i m o n a
Halep also
had an ab-
b r e v i a t e d
match as she
a d v a n c e d
6-2, 3-0 after
New Zea-
land’s Marina Erakovic re-
tired with a knee injury.

Halep, who reached the

finals at U.S. Open tune-up
events in Toronto and Cin-
cinnati, barely broke a
sweat on Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium court, needing a mere
47 minutes to see off the
99th-ranked New Zealander.

Also sprinting to victory
was fourth seed Caroline
Wozniacki, who dismissed
U.S. national college cham-
pion Jamie Loeb 6-2, 6-0.

The women’s draw con-
tinued to produce upsets for
a second consecutive day as
Czech sixth seed and French
Open finalist Lucie Safaro-
va fell 6-4, 6-1 to Ukrainian
Lesia Tsurenko.

Fourteenth seed Timea
Bacsinszky of Switzerland

was also shown the door,
ushered out by 42nd-ranked
Czech Barbora Strycova 7-5,
6-0.

They joined Monday’s
first-round casualties that
included Serbian seventh
seed Ana Ivanovic, eighth
seeded Czech Karolina Plis-
kova and 10th-seed Carla Su-
arez Navarro of Spain.

“I wasn’t surprised (by
the upsets), it is normal,”
said 23-year-old Halep. “Ev-
eryone is fighting like crazy
because it’s the last grand
slam (of the year).”

OPEN NOTES: Serena
Williams will look to move
one step closer to complet-
ing a calendar sweep of the

four Grand Slams when she
meets unseeded Kiki
Bertens in a second-round
U.S. Open clash on Wednes-
day. Top seed Williams,
seeking to become the first
woman since Steffi Graf in
1988 to complete a rare cal-
endar Grand Slam, will face
the tall, big-hitting Bertens
in the third match of the day
at Arthur Ashe Stadium. A
well-rested Williams, who
needed only 30 minutes to
win her first-round match
when her opponent retired
with a knee injury, will start
a prohibitive favorite
against her 110th-ranked op-
ponent from the Nether-
lands.

Halep
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Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Tim Tebow warms up
before a preseason game against the Green Bay Packers
at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on Saturday.

Tebow to get last shot at Eagles’ No. 3QB job
Manziel seeks help
for his sore elbow
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Head coach Mike Pettine
said Tuesday the Cleveland
Browns are not sure when
quarterback Johnny Manziel
will be ready to throw again.

Manziel is bothered by
right elbow soreness, a condi-
tion Pettine said was also a
challenge for Manziel at
Texas A&M. The 2014 first-
round pick was flagged by at
least one team for the elbow
issue, according to ESPN.

“I don’t know when he will
throwagain,butheisdoinghis
rehab exercises. He is on the
training room protocol with it.
There is not any real update
with Johnny,” Pettine said.

Manziel said he consulted
with renowned surgeon
James Andrews as a refer-
ence in his rehabilitation.
None of the doctors Manziel
spoke to recommended sur-
gery, he said Tuesday.

The soreness in his elbow
is commonly associated with
tennis elbow or mild tendini-

tis. The recovery period typi-
cally is days to weeks.

Thad Lewis and Pat Devlin
aretheonlyquarterbacksonthe
roster behind starter Josh Mc-
Cown, the 36-year-old journey-
man with starts for the Chicago
Bears and Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers the past two seasons.

Jets TEAmaro
lost for season

So much for Jace Amaro’s
second season in the NFL
with the New York Jets.

The tight end suffered a
torn labrum in the Jets’ pre-
season opener against the
Detroit Lions and will have
surgery to repair the shoul-
der, coach Todd Bowles said.
The Jets placed Amaro on
injured reserve Tuesday
when team rosters had to be
reduced to 75 players.

Amaro’s loss comes as
somewhat of a surprise. The
initial injury was consid-
ered minor and Amaro said
last week that the shoulder
was improving.

Shoeless Joe Jackson
denied reinstatement
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

For the second time in 25
years, the commissioner of
Major League Baseball de-
nied a request to reinstate
Shoeless Joe Jackson.

Rob Manfred responded to
an appeal from the Shoeless
Joe Jackson Museum in
South Carolina with a denial
to “reopen” the matter of the
banned player for accepting
$5,000 to throw the 1919 World
Series along with seven oth-
ers.

The Black Sox scandal was
reviewed in 1989 by Bart Gia-
matti, who denied Jackson’s
reinstatement.

Jackson died in 1951, and
the museum argued that he
more than served his sen-
tence. Commissioner
Kenesaw Mountain Landis
banned Jackson in 1920.

According to the museum,
Manfred wrote a letter in-
forming Jackson’s case was
not being opened again.

“The results of this work
demonstrate to me that it is
not possible now, over 95
years since those events took
place and were considered by
Commissioner Landis, to be
certain enough of the truth to
overrule Commissioner Lan-
dis’ determinations,” Man-
fred wrote to the museum.

Manfred said he used Gia-
matti’s review in 1989 that
also declined to reinstate
Jackson because the case was
“now best given to historical
analysis and debate as op-
posed to a present-day review
with an eye to reinstatement.”

Jackson played for three
teams over 12 seasons and fin-
ished his career with a .356
batting average and 1,772 hits.


