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Bangor at South Portland 20-14 16-28 12-26 6-34 20-24 13-14 13-22 10-24

Bucksport at Washington Academy 36-12 21-8 20-14 13-7 21-17 20-19 24-12 17-13

Boothbay at Lisbon 8-22 6-20 7-23 6-20 6-21 14-21 12-13 10-27

Cony at Brewer 7-30 21-22 16-20 13-27 14-24 17-20 17-28 14-32

Ellsworth at Mattanawcook Academy 0-28 16-28 12-22 7-27 12-21 22-24 12-28 24-27

Gardiner at Mt. Blue 14-28 12-24 7-27 13-14 6-17 12-20 17-24 13-21

Hampden Academy at Lawrence 14-21 18-20 8-16 6-7 10-12 15-16 12-14 27-21

Hermon at Foxcroft Academy 20-21 6-22 13-14 6-20 14-28 19-24 13-27 16-35

John Bapst at Mount Desert Island 0-28 8-26 12-27 6-28 7-17 24-30 13-28 14-24

Medomak Valley at Mount View 34-20 19-20 14-20 7-13 21-20 16-14 24-10 21-24

Nokomis at Messalonskee 31-9 12-24 12-24 13-28 6-19 20-21 12-22 10-17

Old Town at Belfast 24-21 24-27 20-21 21-20 24-14 16-14 27-13 35-17

Orono at Houlton 7-20 22-12 24-8 14-13 17-20 14-12 13-12 13-24

Skowhegan at Brunswick 21-28 14-35 26-27 13-27 19-21 26-31 14-21 27-24

Stearns at Dexter 12-7 6-24 6-20 6-16 9-10 12-14 14-20 13-35

Waterville at Madison/Carrabec 21-28 8-24 13-16 7-14 10-12 24-30 20-13 24-21

Winslow at Oceanside 28-14 30-8 24-13 28-6 28-8 21-14 28-10 21-13

Maine at Richmond 20-17 17-28 24-17 6-27 21-24 28-27 17-14 24-13

Castleton State at Husson 7-42 14-30 14-27 13-27 20-27 17-24 14-34 17-21

Coast Guard at Maine Maritime Academy 30-35 24-35 34-35 13-14 18-28 19-14 24-28 24-20

LAST WEEK 16-4 14-6 13-7 15-5 13-7 13-7 13-7 11-9

SEASON 63-17 63-17 58-22 58-22 56-24 55-25 54-26 47-33

PERCENTAGE (*combined guests) .788 .788 .725 .725 .700 .688 .675 .588

The guests for the BDN’s
50th Football Forecast con-
tinued to put up strong
efforts as Jessica Gagne of
WCHS-TV in Portland
turned in a 16-4 performance
last week to put the guest
total at 63-17 (.788 percent),
tying them with BDN staff
leader Ernie Clark.

Clark turned in a 14-6
mark to maintain a five-

game lead over Pete Warner
and Ryan McLaughlin, who
recorded a 15-5 to tie for sec-
ond place.

This week’s guest is Dale
Morris, who is the
Millinocket Junior High
School football coach and
president of the town’s Little
Giant football program.
Morris is a 1990 Bangor High
School grad and played var-

sity football for the Rams for
three seasons as an outside
linebacker, fullback and
guard.

He has a bachelor’s degree
in public administration
from the University of
Maine and earned his mas-
ter’s in the same field at
Suffolk University. He is the
town manager of Oakfield
and lives in Millinocket.
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and Nicole Arnold could
make an instant impact, ac-
cording to Reichenbach.

Senior Kelsey MacSor-
ley, an All-Hockey East
honorable mention who led
the league’s defensemen in
league goals with six, head-
lines the defense corps
along with classmate
Brooklyn Langlois (0 & 5).
Junior Kristin Gilmour (2 &

3) will give them a lift when
she returns from hip sur-
gery and sophomore Mikay-
la Rogers will have a more
elevated role.

Freshman Alyson Mat-
teau, daughter of former
Stanley Cup hero Stephane
Matteau and a Canadian
Under-18 women’s team
player, has the hardest shot
on the team, according to
Reichenbach, and should
produce points on the blue
line. Cassidy Herman is an-
other freshman defenseman
with offensive skills.

and to challenge shooters in-
stead of just sitting back. It
will help a lot,” he said.

Morris said he concen-
trated on “my angles and
getting my feet set. You
want to get your feet set.
You don’t want to be moving
[when the shot is taken]. I
also did a lot of work on
screens. If there are guys in
front of me, I’ve got to be
able to see around them [to
make saves].”

The 5-10, 205-pound Mor-
ris didn’t feel he was consis-
tent last season and said his
execution “of the fundamen-
tals” is the key.

McGovern said he is
“here to compete.”

“Whether I play or not,
I’m going to work as hard as
I can. And if I’m given a
chance to play, I’m going to
try to take advantage of it,”
said McGovern, who is
working on improving “the

technical aspect of my
game.”

He added that Romeo and
Morris have been very help-
ful.

The goalies’ teammates
have been impressed by
their progress.

“They found their games
at the end of the year and
have continued to build on
that. They look fantastic,”
said senior captain Steven
Swavely.

The Black Bears appeared
in nine overtime games a
year ago, and sophomore
forward Malcolm Hayes
noted that the experience
gained by playing in a lot of
close games will help them.

“They know what to ex-
pect now. There won’t be
any surprises this year,”
said Hayes.

Maine opens its season in
the Ice Breaker Tourney
with an Oct. 9 game against
Michigan State and then
takes on North Dakota Oct.
10 at the Cross Insurance
Arena in Portland. Both
games begin at 8 p.m.

last fought at UFC 183, where
he suffered a first-round loss
to 13th-ranked Derek
Brunson.

Sanders seeks
Toe2Toe title

Etna native “The” Ryan
Sanders will fight for a
championship at the Port-
land Exposition Building on
Saturday night when he
takes on Lucas Cruz in the
main event of Toe2Toe III.

Sanders (8-7) has fought
most of his professional
bouts as a welterweight, but
will be dropping from 170

pounds to battle Cruz for the
vacant T2T lightweight (155-
pound) crown.

Sanders is no stranger to
championship fights, hav-
ing lost a grueling five-
round unanimous decision
to Gil de Freitas in their
New England Fights welter-
weight title matchup on
May 10, 2014.

Sanders has won two of
his last three bouts, most
recently defeating Regiclau-
dio Macedo by second-round
guillotine choke at T2T II in
Portland on May 9.

The Boston, Massachu-
setts-based Cruz is 7-3 but
has dropped three of his last
four fights, including a split-
decision loss to Julian Lane
in his most recent fight Jan.
30 at Lincoln, Rhode Island.

The tandem helped
UMaine net 210 yards on 44
carries in the contest.

The Black Bears will need
to find a different 1-2 punch
this week. Davis-Ray suf-
fered an injury to his right
ankle against Rhode Island
that will keep him sidelined
for an undetermined time.

Davis-Ray was wearing
an immobilizing boot on the
ankle and did not partici-
pate in Tuesday’s practice
session at Alfond Stadium.

Davis-Ray’s emergence

had made it possible for the
Black Bears to keep senior
linebacker Cabrinni Gon-
calves at his preferred de-
fensive position. However,
he may again have to be
ready to take a few snaps at
tailback.

Senior Sacoy Malone,
who has seen most of his ac-
tion on special teams, will
back up Beckford along with
Goncalves.

BEAR TRACKS: The
UMaine defense continues
to be a bit shorthanded be-
cause of injuries. Junior
middle linebacker Chris-
tophe Mulumba Tshimanga
and Darrius Hart both re-
main out with leg injuries.

Skowhegan Indians
(4-0) at Brunswick Drag-
ons (4-0), 7 p.m. Friday:
One of the state’s top games
this week finds an unbeaten
Skowhegan team that estab-
lished itself with its Week 4
victory over Brewer chal-
lenging a Brunswick team
motivated to return to the
Class B state final after win-
ning the regional title last
fall.

Brunswick has outscored
its opponents by an average
of 30.2 points per game so far
this fall behind senior full-
back Will Bessey. Skow-
hegan counters with a
spread attack choreo-
graphed by quarterback
Garrett McSweeney, who
has completed 50 of 94 pass-
es for 753 yards and 11 touch-
downs.

Old Town Coyotes (4-0)
at Belfast Lions (2-2), 7
p.m. Friday: High-scoring
Old Town will attempt to
keep pace with defending
state champion Winslow
atop the Class C North
standings but faces what
should be a rugged road test
against a Belfast team that
has regrouped after an 0-2
start.

Old Town is averaging 39
points per game during its
unbeaten start and scored
on offense, defense and spe-
cial teams during its 41-19
win over Foxcroft Academy
last week.

Belfast must contain Old
Town’s big-play ability with
a defense that has yielded
just one touchdown in each
of its last two games, victo-
ries over Madison-Carrabec
and John Bapst of Bangor.

Medomak Valley Pan-
thers (4-0) vs. Mount View
Mustangs (2-2), 1 p.m. Sat-
urday at Thorndike: Me-
domak Valley has reached
the midpoint of its first var-
sity season still undefeated,
but the Panthers’ schedule
takes a turn for the tougher
over the next two weekends,
first at Mount View and
then next weekend at home

against an undefeated Maine
Central Institute of Pitts-
field team that has outscored
its opposition 246-18 through
four games.

Medomak Valley has dis-
played defensive consisten-
cy — not yielding more than
two touchdowns in a game
— in conjunction with offen-
sive growth. The Panthers
have averaged 40.5 points in
its last two victories.

Mount View is coming off
back-to-back losses to MCI
and Orono, but boasts a big

front line and an array of
capable backs led by senior
Tyler Ripley in its continu-
ing effort to pursue a Class D
North playoff berth.

Ellsworth-Sumner Ea-
gles (3-1) vs. Mattanaw-
cook Academy (3-1), 7
p.m. Friday at Lincoln:
Ellsworth-Sumner lost its
first 25 games after reinstat-
ing varsity football in 2012
but now is riding a three-
game win streak with victo-
ries over Washington Acad-
emy of East Machias, Stea-

rns of Millinocket and last
week’s forfeit over Camden
Hills of Rockport.

Mattanawcook Academy
represents a much more for-
midable measuring stick for
how far the Eagles have pro-
gressed, but the Lynx will
have to overcome the “MCI
effect” in which each team
undefeated Maine Central
Institute has defeated so far
this fall also has lost its next
game.

MCI topped Mattanaw-
cook 61-0 last Friday night.

Brady says continuity key to Patriots offense
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Quarterback Tom Brady and
the New England Patriots are off
to quite an impressive start to 2015
as they head into
their bye week.

The defending
Super Bowl champs are 3-0, thanks
largely to a No. 1 offense buoyed by
the NFL’s No. 1 passing attack that
has the Patriots No. 2 in points.

In many ways it’s a continua-
tion of what pushed New England
to another Lombardi Trophy —
aided by a Darrelle Revis-led de-
fense. But people also forget that at
this time a year ago many were
questioning a 2-2 Patriots team
that had just been blown out on
Monday Night Football in Kansas
City. Some were also wondering if
the then-37-year-old Brady was
showing his age.

Those questions are now long
forgotten. According to Brady, a
big part of the Patriots’ early-sea-
son offensive success is about the
familiarity of the unit. While there
have been changes on the interior
offensive line and Dion Lewis has
taken over for Shane Vereen in the
passing back role, key targets like
wide receiver Julian Edelman,
tight end Rob Gronkowski and
others are well trained in the
Brady way of doing things.

“We have some veteran players
on offense, guys that I think have
worked together for a long time,”
Brady said of the unit hitting
stride right out of the gates. “I
think that continuity certainly

helps. Hopefully, you can get off to
a really good start, and you can
build on things over the course of
a lot of practices, a lot of throws, a
lot of conversations. When you
start fresh all the time, I think that
can get challenging. So, I think the
passing offense is all about antici-
pation. It’s about trust, being on
the same page. The only way to do

that is to have experience.”
The group has also injected

tight end Scott Chandler to the
mix. And last week, even young
trade addition wide receiver Kes-
hawn Martin, who arrived via
trade from the Texans.

“It doesn’t always necessarily
need to be together,” Brady contin-
ued. “I mean, if someone has a lot

of years of experience in the
league, you have a lot of belief that
that person knows how to get open
in a pro-style offense against a pro-
caliber corner or safety. So you
just try to build up on those types
of things. We worked pretty hard
in the spring, had a good camp and
we got off to a decent start. So
hopefully, we can keep it going.”

Given his career success and
fact that Patriots teams generally
improve as the season plays out,
that’s probably a safe bet. The unit
will also get some potential addi-
tions in the coming weeks off of
PUP. Second-year starting center
Bryan Stork and receiver Brandon
LaFell, Brady’s third option last
fall, should only add to the potent
attack.

Health willing, the offense will
continue to roll.

But in the end the questions in
New England at the bye week are
the same as they were heading
into training camp. Same as
they’ve been at various times in
the past.

Can the defense be good enough
to be a complementary part of a
championship team?

Revis and Co. proved them-
selves to be just that last winter.

Now the likes of Super Bowl
hero Malcolm Butler, budding star
linebacker Jamie Collins and oth-
ers will have to prove it again for a
defense that hit the bye ranked
19th in the NFL (23rd against the
run and 18th against the pass). The
group was also 15th in points al-
lowed.

The New England offense is
clearly good enough, maybe good
enough to challenge some re-
cords.

The defense still faces its ques-
tions.

Of course that’s where Brady
and the offense were at this point a
year ago.

And look how that turned out.

JAMES LANG | USA TODAY

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady looks to pass in the first quarter against the Jacksonville
Jaguars at Gillette Stadium on Sunday. New England defeated Jacksonville 51-17.

NFL

Giants preparing for Buffalo, Taylor
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The last time the New York
Giants defense was gouged in
both the air and on the ground
by a quarter-
back was on
Nov. 30, 2014,
when Blake Bortles of the Jag-
uars ran for 68 yards on top of
passing for 184 yards.

Since then, the Giant
haven’t really been tested by
a mobile quarterback, but
that’s about to change Sun-
day when they face the Buffa-
lo Bills at Ralph Wilson Sta-
dium, whose quarterback,
Tyrod Taylor, has made just
as many plays with his legs as
he has with his arm.

Taylor, in his first season
with the Bills, has completed
74.4 percent of his passes far
for 714 yards and seven touch-
downs. He’s also run 17 times

for 96 yards and one touch-
down, making him the type of
dual threat that has long
given the Giants nightmares
just thinking about.

“He’s real dynamic and he
doesn’t play like this is his
first time as a full-time start-
er,” said Giants defensive end
Robert Ayers Jr. of Taylor,
who was with the Ravens
from 2011-2014 as a backup.

“He has a lot of weapons at
his disposal and has a good
defense he can depend and
lean on so he can play com-
fortably and trust his team-
mates. The team believes in
him and he’s playing with a
lot of confidence.”

Ayers praised Taylor for
his intelligence and noted
that what sets the Bills’ offen-
sive field general apart from
other mobile quarterbacks is
his grasp of the game.

“He’s super-fast and he’s
smart-he’s not just making
one read and then taking off
and running like a lot of di-
verse quarterbacks do,” Ayers
said. “He’s going through pro-
gressions and he’s making
smart decisions.”

The Giants, whose past
problems with mobile quar-
terbacks have largely been a
result of giving up the edge
and not maintaining gaps,
know that they have to do a
better job against the mobile
Taylor.

“You have to be disci-
plined and you have to make
sure you close the pocket
with those kind of guys and
force them to make bad deci-
sions,” cornerback Jayron
Hosley said.

Hosley, who was a college
teammate of Taylor’s at Vir-
ginia Tech for two years,

said he’s not surprised by
Taylor’s success thus far.

“He can throw the ball,”
Hosley said. “As much as peo-
ple like to talk about how
versatile he is running the
ball and escaping the pocket
and scrambling and making
people miss, he can put the
ball on the money. He has a
nice soft touch and he’s a
complete quarterback.”

One of Taylor’s favorite tar-
getshasbeentightendCharles
Clay, whom the Bills acquired
via free agency after the Dol-
phins chose not to match the
offer sheet presented to the
then restricted free agent.

Clay, who is the only Bills
receiver this year to have
multiple touchdown recep-
tions (two), is second on the
team with 12 receptions for
144 yards, behind receiver
Percy Harvin.

NFL


