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Belfast girls defeatMCI 3-0
BELFAST — The Belfast Lions battled

to a 1-0 first-half lead and then added two
more goals in the second half to secure a
3-0 high school girls soccer victory Tues-
day over the Maine Central Institute
Huskies.

Cassidy Hill sparked
the Lions with a goal
and two assists while
Alexis Racioppi
chipped in with a goal and an assist.

Lydia Violette added a goal and the
Lions outshot the Huskies 14-3. Shera Hilt
made four saves for Belfast, now 1-7.

Olivia Wright finished with six
saves for MCI, 0-8.

JV: 1-1

Mt. Ararat 2, Brewer 1
At Brewer on Tuesday, Nikki

Bradstreet scored two goals to lead
the Eagles of Topsham by the
Eagles.

Kate Guerin recorded 6 saves on 9
shots for Mt. Ararat (7-1-1).

Emily Lord scored from a Gretchen
Wright assist for the 5-4 Witches.

Mikayla Henderson, Rose McLaugh-
lin, and Mandy Cuskelly combined for
22 saves on 25 shots.

JV: 1-1

Boys Soccer
Orono 7, Dexter 1

At Dexter on Tuesday, the Tigers
scored the game’s first goal six min-
utes in, but the Red Riots answered
with three in the first half and four
more in the second to improve to
3-3-2.

Ben Allan-Rahill scored two first-half
goals for Orono, one off a header. Samu-
el Sheppard added a first-half goal while
Evan Kenefic, Joseph Astumian, Aiden
Crane and Kellen Doyle each notched a
second-half goal. Fandel chipped in with
two assists and Kenefic had one.

Dennis Farnham made three saves
on five shots for Orono.

Aaron Perkins scored for the Tigers
(1-6) and Joshua Simcock finished with
13 saves on 22 shots.

Reporting postponements
Coaches and athletic directors are

encouraged to contact the BDN with
rescheduled dates of postponed games.

Please email the times and dates to:
bdnsports@bangordailynews.com or
call 990-8229.

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP

Stewart to retire after 2016 season
BY STEVE GINSBURG
REUTERS

Tony Stewart, one of auto
racing’s biggest names, an-
nounced on Wednesday he
would retire from NASCAR
driving after the 2016 sea-
son, saying:
“Deep down
you know
when it’s time to do some-
thing different.”

The mercurial 44-year-old
Stewart, a three-time NAS-
CAR champion and winner
of 48 races at the circuit’s
top level, said Clint Boyer
would get behind the wheel
of the Stewart-Haas Racing
Chevrolet after next season.

“Everybody in their ca-
reer makes the decision that
it’s time for a change,” Stew-
art, who will remain co-own-
er of the four-car Stewart-
Haas Racing team, told a
news conference in Kannap-
olis, North Carolina.

“It’s nothing that you
plan. Deep down you know
when it’s time to do some-
thing different and make a
change like this.”

It has been a rough stretch
for Stewart, who has not had
a top-5 finish in 28 NASCAR
races this season. In each of
his first 15 seasons, Stewart,
known as “Smoke,” won at
least one race.

Last year, he fatally

struck 20-year-old fellow
driver Kevin Ward Jr. in a
sprint car race in upstate
New York. Ward’s parents
have filed a wrongful death
lawsuit against Stewart.

Stewart denied that his
driving slump, the death of
Ward, or the broken leg he
suffered in a sprint car acci-
dent in 2013 had anything to
do with his decision to quit
NASCAR racing.

“Not 1 percent has that
had anything to do with it,”
he said. “This is strictly
what I want to do. My leg

feels fine. The (Ward) trage-
dy, nothing’s going to
change that. It happened,
but it’s not going to direct
the rest of my life.”

Stewart, who has fought
with other drivers and never
shied away from bumping
competitors to secure posi-
tion on the track, insists he
will continue to race, just
not in NASCAR.

It was not uncommon for
Stewart to race in an ob-
scure low-level series dur-
ing the week and return to
NASCAR on Sunday. “I’m

not retiring from racing,” he
said. “I’m just retiring from
the (Sprint) Cup series.”

The only driver to win a
title in both IndyCar and
NASCAR, Stewart said he
would love to win NAS-
CAR’s premier event, the
Daytona 500, for the first
time in 2016.

“This added year is not
just a ride-it-out year,” he
said. “We’re going to gouge
your eyes out. We’re going
to do everything we can to
win races and win another
championship.”

SAM SHARPE | USA TODAY

NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Clint Bowyer (left) and driver Tony Stewart (right) sit
together at Stewart Haas Racing in Kannapolis, North Carolina, as it is announced
Wednesday that Bowyer will drive the No. 14 car after Stewart retires in 2016.

Red Soxmanager
meets Obama
at NY hotel gym
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

NEW YORK — Various
members of the Boston Red
Sox met President Barack
Obama on an April 2014 visit
to the White
House to
c e l e b r a t e
the team’s
third World Series champi-
onship in the last decade.

This week, the Red Sox
got an even closer encounter
with Obama since they
stayed in the same midtown
Manhattan hotel when
Obama attended the U.N.
General Assembly.

At least interim manager
Torey Lovullo did.

Lovullo missed his chance
by about 10 minutes Monday
when team broadcaster Joe
Castiglione took a cellphone
photo with the president.

Lovullo joked Monday he
would have to time his
workout schedule better and
he was not
kidding.

By being
10 minutes
earlier and
showing up
in the hotel’s
w o r k o u t
room Tues-
day, Lovullo
had his
unique brush with Obama.

“It was unbelievable,”
Lovullo said before Tuesday
night’s 10-4 win over the
Yankees. “I walked into the
same place that he was and
we were both civilians. He
had the same workout
clothes that I did. He just
had 15 security guards
watching his workout.”

SowhatdidLovulloactually
say in a moment when many
might become awed? He just
followed the advice of his step-
son and said, “Hello, Mr. Presi-
dent, nice to meet you.”

Upon introducing him-
self, the conversation turned
toward baseball. Obama,
who is from the South Side
of Chicago, talked about his
hometown White Sox while
talking how Boston’s season
has progressed.

“It was as normal as you
can imagine,” Lovullo said.
“It was as exciting as you
can imagine. I asked for a
picture at the end of our con-
versation.”

Lovullo did not ask for a

self-portrait with the presi-
dent like designated hitter
David Ortiz did during the
White House visit. He had his
“bodyguards” — assistant
athletic trainer Masai Taka-
hashi, a massage therapist
and general manager Mike
Hazen — help secure the pic-
ture.

“Everybody in there was
excited,” Lovullo said. “He
asked to take the picture just
as we were leaving. I don’t
think he wanted to start a
firestorm. He left and said
he’d come back, which he did.
I had Mike Hazen ready with
his phone to take a picture. It
was quick. It was in and out.
So my bodyguards did exactly
what they needed to do.”

As for how the workout
went, Lovullo said: “I had
my best workout, I felt real-
ly strong. I was excited. I
was getting after it.”

“It was a very exciting
moment for me. It couldn’t

have been
more at ease.
It couldn’t
have been
more nor-
mal than
two guys
t a l k i n g
shop.”

Just one
happens to

be the leader of the free
world addressing interna-
tional diplomacy and the
other is making out lineups
and decisions for the Red
Sox.

NOTES: RHP Steven
Wright (concussion symp-
toms) is still feeling head-
aches and spent Tuesday in
Pittsburgh with Dr. Micky
Collins, a Hermon native.
Wright was placed on the
seven-day disabled list Aug.
15 and moved to the 15-day
DL on Aug. 28. Lovullo said it
is doubtful Wright will pitch
again this season. … RHP
Clay Buchholz (tightness in
right elbow) had a long toss
session and will throw a bull-
pen session Wednesday or
Thursday. Lovullo said there
are no plans to pitch him in a
game and the long toss ses-
sions are for his well-being
and peace of mind going into
the offseason. Buchholz has
been on the disabled list
since July 11 and had a plate-
let-rich plasma injection
July 22.
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Lovullo

Colbywomen shut out USM
WATERVILLE — Laura

Arnold played a part in all of
Colby College’s goals in a 3-0
non-conference soccer win
over University of Southern
Maine on Wednesday at
Harold Alfond Stadium.

The game was moved
from the Colby soccer field
to Alfond Stadium because
of the heavy rain in the
area. The rain decreased as
the game wore on Wednes-
day.

Colby scored first at 5:03
of the opening half when Ar-
nold kept the ball in play on

the right end line and man-
aged to push a pass back to
about the penalty kick mark.
Ally Ingraham was streak-
ing up the middle and nailed
a high shot for the score.

Arnold scored two sec-
ond-half goals to secure the
win, the first on an assist
from Lauren McCarthy at
50:58 and the second from
Katrina Holt.

Colby outshot USM 19-1
with Marissa Temple making
seven saves for the Huskies
(3-5) and Ashley Conley mak-
ing one for Colby (3-3-1).

Giants’ Cruz couldmiss several moreweeks
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

The countdown to Victor
Cruz’s comeback has been
aborted yet again.

The wide receiver was ex-
pected to participate in his
first full-length practice with
the Giants on Wednesday and
to gear up for his return to
regular-sea-
son action
on Sunday
in Buffalo,
but he was unable to make it
through the individual drills
early in the workout without
aggravating his calf. After
being sidelined since mid-Au-
gust with that injury — and
since last October because of a
torn patellar tendon — he
could be out for several more
weeks before returning to ac-
tion.

“It [stinks], to say the
least,” fellow Giants receiver
Rueben Randle said of the de-
velopment that deflated a
team eagerly anticipating
having one of its most popular
— and most productive —
players back on the field.

Cruz was very limited in
early drills on Wednesday to
which the media was privy.
He ran a few routes and
caught somepassesbut stayed
sidelined for any part of the
workout that involved going
against a defensive player. As
the media left the open por-
tion of the workout, Cruz
walked to the sideline with a
trainer.

Tom Coughlin issued a
brief statement after the
workout.

“Victor came out and tried
to do individuals,” he said.
“He felt the calf again and
that’s all he did.”

Cruz did not address the
media following the practice.
The Giants have not issued
any formal statement on
Cruz’s status, but it seems im-
probable that he will play
Sunday. Coughlin has main-
tained that he will need to
practice before he appears in
a game.

Randle said he and other
receivers could tell early in
the drills that something was
not right with Cruz.

“You could see a little limp
in him when he tried to turn
up and run and we could tell
that he wasn’t quite ready to

play full speed,” Randle said.
“We were trying to tell him,
‘Don’t stress it too much.’ He’s
anxious to get back and we
didn’t want him to hurt it any
worse than it is and have him
out even longer.”

All around the Giants
locker room, players ex-
pressed similar thoughts to
and for Cruz: Don’t worry
about the burden to come
back, and get yourself
healthy. Cruz may feel the
need to return sooner than
he is ready not just for his
teammates but for outside
interests. Interestingly,
within the hour of the an-
nouncement by the Giants
that Cruz had the setback,
Showtime Sports distribut-
ed an email to the media
about an upcoming full-
length film on Cruz titled “I
Am Giant” that promised to
document his “rise to star-
dom and improbable return
from injury.”

That film debuts Oct. 30.
Whether Cruz himself debuts
before then remains up in the
air.

Browns stickingwithQB
McCown

BEREA, Ohio — Head
coach Mike Pettine has no
plans to make another quar-

terback change before the
Cleveland Browns head
west to play the San Diego
Chargers on Sunday.

Josh McCown, charged
with the loss in the season
opener even though the
score was 0-0 when he was
knocked out of the game
with a concussion in the
first quarter, passed for 341
yards in a 27-20 loss to the
Oakland Raiders on Sept. 20.

McCown threw two touch-
down passes but also fum-
bled (the Browns recovered)
and threw an interception
with 38 seconds left when
the Browns were driving for
the tying touchdown.

Johnny Manziel started at
quarterback in the only game
the Browns won this season,
but Pettine said no thought
was given to going back to
Manziel to face the Chargers.

“I thought overall, (Mc-
Cown) has showed what he’s
capable of doing, and hopeful-
ly, he’ll only get better and
learn from some of the situa-
tions that came up (against
the Raiders),” Pettine said.

Bills’McCoy,Watkins iffy
for Sunday

ORCHARD PARK, New
York — The Buffalo Bills are
facing the prospect of not

having the services of run-
ning back LeSean McCoy
and/or wide receiver
Sammy Watkins on Sunday.

Each player is nursing a
leg injury and coach Rex
Ryan seemed less than en-
thusiastic about either play-
er’s chance of being ready to
go when the New York Gi-
ants come calling at Ralph
Wilson Stadium.

McCoy has been bothered
by a pulled hamstring since
mid-August, when he pulled
up lame during a shared
training camp practice
against the Cleveland
Browns. He played in the
first three games and rushed
for 89 yards in the Week 2
loss to the Patriots.

However, last Sunday in
Buffalo’s 41-14 victory in
Miami, McCoy managed
only 16 yards on 11 carries
and was clearly hampered
by the nagging problem.

Watkins sustained a calf
injury in the first quarter
and sat out the rest of the
game. Neither player prac-
ticed Wednesday, and given
the nature of the injuries,
Ryan doesn’t appear to be
counting on either player
this week.

Luck expects to play
despite injury

INDIANAPOLIS — Will
he or won’t he? That’s the
biggest question coming out
of Wednesday’s Indianapo-
lis Colts practice.

Will quarterback Andrew
Luck be in the Colts’ start-
ing lineup Sunday when
then Jacksonville Jaguars
visit Lucas Oil Stadium in
an AFC South showdown?

According to both India-
napolis head coach Chuck
Pagano and Luck himself,
the answer would be yes.

Luck saw limited work
during Wednesday’s prac-
tice session as he nursed a
sore right shoulder. The in-
jury is not considered to be
serious. How much work the
quarterback gets the rest of
the week remains to be seen.

“I would not bet against
12,” Pagano said after the
workout.

Luck maintains that he’ll
be ready for the Jackson-
ville game. Or at least that’s
the game plan.

NFL
NOTEBOOK

Obama

Blue Jays clinch their 1st
AL East title in 22 years
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BALTIMORE — Marcus
Stroman allowed one run in
eight strong innings and the
Toronto Blue Jays clinched
their first American League
East title in 22 years with a
15-2 victory over the Balti-
more Orioles in the first
game of a doubleheader on
Wednesday.

Toronto last claimed a di-
vision title in 1993 when it
won the World Series. That
also was its last playoff
berth.

The Jays (92-65) have won
six straight and are pursu-
ing the best record in the
American League, which
would give them home-field
advantage throughout the
AL playoffs. The victory im-
proved their lead over the
Kansas City Royals to two
games, pending Wednesday
night’s results.

Stroman (4-0) gave up one
run and five hits with eight
strikeouts and two walks,
rarely encountering trouble.

The right-hander has
won all four starts since
returning from a torn ACL
in his left knee suffered

during spring training. He
has allowed five runs in 27
innings overall, only giv-
ing up a solo homer to left
fielder Steve Pearce in the
seventh inning on Wednes-
day.

Veteran right-hander
LaTroy Hawkins, retiring
after the season, came on in
the ninth to lock it up.

The Blue Jays showed
plenty of their own power.
Designated hitter Edwin En-
carnacion hit a two-run
homer in the seventh and
right fielder Jose Bautista
and first baseman Justin
Smoak both added solo shots
in a five-run ninth.

Shortstop Ryan Goins
went 5-for-5 and had a walk
and two runs as Toronto fin-
ished with 18 hits.

The slumping Orioles (76-
81) have lost five straight
and won’t finish with a win-
ning record for the first time
since 2011. They also set sea-
son highs in errors (four)
and walks allowed (10) in the
game.

Baltimore won the East
last year — clinching
against Toronto at Oriole
Park.

NOAH K. MURRAY | USA TODAY

New York Giants wide receiver Victor Cruz (right) greets
New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham after his
touchdown against the Atlanta Falcons at MetLife Stadium
in East Rutherford, New Jersey, on Sept. 20. Cruz has
been sidelined since mid-August with a calf injury and
since last October because of a torn patellar tendon.


