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North qualifiers head south in pursuit of titles
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

CUMBERLAND — After com-
peting on the quite familiar cross-
country course at the Troy A.
Howard Middle
School in Belfast
last weekend,
qualifying teams
and runners from the North re-
gional races face a different blend
of fields and forests Saturday.

The 2015 high school state cham-
pionship meet is set for the Twin
Brook Recreation Area, a 3.1-mile
route described as more hilly than
the Belfast course, which not only
is home to the North regionals
each year but also the high-profile
Maine High School Cross Country
Festival of Champions.

One Eastern/North team that
has experience on the course is the
Orono girls team, which won the
first of its two straight Class C
state championships in 2013 at
Twin Brook — which also hosted
last week’s South regional meet.

“We ran it once freshman year,
so we’re not that familiar with it,”
said Orono junior Hannah Steel-
man. “I hardly remember it. All I
know is we’re going to be up
against the southern Maine teams
and they’ve run it quite a few
times.

“I think not running it that
many times makes it fun because
it’s something new.”

Orono is favored to win a
third straight crown after scor-
ing just 19 points while winning

the North regional.
Five Orono runners were among

the top seven finishers in that
race, led by juniors Tia Tardy —
who had the fastest girls time of
the day regardless of class — Steel-
man and Kassidy Dill, who placed
1-2-3.

North runner-up George Ste-
vens Academy of Blue Hill also
should contend, as should South
regional winner Waynflete of Port-
land and runner-up Maine Coast
Waldorf of Freeport.

Faith Blethen of Boothbay was
the C South region individual win-
ner in 20.20.2 on the Twin Brook
course.

Orono also is a contender for the
Class C boys title after winning its
regional last week behind the 2-3
finishes of Tristan Butterfield and
Matt Keresey. The Red Riots were
a 3-point (29-32) winner over
George Stevens, which featured
individual race winner John Has-
sett (16:20.1) and fourth-place Ollie
Dillon.

Boothbay, which edged Orono
by two points to win the 2013 state
title, is in contention for its second
crown in three years after defeat-
ing runner-up Lisbon by six points
at the South regional.

In Class A, Hampden Academy
and Bangor lead the North boys
teams after 1-2 finishes at both the
Kennebec Valley Athletic Confer-
ence and North regional meets.
Hampden is led by junior Paul
Casavant, who finished second to
state-meet individual favorite
Osman Doorow (15.40.4) of Lewis-

ton last weekend.
Defending state champion Scar-

borough is likely the meet favorite
after using 1-2-3 finishes from
Colin Tardiff, Connor Doherty and
Andrew Sholl to win the South re-
gional.

Bonny Eagle of Standish will
seek its third Class A girls state
title in four years after defeating
Scarborough 44-60 in the South re-
gional. North champion Bruns-
wick and KVAC winner Mt. Blue
of Farmington also could contend.

In Class B, Caribou’s pack
mentality already has produced a
Penobscot Valley Conference
crown and a second straight re-
gional title. Now the Vikings
hope to cap it off with their first
state title since 2010. Coach Roy
Alden’s club dominated the
North regional, defeating second-
place Waterville 28-85, but de-
fending state champion Freeport
leads the South pack after defeat-
ing York and host Greely High
School to win its regional.

Waterville tops the Class B
North girls qualifiers, paced by
individual race champion Lauren
Brown. Greely, featuring South in-
dividual winner Katherine Leggat-
Barr, is the defending state cham-
pion but was second to Yarmouth
at its regional.

Races begin at 11 a.m. with the
Class A girls, followed by the
Class A boys at 11:35, the Class B
girls at 12:30 p.m., the Class B
boys at 1:05, the Class C girls at 2
and the Class C boys at 2:35.
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Orono runners surge to the front at the start of the Class C boys meet at the North cross country champi-
onships in Belfast on Saturday.

UM,Husson facekeygamesSaturday
BY PETE WARNER
BDN STAFF

Maine’s college football
teams are headed down the
h o m e
stretch of
the 2015
season and
there are potential champi-
onship and postseason im-
plications for the University
of Maine and Husson Uni-
versity.

Coach Jack Cosgrove’s
Black Bears face an impor-
tant Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation contest at Villanova,
while coach Gabby Price’s
Eagles continue their quest
for an Eastern Collegiate
Football Conference title
with a key game against
SUNY Maritime.

Maine Black Bears (3-4)
at Villanova Wildcats (3-4),
7:30 p.m., Villanova Stadi-
um, Villanova, Pennsylva-
nia: UMaine has an opportu-
nity to remain in the upper
echelon of the CAA standings
if it can knock off Villanova.

The Black Bears are 3-1 in
league play coming off a 23-10
win over Stony Brook.

The Wildcats (2-2 CAA)
continue to adjust to life
without quarterback John
Robertson, who is out for
the season with a knee inju-
ry. They have dropped three
of their last four, including a
28-21 decision last week at
Towson.

UMaine’s defense ranks
fifth in the conference in
points (23.6) and yards
(325.3) allowed. The Bears
are second against the run
(18.3 ypg) behind a stout
front seven led by lineback-
er Randy Samuels (49 tack-
les, 2 interceptions), tackle
Pat Ricard (37 tackles, 5
sacks) and end Trevor Bates
of Westbrook (37 tackles, 5
sacks).

They encounter a multi-
faceted Villanova offense
paced by tailback Javon
White (56.4 ypg, 2 TDs), QB
Zach Bednarczyk (68-for-120
passing, 803 yds., 6 TDs, 5
INTs) and wideout Kevin

Gulyas (26 receptions, 432
yds., 4 TDs).

The Wildcats rank fourth
in CAA total offense (356
ypg), but are working with a
redshirt freshman quarter-
back.

“He’s a gifted thrower and
runner,” said Cosgrove, who
said Bednarczyk has huge
shoes to fill.

“We’re talking about the
national offensive player of
the year last year,” he added.

UMaine’s offense will en-
counter resistance from the
Villanova defense, which is
second in the CAA in total
defense (298 ypg) and third
in scoring defense (19.7 ppg).
Linebackers Don Cherry (60
tackles) and Austin Calitro
(59 tackles) and safety Cam-
eron McCurry (44 tackles, 2
INTs) are some of the game-
changers.

UMaine, which has man-
aged only 18 points and 314
yards per game and has
been inconsistent, wants to
establish the run with tail-
back Nigel Beckford (60.8

ypg, 4 TDs). Quarterbacks
Drew Belcher (34-for-52, 364
yds., 3 TDs, 1 INT) and Dan
Collins (94-for-190, 1,005 yds.,
2 TDs, 7 INTs) are expected
to split time. They’ll look for
wide receivers Micah
Wright (38 rec., 498 yds., 3
TDs) and Jordan Dunn (32-
330-1) among a handful of
primary targets.

SUNY Maritime Priva-
teers (3-4) at Husson Ea-
gles (5-1), noon, Winkin
Complex, Bangor: The Ea-
gles (4-0 ECFC) seek their
sixth straight win, hoping to
avoid a potential letdown
heading into next week’s big
game against Norwich.

Husson is fifth in Divi-
sion III total defense (205.5
ypg), including fourth
against the run (57.2 ypg).

Curry Colonels (3-4) at
Maine Maritime Academy
Mariners (1-5), noon,
Ritchie Field, Castine: The
Mariners look to end a four-
game losing streak in a New
England Football Confer-
ence game against Curry.

COLLEGE
FOOTBALL

Lewis fuelsPats’ surge
inwinoverDolphins
REUTERS

New England running back
Dion Lewis is nearly impossi-
ble to catch and his elusive
moves are help-
ing to make the
Patriots un-
touchable as they run ram-
pant through the NFL.

Lewis is the latest weapon
emerging in the Patriots’ deep
offensive arsenal, and possi-
bly their most exciting.

Equally adept at catching
passes out of the backfield as
he is running the ball, Lewis
recorded six receptions for 93
yards and a score on Thurs-
day night at Foxborough,
Massachusetts, where New
England crushed Miami 36-7
to improve to 7-0.

On the game’s most memo-
rable moments in the opening
quarter, Lewis caught a ball
and had a one-on-one matchup
with Dolphins linebacker Koa
Misi.

Lewis made a quick move
with his back to Misi and left
the helpless defender grasping
for air and fell to the ground
watching the New England
speedster race by.

“He’s so quick in space, it’s
a miracle for anyone to touch
him much less tackle him,”
Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady said.

“He’s a dynamic player and
hekeepsmakingpeoplemiss.”

With all of Lewis’ success
this season, it is surprising
how many teams missed on
him as he spent last year out
of the NFL.

Lewis, 25, was cut by the
Cleveland Browns and India-
napolis Colts, and was not
picked up again until New
England signed him this past
off-season.

After just three games of
seeing his game-breaking
ability, the Patriots invested
long term in the running
back and signed him to a
two-year extension earlier
this month.

With Lewis teaming with
bruising running back LeGar-
rette Blount and pass catchers
Rob Gronkowski and Julian
Edelman, New England is
punishing the league and
seemingly responding to the
“Deflategate” controversy
that hovered over their Super
Bowl win in February.
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“We battled hard and
made some significant im-
provements in the offensive
part of our game, not just in
the goals we scored but also
in the amount of offense we
generated,” said UMaine
coach Red Gendron. “I was
proud of the way we battled
back from a pair of two-goal
deficits. We need to find
ways to finish games.”

He said the goals they gave
up didn’t result from defensive

breakdowns, it was more of a
puck management problem.

“We played pretty well,”
said Brown. “We got the
puck to the net a lot more.
We had a lot of chances.

“It was a tough one. We’ve
just got to figure it out,” he
added.

Kravchenko has five goals
in five career games against
UMaine. Burchett had an as-
sist to go with his goal, and Re-
nyard finished with 33 saves.

Perez had an assist to go
with his goal, and junior de-
fenseman Dan Renouf had
two assists.

McGovern wound up with
32 stops.

Tweedie said. “I honestly
thought we would be able to
get one by them. We had plen-
ty of chance early, but just
couldn’t get it to go. No. 14
[Casey Coombs] did a really
great job defensively on Nata-

lie [Hill]. They came up with
a good gameplan and are just
a solid all-around team.”

The Shires played much
of the second half without
one of its star players —
Katie Condon — who went
down with an ankle injury
with 3:35 to play in the first
half. Condon was able to re-
turn to the field and played
the final 13 minutes of the
contest.

grow and develop,” he
added.

With four regular-season
games remaining, Decloux
has already surged to the
top of UMaine’s all-time
field goals list with 43 in 38
games. He also has set the
career scoring record with
226 points.

Decloux is 10-for-14 this
season, twice connecting
from 43 yards, his career
best.

Last week, the 6-foot-2,
200-pounder made three of
four field-goal attempts to
help the Black Bears post a
23-10 CAA victory over
Stony Brook at Alfond Sta-
dium.

In that game, Decloux put
UMaine on the board with a
43-yarder, then missed a 48-
yard try to end the first
half, but responded by hit-
ting both second-half kicks.

“It’s all about having a
short memory,” Decloux
said. “Every kick is sepa-
rate from the last one or the
one ahead of it.”

Ultimately, it’s a matter
of trust — Decloux in his
own abilities and the recip-
rocal trust between him and
his teammates to execute
their jobs — that enables
him to work through the
highs and the lows.

Successful field goals and
extra-point kicks require
not only Decloux but the
other 10 men on the field to
successfully execute their
assignments.

“There’s a lot of working
parts. They all need to go
perfect in order for the kick
to be good,” said senior
John Hardy of Portland,
who is the holder.

Yet it is Decloux whose
performance is most closely
scrutinized based on the re-
sult of the kick.

“There’s a lot that goes

on his shoulders,” Hardy
said. “Every time he goes
on the field, he’s responsi-
ble for putting points on the
board.”

Decloux played soccer,
hockey, basketball and
baseball growing up, but as
a high school sophomore
was asked to try kicking a
football for St. Peter Catho-
lic High School. With some
guidance from the team’s
senior kicker, Ryan Begin,
Decloux booted good kick-
offs and made some field
goals.

“The accuracy of field
goals and the maturity of
how to rebound [emotional-
ly] from missed kicks came
with time,” he admitted.

Decloux spent his senior
year at Red Lion Christian
Academy in Delaware,
where St. Peter teammate
Eli Ankou, a defensive end
who wound up at UCLA,
was headed. In the mean-
time, Decloux trained dur-
ing the offseason with Vic-
tor Tedondo and attended
Kohl’s Kicking Camps, di-
rected by former NFL kick-
er Jamie Kohl.

“[The benefit] was the ex-
posure to what playing foot-
ball in America was really
like,” said Decloux, who
played in front of 10,000-
15,000 fans at Red Lion.

He was subsequently re-
cruited by UMaine, which
offered him a partial schol-
arship.

There was no gradual
transition to Division I foot-
ball for Decloux, who took
over as the place-kicker
after an early-season injury
to senior Brian Harvey. He
made seven of 10 field goals
and 24 of 25 PATs.

Decloux knew he had a
lot of work to do.

“I knew the first thing I
really wanted to do was put
some meat on my bones,”
he said of his then 165-
pound frame.

“He’s one of the hardest
workers on the team in the

weight room and what he
has done increasing his size
and strength to become a
better athlete,” Cosgrove
said.

Decloux enjoyed a break-
out season in 2013. He went
45-for-48 on PATs and made
16 of 21 field goals to earn
All-CAA first-team honors
as UMaine won the confer-
ence championship. He had
fewer opportunities with
the Bears’ rebuilding of-
fense last season, getting
only 32 chances to kick the
ball.

“It did teach me to be
more patient and make the
most of whatever you do
get,” he admitted.

Throughout the process,
Decloux has relied heavily
on his own study and work-
outs, along with extensive
discussions with his fellow
kickers, to get better. That
includes watching video of
both practices and games to
work out any kinks that
might develop.

“It’s a credit to him be-
cause he really works hard
at understanding the intri-
cacies [of kicking],” said
Cosgrove, who is the de
facto mentor of UMaine’s
kickers.

“Our job is not to screw
them up,” he added.

Decloux, who models his
kicking after Dustin Hop-
kins of the NFL’s Washing-
ton Redskins, appreciates
the working relationship
that has developed between
Cosgrove and the kickers.

“He knows me pretty
well, and he knows that
once I miss one, he doesn’t
need to give me a shake-
down. He knows I’ll re-
bound from it,” Decloux
said.

Decloux, who also han-
dles kickoffs for the Black
Bears, has excelled in the
classroom. He is pursuing a
degree in civil engineering
and credits his parents,
Mary Jane and Victor De-
cloux, with instilling his
passion for academic excel-
lence.

“The support I’ve re-
ceived in every facet of
being a student-athlete has
been incredible,” he said.
“It’s definitely prepared me
for the next level, whether
that is in athletics or in the
world of civil engineering.”

Decloux has exhibited
the same commitment and
poise in his life.

“Sean is a gentleman.
He’s very well-liked, well-
spoken, polite, caring, con-
scientious, hardworking,”
Cosgrove said.
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“If I see [goalie] Kyle
Townsend running at the
ball, I know somebody else
has to to be there behind him
for a last resort,” Redmond
said. “I’ve got to be there.”

The Broncos seized the mo-
mentum when Chasse and
Gilpin worked a nifty give-
and-go in the penalty area
that got Chasse open. He
placed a low, 5-yard shot into
the corner to Boetsch’s right.

HA continued to attack

and was rewarded. This time,
Brandon Chasse’s corner
kick from the right side found
Raime, an exchange student
from the Dominican Republic
who skimmed the ball off his
back and into the goal.

That made it 2-0 with 9:57
to play in the half.

“He scored in the last play-
off game and he got another
one today,” Stevens said of
Raime’s third goal of the sea-
son.

Camden Hills’ best scoring
chance came with 25:45 left
when Kyle Crans’ throw-in
from the left found Brown in
front. He fired his close-range
shot past the right post.


