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ST. PETERSBURG, Flori-
da — In a victorious week-
end series punctuated by
David Ortiz’s history-mak-
ing 500th home run, 35-year-
old left-handed starter Rich
Hill may have been the best
Boston Red Sox story of all.

Sunday,
he started a
game for
the first
time since 2009, and he
turned in a storybook per-
formance.

It’s been quite a summer-
long journey. In June, Hill
was released by the Washing-
ton Nationals before signing
with the Long Island Ducks of
the independent Atlantic
League a month later.

In need of pitching, the
Red Sox signed him in Au-
gust and sent him to Triple-
A Pawtucket, where he went
3-2 with a 2.79 ERA and
earned a promotion.

And Sunday’s start,
where he pitched seven in-
nings of scoreless one-hit
ball while striking out 10.

“It’s a great story,” Red
Sox interim manager Torey
Lovullo said.

Asked to recall his last
major league start, Hill
couldn’t. Asked when the

last time he was as good as
he was Sunday, he also
couldn’t remember.

“There were a lot of relief
appearances in between,”
Hill joked.

Hill was 3-3 in his last
season as a starter with Bal-
timore in 2009. Since that
last start — a 2 1/3 inning
effort against Kansas City
— he had made 135 consecu-

tive relief appearances for
Boston, the Cleveland Indi-
ans, Los Angeles Angels and
New York Yankees.

“Well, 2009 was not a good
year,” Hill said. “I had
shoulder surgery at the end
of that year and kind of bat-
tled with that all season. The
last five seasons have been
out of the bullpen and I’ve
been hoping to get back to

maintaining my mechanics
for this second starting op-
portunity. Holding my me-
chanics and being strong
enough for 100 pitches.”

He threw 109 pitches Sun-
day, 68 for strikes. Lovullo
said Hill should see at least
two more starts.

“From the beginning, it
was just (Boston telling me
to) go out there and do the
best that you can,” Hill said.
“Here’s an opportunity for
you so make the most of it.
That was really it.”

SOX NOTES: Shortstop
Xander Bogaerts, the lead-
ing hitter in baseball since
May 31, continued his suc-
cess with two singles, the
latter being his major-
league-leading 135th, and he
added two stolen bases. Bo-
gaerts, who was 1-for-2 off
Rays LHP Drew Smyly, is
batting .372 against lefties
this season entering Mon-
day night’s game against the
Orioles. … Meanwhile,
Mookie Betts’ third-inning
single extended his hitting
streak to 18 games, the lon-
gest active streak in base-
ball before Monday night’s
game. The streak is also the
longest by a Red Sox player
since Jacob Ellsbury hit in
19 straight in 2013. Betts fin-
ished the game 3-for-6.
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Kevin Harvick had just
struggled to a 14th-place fin-
ish in the Federated Auto
Parts 400 at Richmond Inter-
national Raceway, where
race winner Matt Kenseth
had twice put him a lap
down.

N e v e r -
theless, the
reigning NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series champion
seemed blithely uncon-
cerned — even confident —
as he fielded questions from
reporters after the race.

Why? Because Harvick al-
ready had begun looking
ahead with relish to the de-
fense of his title in the 10-
race Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup that begins with
Sunday’s MyAFibRisk.com
400 at Chicagoland Speed-
way (3 p.m., NBCSN).

And because he knew
masterful crew chief Rod-
ney Childers already had
been planning for the Chase
for weeks.

So as Harvick heads to
Chicagoland Speedway for
next week’s first event in
the three-race Challenger
Round of the Chase, he has
solid reasons for optimism.

“I know how much prepa-

ration and time everybody
at Stewart-Haas Racing and
especially Rodney and all
our guys on our No. 4 team
have put into going to these
next three weeks,” Harvick
said. “It’s just what it’s all
about.

“It’s a
whole differ-
ent way of
racing. It’s a
whole differ-
ent mind-set
as you go
into Chica-
go, and it’s
kind of take-
no-prisoners. ‘I don’t like
you, and I know they don’t
like me,’ so you race like
that on every lap, and we’re
going to go after it.”

As Harvick and teammate
Kurt Busch enter the Chase,
much of the conversation
will revolve around the re-
cent strength of Joe Gibbs
Racing, and deservedly so.
Collectively, JGR cars won
seven of the last nine regu-
lar-season races.

Lest we forget, however,
Harvick ended the regular
season as the series leader,
having accumulated 978
points in 26 races, good for a
30-point margin over second-
place Joey Logano. Harvick

has two victories and a re-
markable 10 runner-up fin-
ishes to his credit this sea-
son, and he led the series in
top fives (18) and top 10s (22).

During JGR’s dominating
run over the last nine races,

Harvick has
finished sec-
ond twice,
third three
times and
fifth once —
a far cry
from back-
marker sta-
tus.

A c c o r d -
ingly, those currently enter-
taining the possibility of an
all-Gibbs contest in the final
round of the Chase at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway
would be wise not to ignore
the defending champion,
who seized his first series
title last year by winning
the final two Chase races, at
Phoenix and Homestead.

Harvick sees that experi-
ence as a distinct advantage,
and he seems eager to em-
brace a Chase mentality that
harkens back to his days as
a pugnacious kid from Ba-
kersfield, Calif.

“I feel like as a team we
have been there, done that,”
Harvick said after Saturday

night’s race. “We’ve been in
Phoenix and Homestead
pressure situations and suc-
ceeded in both of those situ-
ations. I think when you
look at the group (of Chase
qualifiers), there’s not a lot
of them that have done that,
and you’ve just got to keep
pressure on them.

“And I think, as you go
into Chicago, you just know
that you’re not going to
make any friends, and you
don’t have to worry about it.
You have to worry about
what you have to do to ad-
vance to get to the next
round every three weeks,
and whatever the scorecard
looks like or whatever you
have to do is what you have
to do. It’s not about making
more friends.”

And what about team-
mate Kurt Busch, winner of
the inaugural Chase in 2004?
Like Harvick, Busch has
shown speed throughout the
season, and his pairing with
veteran crew chief Tony
Gibson has been serendipi-
tous.

“Yeah, this is a fantastic
feeling going into the Chase
this year,” said Busch, who
recorded an average finish
of 10.9 during the regular
season.
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Searsport cruises to 4-0win against Greenville
SEARSPORT — Four different

players scored as the Searsport
Vikings picked up a 4-0 high school
girls soccer victory over the
Greenville Lakers on Monday.

Searsport led 1-0 at the half be-
hind a Karigen Cof-
fin goal off an assist
from Kaitlyn Shute.
Anna Bucklin, Han-
nah Nadeau and
Melinda Ogden
added second-half goals as Sears-
port improved to 2-1.

Bucklin also assisted on two of the
three goals scored in the final half.

Brooklynn Alberts notched her
second shutout of the season with
two saves on three Greenville shots.

Jordan Mann made nine saves
on 24 Searsport shots.

WashingtonAd. 4, Bucksport 4
At East Machias, Washington

Academy and Bucksport played to
a 4-4 draw after two overtimes. The
Raiders were led by Sophie
Squire’s two first-half goals.

Lydia Day had a goal and as-
sisted on another while Molly
Sheehan contributed one goal for
the Raiders.

Bucksport rallied from a four-
goal deficit with Natalie Coleman,
Hannah Ashmore, Belle Cyr and
Eliza Hosford each scoring.

WA goalie Hannah Atcherson
made 12 saves on 20 shots. Tessa
Solomon made six saves on 14
shots for the Bucks.

Mattanawcook 5, Calais 1
At Lincoln, Camryn Lyons had

three goals to pace Mattanawcook
Academy to victory.

Mazie Palmer opened the scoring
one minute into the game on an as-
sist by Ali Hardy. Lyons added a
penalty kick at 32:37 of the first half
and punched in two goals in the sec-
ond half to complete the hat trick.

Paige Hesseltine scored on a
blast from 25 yards out at 20:24 of
the first half on Lyons’ assist. Laci
Hanington added an assist for 1-2
Mattanawcook.

For Calais, Emily Mitchell
scored an unassisted goal at 2:58 of
the first half.

Goalie Kiana Hafford made five
saves on six shots for the Lynx.
Anna Jean McClure made 15 saves
on 27 shots for the 0-2-1 Blue Devils.

Sumner 11, DIS 1
At East Sullivan, Taylor Merchant

and Emma Bunch scored four and
three goals, respectively, to help Sum-
ner roll past Deer Isle-Stonington.

Julianne Wheeler contributed
two goals while Casco Haley added
one goal and four assists for the

1-1-1 Tigers. Madeline Buswell
chipped in a goal and one assist
and Azure Jones added an assist.

Ashley Haskell scored the lone
goal for the 0-3-0 Mariners.

Dexter 1, George Stevens 1
At Jeffrey Parola Field in Dex-

ter, the Tigers and George Stevens
Academy played to a 1-1 tie.

Danielle Cummings scored off a
Jasmine Woodard for the host
team and Morgan Dauk answered
for the Eagles with an unassisted
goal late in the first half. Both
teams are now 2-1-1.

Goalie Bess McArthur made
seven saves on 13 shots for GSA
and Reaghan Patterson made 13
saves on 24 shots for Dexter.

John Bapst 3, OldTown 1
At the University of Maine in

Orono, Hannah Philippon led the
Crusaders past the Coyotes with a
goal in each half.

Abby Reeves scored off a Emily
Hussey assist to draw the game
even in the first half, but John
Bapst proved to be too much to
handle, sealing the game with two
goals late in the second half. Regi-
na Cambria chipped in with a goal
for the Crusaders.

Foxcroft 4,MDI 2

At Dover-Foxcroft, after a 1-1 tie
at halftime, the Ponies scored
three times in the second half to
prevail over Mount Desert Island
for their first win of the season.

Jenna Clukey and Grace Francis
each scored a goal with Clukey add-
ing two assists and Francis chip-
ping in one. Grace Bickford and
Abby Simpson each contributed one
goal apiece for 1-3 Foxcroft.

Ally Bender and Opal Curless
each scored for the 3-1 Trojans and
Curless added an assist.

Foxcroft goalie Kiara Prescott
made 12 saves on 17 shots while
MDI goalie Brigette Olearcek had
11 saves on 17 shots.

Shead 3, Narraguagus 1
At Eastport, Brooke Robinson,

Cierra Seeley, and Kaylah Kilby
each scored a goal in the second
half to help lift Shead over Narra-
guagus.

Lanie Perry scored the lone goal
for the Knights.

Shead improves to 3-0 while
Narraguagus falls to 0-2.

Houlton 6, Schenck 0
At Houlton, Natalie Hill record-

ed a hat trick and an assist to lead
the Shiretowners past the Schenck
Wolverines.

Katie Condon added two goals

and an assist while Kolleen
Bouchard chipped in one goal and
three assists. Jamie Brown had
one assist.

For Schenck, Taylor McLaugh-
lin made 21 saves on 32 shots.
Emma Hines earned the shutout
for Houlton.

Boys Soccer
Searsport 0, Greenville 0

At Searsport, the Greenville
Lakers and the host Vikings bat-
tled to a scoreless tie with both
goalies posting their second con-
secutive shutout.

Greenville’s Evan Bjork made
10 saves on 15 shots. Ben Powell
made five saves on seven shots for
Searsport.

Woodland 3, Narraguagus 0
At Harrington, Drew Hayward

scored two goals to lead the Drag-
ons by the Knights.

The Dragons did all of their
scoring in the second half with
Hayward scoring 1:50 in and
Mason Spear adding a goal four
minutes later. Hayward added his
second goal with 27 minutes left to
help Woodland improve to 2-0.
Alex Morrison made seven saves
on seven shots.

Drew Fletcher finished with 17
saves on 21 shots for Narraguagus.

Harvick
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Boston Red Sox starter Rich Hill delivers a pitch Sunday in
the first inning against the Tampa Bay Rays at Tropicana
Field in St. Petersburg, Florida. Sunday’s game was Hill’s
first start since 2009.

Hill makesmost of opportunity

Harvick eager to defend racing title
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More indictments expected
inworld soccer probe

REUTERS

ZURICH, Switzerland — U.S. authori-
ties have expanded their investigations
into corruption in global soccer and ex-
pect to file additional criminal charges,
U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch
said on Monday, deepening the crisis sur-
rounding the sport’s governing body.

As part of a separate Swiss investi-

gation, Switzerland’s chief prosecutor
said his office had seized property and
flats in the Swiss Alps in connection
with its probe into corruption inside
Zurich-based FIFA.

The developments are the latest in
the worst crisis in FIFA’s 111-year his-
tory, which erupted with the arrest of
seven senior soccer officials and sports
marketing executives over corruption
accusations in Zurich in May.

“What I can say is that, separate and
apart from the pending indictment,
our investigation remains active and

ongoing, and has in fact expanded
since May,” Lynch said at a news con-
ference in Zurich alongside Swiss At-
torney General Michael Lauber.

“Based upon that cooperation (with
Swiss authorities) and new evidence,
we do anticipate pursuing additional
charges against individuals and enti-
ties,” Lynch said.

She added that the global response
to the FIFA scandal had sent a clear
message: “You are on the wrong side of
progress and do a disservice to the in-
tegrity of this wonderful sport.”

Fla. coachMcElwain
not proud of tirade
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First-year Florida coach
Jim McElwain regrets his
in-game profanity-laced ti-
rade against running back
Kelvin Taylor but didn’t
apologize for his actions.

McElwain confronted
Taylor during Saturday’s
game against East Carolina
after he received an un-
sportsman-
like con-
duct penal-
ty for mak-
ing a throat-slash gesture
following a touchdown.

“I’m not proud about it,
and neither is my mother,”
McElwain said during Mon-
day’s press conference. “I
don’t feel good about it. As
you know, this is a very pub-
lic job. This is a public thing
that we do. I understand
that I have a long ways to go
and I make mistakes.

“Am I proud of it? Abso-
lutely not. Do I feel bad about
it? Yes. At the same time, I’ve
got to understand my mis-
takes as well and learn from it
and go forward.”

A video clip of the con-
frontation surfaced and cap-
tured McElwain yelling the
following: “Look at me!
Don’t look down! (Expletive)
be a man! You (expletive) let
your team down.”

Taylor is the son of for-
mer Florida and NFL star
Fred Taylor and the elder
Taylor felt McElwain’s out-
burst was excessive.

“I thought it was a little of
an overreaction, but I do un-
derstand coaching,” Fred
Taylor told ESPN Radio.
(Kelvin) got caught up in a
celebration that his old man
used to do. I throat-slashed
many times. I’ve even gotten

fined for it. But he under-
stands that he made, as
coach called it, a selfish act.”

Kelvin Taylor was
dropped from first-team
running back to third team
on Monday. The junior has
rushed for 109 yards and two
touchdowns in the first two
games.

Rutgers’ top receiver
arrested, suspended

Rutgers’ star receiver, Le-
onte Carroo, is the latest
Scarlet Knights football
player to run afoul of the
law. Carroo was charged
with assault, and was sus-
pended indefinitely from the
team, the school announced
Monday.

Carroo was arrested for
assault in connection with
domestic violence after Rut-
gers’ game on Saturday. Rut-
gers Police Chief Kenneth
Cop said the arrest resulted
from an incident that oc-
curred outside the team’s
training and administrative
building.

Carroo’s seven catches, 181
receiving yards and three
touchdown catches all lead
the team through two games
this year. Last season he led
the team with 55 receptions,
1,086 receiving yards and 10
touchdown catches. He was
selected to the all-Big Ten
first team by the media in
2014, and is a team captain
this year as a senior.

“Any time you make a de-
cision like that you always
consult and discuss with the
athletic director (Julie Her-
mann),” Rutgers coach Kyle
Flood said, according to
NJ.com regarding the sus-
pension.. “That’s part of the
chain of command. But it
was my decision.”

NFLwon’t punish
Suh in helmet case
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The NFL won’t discipline
Miami Dolphins defensive
tackle Ndamukong Suh after
he appeared to kick off the
helmet of Washington Red-
skins running back Alfred
Morris.

NFL spokesman Michael
Signora confirmed Monday
there will be no action taken
against Suh after the play was
reviewed by the senior foot-
ball operations staff.

There was contact between
the players, but “Suh’s action
was not deemed a kick,” Si-
gnora said.

During the second quarter
of the Dolphins’ 17-10 victory
over the Washington Red-
skins on Sunday, Suh tackled
Morris. While getting up and
returning to the huddle, Suh’s
right leg contacted Morris’
facemask, knocking off the
helmet.

Following the game, Suh
claimed not to remember the
incident.

“I tackled him plenty of
times during the game, so I’m
not really certain what you
are speaking of,” Suh said.

Suh, who signed a six-year,
$114 million contract with the
Dolphins as a free agent in

March, has been punished by
theNFLmultipletimesforplay-
er-safety violations. In all, Suh
haslost$420,669duetofinesand
suspensions in his career, ac-
cording to ESPN.com.

CowboysWRBryant to have
surgeryTuesday

Dallas Cowboys coach
Jason Garrett confirmed on
Monday that wide receiver
Dez Bryant suffered a bro-
ken bone in his foot and will
have surgery on Tuesday.

Garrett also confirmed
the original prognosis that
Bryant is expected to be
sidelined four to six weeks.

Bryant finished Sunday’s
game with five receptions
for 48 yards, but was not on
the field for the Cowboys’
game winning drive in the
closing moments.

Bryant broke his foot dur-
ing the third quarter of his
first game since signing
five-year, $70 million con-
tract in July.

He had left the game in
the first half to be treated for
dehydration.

Offensive coordinator
Scott Linehan said replac-
ing Bryant will be a week-to-
week adjustment based on
the opponent.
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