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championship game.
Last fall, Syracuse beat

the UNC 4-2 in the final at
Ann Arbor, Michigan. It
was the program’s 10th run-
ner-up finish under Shelton.

A rare opportunity
Bernatchez has been

pleased with her decision to
attend UNC. On Sunday she
will have a rare opportunity
to play a collegiate game in
her home state when UNC
visits UMaine in an 11 a.m.
contest in Orono.

“I’m also looking forward
to playing in cool air,” Ber-
natchez said. “It’s been in
the 90s down in North Caro-
lina, so they’ve been giving
us mandatory water
breaks.”

The Bernatchez family
will be hosting the entire
UNC field hockey entourage
for a lobster-and-steak feed
on Saturday.

Brian Bernatchez said
having his daughter play in
Maine is a “dream come
true.”

Shelton said arranging
for the game in Maine was
three years in the making.

“I’m really excited for the
state of Maine and all the
field hockey people who will
be able to get out and see a
great game,” added Amy
Bernatchez, who said her
loyalties will be tested a bit.

“It will be very emotion-
al,” she said. “I’m very
proud to be a Black Bear.
There are a bunch of [Maine]
Majestix players on the
Maine team. I have nothing
but respect for the job
[UMaine coach Josette Babi-
neau] has done for the pro-
gram.

“I’m a huge Maine Black
Bear fan but, on Sunday, I’ll
be rooting for the other
team,” she added.

Taking one for the team
Kristy Bernatchez has

been resilient at UNC. After
playing her natural midfield
position as a freshman and
notching five goals and an
assist in 24 games, she
moved to defense.

“We were going to have a
pretty deep midfield, and
they told me I would get to
play the whole game, every
game, at left back,” said Ber-
natchez.

“I embraced it,” she
added.

That is where she has
played ever since.

“She is an awesome play-
er. She has never once com-
plained about not moving
forward [to the midfield],”
said Shelton. “She has just
been happy to help the team
in any way she can. She’s a
selfless player.

Bernatchez acknowl-
edged that it required an
adjustment. She considers
left back the “hardest posi-
tion on the field” because
opposing attackers are on
the forehand side coming
down the right wing at her
and she is on her backhand
or reverse stick side.

Bernatchez made prog-
ress as a junior and has ele-

vated her game further this
season.

“Any time you switch po-
sitions, you second-guess
everything you’re doing,”
she said. “But now that it’s
my third year at left back, I
pretty much know what I’m
doing and what the other
team is going to throw at
me.

“A lot of it has to do with
confidence,” she added.

Shelton pointed out that
Bernatchez’s ability to drive
the ball with authority or
make a strong high flip has
served her well.

“When she gets pressed in
the back, she has the ability
to get the ball out over the
top or smash it through
when necessary,” said Shel-
ton.

After posting one goal
and two assists in 45 games
during her sophomore and
junior seasons, Bernatchez
has found herself on the of-
fensive penalty corner unit
this season. She has re-
sponded with three goals in
six games.

Bernatchez also is on the
defensive penalty corner
unit.

“We’re playing with four
in the back instead of three
so we can attack more on
the outside,” said Bernat-
chez, an exercise and sport
science major who also is a
member of the United States
Under-21 National Team.

Bernatchez listed beating
top-ranked Syracuse 2-1 in
overtime in last year’s At-
lantic Coast Conference
championship game and
then playing the Orange
again the NCAA title game
as her top career highlights.

She had the opportunity
to face her older sister Katie
Bernatchez and her Boston
University team in the first
round of the NCAA tourna-
ment last year, and UNC tri-
umphed 4-2.

“That was bittersweet,”
said Kristy Bernatchez.

Reunion ofMajestix
proportions

Brian and Amy Bernat-
chez founded the prestigious
Waterville-based Maine
Majestix field hockey club
program in 2007 that has
produced several Division I
players.

UMaine has four Majestix
players on its roster in Bel-
fast’s Maddy Cummings,
Sidney’s Riley Field, Clin-
ton’s Lilla Tilton-Flood and
Norridgewock’s Adriana
Martineau.

“I’m looking forward to
it,” said Kristy Bernatchez.

“This will be good for
field hockey in Maine,”
added Bernatchez, who also
is anxious to see her friends
on the Maine team.

“I’ve never been in the
great state of Maine. We’re
all very, very excited about
it,” said Shelton.

Bernatchez and Shelton
expect a battle from the
Black Bears.

“Maine’s going to be a
tough opponent on their
home field. We know we’re
going to be for a dogfight,”
said Shelton.

“We know they’re going
to be aggressive and feisty,”
said Bernatchez.
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ABOUT THE PATRI-
OTS (1-0): Garoppolo’s
numbers weren’t spectacu-
lar but he was poised and
efficient in finishing 24-for-
33 for 264 yards and a touch-
down, particularly consider-
ing he was without stud
tight end Rob Gronkowski,
who was extremely limited
in practice Thursday due to
a hamstring injury. Garop-
polo spread the ball around
to six players, with Julian
Edelman leading the way
with seven catches for 66
yards and newcomer Chris

Hogan adding three recep-
tions for 60 yards and a
touchdown in his New Eng-
land debut. The Patriots
could be missing a vital
component on defense after
linebacker Dont’a Hightow-
er missed practice again
Thursday after getting hurt
in Week 1. Gronkowski’s
status was listed as ques-
tionable on Friday.

NOTEBOOK: The Patri-
ots have won seven straight
home games against Miami.
… Tannehill has thrown for
at least 300 yards in the last
three meetings versus New
England. ... The Patriots
have won 26 of their last 28
at Gillette Stadium, includ-
ing playoffs.
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US sailors inmedal race
South Freeport native

Hugh Freund and his U.S.
Paralympic sailing team-
m a t e s
are in a
h o t l y
contest -
ed battle for a medal in Rio.

Even though Australia is
running away with the com-
petition, the Americans are
one of six teams who have a
shot at the silver and bronze
medals heading into the final
day of competition on Satur-
day at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Friday was a subpar day
for Freund and teammates
Rick Doerr and Brad Kend-
all, as the Americans wound
up with 10th- and eighth-
place finishes in Friday’s

two races, respectively.
One race is scheduled for

Saturday to wrap up the
competition and determine
which teams earn spots on
the podium.

The U.S. had roared into
medal contention with out-
standing performances on
Wednesday and Thursday.

In spite of a tough Friday,
the Americans will head into
the final day of the competi-
tion in second with 53 points.

Australia leads the com-
petition with 26. Canada sits
only two points behind the
U.S. in third with 55 points
followed by Norway, Greece,
New Zealand and Germany,
all of which are within seven
points of a silver medal.

PARALYMPIC
GAMES

“It was my first one that
I’ve told them about, or
that they’ve known about,
that I’ve actually lost con-
sciousness and all that,”
Hunter said. “So, yeah, it
was my first one that I’ve
experienced. It was a real
experience, but I’m glad to
be back.”

A stream of conscious-
ness about his uncon-
sciousness.

Hunter said he “passed
all my brain tests or what-
ever, concussion tests”
Sunday and gradually has
pushed himself more dur-
ing practices. He said he
has tried to be smart about
how he falls and feels, pay-
ing extra attention to
where his head has been.

Naturally, though, his
mind was on playing foot-
ball.

His words — “first one
that I’ve told them about”

— are jar-
ring. They
make you
wonder how
many other
times he
has been
c o n c u s s e d
and kept
quiet about
it. Or how

many times football play-
ers, who studies estimate
have a 75 percent chance
of suffering a concussion,
in general do this.

Hunter need not look
further than his former
teammate-turned-student
assistant coach Corey Rob-
inson, who retired from
football before the season
because he suffered too
many knocks to his nog-
gin.

Robinson, Notre Dame’s
student body president,
did the smart thing. The
right thing.

The thing many others
don’t or won’t do. He knew
his limits and walked
away before his brain be-
came scrambled.

That doesn’t mean Hunt-
er should follow suit. Or
that he’s not ready to play.
It just means there’s no
such thing as too many
precautions.

According to the Sports
Concussion Institute,
fewer than 10 percent of
sports-related concussions
result in loss of conscious-
ness, like Hunter’s did.
Less than two weeks later,
he’ll likely return.

In addition to having to
pass concussion protocol,
which Hunter did, Kelly
said the decision depends
on how a player feels.

Hunter said he feels fine
after not feeling like him-
self for a while.

Once he woke up, Hunt-
er said he “wasn’t aware of
anything, still wanted to
be out there playing.”

“So my subconscious is
the same as my conscious,
I guess,” he said.

But it’s not as bad as his
unconsciousness.

An estimated 47 percent
of athletes have said they
have felt no symptoms
after absorbing a concus-
sive blow.

Hunter felt plenty.
Forget memories of the

play during the game.
Those were knocked out of
him as soon as Elliott
knocked him out.

“I remember catching
the ball, having it in my
hands,” Hunter said. “As
soon as I got hit, I don’t
remember any of that, and
I don’t remember being on
the ground.”

His memory returned
when he reached the steps
before entering the locker
room.

The hit drew the ire of
many, including Kelly,
who was perplexed that re-
play officials didn’t review
the play for potential tar-
geting.

Kelly said he received
reassurance from ACC of-
ficials that a targeting pen-
alty likely should have
been called on that play.

Hunter, who after
watching video of the play
said maybe it should have
been reviewed, didn’t take
umbrage with Elliott, who
reached out to him on
Twitter to apologize for
the hit.

“He said he didn’t mean
to target me,” Hunter said.
“And jokingly I said: ‘So
you did target? … You
were just trying to make a
play like I was, and it’s all
good.’ ”

Here’s hoping Hunter is
too.

Distributed by the Tribune
Content Agency, LLC.
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Buffalo Bills head coach Rex Ryan watches his team during the second half against the
New York Jets at New Era Field in Orchard Park, New York, Thursday night. The Jets
beat the Bills 37-31.

Bills’ Ryan fires offensive
coordinator after 2nd loss
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Buffalo Bills fired of-
fensive coordinator Greg
Roman on Friday and re-
placed him
with assis-
tant head
coach/run-
ning backs coach Anthony
Lynn.

“This is my move, with-
out question,” head coach
Rex Ryan said Friday after-
noon, attempting to deflate
media speculation that
owner Terry Pegula pushed
the button.

Buffalo put a good num-
ber of points on the score-
board in Thursday night’s
37-31 loss to the New York
Jets but is off to an 0-2 start.
The Bills totaled 393 offen-
sive yards against the Jets
but 155 of them came on two
plays. Buffalo also totaled
just 160 yards in the season-
opening 13-7 loss to the Bal-
timore Ravens.

Roman took the blame for
the poor offensive showing
against the Ravens and said
he needed to improve his
play-calling.

The Bills have 10 days to
prepare for their Week 3
game with the Arizona Car-
dinals.

In other NFL news:
— Quarterback Jared

Goff, the No. 1 overall pick
in this year’s draft, will
serve as the backup quarter-
back for the Los Angeles
Rams for Sunday’s matchup
against the visiting Seattle
Seahawks.

Goff was not on the active
roster and was in street
clothes for a season-opening
loss at San Francisco on
Monday night. Starter Case
Keenum finished 17 of 35 for
130 yards and two intercep-
tions in the 28-0 defeat.

Sean Mannion served as

the backup in Week 1 with
punter Johnny Hekker des-
ignated the emergency
third-string quarterback.

— San Diego Chargers
rookie defensive end Joey
Bosa will not play in Sun-
day’s game against the Jack-
sonville Jaguars due to a
hamstring injury.

Bosa, the No. 3 overall
pick in the NFL draft, also
missed the opening-week
loss to the Kansas City
Chiefs. He didn’t practice
this week while nursing the
ailment.

According to a report by
the NFL Network, Bosa is
also in danger of missing
next week’s road game
against the Indianapolis
Colts.

— Free-agent linebacker
Manny Lawson was sus-
pended two games by the
NFL.

Lawson was among the
final cuts of the Buffalo
Bills, even though he was
expected to start at outside
linebacker.

Prior to Lawson’s release,
the Buffalo News reported
he was the subject of an NFL
investigation for a possible
violation of the league’s per-
sonal conduct policy.

Lawson said that he was
“shocked” to learn of the
probe but acknowledged he
was charged in a misde-
meanor domestic violence
incident in 2014. The charg-
es were later dropped.

— Kansas City Chiefs
running back Jamaal
Charles is listed as doubtful
for Sunday’s game against
the Houston Texans.

Charles has been recov-
ering from a torn ACL suf-
fered last October and
missed all of training
camp. He worked with the
scout team in practice this
week but is unlikely to

play in Houston.
Starting offensive guards

Laurent Duvernay-Tardif
and rookie Parker Ehinger
were declared out with inju-
ries.

— Denver Broncos wide
receiver Demaryius Thomas
has been limited in practice
this week but expects to play
through a left hip injury
against the Indianapolis
Colts on Sunday.

Thomas was injured on a
6-yard catch in the first
quarter of the Broncos’ sea-
son-opening 21-20 win over
the Carolina Panthers last
week. Thomas caught four
passes for 48 yards in the
game.

An MRI turned up noth-
ing that rules out Thomas
against the Colts.

— Starting left corner-
back Xavier Rhodes and top
interior defensive lineman
Sharrif Floyd are out for the
Minnesota Vikings’ Sunday
night game against NFC
North rival Green Bay, the
first regular-season date for
the franchise at U.S. Bank
Stadium.

Rhodes missed Week 1 at
Tennessee with a knee inju-
ry and was not able to re-
turn to practice this week.
The former first-round pick
is in the final year of his
rookie contract. Floyd
(knee) was limited against
the Titans to just 25 snaps
and was ruled out by head
coach Mike Zimmer on Fri-
day.

However, starting left
tackle Matt Kalil (knee)
was back at practice and
will play against the Pack-
ers.

— The Jacksonville Jag-
uars ruled out running back
Chris Ivory and cornerback
Prince Amukamara for Sun-
day’s game against the San
Diego Chargers.

NFL
NOTEBOOK

LPGA rookie keeps Evian lead
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

LPGA Tour rookie In Gee
Chun fired a 5-under 66 to
take a two-shot second-
round lead at the Evian
Championship on Friday.

The 22-year-old South Ko-
rean, seeking the second vic-
tory in a major of her career,
sits atop the leaderboard at
13 under at the Evian Resort
Golf Club in Evian-Les-
Bains, France.

Chun, the 2015 U.S. Wom-
en’s Open champion, had six
birdies and one bogey.

“I like pressure,” Chun
said. “Always play really
good under pressure so just
enjoy everything.”

South Korean Sung Hyun
Park, who shared the over-
night lead with Chun after
first-round 63s, shot a 68 Fri-
day and is tied with China’s
Shanshan Feng (67) in sec-
ond place.

So Yeon Ryu of South
Korea is fourth at 10 under
while American Angela
Stanford trails by four shots
in solo fifth.

Feng, who won the Olym-
pic bronze at the Rio Games,

took off three weeks and said
some fatigue settled in on
her final nine holes.

“I actually started to feel a
little bit tired on the back
nine,” Feng said. “I think it
was because of the walk, and
the ground is soft, so I was a
little bit tired.”

Park said the course
doesn’t necessarily suit her
game.

“There is no easy shot
here,” Park said. “Tee shots,
putting, second shot, every-
thing, so I’ve got a head-
ache.”

Defending champion and
world No. 1 Lydia Ko of New
Zealand worked her way up
the leaderboard on Friday
with a 68 and is currently
tied for 13th and nine shots
back at 4 under.

Second-ranked Ariya Ju-
tanugarn of Thailand recov-
ered from her first-round 73
to shoot a 67 but is 11 shots
off the lead at 2 under.

American Brittany Linci-
come tied for low round of
the day with a 66 and sits at 8
under heading into the
weekend.

“I’ve been driving the ball

really, really well, which has
really helped,” Lincicome
said. “Obviously hitting it
on the fairway gives you a
better chance of trying to
conquer the green, so that’s
really helping, so I didn’t
have to hit out of the rough a
bunch the last two days,
which is definitely I think
what my success has been.”

Lincicome only needed 26
putts today en route to her
5-under round.

“I got a new putter the
week of Calgary when they
lost my bag,” Lincicome
said. “It’s an Odyssey. I
think it’s like a 2-ball or a
newer 2-ball or something.
They lost my bag in Calgary
this year, so I just grabbed a
new putter and was just put-
ting around until my golf
bag came, and then I decided
to change. Maybe it was for
the better.”

The 38-year-old Stanford,
a 16-year Tour veteran, came
to France with a new sense
of rededication to her game.

She has only recorded two
top-10s this season but had
rounds of 65-68 during the
first two days.


