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UM to face Towson;Husson seeks title
BY PETE WARNER
BDN STAFF

The University of Maine football
team hopes its up-and-down season
will take another upturn on Satur-
day when it returns home for a Colo-
nial Athletic Association game
against Towson.

Towson Tigers
(5-3) at Maine
Black Bears (3-5),
7 p.m., Alfond Stadium, Orono:
The Bears will have to find some
ways to get creative on offense, not
only coming off a 13-3 loss at Villa-
nova, but facing a Tigers defense that
has been stingy of late.

Towson shut out Delaware 19-0
last Saturday and ranks third in

CAA total defense (308.4 yards per
game), including third against the
run (121.6 ypg).

“Their defense plays very well
together and they’ve been probably
as opportunistic a defense as I’ve
seen in a long time,” said UMaine
head coach Jack Cosgrove.

“They held [Delaware] to 112
total yards and six first downs.
That’s a big, physical rushing foot-
ball team that they just clearly
dominated on defense,” he added.

Leading the way are linebacker
Eric Handy and safety Donnell
Lewis (47 tackles each) and LB Jor-
dan Mynatt (41 tackles, 8 tackles for
a loss).

The Black Bears will try to get
clicking, presumably with sopho-

more Drew Belcher (50-for-81 pass-
ing, 544 yards, 3 touchdowns; 40.5 ypg
rushing) directing the offense for a
second straight week. He was solid in
helping UMaine move the ball
against Villanova, but threw a costly
interception and also fumbled once.

The Bears will need wide receiv-
ers Micah Wright (41 receptions, 521
yds., 3 TDs) and Jordan Dunn (40-426-
1) to make some big plays, while
tailback Nigel Beckford (98 carries,
318 yds., 4 TDs) must provide a com-
plement to Belcher in the run attack.

However, UMaine ranks ninth in
CAA scoring (19.1 ppg) and is sev-
enth in total offense (317.4 ypg).

The Bears need a defense headed
by linebacker Randy Samuels (60
tackles, 2 interceptions) and end

Trevor Bates (39 tackles, 5 sacks) to
stand up strong, especially with tack-
le Pat Ricard questionable with a
right ankle injury.

Towson’s top weapons are QB
Connor Frazier (128-for-213, 1,463
yds., 7 TDs), WR Jacquille Veii (33
rec, 368 yds.) and powerhouse tail-
back Darius Victor (79.4 ypg, 10 TDs).

Husson Eagles (6-1) at Nor-
wich Cadets (5-3), 1 p.m., Sabine
Field, Norwich, Vermont: This
contest will serve as the champion-
ship game of the Eastern Collegiate
Athletic Conference, as both teams
take 5-0 league records into the
game. The winner earns the ECFC’s
automatic bid to the NCAA Division
III Football Championship.

Defending champion Husson con-

tinues to impress on both sides of the
ball. Coach Gabby Price’s Eagles
rank fifth in Division III total defense
(206.1 ypg) and have allowed only 15.3
ppg. Linebacker Ellis Throckmorton
(50 tackles) leads the unit.

The versatile offense features
tailback John Smith (151.1 ypg, 14
TDs), QB Joe Seccareccia (95-for-
160 passing, 1,278 yds., 19 TDs) and
wideout Deon Wiggins (23 rec., 375
yds., 8 TDs).

Maine Maritime Academy Mar-
iners (2-5) at Salve Regina Se-
ahawks (6-1), noon, Gaudet Field,
Newport, Rhode Island: The Mari-
ners look to build on a 21-20 win over
Curry against the Seahawks, who are
still in contention to win the New
England Football Conference crown.
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Old Town’s T.J. Crawford (left) uses teammate Ian Gerrish (center) to avoid a tackle attempt from Foxcroft Academy’s
James Smith during the Class C North semifinal Friday night at Victory Field in Old Town. The Coyotes won 38-7.
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Kizer in a rush
to climb steep
learning curve
BY PAUL SKRBINA
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The test was the pass. De-
Shone Kizer passed the test.

Again.
His legs? Those were the

extra credit few expected.
Notre Dame’s redshirt

freshman quarterback didn’t
pass the ball with flying col-
ors last
weekend
during a
24-20, hold-
your-breath victory against
Temple at Lincoln Financial
Field.

Twice in the second quar-
ter — long before he found
Philadelphia native Will Full-
er for the winning 17-yard
touchdown pass with 2 min-
utes, 9 seconds left — Kizer
was intercepted inside the
Temple 10-yard line. The first,
by Praise Martin-Oguike at
the 6, was turned around for a
94-yard touchdown drive that
gave the Owls a 10-7 lead.

“Completely unacceptable,”
said Kizer, who will lead the
fifth-ranked Irish on Saturday
at Pittsburgh. “That game
should never (have been) in the
position it was at the end. If I
don’t throw those two picks in
the first half, we don’t have to
engineer anything. But … we
came out victorious.”

Thanks to that pass to Full-
er, the second winner Kizer
has thrown to him late in a
game. The first came with 12
seconds to play at Virginia.

In a thin backfield full of
backups, thanks to injuries,
Kizer has proved he’s got legs
and he knows how to use
them. With running back C.J.
Prosise stunted to 25 yards on
14 carries by the Owls, the
6-foot-4, 230-pound Kizer ran
with flying colors — 143 yards
to be exact, including two
touchdowns.

He fell a passing yard short
of becoming the first Notre
Dame quarterback to throw
for 300 and run for 100 in the

same game.
In his sixth start since tak-

ing over for the injured Malik
Zaire,Kizeralsodidsomething
eclipsed by just one Notre
Dame quarterback — he raced
79 yards for a score, receiving a
key block from receiver Chris
Brown. That’s a long way to go
for a player who said he has a
long way to go, a guy whose
running ability was ques-
tioned from the start.

The sprint surprised even
the sprinter, who was “100
percent” certain it would
end long before it met the
end zone. He shocked his
teammates too.

“I got up, I’m looking and
I’m like, ‘Is he … gonna … go
all the way?” said Prosise,
who became the starter in
Week 2 after Tarean Folston
went down in the opener.
“I’m celebrating halfway,
like, ‘Yeah, yeah, you got it.’
I was happy to see him get in
that end zone. He showed
people he’s got some speed.”

And he did it on a field
where one of his idols, for-
mer Eagles and Mount Car-
mel quarterback Donovan
McNabb, used to roam.

Kizer thinks of McNabb
as his first quarterback
coach, saying he learned
how to grip the ball thanks
to YouTube videos he
watched with his father,
Derek Kizer, who was a fan
of another Eagles quarter-
back, Randall Cunningham.

“If it wasn’t for Donovan
McNabb, I probably wouldn’t
even be a quarterback,” Kizer
said. “My dad was a basket-
ball player growing up, didn’t
know much about football.
We would throw in YouTube
clips, and he would try to
teach me off of what Donovan
was doing.”

Kizer will continue on his
steep learning curve in an-
other NFL stadium in Penn-
sylvania when the Irish (7-1)
face the Panthers (6-2) at
Heinz Field.

NOTRE DAME
FOOTBALL

Bears within one when he
saved White’s penalty shot
with 8:04 remaining, but
White gave the Eagles some
valuable breathing room

when he scored 2:44 later.
Santini and Scott Savage

picked up assists.
Alex Tuch added an emp-

ty-netter.
Dan Renouf hit the post on

a Maine power play with
four minutes remaining.

McGovern wound up with
26 saves.

“We played one of our best
games of the season,” said
Maine coach Red Gendron.
“Butwedidn’tplaywellenough
to score goals. We’ve got to find
ways to put the puck in the net.

“Our team executed pretty
well. But you don’t get points in
this league for good efforts or
for playing really well. You

need to score goals to win
games,” added Gendron.

“They’re a very skilled
team but, for the most part,
we outworked them,” said
Maine junior right wing
Blaine Byron. “We had a lot
of chances. Demko played
great. We’ve got to find a way
to get some dirty goals.”

Next weekend, their ef-
forts will be for a regional
championship.

Senior Pascal Cyr added
four catches for 131 yards
with TD grabs of 68 and 20
yards.

Foxcroft had difficulty
mounting any consistent of-
fensive success. Old Town
stuffed the run game and
the Ponies struggled
through the air with the ex-
ception of a beautiful 35-
yard TD strike from Nick
Clawson to Billy Brock in
the third quarter.

“We were ready for
them,” Stoddard said. “We
knew they had a few differ-
ent approaches and we could
stop them both.”

Brock netted 47 yards on
nine carries for the Ponies,
who garnered 166 total
yards.

Old Town scored on the
fourth play of the game after
Crawford took the opening
kickoff 60 yards. Jarvis loft-
ed a high, 25-yard pass to the
back right corner of the end
zone to put the hosts in front
for good.

The Coyotes scored
again three snaps into
their next possession when
Miller caught another
deep ball from Jarvis down
the left side and ran it in
for a 63-yard scoring hook-
up.

“When we put points up
quickly it’s good because
our backs aren’t up against
the wall and it opens up a lot
of stuff offensively and de-
fensively,” Jarvis said.

Old Town continued the

siege on its next possession,
highlighted by a 31-yard
burst off right tackle by
Crawford. Dana Ouellette,
who made eight first-half
tackles before leaving with

an ankle injury, scored from
3 yards out to make it 18-0
with 4.6 seconds left in the
quarter.

The Coyotes scored again,
marching 79 yards on eight

plays. Miller made a leaping
catch over a defender, ab-
sorbed a hit and found the
end zone to finish off the 36-
yard TD play that made it
25-0.
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Old Town’s Ethan Stoddard (left) tackles Foxcroft Academy’s Nick Clawson during the
Class C North semifinal Friday night at Victory Field in Old Town. The Coyotes won 38-7.

immediately stuffed Sever-
ance for a 4-yard loss.

Brewer had all three of its
timeouts left and needed
them all, as Rogerson rushed
for 6 yards on second down
and Severance then came up
short on an attempted dive
into the end zone.

But Wood powered his
way into the end zone on
fourth down from the 1, and
the Witches trailed just 15-
14.

Brewer has attempted the
two-point conversion play
on most occasions this sea-
son, so it was no surprise
when the Witches then went
for the win, and Severance
ran behind the left side of
the line to provide his team
the winning points.

Skowhegan did get the ball
into Brewer territory thanks
to a good kick return and two
Brewer penalties, the second
a pass interference call that
gave the Indians a first down
at the Witches’ 46 with 5.1
seconds left.

But Skowhegan’s last
gasp was swallowed by
Brewer junior defensive
lineman Austin Lufkin, who
sacked quarterback Garrett
McSweeney to end the game.

Skowhegan, which had
defeated Brewer 21-14 dur-
ing Week 4 of the regular
season, took a 7-0 lead on its
second possession of the

game with a 73-yard march
that ended when McSwee-
ney found Spencer Salley
over the middle on fourth-
and-goal for a 5-yard touch-
down pass with 4:06 left in
the opening quarter.

McSweeney added the ex-
tra-point kick to give Skow-
hegan a 7-0 lead.

Brewer answered imme-
diately, with Rogerson run-
ning left 12 yards to the end
zone and Severance adding
the two-point conversion
run to give the Witches an
8-7 lead with 1:28 left in the
period.

But both offenses soon
stagnated.

A fumble recovery by
Skowhegan’s Tanner Tower
set up the go-ahead score by
the Indians, a 1-yard run by
McSweeney followed by Sal-
ley’s two-point conversion
rush to make it 15-8 with 3:32
left in the third quarter.

Brewer moved into Skow-
hegan territory on its next
possession, but a fourth-
down fake punt resulted in
another turnover.

The Witches then forced
Skowhegan’s offense into a
three-and-out to earn what
turned out to be one final
chance at a most memorable
victory.

“They really locked us up
in the red zone all night,”
said Lufkin. “They came
with that six front and sent
all their backers and we
weren’t sure what to run.

“But we figured it out, I
guess.”

Bengals have their ownGronkowski
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

CINCINNATI — Move
over, Rob Gronkowski. Cin-
cinnati Bengals tight end
Tyler Eifert is making a
claim for the NFL’s best at
that position, at least so far
this season.

Eifert caught three touch-
down passes in Thursday
night’s 31-10 victory over the

Cleveland Browns to help
the Bengals improve to 8-0
for the first time in fran-
chise history.

“He’s so good and has
such a great feel for getting
open,” said Bengals quarter-
back Andy Dalton. “I’m
happy for him. To come
back from the injury last
year and to get him playing,
and playing really well and

playing at a high level, it’s
been a lot of fun to see him
out there. He definitely
helps this team win.”

Eifert’s three touchdowns
moved him ahead of the Patri-
ots’ Gronkowski for the NFL
lead among tight ends. He also
tied the franchise single-sea-
son mark for touchdown re-
ceptions for tight ends.

If you’re wondering why

Dalton appears more com-
fortable and confident this
season, look no further than
Eifert.

The former University of
Notre Dame star planned to
be a big part of the Bengals
offense last season teaming
with the now-departed Jer-
maine Gresham to give
them a formidable tight-end
duo.


