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Plenty of storylines for 2015-16 NHL season
BY DAVE LOZO
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The 2015-16 NHL season is
upon us, and there is no
shortage of in-
triguing story-
lines.

The Stanley Cup is again
at home in Chicago, where
the defending-champion
Blackhawks are dealing
with a roster overhaul and
star winger Patrick Kane is
facing rape allegations.
There’s a new big-name
coach in Toronto, a new big-
time goal scorer in Pitts-
burgh, but there isn’t a new
contract for one of the
league’s superstars in
Tampa.

Before the puck drops
with four games Wednes-
day, take a look at these
themes that will be part of
the 10th season since the
NHL’s second lockout.

1. The Patrick Kane
saga.

In early August, it was
reported that Kane was
under investigation for sex-
ual assault at his home just
outside Buffalo. Kane ar-
rived at training camp de-
spite continuing police pro-
ceedings and, about a week
later, an attorney for the ac-
cuser claimed her rape kit
was anonymously on her
mother’s doorstep.

The attorney rescinded
that claim the following day
and withdrew from the case,
although he maintains his
belief in Kane’s accuser’s al-
legations. The Erie County
district attorney may still
file charges against Kane.

All the while, the 26-year-
old Kane is about to embark
on his ninth NHL season. Un-
less the charges are dropped,
and even then there is no
guarantee the cloud will be
lifted, this will be hanging
over Kane and the Black-
hawks every time he touches
the ice for a game or practice.

2. The new-look Black-
hawks.

After the Blackhawks
won the Stanley Cup for the
third time in six years, gen-
eral manager Stan Bowman
wasted little time alleviat-
ing his team’s salary-cap is-
sues.

Right winger Patrick
Sharp was traded to Dallas
in a deal that brought back
defenseman Trevor Daley;
restricted free agent for-
ward and playoff hero Bran-
don Saad was shipped to Co-
lumbus for forwards Artem
Anisimov and Marko Dano
while veteran forwards
Brad Richards and Antoine
Vermette and defenseman
Johnny Oduya were allowed
to leave via free agency.

“The salary cap is a puz-
zle that we all have to figure
out,” Bowman said after
signing defenseman Brent
Seabrook to an eight-year,
$55 million contract in Sep-
tember. “Every team faces
those challenges. I look at it
as a great situation to be in.”

3. 3-on-3 overtime is
here.

Having grown weary of
games so frequently going to
shootouts, the NHL adopted
a new measure for the 2015-
16 season: 3-on-3 overtime
will replace 4-on-4 overtime.

In the preseason, the new
format has had the desired
effect, as a majority of the
overtimes have been decid-
ed during the five-minute
session.

“It’s pretty much what we
expected, but we’ll see what
the regular season is like,”
commissioner Gary Bett-
man said.

4. The ‘McEichel Era’
begins.

Connor McDavid and
Jack Eichel, the first and
second pick of the 2015 draft,
respectively, are almost uni-
versally considered to be

generational talents. Both
players will begin their ca-
reers with downtrodden
clubs — McDavid in Edmon-
ton and Eichel in Buffalo.

McDavid and Eichel
looked like future stars in
the preseason, which means
expectations will be enor-
mous in the regular season.

5. Phil Kessel starts
anew in Pittsburgh.

Maligned doesn’t even
begin to describe high-flying
winger Phil Kessel’s time
with the Toronto Maple
Leafs. Despite scoring 181
goals in 446 games over six

seasons with the Leafs, Kes-
sel was a lightning rod for
everything that was going
wrong with the team.

Kessel and his $8 million
cap hit were traded to Pitts-
burgh this summer, a move
that the Penguins hope put
them over the top.

“He doesn’t have to do it
by himself here,” Penguins
general manager Jim Ruth-
erford said to ESPN. “He
gives us a better chance to
score in a league that’s hard
to score in. He will be the
guy on certain nights.”

With either Evgeni Mal-

kin or Sidney Crosby as his
likely center, a 50-goal sea-
son could be in the offing for
Kessel.

6. Hockey comes to
Brooklyn.

Did you know? The Is-
landers have moved to
Brooklyn. You probably
haven’t heard about it.

After 33 years on Long Is-
land, the Islanders will play
their home games at Bar-
clays Center in Brooklyn,
home to locally sourced, ar-
tisanal coffee-drinking hip-
sters that are sure to tell
fans they looked the Island-
ers before it was cool.

Kidding aside, Brooklyn
is getting one of the NHL’s
rising teams, even if fans
will have to watch from a
few obstructed-view seats in
the arena.

7. Mike Babcock takes
over in Toronto.

The biggest free-agent
signing during the offseason
wasn’t a player — it was the
Maple Leafs signing former
Detroit Red Wings coach
Mike Babcock to an eight-
year, $50 million contract.
Arguably the sport’s top
coach, his average annual
salary is exceeded by only 45
players.

At his introductory press
conference, however, Bab-
cock was frank about the
immediate future of the
Leafs: “Pain is coming.”

The Leafs are in the midst
of a rebuild to be sure. But it
will be interesting what sort
of effect Babcock and his 527
career victories will have on
a team searching for an
identity.
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Connor McDavid (right) of the Edmonton Oilers, the No. 1 pick in the 2015 National Hock-
ey League draft, is among the new faces this season in the league.
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Colts sign QB Johnson
withLuckquestionable
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Indianapolis Colts
signed quarterback Josh
Johnson on
Friday after
starter An-
drew Luck saw limited prac-
tice time with an injury to
his throwing shoulder.

H e a d
coach Chuck
Pagano said
Friday that
Luck is ques-
tionable for
S u n d a y ’ s
game against
the Jackson-
ville Jag-
uars. Howev-

er, Pagano remains confi-
dent Luck will start Sunday.

“Absolutely … It’s An-
drew Luck. If anyone can
play, it’s Andrew.” Pagano
said.

Pagano had some fun
with reporters over their
questions about Luck’s sta-
tus.

“I hope you guys sleep
well at night,” Pagano
quipped. “Like a bunch of
scared birds in here.”

Luck also was listed as
questionable on the Colts’
injury report Thursday. He
was limited both Wednesday
and Thursday, and was not
out with the other quarter-
backs at the start of practice
Friday.

If Luck can’t go, the Colts
would start 40-year-old Matt
Hasselbeck, who hasn’t
started a game since Nov. 4,
2012.

During Thursday’s prac-

tice, Luck took snaps but did
not make a throw during the
portion of the workout open
to the media. Hasselbeck
and Alex Tanney filled in for
him.

The 6-foot-3, 210-pound
Johnson most recently
spent time in training
camp with the New York
Jets and Cincinnati Ben-
gals this year. He has
played in 29 games (five
starts) and completed 96 of
177 passes for 1,042 yards
with five touchdowns and
10 interceptions.

Johnson has spent time
with the San Francisco 49ers
(2014), Bengals (2013), Cleve-
land Browns (2012) and
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
(2008-2011). He was original-
ly selected by the Bucs in the
fifth round (160th overall) of
the 2008 NFL Draft.

In 2014, Johnson was on
the 49ers’ roster for 13
games, but did not play. He
saw action in two games for
the Bengals in 2013 and reg-
istered seven carries for 20
yards. In 2012, Johnson
spent training camp with
the 49ers before being re-
leased during final cuts.
The Browns signed John-
son at the end of the 2012
season and he played in the
regular season finale but re-
corded no statistics. He
played in nine games (one
start) for the Buccaneers in
2011 and completed 19 of 36
passes for 246 yards with
one touchdown and two in-
terceptions.

The Colts also waived cor-
nerback Shaun Prater.
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Steelersplankicker tryouts aftermisses
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The Pittsburgh Steelers
are planning to try out kick-
ers after Josh
Scobee missed
two fourth
quarter-field goals in Thurs-
day night’s overtime loss to

the Balti-
more Ra-
vens.

F o r m e r
Washington
R e d s k i n s
kicker Kai
Forbath will
try out in
Pittsburgh,
according to

CSNMidAtlantic.com. For-
bath is the only kicker who
has been identified by name
as a candidate, but the Steel-
ers are expected to try out
others.

Forbath had been in
Washington since 2012 but
was cut after missing a field
goal in Week 1 this season.

Scobee missed two field-
goal tries Thursday night —
pulling both wide left — in
the last 2:24 of the fourth
quarter from 49 and 41
yards. Then in overtime, the
Steelers drove to the Balti-
more 33-yard line on their
second possession but head
coach Mike Tomlin decided
against trying a game-win-
ning field-goal attempt by
Scobee on fourth-and-1 with
what would have been a 50-
yard kick.

Quarterback Michael
Vick threw incomplete on
fourth down to give the ball
back to the Ravens, who
erased a 13-point, second-
half deficit.

Scobee’s counterpart, Jus-
tin Tucker, made his third
field goal of the game, a
52-yarder with 5:08 remaining
in overtime, to give the Ra-
vens their first win of the sea-
son, 23-20 over the Steelers.

Scobee said after the game
that he would have wel-
comed the chance at re-
demption.

“Oh yeah, absolutely,” Sc-
obee said. “I wanted to re-
deem myself, but I didn’t get
it. I understand it. I just
have to move on.”

Tomlin was asked wheth-
er he will explore the possi-
bility of enlisting a new
kicker.

“We have to turn the
stones over,” Tomlin said
Thursday night. “We have
to find ways to win games.
Obviously, that’s an element
of it. It was an element of the
outcome tonight.”

In four games since he
was signed to replace Shaun
Suisham, who is out for the
year with a torn ACL, Sc-
obee has missed four of his
10 field-goal attempts.

“I feel like I let the team
down,” Scobee said. “It’s a
bad feeling. It was a hard
fought game on both sides. I
wish I had been able to come
through, but it just wasn’t
my night.”

Bears’ Cutler questionable
Quarterback Jay Cutler is

officially questionable for
Sunday’s game against the
Oakland Raiders, but rush-
ing back from a hamstring
injury could be risky.

That’s because left tackle
Jermon Bushrod is out with
head and shoulder injuries.

Cutler strained his ham-
string trying to track down
Arizona Cardinals defensive
back Tony Jefferson after
throwing an interception in
a Week 2 loss at Soldier Field.

Cutler didn’t play last
week, giving way to Jimmy
Clausen in a shutout loss at
Seattle. Cutler was a limited
participant in practice
Wednesday and Thursday
but coach John Fox insists
the two-week recovery time
reported by multiple media
outlets was merely a guess.
Fox said Cutler’s muscle
strain is “nothing serious.”

JetsWRDeckermay not play
Wide receiver Eric Deck-

er was listed as questionable
by the New York Jets with a
knee injury that sidelined
him last week.

Decker took part in limit-
ed practice for the third con-
secutive day Friday as the
Jets prepared for Sunday’s

game against the Miami Dol-
phins in London.

Running back Chris
Ivory, who sat out last
week’s game with a quadri-
cep injury, is listed as prob-
able and expected to play.

Dolphins’ Albert out
Dolphins left tackle Bran-

den Albert is expected to
miss his second consecutive
game with a hamstring in-
jury.

Albert traveled with the
team to London after sitting
out last week’s loss to the
Buffalo Bills, but was offi-
cially listed as doubtful after
taking part in only limited
practice Friday.

The Dolphins also listed
tight end Jordan Cameron
(groin) and running back
Jonas Gray (calf) as ques-
tionable. Tight end Dion
Sims will not play as he con-
tinues to go through the
league’s concussion protocol.
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