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ST. PETERSBURG, Flori-
da — In a victorious week-
end series punctuated by
David Ortiz’s history-mak-
ing 500th home run, 35-year-
old left-handed starter Rich
Hill may have been the best
Boston Red Sox story of all.

Sunday,
he started a
game for
the first
time since 2009, and he
turned in a storybook per-
formance.

It’s been quite a summer-
long journey. In June, Hill
was released by the Washing-
ton Nationals before signing
with the Long Island Ducks of
the independent Atlantic
League a month later.

In need of pitching, the
Red Sox signed him in Au-
gust and sent him to Triple-
A Pawtucket, where he went
3-2 with a 2.79 ERA and
earned a promotion.

And Sunday’s start,
where he pitched seven in-
nings of scoreless one-hit
ball while striking out 10.

“It’s a great story,” Red
Sox interim manager Torey
Lovullo said.

Asked to recall his last
major league start, Hill
couldn’t. Asked when the

last time he was as good as
he was Sunday, he also
couldn’t remember.

“There were a lot of relief
appearances in between,”
Hill joked.

Hill was 3-3 in his last
season as a starter with Bal-
timore in 2009. Since that
last start — a 2 1/3 inning
effort against Kansas City
— he had made 135 consecu-

tive relief appearances for
Boston, the Cleveland Indi-
ans, Los Angeles Angels and
New York Yankees.

“Well, 2009 was not a good
year,” Hill said. “I had
shoulder surgery at the end
of that year and kind of bat-
tled with that all season. The
last five seasons have been
out of the bullpen and I’ve
been hoping to get back to

maintaining my mechanics
for this second starting op-
portunity. Holding my me-
chanics and being strong
enough for 100 pitches.”

He threw 109 pitches Sun-
day, 68 for strikes. Lovullo
said Hill should see at least
two more starts.

“From the beginning, it
was just (Boston telling me
to) go out there and do the
best that you can,” Hill said.
“Here’s an opportunity for
you so make the most of it.
That was really it.”

SOX NOTES: Shortstop
Xander Bogaerts, the lead-
ing hitter in baseball since
May 31, continued his suc-
cess with two singles, the
latter being his major-
league-leading 135th, and he
added two stolen bases. Bo-
gaerts, who was 1-for-2 off
Rays LHP Drew Smyly, is
batting .372 against lefties
this season entering Mon-
day night’s game against the
Orioles. … Meanwhile,
Mookie Betts’ third-inning
single extended his hitting
streak to 18 games, the lon-
gest active streak in base-
ball before Monday night’s
game. The streak is also the
longest by a Red Sox player
since Jacob Ellsbury hit in
19 straight in 2013. Betts fin-
ished the game 3-for-6.
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Kevin Harvick had just
struggled to a 14th-place fin-
ish in the Federated Auto
Parts 400 at Richmond Inter-
national Raceway, where
race winner Matt Kenseth
had twice put him a lap
down.

N e v e r -
theless, the
reigning NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series champion
seemed blithely uncon-
cerned — even confident —
as he fielded questions from
reporters after the race.

Why? Because Harvick al-
ready had begun looking
ahead with relish to the de-
fense of his title in the 10-
race Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup that begins with
Sunday’s MyAFibRisk.com
400 at Chicagoland Speed-
way (3 p.m., NBCSN).

And because he knew
masterful crew chief Rod-
ney Childers already had
been planning for the Chase
for weeks.

So as Harvick heads to
Chicagoland Speedway for
next week’s first event in
the three-race Challenger
Round of the Chase, he has
solid reasons for optimism.

“I know how much prepa-

ration and time everybody
at Stewart-Haas Racing and
especially Rodney and all
our guys on our No. 4 team
have put into going to these
next three weeks,” Harvick
said. “It’s just what it’s all
about.

“It’s a
whole differ-
ent way of
racing. It’s a
whole differ-
ent mind-set
as you go
into Chica-
go, and it’s
kind of take-
no-prisoners. ‘I don’t like
you, and I know they don’t
like me,’ so you race like
that on every lap, and we’re
going to go after it.”

As Harvick and teammate
Kurt Busch enter the Chase,
much of the conversation
will revolve around the re-
cent strength of Joe Gibbs
Racing, and deservedly so.
Collectively, JGR cars won
seven of the last nine regu-
lar-season races.

Lest we forget, however,
Harvick ended the regular
season as the series leader,
having accumulated 978
points in 26 races, good for a
30-point margin over second-
place Joey Logano. Harvick

has two victories and a re-
markable 10 runner-up fin-
ishes to his credit this sea-
son, and he led the series in
top fives (18) and top 10s (22).

During JGR’s dominating
run over the last nine races,

Harvick has
finished sec-
ond twice,
third three
times and
fifth once —
a far cry
from back-
marker sta-
tus.

A c c o r d -
ingly, those currently enter-
taining the possibility of an
all-Gibbs contest in the final
round of the Chase at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway
would be wise not to ignore
the defending champion,
who seized his first series
title last year by winning
the final two Chase races, at
Phoenix and Homestead.

Harvick sees that experi-
ence as a distinct advantage,
and he seems eager to em-
brace a Chase mentality that
harkens back to his days as
a pugnacious kid from Ba-
kersfield, Calif.

“I feel like as a team we
have been there, done that,”
Harvick said after Saturday

night’s race. “We’ve been in
Phoenix and Homestead
pressure situations and suc-
ceeded in both of those situ-
ations. I think when you
look at the group (of Chase
qualifiers), there’s not a lot
of them that have done that,
and you’ve just got to keep
pressure on them.

“And I think, as you go
into Chicago, you just know
that you’re not going to
make any friends, and you
don’t have to worry about it.
You have to worry about
what you have to do to ad-
vance to get to the next
round every three weeks,
and whatever the scorecard
looks like or whatever you
have to do is what you have
to do. It’s not about making
more friends.”

And what about team-
mate Kurt Busch, winner of
the inaugural Chase in 2004?
Like Harvick, Busch has
shown speed throughout the
season, and his pairing with
veteran crew chief Tony
Gibson has been serendipi-
tous.

“Yeah, this is a fantastic
feeling going into the Chase
this year,” said Busch, who
recorded an average finish
of 10.9 during the regular
season.
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Gough propelsHawks past Cougars
HODGDON — Jill Gough scored

two goals to help the lead the Hodg-
don Hawks to a 3-2 high school
girls soccer victory over the Ka-
tahdin Cougars on Monday.

Taylor Desrosiers chipped in
with a goal for the
Hawks (3-0) and
Megan Russell
added an assist.

Kelsey Hamm
and Erin Robinson
each scored a goal for Katahdin
(1-2) and Georgia Landry contrib-
uted an assist.

Searsport 4, Greenville 0
At Searsport, four different

Lady Vikings scored as Searsport
picked up the. win over the Lakers
of Greenville.

Searsport led 1-0 at the half be-
hind a Karigen Coffin goal off an
assist from Kaitlyn Shute.

Anna Bucklin, Hannah Nadeau
and Melinda Ogden added second-
half goals as Searsport improved
to 2-1.

Orono 1, Hermon 1
At Orono, the Red Riots and the

Hermon Hawks battled to a tie in
double overtime.

Alex Allain scored early in the
game off a Chloe Raymond assist.
Orono evened the score on Brinsley
Chasse’s goal. The second half and
overtime periods remained scoreless.

Goalkeeper Bryanne Crouse
made eight saves on 13 shots for
Hermon and Katelynn Richards
posted 10 saves on 15 shots for the
Red Riots.

Piscataquis 3, Lee 0
At Guilford, Piscataquis scored

all three goals in the first half to
shut out Lee Academy.

The 2-2-0 Pirates opened the
scoring on senior Lucinda Wing-
ert’s goal, assisted by Erin Speed.

Foxcroft 4,MDI 2
At Dover-Foxcroft, after a 1-1 tie

at halftime, the Ponies scored
three times in the second half to
prevail over Mount Desert Island
for their first win of the season.

Jenna Clukey and Grace Fran-
cis each scored a goal with Clukey
adding two assists and Francis
chipping in one. Grace Bickford
and Abby Simpson each contrib-
uted one goal apiece for 1-3 Fox-
croft.

Ally Bender and Opal Curless
each scored for the 3-1 Trojans and
Curless added an assist.

Foxcroft goalie Kiara Prescott
made 12 saves on 17 shots while
MDI goalie Brigette Olearcek had
11 saves on 17 shots.

Houlton 6, Schenck 0
At Houlton, Natalie Hill record-

ed three goals for a hat trick and
added an assist to lead the Shire-

towners past the Schenck Wolver-
ines of East Millinocket.

Katie Condon added two goals
and an assist while Kolleen
Bouchard chipped in one goal and
three assists. Jamie Brown had
one assist.

For Schenck, Taylor McLaugh-
lin made 21 saves on 32 shots.
Emma Hines earned the shutout
for Houlton.

Easton 1,Washburn 0
At Easton, Isabelle Morin scored

the game’s only goal with 29:04 left
in the game to give the Bears the
victory.

Easton’s Blake Bradley made
seven saves on 10 shots while
Washburn’s Taylor Howe finished
with 10 saves on 17 shots.

Wisdom 1, Fort Kent 0
At Fort Kent, Brianna Lavoie

scored on a Bailey Bellefleur assist
just four minutes into the first half
and Wisdom held on to nip the
Warriors.

Pioneer goalie Riley Wright
made the score stand as she
stopped five of 20 Warrior shots on
goal. Sylvie Guimond made two
saves on three shots for Fort Kent.

Wisdom improves to 5-1-1 while
Fort Kent falls to 1-4-1.

FieldHockey
Stearns 4, Piscataquis 1

At Millinocket, Jessicca Girsa
netted two goals to lead Stearns
past Piscataquis for the win.

Cassidy McLeod and Marissa
Marter each contributed one goal
while Marter and Audrey Dunstan
each had an assist.

Jordan Littlefield scored the
lone goal for the Pirates.

Boys Soccer
Hodgdon 10, Katahdin 6

At Hodgdon, Dylan Oliver and
Jimmy Buzzell each recorded a hat
trick to lead the Hawks to victory.

Wyatt Foster chipped in with
two goals for 3-0 Hodgdon while
Daden Palmer and Jordyn Merritt
each added a goal. Buzzell, Oliver
and Bobby Ramsey notched as-
sists.

Tyson Porter, Daktoa Rein-
hardt, Riley Somers, Daniel
Moody-Kay, Devin McGraw and
Nik Drew each had one goal apiece
for 0-3 Katahdin. William
Schilkowski had an assist.

Easton 3,Washburn 3
At Easton, the Bears and Bea-

vers played to a 3-3 tie before the
game was called three minutes
into the first overtime due to light-
ning.

Drew Sotomayor scored 2:13
into the first half to give Easton
the early lead. Washburn’s Noah

Caron scored the equalizer at the
26:07 mark and Jovanni Tavares
scored on a penalty kick two min-
utes into the second half to put the
Beavers up 2-1.

Sotomayor converted a PK for
Easton at the 31:54 mark to tie it,
then put the Bears ahead off of an
assist from Jordan White with
26:08 left. Washuburn’s Justin
Davis tied the game with 1:15 to
go.

Jake Flewelling made seven
saves on 13 shots for Easton. Caleb
Thompson saved 13 of 25 shots for
Washburn.

Fort Kent 8,Wisdom 1
At Fort Kent, senior Brandon

Theriault scored three goals and
added three assists to lead the 4-0-1
Warriors (4-0-1) past Wisdom of St.
Agatha on Monday night.

Max Ouellette, Trevor Carter,
Dylan Bernier, Ryan Chasse and
Sam Johnson each scored once for
Fort Kent. Chasse had two assists
and Carter and Nathan Michaud
each picked up one.

Wisdom (0-5) scored on a penal-
ty kick by Adam Pelletier with 2:24
left in the game.

Chris Dangle and Reece Pelleti-
er combined to make four saves on
six shots while Jack Guerrette
made 18 saves on 34 Fort Kent
shots.

Harvick
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Boston Red Sox starter Rich Hill delivers a pitch Sunday in
the first inning against the Tampa Bay Rays at Tropicana
Field in St. Petersburg, Florida. Sunday’s game was Hill’s
first start since 2009.

Hill makesmost of opportunity

Harvick eager to defend racing title
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More indictments expected
inworld soccer probe

REUTERS

ZURICH, Switzerland — U.S. authori-
ties have expanded their investigations
into corruption in global soccer and ex-
pect to file additional criminal charges,
U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch
said on Monday, deepening the crisis sur-
rounding the sport’s governing body.

As part of a separate Swiss investi-

gation, Switzerland’s chief prosecutor
said his office had seized property and
flats in the Swiss Alps in connection
with its probe into corruption inside
Zurich-based FIFA.

The developments are the latest in
the worst crisis in FIFA’s 111-year his-
tory, which erupted with the arrest of
seven senior soccer officials and sports
marketing executives over corruption
accusations in Zurich in May.

“What I can say is that, separate and
apart from the pending indictment,
our investigation remains active and

ongoing, and has in fact expanded
since May,” Lynch said at a news con-
ference in Zurich alongside Swiss At-
torney General Michael Lauber.

“Based upon that cooperation (with
Swiss authorities) and new evidence,
we do anticipate pursuing additional
charges against individuals and enti-
ties,” Lynch said.

She added that the global response
to the FIFA scandal had sent a clear
message: “You are on the wrong side of
progress and do a disservice to the in-
tegrity of this wonderful sport.”

Orioles’ Gausman
shuts downRed Sox
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BALTIMORE — Right-
hander Kevin Gausman
threw six innings of two-hit
ball, leading the Baltimore
Orioles to a 2-0 victory over
the Boston Red Sox Monday
night.

The Orioles, who won for
the fifth time in six games,
still hold out hope for a late
playoff push. The Red Sox,
meanwhile, are trying to
climb out of the American
League East cellar.

Gausman (3-6) struck out
seven and walked four to
pick up his first win since
Aug. 1. Catcher Caleb Jo-
seph had three of Balti-
more’s nine hits.

With the Orioles clinging
to a 1-0 lead, Baltimore re-
liever Brad Brach got two
ground balls and a strikeout
to get out of the seventh.
Center fielder Adam Jones
then provided an insurance
run with his second RBI of
the night on a two-out dou-
ble to right off Jean Machi
that scored first baseman
Chris Davis, who had sin-
gled.

Orioles reliever Darren
O’Day began the eighth and
allowed a leadoff walk to
center fielder Mookie Betts
and a single to pinch hitter
Brock Holt. O’Day struck
out shortstop Xander Bo-
gaerts before being re-
placed by lefty Brian Ma-
tusz, who came in to face
David Ortiz. The Boston
designated hitter flied out
to center, and Matusz in-
duced a groundout from
first baseman Travis Shaw

to preserve the shutout.
Closer Zach Britton

picked up his 33rd save with
a perfect ninth.

Boston rookie left-hander
Eduardo Rodriguez (9-6) al-
lowed one run on five hits
with a season-high nine
strikeouts and three walks
over 5 1/3 innings. He was
looking to become the first
Boston rookie to earn 10
wins since Daisuke Matsu-
zaka in 2007.

Orioles designated hitter
Nolan Reimold singled and
Machado earned a walk off
Rodriguez to open the first.
Boston second baseman
Josh Rutledge then couldn’t
handle a sharp grounder by
Jones, allowing Reimold to
score.

Gausman cruised through
the Red Sox lineup until the
fourth, when he loaded the
bases with one out. Howev-
er, left fielder Rusney Cas-
tillo lined out to second and
catcher Blake Swihart flied
to center to end the threat.

NOTES: Holt entered as a
pinch hitter in the eighth
inning, the first time he
played since leaving the Fri-
day game against Tampa
Bay due to back spasms. …
Boston DH David Ortiz was
back in the lineup after an
emotional weekend during
which he got his 500th home
run Saturday against the
Rays. He did not play Sun-
day. … RHP Miguel Gonza-
lez (right shoulder tendini-
tis) began throwing on flat
ground Monday with no ill
effects. The Orioles hope he
can make another start this
season.

NFLwon’t punish
Suh in helmet case
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The NFL won’t discipline
Miami Dolphins defensive
tackle Ndamukong Suh after
he appeared to kick off the
helmet of Washington Red-
skins running back Alfred
Morris.

NFL spokesman Michael
Signora confirmed Monday
there will be no action taken
against Suh after the play
was reviewed by the senior
football operations staff.

There was contact between
the players, but “Suh’s action
was not deemed a kick,” Si-
gnora said.

During the second quar-
ter of the Dolphins’ 17-10 vic-
tory over the Washington
Redskins on Sunday, Suh
tackled Morris. While get-
ting up and returning to the
huddle, Suh’s right leg con-
tacted Morris’ facemask,
knocking off the helmet.

Following the game, Suh
claimed not to remember
the incident.

“I tackled him plenty of
times during the game, so
I’m not really certain what
you are speaking of,” Suh
said.

Suh, who signed a six-
year, $114 million contract
with the Dolphins as a free
agent in March, has been
punished by the NFL multi-
ple times for player-safety

violations. In all, Suh has
lost $420,669 due to fines and
suspensions in his career,
according to ESPN.com.

CowboysWRBryant to have
surgeryTuesday

Dallas Cowboys coach
Jason Garrett confirmed on
Monday that wide receiver
Dez Bryant suffered a bro-
ken bone in his foot and will
have surgery on Tuesday.

Garrett also confirmed
the original prognosis that
Bryant is expected to be
sidelined four to six weeks.

Bryant finished Sunday’s
game with five receptions
for 48 yards, but was not on
the field for the Cowboys’
game winning drive in the
closing moments.

Bryant broke his foot dur-
ing the third quarter of his
first game since signing
five-year, $70 million con-
tract in July.

He had left the game in
the first half to be treated for
dehydration.

Offensive coordinator
Scott Linehan said replac-
ing Bryant will be a week-to-
week adjustment based on
the opponent.

Devin Street, a second-
year player from Pitt, could
start and got up to speed
during offseason workouts
Bryant skipped during a
contract dispute.


