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Nishikori fails to crack Djokovic riddle
BY PRITHA SARKAR
REUTERS

LONDON — No one has
come close to cracking the
riddle of beating Novak
Djokovic on an indoor court
for more than three years
and Kei Nishikori became
the latest
player on
Sunday to
discover just how difficult it
is to solve that puzzle.

Djokovic began his bid for
a record fourth successive
title at the ATP World Tour
Finals with a brutal yet awe-
inspiring 6-1, 6-1 hammering
that left Nishikori red faced.

“No question, it felt like
the best tennis I played this
year,” the 28-year-old Serb
told reporters.

“I was at my best and it
was an incredible perfor-
mance.”

Before the start of the
match, both players stood
heads bowed during a
minute’s silence in memo-
ry of the victims of Fri-
day’s Paris attacks — with
the French flag’s red-
white-blue tricolour plas-
tered on the electronic
banner surrounding the
O2 Arena.

It was not long before
Djokovic was at his unre-
lenting best.

The world number one
showed the kind of form
that has made him an un-
beatable force on indoor
courts for more than three
years with a 65-minute de-
molition job.

Djokovic subjected Ni-
shikori to an array of
heavy-duty groundstrokes,

cruel lobs and sublime vol-
leys as he chalked up his
38th successive win on an
indoor court dating back to
October 2012.

As Djokovic romped to a
3-0 lead in the opening set,
there were few opportuni-
ties for Nishikori’s fan club
to pick up the vast num-
bers of Japanese flags
draped over the arena’s
metal railings.

The red and white flags
made a fluttering appear-
ance when Nishikori final-
ly held in the fourth game
but the joy was fleeting as
Djokovic easily sealed the
first set before finishing off

his opponent with a back-
hand volley.

“He played unbelievable
tennis. I’m very ashamed
with this score,” said Ni-
shikori, who is hoping for a
better showing in his next
two round robin matches.

“I couldn’t do anything…
didn’t feel like I had any
chances today.”

Since none of Djokovic’s
rivals have worked out
how to beat him indoors,
one reporter asked the Serb
for a solution.

“If I had (a solution), I
wouldn’t share it with you,
that’s for sure,” he quipped.

Djokovic, who has lost

only five times during a
stellar season in which he
won three out of the four
grand slams, still has to
play round-robin matches
against Roger Federer and
Tomas Berdych in the Stan
Smith Group before the top
two players advance to
next weekend’s semi-finals.

The season-ending tour-
nament features the
world’s eight best players
who are split into two
groups. Andy Murray, Rafa
Nadal, French Open cham-
pion Stan Wawrinka and
David Ferrer will begin
battle in the Illie Nastase
Group on Monday.

TOBY MELVILLE | REUTERS

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a backhand against Kei Nishikori during his match Sunday at
the O2 Arena in London. Djokovic won 6-1, 6-1.

NFL fans face tight security afterParis attacks
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

From Seattle to New York, the
National Football League stepped
up security inside and outside sta-
diums on Sunday as America’s
most popular sports league re-
sponded to a series of coordinated
attacks across Paris that left 132
dead.

Football fans,
who were subject to
vehicle searches
and banned from bringing back-
packs and purses into arenas,
greeted new measures with a mix-
ture of good humor, annoyance
and resignation.

“We’ve had our 9/11. They had
what happened to them. We’re all
one, without question. We sympa-
thize absolutely,” Craig Corcoran
of the Bronx told Reuters, refer-
ring to the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on
New York’s World Trade Center.

“It’s not going to stop us from
having a good time. Over there,
it’s the same way. They’re still
going to go out and have their fun
and they should,” Corcoran said
while tailgating in the parking lot
outside of MetLife Stadium in East
Rutherford, New Jersey.

While the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security informed the
National Football League there
were no known specific threats,
Commissioner Roger Goodell was
taking no chances and ordered
beefed-up security at all venues.

Steelers 30, Browns 9
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania —

That backup quarterback for the
Steelers just might have a future
in the NFL.

Ben Roethlisberger, who did not
start because of a sprained left foot,
entered the game early in the first
quarter when starter Landry Jones
was injured and led the Steelers
(6-4) to a 30-9 victory over the Cleve-
land Browns at Heinz Field.

Jones was injured five minutes
into the game when right tackle

Marcus Gilbert stepped on his left
ankle after he threw an incomplete
pass on third down at the Cleve-
land 6-yard line.

Roethlisberger was 22 for 33 for
379 yards and three touchdowns.
He threw for 286 yards and two
touchdowns in the first half alone.
Wide receiver Antonio Brown had
10 catches for 139 yards and two
touchdowns and receiver Marta-
vis Bryant had six catches for 178
yards and a touchdown.

Quarterback Johnny Manziel
started a second consecutive game
for the Browns (2-8) because start-
er Josh McCown was inactive with
a rib injury. Manziel was 33 for 45
for 372 yards, but he did not lead
the Browns to a touchdown until
12:28 remained in the game. He
was intercepted once and lost a
fumble.

Panthers 27, Titans 10
NASHVILLE, Tennessee — Cam

Newton completed 21 of 26 passes
for 217 yards and one touchdown
as unbeaten Carolina extended its
best start ever with a win over
Tennessee.

Newton also ran for a touch-
down, marking the 30th game he
has scored through the air and the
ground. Only Steve Young has
more with 31.

The Panthers (9-0) won their
team-record 13th straight regular-
season game. Carolina running
back Jonathan Stewart led the
Panthers in rushing with 91 yards
and one touchdown on 22 carries.

Lions 18, Packers 16
GREEN BAY, Wisconsin — A

generation of Detroit fans wit-
nessed something they had never
seen before on Sunday: A Lions
victory at Lambeau Field.

The Lions (2-7) shocked the reel-
ing Packers (6-3) to snap a 24-game
losing streak in Wisconsin, the lon-
gest in NFL history and one that
dated to 1991 — before the Brett
Favre-Aaron Rodgers era at quar-

terback. It was the first game for
the Lions since general manager
Martin Mayhew and president
Tom Lewand were fired last week.

As is the Lions’ way, it wasn’t
easy, as they survived a frantic
Packers comeback but escaped
when Green Bay kicker Mason
Crosby appeared to mis-hit a 52-
yard field-goal attempt on the final
play.

Redskins 47, Saints 14
WASHINGTON — Kirk Cousins

threw a career-high four touch-
down passes and Washington
rolled up 513 yards of offense to
rout of New Orleans.

Cousins completed 20 of 25 pass-
es and threw for 324 yards, compil-
ing a perfect passer rating of 158.3
against the NFL’s 31st-ranked de-
fense, while running back Alfred
Morris rushed for 93 yards for the
Redskins (4-5).

Quarterback Drew Brees com-
pleted 19 of 28 passes for 201 yards,
two touchdowns and two intercep-
tions for New Orleans (4-6), which
has lost two straight entering its
bye week.

Buccaneers 10, Cowboys 6
TAMPA, Florida — Tampa Bay

only managed one trip into the red
zone but made it count in a crazy
ending that sent Dallas to its first
seven-game losing streak since
1989.

The Buccaneers got a 1-yard
bootleg touchdown run by quarter-
back Jameis Winston, making up
for a day filled with missed oppor-
tunities by their offense.

The winning score came one
play after Winston fumbled the ball
leaping over a defender on a touch-
down attempt, but a Dallas holding
call in the end zone bailed out the
Bucs (4-5). On the next play, Win-
ston executed the fake perfectly
and strolled into the end zone for
the only touchdown in the game.

Dallas led at halftime on a pair of
field goals but didn’t score in the

second half to drop to 2-7. Quarter-
back Tony Romo is expected to play
next week for the first time since
the team’s last win in Week 2.

Bears 37, Rams 13
ST. LOUIS, Missouri — Tight

end Zach Miller and running back
Jeremy Langford turned Jay Cut-
ler throws into 87 and 83-yard
touchdowns, respectively, in the
first half as Chicago dumped St.
Louis.

Miller’s catch-and-run, the re-
sult of a failed tackle by linebacker
Akeem Ayers, tied the game at 7
with 11:10 left in the first quarter.
It answered a 6-yard scoring run
on the game’s first possession by
Todd Gurley of the Rams (4-5).

Taking advantage of two nice
blocks down field, Langford turned
a screen pass into his long touch-
down to give the Bears (4-5) a 24-10
lead with five minutes remaining
in the first half. On the strength of
those two plays, Cutler hit 19 of 24
passes for 258 yards and three
scores, finishing with a quarter-
back rating of 151.0.

Dolphins 20, Eagles 19
PHILADELPHIA — Miami

scored the game-winning points
on a deflected pass in the fourth
quarter to overcame an early defi-
cit and beat Philadelphia.

The Dolphins (4-5) took a 20-16
lead after a pass from quarterback
Ryan Tannehill was batted high
into the air at the line of scrim-
mage by Eagles linebacker Conner
Barwin. The ball eventually land-
ed in the arms of Miami receiver
Jarvis Landry in the end zone with
14:55 left to play.

The Eagles (4-5) played the
fourth quarter without starting
quarterback Sam Bradford, who
was knocked out of the game with
a left shoulder injury late in the
third quarter with the Eagles lead-
ing 16-13. He was hurt when he
was sacked by Dolphins lineback-
er Chris McCain. X-rays on Brad-

ford’s shoulder were negative, but
he was also diagnosed with a con-
cussion and sat out the rest of the
game and was replaced by Mark
Sanchez.

Jaguars 22, Ravens 20
BALTIMORE — A facemask

penalty by Baltimore linebacker
Elvis Dumervil as time expired set
up a 53-yard goal by Jason Myers
that provided Jacksonville with an
improbable victory.

Dumervil was in the process of
sacking Jaguars quarterback
Blake Bortles on what would have
been the final play of the game.
But Dumervil grabbed Bortles’
facemask and slung him to the
ground. That penalty moved the
line of scrimmage from the Ra-
vens’ 49-yard line to the 35 and
gave the Jaguars one additional
untimed play. From there Myers
booted the game-winning kick.

The Jaguars (3-6) snapped a 13-
game losing streak on the road and
improved to 3-6. The Ravens (2-7)
lost for just the second time in
eight games following a bye week
under coach John Harbaugh.

Vikings 30, Raiders 14
OAKLAND, California — Adri-

an Peterson rushed for 203 yards
and a touchdown, cornerback Ter-
ence Newman intercepted two
passes, and Minnesota topped
Oakland Raiders for its fifth con-
secutive win.

The Vikings’ Cordarrelle Pat-
terson had a 93-yard kickoff return
for a touchdown in the second
quarter. Minnesota quarterback
Teddy Bridgewater completed 14
of 22 passes for 140 yards and a
touchdown. Peterson, the NFL’s
leading rusher with 961 yards, car-
ried 26 times and scored on an 80-
yard sprint to seal the victory.

Derek Carr completed 29 of 43
passes for3 02 yards and two touch-
downs with two interceptions for
the Raiders, who lost their second
game in a row.

South all-star teams post Senior Bowl wins
BANGOR — The South girls and

boys senior all-star teams each re-
corded 6-4 victories over their North
counterparts in the 21st Maine Soccer
Coaches Annual Senior Bowl Sunday
at Husson University.

In the boys game, the
South was led by Matt
Caron of Scarborough
with two goals and an as-
sist. South Portland’s Ahmed Suja
chipped in with two goals while Yar-
mouth’s Patrick Grant added a goal
and three assists.

Maranacook of Readfield’s Jason
Brooks scored the sixth goal and
Cheverus of Portland’s Mackenzie Ho-
glund notched an assist. Gorham’s
Trenton Bassingthwaite and Lee
Academy’s Maurice Kopp were in
goal.

Lewiston’s Abdi Shariff scored all
four goals for the North, with three
coming in a seven-minute span. Lewis-
ton’s Masiah Hassan picked up two
assists and teammate Abdulkarim Ab-
dulle had one. Washington Academy
of East Machias’s Jordan Lambe also

had an assist. Goalkeepers for the
North were Hampden Academy’s Kyle
Townsend, Ellsworth’s Bruce St. Peter
and Bangor’s Stanley Clarke.

In the girls game, Richmond’s Kel-
sea Anair scored two goals to spark
the South. Greely of Cumberland
teammates Izzy Hutnak and Jocelyn
Mitiguy each added a goal as did Mad-
ison’s Kayla Bess and North Yarmouth
Academy’s Emily Baker. Thea Sweet
of Hall-Dale in Farmington contribut-
ed with two assists while Leavitt of
Turner’s Liliana Cousineau, Fal-
mouth’s Tyler Spence and Gray-New
Gloucester’s Kaelyn Woods each had
one. Leavitt’s Angela Daigle was the
winning goalkeeper.

Amy Hallett of Penobscot Valley in
Howland paced the North with two
goals while Mount Desert Island’s
Opal Curless and Presque Isle’s Taylor
Williams each added one. Ashland’s
Caitlin Paradis and Mt. Blue of Farm-
ington’s Eryn Doiron each chipped in
with an assist. Presque Isle’s Jillian
Flynn and PVHS’s Sami Ireland were
in goal.
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Kuhn recovered it at the Pa-
triots’ 39-yard line. The drive
stalled, and the Giants ended
up punting the ball away to
the Patriots, who, three plays
later, took a 24-23 lead when
Brady hit tight end Rob
Gronkowski for a 76-yard
touchdown, their first lead in
the second half of the game.

Later in the fourth quarter,
cornerback Trumaine Mc-
Bride came up with an inter-
ception of a Brady pass intend-
ed for receiver Brandon LaFell
at the Giants’ 1-yard line to
snuff out the Patriots scoring
threat. However, the Giants of-
fense again failed to finish the
drive, instead settling for a 29-
yard field goal.

“Not much for me to say
about it other than the frustra-
tion was — I mean finish the
game, just get the game over
with,” Giants head coach Tom
Coughlin said. “I thought there
were times in the second half
we weren’t able obviously to
sustain any kind of drives and
that was frustrating in itself.”

With the Giants up 26-24,
Brady (26 of 42 passes for 334
yards and two touchdowns)
quickly drove his team 44
yards on 12 plays to set up Gos-
tkowski’s game-winner with
six seconds left.

“All I really think about is
don’t kick the ball too hard be-
causea lotof timeswhenImiss
kicks, it’s when I really try to
kill it,” Gostkowski said, add-
ing that he sang a song in his
head to tune out the noise and
other distractions prior to at-
tempting his game-winning
kick. “I look forward to the op-
portunity. I think if you shy
away from the opportunity,

you have a good chance of
going out there and second-
guessing yourself.”

LeGarrete Blount’s 1-yard
run cut the Patriots’ deficit to
20-17 in the middle of the third
quarter. The score was set up
by Danny Amendola’s 82-yard
punt return.

Beckham, who caught
four passes for 104 yards,
caught an 87-yard touch-
down pass in the first quar-
ter after Brady and tight end
Scott Chandler connected on
a 1-yard touchdown.

Brady lauded the Giants de-
fense, which despite having
several question marks due to
injury,sackedhimthreetimes,
hithimfivetimesandbrokeup
six of his pass attempts.

“They played great,” he
said. “I think they’ve always
had a good defense. They’re
well coached. They’re a very
good football team. We didn’t
play our best, but we made
enough plays.”

The Giants (5-5), who re-
main in first place in the NFC
East despite the loss, head into
their bye week.

NOTES: The Patriots set a
record by scoring in 35 consec-
utive quarters. … Manning’s
first quarter, 87-yard touch-
down pass to Beckham Jr. was
his 20th of the season. This is
the 10th time in Manning’s 12-
year career that he threw for at
least 20 touchdowns. … Both
teams had some injury con-
cerns. Patriots WR Julian
Edelman left the game in the
second half with a foot injury
and did not return. The Giants
lost C Weston Richburg to a
third-quarter ankle injury and
reserve LB Mark Herzlich, a
special teams player, to a quad
injury that occurred on New
England WR Danny Amendo-
la’s 82-yard punt return in the
third quarter.

Park swats away challengers to win inMexico
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Park In-bee powered to her
fifth LPGA victory of the season
after firing an eight-under-par
64 to capture
the Lorena
Ochoa Invita-
tional in Mexico City by three
strokes on Sunday.

It was a dominant perfor-
mance for the South Korean,
who finished at 18-under-par in
her first appearance since with-
drawing in China two weeks
ago because of a cyst on a finger.

Spain’s Carlota Ciganda shot
a nine-under-par 63 to finish
second at 15-under, while Kim
Sei-young was third at 13-under.

Park began the day with a
three-stroke lead over compa-
triot Kim but saw her edge
trimmed to just one after the
second hole.

She birdied the par-four
fourth hole to gain some cush-
ion, but was again challenged

on the back-nine by a red-hot
Ciganda who closed to within
one after the 11th hole.

Playing in the final group with
Ciganda, Park responded with a
birdie at the par-four 13th as well
as the final two holes.

McDowell, Knox share lead
at suspendedOHLClassic

The British showdown in a
Mexican event on the PGA Tour
will continue into Monday.

Northern Ireland’s Graeme
McDowell and Scotland’s Rus-
sell Knox shared the lead in the
OHL Classic at Mayakoba in
Playa Del Carmen, Mexico,
when play was suspended at
5:57 p.m. local time Sunday due
to darkness.

Twenty-seven of the 78 play-
ers who made the cut have yet
to complete the final round,
which will resume at 8 a.m.
local time Monday.

Play was suspended due to
heavy rain for nearly 3 1/2

hours Sunday afternoon then
resumed for just over an hour
before the course became un-
playable because of darkness.

McDowell has five holes to
play, while Knox must complete
six holes. Both are at 6 under
par in the final round and 19
under overall at the par-71 El
Camaleon Golf Club.

Last week, Knox captured the
World Golf Championships-
HSBC Champions event in
Shanghai.

Jason Bohn, 2 under through
12 holes, is alone in third place
at 17 under. Two more U.S. play-
ers, Scott Brown and Derek
Fathauer, share fourth place at
15 under. Brown is 4 under
through 14 holes, while Fathau-
er 1 over through 12 holes.

Fathauer was the leader after
three rounds at 16-under-par 197.

Patrick Rodgers, Justin Leon-
ard, Harold Varner III and Swe-
den’s Freddie Jacobson are tied
for sixth place 13 under.
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